PRINCE OF PEACE PARISH

Jesse Tree
Advent Devotional

go to princeofpeace.me for more information

Many Catholics did not grow up with the Jesse Tree Devotional during Advent. This year, the
parish would like to introduce it not only to the Masses but into each home in the parish.
From the stump of Jesse comes a bud and a sign of new life. In the “stump” of the pandemic
and the situations in the Church today, we pray that God will give us new life.

Each church in the parish has a Jesse Tree for the season of Advent. At each Mass, we will
add the ornament of the day as a way to mark the people and events of salvation history
leading up to the birth of Jesus.

Visit the website for a daily reflection as your journey through Advent. Each day the parish
will provide the scripture readings, reflection, and two ornaments to download. One ornament
will be a depiction of the story and the other will be a symbol for children to color. After
reading and reflecting on the scripture passage, add the ornament to your Jesse Tree.

You may also sign up for a FLOCKNOTE that will send the information to your inbox making it
easy for you to remain steadfast and committed to a daily reflection through Advent to
Christmas.

If all works well, we will also provide a quick video for your reflection as well found on the
parish website and parish YOUTUBE channel and FACEBOOK page. Look for information
online with more details.




Frequently asked questions about a fesce Tree

What is a Jesse Tree?

A Jesse tree is a devotional used during Advent to learn the
events of Salvation History leading up to the birth of Christ.
Each day, you put an ornament onto the tree that connects
with a scripture passage that is read. All the readings speak
of God’s preparation for the coming of Jesus in the events of
God’s people. You can start on the first Sunday of Advent
and complete on Christmas day with the birth of Jesus

What kind of tree do you use for a

Jesse Tree?

One can use any tree that is large enough for 30 or so
ornaments and strong enough to hold them. It can be a
branch placed in a pot, a Christmas tree or an image of tree
made from crafts that hangs on the wall.

What do you use for ornaments?

Our parish will provide ornaments for download on our
website. These can be printed and cut out. Many crafty
people make their own ornaments or children print out
simple ones that they color and hang. It is a great family
activity that also teaches the major figures and events in the
Bible up to Jesus’ birth. There is a lot of flexibility in
choosing the ornaments and symbols used. The web is a
great place to download free templates to use.

Is the Jesse tree for children or adults?

The Jesse Tree is often used in Religion classes to help
children learn the major figures in the Bible leading up to
Jesus. However, the parish would like to provide
meditations and readings for adults who would like to spend
some time reflecting on Salvation History. By providing
material for both adult and children, it can be a great way
parents and grandparents share faith with the young while
at same time reflecting on how God has worked in time.
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