God Is Good All the Time

Mozrs. Beth Scholl, D.R.E.

COLLECT PRAYER

Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had been baptized in the
River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him, solemnly
declared him your beloved Son, grant that your children by adoption,
reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, may always be well pleasing to you.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

The mystery of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan by St John, the Precursor, proposes the con-
templation of an already adult Jesus. This mystery is infinitely linked to the Solemnities of
the Lord’s birth and the Epiphany that we have just celebrated. as in some ways 1t takes up and represents their significance
to us. At Christmas we have contemplated the human birth of the Word mcamate by the Virgin Mary. In the 4th century, the
Fathers of the Church deepened the understanding of the faith with regard to the Christmas mystery in the light of Jesus’
Humanity. They spoke of the Incarnation of the Word already working like the *Christification” of that humanity that he had
assumed from His mother. Or put in simpler terms: Jesus is the Christ from the first instant of conception in Mary’s spotless
womb because He Himself, with His Divine Power, consecrated, ancinted and “Christified’ that human nature with which
He became incarnate. In the mystery of the Epiphany, we then meditated on Christ’s manifestation to all nations that was
represented by the Magi, the wise men from the East. who came to adore the Child.

Today, i the mystery of Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan River, we again encounter and represent the truth of the Lord’s in-
carnation and His manifestation as the Chrnist. Jesus® Baptism 1s in fact His definitive manifestation as the Messiah or Christ
to Israel, and as the Son of the Father to the entire world. Here we find the dimension of the Epiphany which was His mani-
festation to all nations. The Father's voice from heaven shows that Jesus of Nazareth is the eternal Son and the descent of the
Holy Spirit in the form of a dove shows the Trinitarian nature of the Christian God. The true and unique God, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, shows Himself in Christ, through Him, with Him and in Him_

The Baptism in the Jordan returns to the great Christmas theme of “Christification,” Jesus of Nazareth's spiritual anointing,
His presentation as the Anointed One par excellence, the Messiah or the One sent by the Father for the salvation of mankind.
The Spint that descended on Jesus shows and seals in an incontrovertible way the ‘Christification’ of Jesus™ humanity that
the Word had already fulfilled from the first moment of His miraculous conception by Mary. Jesus, from the very begmning,
was always the Lord’s Christ, He was always God. Yet. His one. true humamity, that which is perfect i every way, as the
Gospel records. constantly grew in natural and supematural perfection. °And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in
favor with God and with men’ (Lk2:52). In Israel at 30 years of age_ one reached full maturity and therefore could become a
master. Jesus came of age and the Spirit. descending and remaining on Him, consecrated His whole being as the Christ.
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THE WII_D GO@E Session 8 — The Spirit and the Sacraments

ER RELATIOH Session 9 — The Fruits of the Holy Spirit
Session 10 — The Spirit and the Desert

uonEINPY NPy dA[oyIe)

All are welcome on Wednesday mornings @ 8:45am, Session 11— The Spirit Convicts

in the St. Francis Room, Session 12 - The Spirit's Freedom

Come for Scripture Study, a Video with Discussion, Fltn lh=Thalays

and Prayer about how the Holy Spirit works in us!  Session 14— The Spirit Remembers
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