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To forgive or to condemn that is the DILEMA 

This week in the Gospel of Saint John we find Jesus in a very complicated situation. The
scribes and the Pharisees have brought a woman who committed adultery to judge her.
This puts Jesus between a rock and a hard place with the following dilemma: to forgive
her (This would go against the Roman judicial system and the law of Moses) or to condemn
her (This would go against his own preaching). This however, is all a trap. Jesus (the only
one who could judge and condemn her) instead choosing the severe judgment of the law,
He chooses mercy as a response to the repentance that he sees in that woman's heart.
Jesus chose mercy as a solution to such judgment. The challenge for us in a time when we
have become judges of each other and at times are very harsh with our brothers is to
always be aware of our own vulnerabilities and thereby control our tendency to judge and
demean others. We are called to judge actions and not the person (this is very important
in family life). So let’s become aware of our own inclination to sin, realizing that we share
the same human nature as the people we tend to judge and condemn. When we cultivate
compassion and forgiveness towards ourselves, as God does with us… I am sure that we
would end up leaving our stone where we picked it up or we would not pick it up at all.
May the compassionate and merciful Jesus grant us the grace to have a heart like his. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome
HELLO, 

CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD FAMILY!

Welcome to our weekly CGS Guide that helps our parish families to grow in
knowledge of the faith and deepen our relationship with Jesus as his disciples. As
we encounter Jesus, we come to know him, love him, and serve him so that we
can be reasonably happy in this life and happy with him forever in heaven.

This  Week

For  ques t ions ,  comments ,  and  feedback ,  p lease  contact  us  a t  

DISCIPLESHIP@CGSCC.CHURCH

José Juan Valdez, MA.



The Holy Mass
The liturgy is the summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed, 

at the same time, it is the font from which all her power flows. (Cf. SC #10)

Why go to Mass?

Christ the Good Shepherd Mass Schedule 

Find Mass Anywhere 

This season, we are exploring the Big Idea

 How do we get to know and love Jesus Christ?

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time readings and podcasts 

from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). 

 

First Reading: Isiah 43:16-21

Psalm: 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6.

Second Reading: Philippenses  3:8-14

Gospel: John 8:1-11

 

Additional options for studying and discussing the Word of God:

 

Opening the Word by FORMED

Reflecting on the Sunday Readings

Sunday Connection by Loyola Press  

Children's Liturgy of the Word by Catholictv.org
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https://masstimes.org/
https://masstimes.org/
https://masstimes.org/
https://masstimes.org/
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/marriage-and-family/parenting/8-reasons-to-go-to-mass.html
https://cgsccdogh.org/mass-schedule
https://cgsccdogh.org/mass-schedule
https://masstimes.org/
https://masstimes.org/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/040322-YearC.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/040322-YearC.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112821.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112821.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/43?16
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/126?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/3?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/3?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/3?8
https://watch.formed.org/opening-the-word-1/season:3/videos/5th-sunday-of-lent-april-7-2019-1
https://emmausjourney.org/sundays_reading.php
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fifth-sunday-of-lent-cycle-c-sunday-connection/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fifth-sunday-of-lent-cycle-c-sunday-connection/
https://www.catholictv.org/childrens-liturgy.html


C O N N E C T  w i t h  o u r  G O D

Using this Guide can be as simple or as "in depth" as you want. If you do only the opening prayer

section, that's great! To go deeper, follow the steps as shown. For children, see "Resources," page 8.

WE LEARN & BECOME 

DISCIPLES TOGETHER

Question of the Week
How does forgiving instead of condemning make us more like our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ?

Opening Prayer

Let's start with the The Sign of Cross.

In your own words, ask the Holy Spirit to be present as we gather so share

our faith (Prayer to the Holy Spirit).

Listen to the Lord speaking to you as someone reads out load the Gospel

for this Sunday (see previous page for links to Scripture readings for this

week). 

Listen to each other as everyone shares what in the Gospel caught their

attention. 

Pray the "Glory be..."  

          

    More on how to manage a group discussion.

                                                   

Getting
Started
How to use 
this Guide.

 
Why are we
doing this?

Step One

C O N N E C T  w i t h  o u r  d a i l y  L I V E S

In relation to people, situations or things with which I do not agree or do not like, how do I
conduct myself? Do I tend to be severe and incisive? Or, on the contrary, am I compassionate
and seek reconciliation?
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https://youtu.be/autaIzGDcy8
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/prayer-to-the-holy-spirit/
https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/the-glory-be-prayer.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1stcj7W-aO9yJA5eL6hs4xFPJVPZ_1ExT/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1stcj7W-aO9yJA5eL6hs4xFPJVPZ_1ExT/view
https://cgscc.church/getting-started
https://cgscc.church/getting-started
https://cgscc.church/getting-started
https://cgscc.church/getting-started
https://cgscc.church/getting-started


Step Two
C O N N E C T  w i t h  S c r i p t u r e  a n d  T r a d i t i o n

“Stop judging,* that you may not be judged... Matthew 7:1-2
"The one who judges me is the Lord... 1 Corinthians 4:4-5
Who are you to pass judgment on someone else’s servant? Romans 14:4

Respect for the reputation of a person. CCC #2477
God's desire is mercy not sacrifice. CCC #2100
We are invited to avoid rush judgment. CCC #2478

In the HOLY SCRIPTURE we read:

In the Catechism of the Catholic Church, we read:

The story in today's gospel is about the woman who
committed adultery. The Scribes and Pharisees have
brought her to Jesus to condemn her. Who are the
"adulterous women" in our days and why do we keep
condemning them?
Jesus does not condemn the adulterous woman. What does
that mean to you?
Considering our tendency to judge, when do I find myself
trying to stone someone? 

Discussion Questions

R e f l e c t i o n  Q u e s t i o n

R E S O U R C E S  F O R  A L L  A G E S
For related information, activities, and age-appropriate resources, turn to the Resources for All Ages section of this
Guide. You may use as many or as few as you want to. Adapt to your situation and your household. You can even

spread these activities over the span of the entire week.  There is no wrong way to do this!
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As a domestic church (your household) or Small Faith Group, pray and read through some  of the following
(you can select) Scriptures & Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) references as time permits.

Do you know anyone in our community who has left because
he/she felt judged? If you feel comfortable, share.
What can I do to be more open to everyone and inclusive in
our faith community?

How does forgiving instead of condemning make us more like our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?

Step Three
C O N N E C T  w i t h  O T H E R S . . .  
L i v i n g  t h e  G o s p e l  w i t h  c o m m i t m e n t  &  a c t i o n .   

What can I do to be more loving and less judgmental towards those who are different in any

way?

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/7#48007001-2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/14
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/para/2477.htm
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/para/2100.htm
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/para/2478.htm
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Practical Activities
For the Individual

Changing the way

Try to have a respectful relationship with someone whom you have judged harshly before.

For Couples

"In good times and in bad"

We vowed to accept our spouse as they are, however, sometimes it is difficult to do that. What

are some of the things that are difficult to accept in your spouse? Make a list of those that you

find the most difficult to accept and over the next week, pray that God will grant you

acceptance and love towards her/him.

For the Domestic Church

Showing Jesus' compassion 

As a family, pick one of the Works of Mercy. Then, together, implement the chosen work of

mercy by showing Jesus' love and compassion to those that are less fortunate.

Missionary Mindset

Reaching out!

If you know someone who has abandoned the Church for any reason or has feel rejected or

not accepted, make and effort to reach out just to check how are they are doing or do an

intentional act of kindness for them.

Want more? Go Deeper

Closing Prayer

We sign ourselves with the Sign of Cross.

According to what we reflected on, or

whatever is in my heart share a petition, at

the end we all say: Lord hear our prayer. 
Then we can pray the Our Father, Hail Mary

and the Glory be...

As we finish, let us share a sign of peace

with each other. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16xOLJ31v2erno7qmlauIo0ceT25rKRAR/view?usp=sharing


                         Prayer (From "Let us Pray" by Renew International)                                      
  

Loving and Merciful GOD

You love us just the same like a father does 

even when his son last gotten lost along the way.

 

We ask your forgiveness for our tendency 

to judge our brothers and sisters. 

 

We humbly ask for your grace and wisdom.

 

Help us realize 

the ways in which we often forget 

to be humble and the way we look down on others 

filled with judgement and pride.

 

With the help of your Spirit, 

give us the freedom to accept the sins of others, 

admitting our own vulnerability and blindness. 

 

We praise your generosity, Lord, 

and we surrender to your wisdom and mercy 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

From what you have learned, how would you now answer the Question of the Week?

How does forgiving instead of condemning make us more like our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?

A T  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  L E S S O N  O R  E N D  O F  T H E  W E E K
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RESOURCES FOR ALL AGES

E a r l y  A d o l e s c e n c e  ( J r . H i g h ,  G r a d e s  6 - 8 )

POINTS OF UNDERSTANDING
Clear statements of the Church’s teachings along with where they come from and ways to use them.

 

1. Age-Specific Resources 
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E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  ( A g e s  3 - 5 )

Question: Why do we forgive?
"Seeds" by Pflaum Publishing. 
Catholic Kids Media // True Forgiveness! Lent 5C - Video (7:14) 

C h i l d h o o d  ( E l e m e n t a r y ,  G r a d e s  1 - 5 )

Question: Is it easy or hard for you to forgive and why?
Grades K-1: "Promise" by Pflaum Publishing and
Grades 2,3 &4: "Good News" by Pflaum Publishing. 
Catholic Kids Media // True Forgiveness! Lent 5C - Video (7:14) 

Question: Do I tend to understand and forgive others or do I judge and
criticize others?
We recommend all Catholic youth have their own youth bible. 
Grades 5 & 6: "Venture" by Pflaum Publishing and Grades 7 & 8: "Visions"
by Pflaum Publishing. 
Life Teen // Thou Shall Not Judge -- Blog
USCCB // Mathew 18:15-20 -- Bible

Age-specific materials for early childhood through 9th grade are now available for your use
together with this Guide. They are easy to use and the cost is $25.00 per set, per year. Reserve

and pick up your copies by contacting Jackie Coba in the parish office or by email. 346.236.6459
ex. 342 or jcoba@cgscc.church Want samples? Need help? Just ask! Learn more at the Gospel

Weeklies Website for Parents!
 
 

A d o l e s c e n c e  ( H i g h  S c h o o l ,  G r a d e s  9 - 1 2 )

Question: Do I tend to understand and forgive others or do I judge and criticize others?
Ascension Presents // What Forgiveness is NOT --Video (8:01) 
Ascension Presents // Is it OK to Judge Someone?--Video (6:25)
Life Teen // Don't Judge Me! -- Blog

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1snYEnUwRdBcMy2qXd7Mt76XIjSE6tWzl/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100283607752815555221&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ-wlL3_x_XbF--5a9rW3sg
https://youtu.be/Jkz1DuRKqCE
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ-wlL3_x_XbF--5a9rW3sg
https://youtu.be/Jkz1DuRKqCE
https://lifeteen.com/blog/thou-shall-not-judge/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/18
https://www.pflaumweeklies.com/family/
https://youtu.be/JEIN1TTgco0
https://youtu.be/mThuNcfDCI8
https://lifeteen.com/blog/dont-judge-me/


2. General Resources

A d u l t h o o d
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T h e  H o l y  B i b l e

T h e  C a t e c h i s m  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  ( C C C )

Online Catechism via the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)

NEW! Simplified version of the Catechism of the Catholic Church

If you don't know much about the Catechism or want to learn more: Catechism Support

Online Bible via the United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops (USCCB)

If you don't know much about the Bible or want to learn more: Scripture Support

Our parish subscribes to a library of online resources called Formed. It is excellent and it is free for you

to use. Register at www.formed.org - Need help? Watch this video.

F o r m e d

Catholics use the New American Bible Revised Edition (NABRE) as the translation for Mass readings.
There are many acceptable versions of NABRE (learn more) as well as other approved translations. You
may purchase from any vendor and we do have some basic editions on hand at the parish office at no
charge—available upon request.  

R e c o m m e n d e d  P r i n t  B i b l e s
These  a re  a l l  b y  S t .  Mar y ' s  P re s s :  O rde r  d i rec t l y
f rom the  pub l i s he r  o r  sea rch  on l i ne  fo r  o the r
vendo r s .  

Catho l i c  Fam i l y  Connec t ions  B ib le
(d ig i ta l  ve r s i on  ava i l ab le )
C a t h o l i c  Y o u t h  B i b l e  ( A d o l e s c e n t s  &  C o l l e g e )
" B r e a k t h r o u g h "   ( E a r l y  A d o l e s c e n t s  / / J r .  H i g h )
C a t h o l i c  C h i l d r e n ' s  B i b l e   

Catholic Productions // The Woman Caught in Adultery and St. Augustine by Dr. Brant Pitre (4:05) 
Catholic Productions // What Did Jesus Write in the Sand? By Dr. Brant Pitre (7:53)
Fr. Paul Scalia // Justice and Mercy, article. 

https://www.usccb.org/sites/default/files/flipbooks/catechism/
https://www.catholicity.com/catechism/
https://www.catholicity.com/catechism/
https://cgsccdogh.org/catechism-support
https://bible.usccb.org/bible
https://bible.usccb.org/bible
https://bible.usccb.org/bible
https://cgsccdogh.org/scripture-support
https://formed.org/
https://vimeo.com/358383023
https://www.usccb.org/offices/new-american-bible/revised-edition-information
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/which-catholic-bible-translation-is-the-best
https://www.comcenter.com/product/STMR-821443/NABRE-The-Catholic-Family-Connections-Bible-softcover/
https://www.comcenter.com/product/STMR-821443ET/New-American-Bible-Revised-Edition-The-Catholic-Family-Connections-Bible-Ebook-Lifetime-Purchase-Ebook/
https://www.smp.org/product/4153/The-Catholic-Youth-Bible-4th-Edition/
https://www.smp.org/series/50/Breakthrough/#order
https://www.smp.org/series/50/Breakthrough/#order
https://www.smp.org/product/4151/The-Catholic-Childrens-Bible-Revised-Edition/
https://youtu.be/8wYiPP2nf0o
https://youtu.be/9PKtoubfK6w
https://catholicexchange.com/justice-and-mercy/#:~:text=Mercy%20presumes%20what%20justice%20demands%2C%20but%20then%20generously,does%20not%20presume%20justice%20is%20irresponsible%20and%20sentimental.


3. Sacramental Resources
Visit  the sacraments section of our website to find

everything you need to get started with any sacrament.

Additional information is being added and continually

updated. Contact our parish office if you have a question.
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Genesis Apologetics // New Every Morning (Audrey Assad) the "Adulterous Woman" - Video (5:15)

Worldwide Mattress Outlet // The adulterous woman - scripture song -John 8:4-11  - Video (3:21)

my friends call me Mel // Lyric Video for "Go On" | Melanie Mozer - Original Song - Video (5:41)

Music Lover // Go and Sin No More - Rebecca St. James (Lyric Video) - Video 

M u s i c  t o  M o v e  Y o u

Our parish offers Rejoice Counseling for individuals and families for a variety of issues and

needs. You may use this online form to contact them directly. 

We also offer Grief Support ministry for those who have lost loved ones and Spiritual Direction

for anyone interested. Follow the links or inquire through the parish office.

C o u n s e l i n g ,  G r i e f  S u p p o r t  &  S p i r i t u a l  D i r e c t i o n

S a c r e d  A r t  t o  I n s p i r e  Y o u !  

All Sacred Art Currently on Formed (parish subscription free

to our parishioners--register once, get access to all content)

All Sacred Art - FORMED

Elizabeth Wang // Jesus forgives the woman caught in

adultery, Metal Print
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Familiar prayers and a chart showing at what age level they should be learned.

C o m m o n  P r a y e r s  a n d  F o r m u l a s  t o  L e a r n  b y  H e a r t

https://cgscc.church/sacraments
https://youtu.be/cWcPStmRS14
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpqhIvpKJySWrIev9VCn2Ig
https://youtu.be/CyoUxDoAhrI
https://youtu.be/CyoUxDoAhrI
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtJ2uEvQ6KVrY4cid3FQkOg
https://youtu.be/tIGc2PMeZkE
https://youtu.be/MnTgleMFK14
https://cgscc.church/rejoice-counceling-apostolate
https://www.rejoicecounseling.com/contact/
https://cgscc.church/griefshare
https://cgscc.church/spiritual-direction
https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=4062&d=h5DW4XRf5KOdEpc_tRSs_u0RNelpfbc7CkDh_0PWIA&s=1764&u=https%3a%2f%2fwatch%2eformed%2eorg%2fsacred-art
https://fineartamerica.com/featured/jesus-forgives-the-woman-caught-in-adultery-elizabeth-wang.html?product=metal-print
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qeDWpVKTkGHMHj4W3VjetveEGe8kzHjk/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105285502881532753264&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CJduzz4lKAmqTtnN-wNmSsdFcGwFH579/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105285502881532753264&rtpof=true&sd=true


WE ARE THE CHURCH

A Domestic Church is your household of believers in Jesus Christ. View a short video on what is the
Domestic Church. See also this reference in the Catechism of the Catholic Church: CCC 1655-1858
and our Glossary of Terms. There is so much at CGS for your Domestic Church! See our website,
social media pages, YouTube, and this week "FLOCKNOTE” for all things CGS!

What Makes us Catholic?
 

What is justice? It “consists in the constant and firm
will to give what is due to both God and neighbor”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church #1807). Justice
seeks to set things right, but so does mercy. Saint

John Paul II told us that justice “must find its
fulfillment in love.” Mercy forebears punishment

even when justice demands it. Mercy is compassion
in place of condemnation. The essence of the

Gospel and of Christianity is not justice alone, but
also God’s merciful love revealed in Jesus Christ.

 
 

 
 

W o r d  o f  t h e  W e e k  -  C O M P A S S I O N

Compassion is concern for the suffering and pain experienced by others. Compassion means "to suffer

with," as to have empathy for another person and to offer help. Everyone you meet is going through

something hard. Offer compassion to someone today. 

M o r e  f o r  y o u r  D o m e s t i c  C h u r c h

" F a i t h  G r o u p s "  o n  o u r  W e b s i t e
Find resources for your family, including how to use this Guide, family traditions
from other parishioners, FAQs, how to use the Points of Understanding, a Glossary
of Terms and more.  Visit cgsccdogh.org/faith-groups OR scan the QR code on
the right with your smart phone.
Join a small Faith Group in our parish. Contact discipleship@cgscc.church
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HOW HAVE YOU SEEN GOD PRESENT AND ACTIVE IN YOUR LIFE THIS WEEK?

S a i n t s  o f  t h e  M o n t h  -  A P R I L

How does forgiving instead of condemning make us more like our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u4J48lAg4zgCjqIiFhBDFdSoguC_blRu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u4J48lAg4zgCjqIiFhBDFdSoguC_blRu/view?usp=sharing


Our Mission as a Roman Catholic
Community is to proclaim the
teachings of Jesus Christ as declared
in the scriptures and shown in the
sacred tradition of the church. We are
empowered by the Holy Spirit to
know, love, and serve God and our
neighbors. 

WE WANT OUR PARISHIONERS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THIS GUIDE!

How is this Guide working for you and your family?

Show us what your family is doing with these Guides!

Share an idea, a resource or picture/video of what you are doing in your

Domestic Church.

DISCIPLESHIP@CGSCC.CHURCH

BECOMING OUR "BEST PARISH EVER!"

Text CGS to 84576 to join us on Flocknote

You will receive emails & texts from CGS

18511 Klein Church Rd. Spring, TX 77379

(281) 376-6831
Very Reverend James Burkart, Pastor

The contents of this Guide are in accordance with the teachings of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops and the Curriculum Framework for Lifelong Faith Formation of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
under the pastoral care of Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Archbishop.
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