
Commentary on the Readings for March 17, 2024 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent  
 

As we come closer to the end of the Lenten Season and nearer to the Passion of Our Lord, the  

scripture readings on Sunday lead us up to this awesome event. We should follow along with 

the flow of the readings so that we enter into the spirit of the Passion not as spectators, but as  

participants. We are all guilty of sin and we all have a need to partake of the benefits of Jesus’ 

Passion and Death. To do or say otherwise would make Christ’s sacrifice meaningless for us. 

 

The First Reading is from the Prophet Jeremiah (31:31-34). Here, the Prophet is warning the  

people of Israel and Judah that because of their lack of faith and obedience to the Laws of 

Moses and to God Himself, God will make void His covenant with them and make a “new” one 

with different terms and conditions. This is referring to the New and Everlasting Covenant 

signed and sealed with the blood of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Responsorial Psalm (51:3-15) is the great penitential psalm; the Miserere. It is a reflection  

on the sin of David, but it can and should be our prayer of contrition for any and all offenses 

that we might have committed. You are encouraged to read and meditate on the entire Psalm  

frequently during Lent, but particularly on Good Friday. 

 

The Second Reading is from the Letter to the Hebrews (5:7-9). The writer of this great “letter” 

has summed up in this single sentence the essence of Christ’s Passion and Death, both in its  

human form and its divine form. We must remember that although Jesus was God, He was also  

human. His suffering was real and more intense than we could endure, but through His sacrifice, 

He achieved the goal that was prophesied by Jeremiah above. He was Mankind’s perfect 

offering and it had God’s full acceptance, signified by the Resurrection. 

 

The Gospel Reading is taken from the Gospel of John (12:20-33). At first, we might wonder  

why Jesus didn’t invite the Greek visitors in and talk with them, but as we read on we find that  

this was a serious time for the Master and for the disciples. Jesus doesn’t want disciples who just 

want to “see” Him. He wants disciples who are willing to follow Him – to the death, if  

Necessary. This was Jesus’ “Hour,” a time and point of no return. As we approach the ending of 

our Lenten Journey, we should step back to see if we have progressed on our “road to Calvary.” 

The question that we should ask of ourselves is: “Are we just one of the spectators watching 

Jesus going by, carrying His cross, or are we truly one of His disciples begging forgiveness for 

our part in this scene?” Something to think about during your prayer time this week!  MFB 


