
Marian Calendar May 

 1 - Our Lady Queen of the May  May is dedicated to Mary the mother of God. Garlands of 

flowers, petal-strewn processions culminating in the crowning her image, are all forms of 

homage to Our Queen. It is Mary’s holiness and purity that become the special object of our 

devotion; a purity that become the special object of our devotion; a purity of soul and body that 

we should revere and strive to imitate. Not for a moment was there ever any difference between 

her will and that of the Most High. Not for a moment was there anything in Mary that could in 

any way displease her Lord. Of all God’s creatures, Mary is indeed all fair, the beloved of the 

Almighty. During this month dedicated to her, let us admire the sinlessness of God’s Mother, of 

our own Heavenly Mother. With God’s grace and Mary’s assistance and intercession, we can 

achieve that purity of soul that is pleasing to her and to her Son.  

2 - Our Lady of Oviedo, Spain (711)  The Cathedral of Oviedo was founded in 781 AD, and 

enlarged by Alfonso the Chaste, who made Oviedo the capital of Kingdom of Asturias. The 

chapel was once called the Sancta Ovetensis, owing to the quantity and quality of relics 

contained in the Camara Santa (Holy Chamber). There is in the city of Oviedo a Holy Chest that 

contains many and varied relics. It rests in the town where King Alfonso II, the Chaste, built a 

shrine to house it, and has been venerated by faithful Catholics since apostolic times. Indeed, it is 

believed to have been fashioned by devoted disciples of the twelve apostles. Many men and 

woman throughout history have given their entire lives in service to the holy relics contained 

therein, or to save the chest from pagans who sought its destruction. 

3 - Our Lady of Czestochowa  The small town of Czestochowa is northeast of Krakow, Poland. 

To every Pole the name means but one thing – Mary’s Sanctuary. On a nearby hill – the Bright 

Hill, Jasna Gora in Polish – the Monks of St Paul the Hermit have a monastery. In the chapel of 

Our Lady in their monastery church, is the famous painting of the Blessed Virgin. This painting 

of the Mother of God holding the Child Jesus in her arms, bears the title, Our Lady of the Bright 

Hill (Jasna Gora) she is the Patroness and Protectress of the Poles; the Queen of the Crown in 

Poland. 

4 - Our Lady the Helper, Normandy, France  Caen is a city of over 100,000 people in the 

province of Normandy in north western France. Unfortunately, much of the city was destroyed in 

1944 during World War II. Although no reference to Our Lady the Helper is found in Normandy, 

it is possible that the chapel was destroyed during the French Revolution, or else during one of 

the World Wars. Like the motto of the city, which once used to be, “One God, one King, one 

Faith, one Law,” it may no longer exist. 

5 - Our Lady, Queen of Apostles  The apostles understood better than anyone else the great 

privileges of Mary. They realized her sanctity; they recognized her virtues; they knew how she 

had cooperated in the work of redemption; they knew how Jesus loved her. During the public life 

of Christ they were closely associated with the Blessed Mother. They were with her through the 

suffering of our Lord. With Mary they persevered in prayer in the upper room, waiting for the 

coming of the Holy Spirit. During this long association, even before the death and resurrection of 

Jesus, the apostles came to know her as their Queen and Mother. Mary is Queen of the Apostles 

in another sense. The apostles were zealous but they had their defects. They sometimes showed 



lack of courage, faith, humility and meekness. Mary, on the contrary, had every virtue in 

perfection, especially those of the true missionary-zeal and the spirit of sacrifice. Mary merited 

the title Queen of Apostles by years of exile in foreign countries among pagans. She saw mission 

life in all its phases. 

 6 - Our Lady of Miracles in the Church of Our Lady of Peace, Rome (1483) The present church 

of Our Lady of Peace, or Santa Maria Della Pace, in Rome, Italy, is still standing. It was built by 

Pope Sixtus IV after the city of Rome had been under siege by the Duke of Calabria. The pope 

had made a vow that he would build a new church in Rome in honor of Our Lady if peace could 

somehow be re-established between his Papal States and the cities of Florence, Milan and 

Naples. Construction actually started in 1482 as an act of thanksgiving to the Blessed Virgin.  

7 - Our Lady of Haut, in Hainault (1267)  The Benedictines have perpetuated Haut or Hainault 

by erecting a monastery where daily and hourly the praises of Mary are sung in the canonical 

hours. Miracles still occur at the shrine of Our Lady of Haut; miracles of every nature and for 

every ardent plea sent for help to Heaven’s Queen. 

8 - Our Lady of Pompeii  By the last half of the nineteenth century the Valley of Pompeii, near 

Naples, was practically deserted. Of the few people who lived there, most had lost their ancient 

Catholic faith; ignorance and superstition prevailed and only a handful of people attended the 

services in the little parish chapel. In October 1872, Bartolo Longo came to the valley. He was 

the husband of the Countess of Fusco, who had some property there; and Bartolo came to see 

what condition it was in. He had been raised a Catholic but it seems he was not very devout. On 

October 9th, a few days after his arrival, he was walking along a rather desolate road when 

suddenly a voice seemed to speak to him. It told him that if he wished to be saved, he should 

spread devotion to the Rosary and that the Blessed Virgin had promised, that was the way to find 

salvation. He promised the Virgin he would not leave until he has popularized the Rosary. After 

his persistence of two or three years he  had gathered quite a group around him for daily 

recitation of the prayers in the little chapel. The Bishop visited the valley in 1875, and 

complimented Bartolo on the good work he had done. He suggested that a church be built there 

in honor of Our Lady of Pompeii, and then, turning prophet, the Bishop pointed to a field near 

the chapel and declared that someday a basilica would stand on that spot. 

9 - The Cathedral of Our Lady of Loreto erected (1586) The church of Loreto, one of the finest 

in Italy, has been adorned, according to their taste, by popes and numerous princes and rulers.  

10 - Our Lady of Saussaie, Paris (1305) Near Paris there was once a shrine dedicated to Mary 

under the above title, but also known as Our Lady of Joy. According to legend, the latter title 

was given to the abbey when Saint King Louis IX was returning from an expedition and met his 

mother near the convent. On that occasion it was named for the joy they felt at the reunion. 

Mary, our Queen Mother, is mistress of the elements as her King Son was and is. It is related that 

she used a devastating storm to convince the Parisians of her God-given power over the world, 

and that she, too, could, with the grace of God, do the apparently impossible. Driven to the last 

extremity, the people took refuge at the shrine, and implored Mary to protect them and spare 

their homes and their city. Instantly and miraculously the raging storm subsided. 



11 - Our Lady of Aparecida, Patroness of Brazil  In 1717, three fishermen in Brazil poled their 

boat into the Parahyba River along the outskirts of their village. For hours they cast their nets but 

caught no fish. They decided to give up for the day; then for some reason, they wanted to make 

one more try. Alves threw out his net and slowly pulled it in to see something that looked like a 

chunk of wood which turned out to be a headless statue of the Blessed Virgin. On a second try 

the net held a roundish piece of wood – the head from the very same statue. Obeying an impulse, 

Alves lowered his net one more time. When Alves began to pull the net back in, he found he 

could hardly lift the net because it was bulging with fish. His companions threw out their nets 

and they had the same luck. The next day they fastened the head to the body of the statue, 

cleaned it, and one of them set it up in his humble dwelling. The story of the statue and the 

immense catch of fish spread and every evening people came to pay homage to the Blessed 

Virgin. They gave it the name Aparecida, “She who appeared.” Soon a little chapel was erected – 

the crowds were too big for the humble cottage; then a larger chapel was built. Our Lady well 

repaid those who honored her, for numerous cures and even extraordinary miracles took place at 

her shrine. In 1846, work began on the construction of a new church, completed in 1888, and the 

statue was transferred to it. In 1904 by order of the Holy Father, the image was solemnly 

crowned. In 1909 the church was raised to the level of a minor basilica; in 1930 Pope Pius XI 

promoted it to a Basilica and officially declared Our Lady of Aparecida the Patroness of Brazil. 

12 - Our Lady of Power, Aubervilliers, France  Known now as Notre-Dame-des-Vertus, this is 

the 14th century church in Aubervilliers that is the very location that experienced so many 

miracles during the Middle Ages. As noted by the Abbot Orsini, the church was originally 

dedicated to Saint Christopher, yet the name soon changed to honor the Mother of God in 

recognition of the graces and miracles obtained there due to the intercession of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. The first miracle occurred on May 14th, 1336 when prayers for rain were answered 

during a severe drought and parishioners came to the church to thank God. This was the 

beginning of the pilgrimages to the church that began almost immediately, especially from the 

parishes of Paris. These pilgrimages were encouraged by the authorities of the Church, as well as 

by the example of the many distinguished visitors and the continued occurrences of many other 

miracles over the following centuries. These miracles included many cures and healings, as well 

as the miracles of two children who were brought back to life. Kings and queens were among the 

many pilgrims who came during the Middle Ages, including King Louis XIII, who came to pray 

for the capture of Rochelle. The miraculous wooden statue of Our Lady of Power was desecrated 

and burned on October 12, 1793, during the ravages of the French Revolution. 

13 - Our Lady of Fatima, Portugal (1917)  Our Lady of Fatima refers to the Marian apparitions 

that occurred at Fatima, Portugal, in 1917. The first apparition occurred on May 13th, and the 

last occurred on October 13th with the miracle of the sun. In a world where Our Lady has 

appeared hundreds of times throughout the centuries and worked tens of thousands of miracles, 

what makes the apparitions at Fatima so extraordinary is the prophecy of a coming world war 

and the secrets that were entrusted to the children who spoke with the Blessed Virgin Mary.The 

three children the Blessed Virgin appeared to were Lucia dos Santos, aged 10, and her cousins 

Francisco and Jacinta Marto, aged 9 and 7. They were tending sheep in the Cova de Iria when 

they saw a woman “brighter than the sun,” who exhorted them to do penance. The last apparition 

of Our Lady of Fatima occurred on October 13th, and there were about 70,000 people present for 

the event, among them atheists who did not believe the stories related by the children. It was a 



rainy day, and everyone was soaked and the earth was muddy and covered with murky puddles. 

The rain ceased at the beginning of the apparition, and at one point Lucia called out for everyone 

to look at the sun. Even the anti-Catholic paper Ordem later wrote: “…the sun trembled, made 

sudden incredible movements outside all cosmic laws – the sun ‘danced’ according to the typical 

expression of the people.” The Blessed Virgin showed the children a vision of hell, and also told 

them: “You have seen hell where the souls of poor sinners go. To save them, God wishes to 

establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate Heart. If you do as I say, many souls will be 

saved and there will be peace. The war will end, but if men do not cease to offend God a worse 

one will break out during the Pontificate of Pope Pius XI. When you see a night illuminated by a 

bright and unfamiliar light, know that this is the great sign given you by God that He is about to 

punish humanity for its crimes by means of war, famine, and persecutions of the Church and the 

Holy Father. To prevent this, I shall come to ask for the consecration of Russia to my 

Immaculate Heart and the Communion of Reparation on the First Saturdays. If my requests are 

heeded, Russia will be converted and there will be peace; if not, she will spread her errors 

throughout the world, causing wars and persecutions of the Church. The good will be martyred, 

the Holy Father will have much to suffer, and various nations will be annihilated. In the end, my 

Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to me, and she shall be 

converted, and a period of peace will be granted to the world.” The children were also told that 

there would be a remarkable sign in the night sky that would precede a second world war. It 

occurred on January 25th, 1938 as bright lights taken for an aurora borealis that was seen all over 

the northern hemisphere, including Europe, the United States, and even North Africa. Lucia 

verified that it was the sign the Blessed Virgin had foretold, and indeed, Hitler invaded Austria 

within a few months. The Church has found the apparitions to be worthy of belief, and millions 

of faithful Catholics have travelled as pilgrims to the shrine at Fatima. Francisco and his sister 

Jacinta died shortly after the apparitions, while Lucia later became a sister, dying at the convent 

in 2005 at the age of 97. As if to testify to the truthfulness of the apparitions she had related to 

the world, the body of Jacinta Marto was exhumed in 1935 and again in 1951, and was found to 

be incorrupt and surrounded by a pleasant odor on both occasions. 

14 - Our Lady of Bavaria (1330)  Also known as Our Lady of Altotting, the shrine of the Chapel 

of Grace in Bavaria is about three miles south of Oberammergau in upper Bavaria. The 

miraculous healings that have occurred there are so numerous that the shrine is thought of today 

as the “Lourdes of Germany.” There are many votive offerings that have been left at the shrine as 

testimony of graces received and miraculous healings. In 1744 the medieval church was burnt 

down, its successor being built and decorated in the German baroque manner. The chapel has an 

unusual octagonal shape, and it is thought to be the oldest Marian shrine in Germany. Pope John 

Paul II visited the shrine in 1980, and Pope Benedict XVI went there in 2006, leaving the 

Episcopal ring he had worn while the Archbishop of Munich. 

15 - Our Lady of France (1860)  In LePuy, France, a massive rock, probably of volcanic origin, 

called Rocher Corneille (Cornelius Rock) towers almost 2,500 feet above sea level. On the very 

top of this huge pedestal, there is an enormous metal statue of the Blessed Virgin and Child, 

erected in 1860. It is the second largest statue in the world, second only to the Statue of Liberty, 

which was also made in France. The figure of the virgin, approximately fifty-five feet high, 

stands upon a globe; above her head is a starry crown, her feet crush a serpent. The Infant sits on 

her right arm, His right hand raised in blessing of the entire countryside. All crusaders passed 



this on their way to the Holy Land on pilgrimage to rescue the Holy Places from the hands of the 

infidel. There was scarcely a knight who did not go to bid farewell to Our Lady of Puy and ask 

her to care for his dear ones, should he not return. 

16 - Apparition of Our Lady to Saint Catherine of Alexandria (4th Century)  The beautiful 

daughter of King Costus and Queen Sabinella, Saint Catherine of Alexandria, also known as 

Saint Catherine of the Wheel, is a Catholic saint, virgin, and martyr. At a young age she decided 

to remain a virgin. While yet a teenager, Saint Catherine received a vision of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary and Her Divine Son Jesus Christ. In this vision, the Mother of God gave Catherine to her 

Son in a mystical marriage. Saint Catherine was martyred by the Roman Emperor Maxentius 

when she refused his proposal of marriage.  

17 - Our Lady of Tears, Spoleto, Italy (1494)  At this time in history the faithful would often 

have religious artwork painted on the outside of their homes, and there were students of master 

painter Pietro Vannucci who would often do the work. On October 4rd, 1483, an Italian home 

owner had an image of the Blessed Virgin with the Divine Child in her arms painted on the 

north-east wall of his residence. Interestingly, the original painting also depicted Saint Francis at 

the left of the Blessed Virgin. The painting was completed on the feast day of Saint Francis of 

Assisi, but the image of Saint Francis disappeared under the new ornamentation in which the 

Madonna and her Child was later enclosed in the seventeenth century. It was nearly two years 

later, on Friday, August 5, 1485, when there were those who saw tears of blood fall from the 

eyes of the Madonna. The date of the miracle is precisely confirmed by many contemporary 

documents of the municipal authorities, and there was also a notary of Trevi who recorded all of 

the miracles he witnessed, and those records can still be found in the archives of the city of 

Trevi. There was, of course, a great deal of speculation as to why this image of the Blessed 

Virgin was weeping tears of blood, and it was finally generally accepted that it was out of 

sympathy for the people who were suffering so much from the pestilence and famine. 

18 - Dedication of Our Lady of Bonport Abbey, Diocese of Evreux (1190)  The abbey of Our 

Lady of Bonport, or Notre-Dame de Bon Port, was founded on March 11th, 1190, by King 

Richard the Lion Heart, King of England and Duke of Normandy. According to legend, the king 

was in peril of his life on the river Seine when he made a vow that he would found a monastery 

on that side if he arrived safely (in French à Bonport) on the opposite bank of the river. The 

abbey was built shortly afterwards in that place in the north of France in the Haute-Normandy 

region with the help of many of the local lords. It had been damaged and restored several times 

throughout its history until its cloister and church were finally destroyed during the French 

Revolution. Our Lady of Bonport is one of the few remaining Cistercian abbeys in Normandy 

with monastic buildings from the Middle Ages, including a magnificent 13th century vaulted 

refectory. 

19 - Our Lady of Flines, Douay (1279)  Saint Bernard had recently established an order of nuns 

according to the rule of his order, and in 1234 Margaret de Dampiere presented Saint Bernard 

with the abbey located near Douay. Five years previous to this, Archbishop Peter of Rheims had 

dedicated the shrine to Our Lady of Flines. This shrine became a place of pilgrimage as a result 

of the miraculous cure of a child protégé of Margaret’s. The abbey was destroyed by the 

partisans of the French Revolution, and there is now no trace of the once thriving abbey.  



20 - Dedication of the Church of La Ferte, Burgundy, in honor of Our Lady (1113)  The first 

daughter-house of Citeaux, L’Abbaye de la Ferte was founded by Saint Bernard’s Cistercian 

Order.  The church was one of the largest Cistercian abbeys, and one of the first four abbeys for 

women, which included Pontigny, Clairvaux, and Morimond. These abbeys had a major role in 

the future organization of the Cistercian Order. Like many abbeys, la Ferte suffered immensely 

during the major wars and upheavals in French history. In 1791 the abbey was unlawfully seized 

and sold as the property of the French national government. It was purchased by a family that has 

owned the site since the Revolution, although today only the magnificent abbey ‘palace’ with its 

interiors remains, and it is nothing now more than a bed and breakfast inn. Turned to secular use, 

the owners advertise the now “divine suits” and the “vast staircase, rooms with sculpted 

paneling, tapestries, paintings and XVIIth century furniture.” The church, however, was never 

restored, and there is now no trace of the magnificent edifice once graced by the presence of 

Saint Bernard. 

21 - Our Lady of Vladimir, Russia (1115)  One of the most famous and most beautiful of all 

icons of the Mother of God is that of Our Lady of Vladimir, also known as the Virgin of 

Vladimir. She is depicted cheek to cheek with the Divine Child, whose arms caress her, yet the 

image is strong and noble in workmanship, completely free from “sweetness” and sentimentality. 

It is the great example of the type of icon that the Russians call tenderness. All the tsars were 

crowned and patriarchs installed in the presence of this image, up until the revolution. 

22 - Our Lady of Monte Vergine, near Naples, Italy (1119)  A very famous Benedictine 

sanctuary located in the village of Montevergine in the Campanian region of Italy is known as 

“Monte Vergine;” its religious history goes back to pre-Christian times, when there was a temple 

of Cybele there. A chapel of the Blessed Virgin was built in the seventh century, and in 1119 

Saint William of Vercelli founded the monastery that still exists high up on the mountains. Saint 

William was a hermit who came back to his native Italy after making a pilgrimage to the shrine 

of Santiago de Compostela in Spain. The first true church was constructed in 1126, and was 

dedicated to the Blessed Virgin. During World War II the church was used to hide the famed 

Holy Shroud of Turin, the burial cloth of Christ. A new basilica was begun in 1952 in the 

Romanesque style, and this structure was consecrated in 1961. There are over one and one half 

million pilgrims yearly who come to Monte Vergine to visit Our Lady of Montevergine, most 

notably at Whitsuntide. There have been numerous miracles attributed to this portrait of the 

Mother of God and her Divine Son. 

23 - Our Lady of Miracles of Brescia, Italy (1478)  This north Italian shrine in Lombardy 

originated with a painting of the Blessed Virgin on the outside of a house. During an epidemic of 

bubonic plague that devastated Brescia in 1478, it is recorded that it became the occasion of 

miracles of healing. The church of Our Lady of Miracles in Brescia was built to honor the image 

of the Blessed Virgin before which so many people were miraculously healed. Construction 

began in 1488 in thanksgiving to the Blessed Virgin for those who survived, but work was not 

completed until 1500. The image that was once seen on a house near the church can now be seen 

in the church’s apse. The church was struck by allied bombs during World War II, and was so 

damaged that it had to be almost completely rebuilt after the war.  



24 - Our Lady, Help of Christians, Europe (16th Century)  The power of the Turks in the second 

half of the sixteenth century had become so great that the peace of all Europe was threatened. 

Saint Pope Pius V, reigning Pontiff at the time, was famous for his Christian fortitude as well as 

his holy life. He caused the combined forces of Christendom to turn against the enemy in what 

was then called the Holy League, and then asked all of Christendom to pray the Rosary for their 

success. The Christians were inferior in numbers to the vast army and navy of the Turks, but the 

former bravely advanced under Don Juan of Austria while placing their trust in the help of the 

Blessed Virgin. The enemy was routed at Lepanto after five hours of struggle while the Holy 

Father knelt praying before a picture of Our Blessed Lady. Suddenly the Blessed Virgin Mary 

appeared in a vision and told the pope that in that very hour the enemy had been defeated. The 

Ottoman Turks had not been defeated in a major naval engagement during the memory of any 

living man, and the loss is thought to have been as decisive to world history as was the Roman 

Battle of Actium fought in 31 BC. Saint Pope Pius V then ordained that the invocation “Help of 

Christians” be added to the Litany of Loreto. Some years later the French Emperor Napoleon 

Bonaparte took the Papal States and had Pope Pius VII confined to prison, to the great sorrow of 

the entire Church. The pope remained captive for five years beginning in 1808 when Our Lady 

once more came to the aid of her faithful children; the Emperor was forced to abdicate and was 

himself exiled to the island of Elba. The Holy Father returned to Rome in a triumphal procession 

in which many images of the Blessed Virgin were crowned along the way to the Vatican. Pope 

Pius VII in thanksgiving for his deliverance, crowned with his own hands the picture of Our 

Lady venerated at Savona, where he was first imprisoned; and ordained that the twenty-fourth of 

May should be kept as a special feast in Mary’s honor, under the title of “Help of Christians.” 

25 - Our Lady the New, built by the Emperor Justinian, Jerusalem (530)  The church of Our 

Lady the New was built on Mount Zion and completed in 543, but was later destroyed during an 

earthquake in the year 746. Recent archeology confirms that the church was very large for the 

time at over 100 meters long and 52 meters wide, and probably had 5 aisles. Antoninus of 

Piacenza, who visited the basilica in about 570, wrote: “with its great congregation of monks, 

and its guest houses for men and women. In catering for travelers they have a vast number of 

tables, and more than three thousand beds for the sick.”   

26 - Our Lady of Caravaggio, Italy (1432)  An Italian shrine to Our Lady of Caravaggio near 

Milan is said to have its origin in 1432, when the Mother of God is reported to have appeared in 

a vision to a sick peasant woman and pointed out to her a healing stream, where the woman was 

cured and may other miracles and cures were effected. Mary appeared to Giovannetta, pious 

daughter of Pietro Vacchi. On May 26, 1492 the Blessed Virgin stood before her and told the 

woman to be of good heart, her troubles would soon be over. Jesus was displeased by the sins of 

the people, but Giovannetta could obtain mercy for them if they repented and changed their ways 

– otherwise Christ would punish them all. Mary also said she wished a church built in that spot 

in her honor – she charged Giovannetta to make known her wishes to all the people and 

promised if they obeyed, she would bless them with many favors and miracles; then Mary 

vanished. But as a memento of her appearance Mary left behind the imprint of her feet in a stone 

upon which she had stood, and from beneath the stone a spring of pure water gushed. The people 

didn’t believe Giovannetta until some bathed in the spring and were healed so a shrine was built. 

As great crowds came to the shrine to offer homage to Our Lady, the shrine was too small to 

accommodate them; so, in 1575, Carlo Borromeo (later Saint Charles) employed the celebrated 



architect, Pellegrino Pellegrini to enlarge it. Later additions and changes were further made, 

resulting in the present sanctuary.  

27 - Our Lady of Naples, Italy (533)   According to tradition, the Carmelites fled from the Holy 

Land during the persecution following the Islamic invasion of the Holy Land, bringing with them 

the icon of the Virgin of Tenderness believed to be painted by Saint Luke the evangelist. It was 

said to be the first image venerated by the ancient Carmelite Order, and once in Naples, it was 

enshrined above the high altar of their church. The icon became known as La Bruna, or Madonna 

Bruna, because of the dark tone of the skin caused by the votive candles which had burned 

before it for centuries. According to tradition, the Carmelites fled from the Holy Land during the 

persecution following the Islamic invasion of the Holy Land, bringing with them the icon of the 

Virgin of Tenderness believed to be painted by Saint Luke the evangelist. It was said to be the 

first image venerated by the ancient Carmelite Order, and once in Naples, it was enshrined above 

the high altar of their church. The icon became known as La Bruna, or Madonna Bruna, because 

of the dark tone of the skin caused by the votive candles which had burned before it for 

centuries. 

28 - Feast of the Relics of Our Lady, Venice, Italy  There is in Venice a spectacular 18th century 

reliquary that contains an extremely rare first class relic of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Within this 

reliquary, which bears the personal seal of Pope Pius VI, is a bundle of the Blessed Virgin's own 

hair. Since the Blessed Virgin Mary was taken into heaven both body and soul after her death, it 

is not possible that any other physical relics of her could exist. The sole possible exception 

would be her hair, and this bundle of her hair had been preserved and venerated since the time of 

her Assumption in the Holy House of Nazareth. Recent archeological excavations have proven 

that the Holy House was treated as a Christian sanctuary as early as the 1st century AD. The 

bundle of the Blessed Virgin's hair is believed to have been brought from the Holy Land by the 

Crusaders, and is venerated in Venice in the Basilica of Saint Mark.    

29 - Our Lady of Ardents, Arras, France (1095)   Our Lady of Ardents is a small, charming red 

brick church in the lower part of town in Arras, France. It was built in the beautiful style unique 

to the twelfth century in order to celebrate the appearance of the Blessed Virgin, and to 

commemorate the miraculous assistance she gave to the people then living in the region. 

According to Tradition, there was a terrible epidemic that was given the name ‘the hellfire’ that 

ravaged the countryside in that year of 1105, and all men felt that they were in the clutch of the 

specter of Death. The Evil of Ardent, the disease caused a kind of gangrene in the limbs, and the 

strange sickness caused terrible suffering in all parts of the body, and laid low both men and 

women, and even their children throughout the whole of the region. There were at that time two 

minstrels who shared a mortal hatred, as one had killed the other’s brother. One night they both 

had the same dream: the Virgin Mary, dressed in white, appeared to them and told them to go to 

the cathedral. The first to arrive entered the cathedral and saw all the patients who had taken 

refuge there. He found the bishop and told him of the apparition, but Bishop Lambert thought 

that he was mocking him and sent him away. The second minstrel arrived the following day and 

also spoke to the bishop. When the bishop told him that the other minstrel had come to tell him 

of the same vision, he realized it was his brother’s killer and asked where he was, because he 

intended to kill him on the field to avenge his brother’s death. Bishop Lambert then understood 

that the Blessed Virgin had sent the two men to be reconciled. The bishop spoke to each 



separately and then put them in each other’s presence and asked them to give each other the kiss 

of peace and then spend the night in prayer inside the cathedral. It was Pentecost Sunday, May 

28, 1105, at about three o’clock in the morning, when the Virgin Mary appeared to the two 

minstrels in the Cathedral. They witnessed a sudden light as the Blessed Virgin descended from 

the height of the nave, carrying a lighted candle in her hands. She gave the men the candle 

intended for the healing of the sick, and explained to them what they must do. A few drops of the 

wax that fell from the candle were to be mingled with water, giving it miraculous properties the 

people would then drink. All who believed were healed. The two minstrels, now brothers, 

distributed the miraculous water and the epidemic was stopped. All of this shows how 

reconciliation and prayer are pleasing to God and can precipitate great miracles. 

30 - Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Mexico (1966) When Hitler’s armies defeated the French and 

entered the city of Paris during the latter part of 1939, a young woman, Maria Hendizabal, fled 

from France to live in Mexico. Arriving at Vera Cruz, she went to the Mexican capital to make a 

new home. Among her few possessions she had a large picture of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 

which she wished to give to some church for safekeeping, since she would be obliged to live in a 

small town and expected to have nothing more than a small room for herself. Padre Juan Gomez 

of the Church of San Jose (Saint Joseph) allowed her to place the image on the wall of the 

vestibule on February 2, 1940. That very same evening a nine year old boy, who was afflicted 

with infantile paralysis, was immediately cured after praying before the lovely image of Our 

Lady of the Sacred Heart. The youth left his crutches on the floor of the vestibule and hurried 

home to tell his mother. The news of his cure spread rapidly and the next day hundreds of the 

faithful visited the church, where before, there was never an attendance of more than a hundred 

at Sunday Mass. This cure was followed by others, and day by day the crowds grew larger. After 

a week the pastor had to take the picture down from the wall of the vestibule and place it in the 

front of the church where it could be more easily viewed by the crowds clamoring to see it. Since 

Mexico abounds in silver, the usual way of acknowledging favors is to make a gift of precious 

silver. At present the entire left wall of the church is covered with silver remembrances donated 

by the recipients of favors received from Our Lady of the Sacred Heart. Even though the shrine 

of Our Lady has existed since 1966, there have been thousands of cures performed through the 

intercession of the Blessed Virgin. 

31 - Queenship of Mary   Mary is Queen by grace, divine relationship, right of conquest, and 

singular election. Coming as a crowning event in the beautiful month of May, the Queenship of 

Mary, we welcome this feast with spiritual affection and experience a sense of deep interior 

peace as we gather in her presence to rededicate ourselves to our loving Mother and Queen. 

Mary is truly a Queen as can be seen in the Gospel of the Mass; the Angel Gabriel greeted Mary 

with the most startling words ever addressed to a child of Adam: “Hail thou who art full of grace: 

the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women.” Then he continues, “Do not be afraid; 

thou hast found favor in the sight of God. And thou shalt bear a son and call Him Jesus. He shall 

be great and men will know Him for the Son of God, the Most High; the Lord will give Him the 

throne of his father David, and He shall reign over the house of Jacob eternally; His kingdom 

shall never end.” Here is the foundation for our belief in the Queenship of Mary – her Divine 

Motherhood; she conceived a King. 


