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Ministry Spotlight 
The Haiti Ministry

   St. Alphonsus Parishioners Fund Haiti School Building Projects

What is the Haiti Ministry?  

The Haiti Ministry began its work 
with our twin parish, St. Anthony of 
Padua in Croix Fer, Haiti in 2010. 
Our mission is to develop a strong 
relationship with our twin parish and 
assist them in becoming a thriving, 
flourishing and self-sustaining parish.

What do we do? 

The Haiti Ministry works on 
improving lives in Croix Fer, Haiti, 
with a focus on providing excellent 
education for the children and 
improving the health of the families 
by providing clean water. During the 
first few years of the ministry, our 
parish helped build two schools.

What are some of our most 
recent accomplishments? 

The parishioners of St. Anthony have 
created a parish business and use the 
school cafeteria as a community 
center during evenings and 
weekends. They host community 
events such as meetings, 
celebrations, receptions and family 
events, and use the money raised to 
support new parish and school 
projects, as well as some salary 
support for workers.

Annual and On-going Projects
Elementary Education - Teachers earn less than $200 a month.                 
St. Alphonsus Parish raises funds to support teacher salaries.

Feed the Children School Lunch Program - During Lent, generous       
St. Alphonsus families provide funding for 250 children to receive a warm 
cooked school lunch meal. Often this lunch is the only meal of substance for 
the day for a child.

Gift of Water - Over the past eight years, St. Alphonsus Parish has provided 
clean water filtering units to over 500 homes. As a parish, we also provide 
salary support for village technicians to maintain these important disease- 
preventing units.

College Scholarship Program - This fall, a third Croix Fer student will 
have an opportunity to attend college with a scholarship provided by 
contributions from a group of donors from St Alphonsus Parish. During the 
school breaks, the students provide community service to St. Anthony’s 
Parish.
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“When we attend to the needs of those 
in want, we give them what is theirs, not 

ours. More than performing works of 
mercy, we are paying a debt of justice.” 

  Catechism of the Catholic Church 

Fr. Gauthier of St. Anthony of Padua

School Cafeteria and Community Center

How can you help? 

The Haiti Ministry can always use more 
hands-on help for its many projects. We 
are actively recruiting parishioners that 
have special skills or interest in 
communications and fundraising. 

Contact Information:
• Michelle S. Howenstine 

• MLJJ04@aol.com 

Involvement:
The Haiti Ministry meets every fourth 
Monday evening at 7:15 pm at               
St. Alphonsus. We can use volunteers 
with any amount of available time to 
contribute to our Haiti projects.

Burners Help Provide Hot School Lunches Gift of Water
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