
Marian Calendar January 

1 – Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God (2nd Vatican Council 1974). Mary's Divine 

Maternity is considered to be the greatest gift from God and the one from which all others flow 

since “the word became flesh” (John 1:14) with Easter. Honoring Mary officially can be traced 

to the 5th century. This is a holy day of obligation. It celebrates the octave (eighth day) as the 

Christmas season and shares an octave only Council of Ephesus. In the 13th century January 1 

became the feast of the circumcision of Christ, with many countries celebrating the Mother of 

God on different days. In 1974 Pope Paul VI made the Mother of God the liturgical feast of the 

church on January 1. 

2 – Our Lady of the Pillar, Zaragoza, Spain (40). Believed to be the only apparition of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary while she was still living (termed bilocation), Saint James the Greater, one 

of the 12 apostles, was despairing of his lack of conversion in the land of his evangelizing, then 

Caesaraugusta, now Zaragoza, Spain. Standing atop a pillar, Mary appeared to James as he was 

praying along the Ebro River. The pillar and statue of Mary continue to exist in the Basilica of 

Our Lady of the Pillar constructed in 1681, and its approval has been confirmed by popes 

through the centuries, being crowned by Pope Pius X in 1905. James returned to Jerusalem after 

establishing the church and was martyred by beheading by Herod Agrippa. 

3 – The Epiphany, (Bethlehem). The traditional date of the Epiphany is January 6, but is 

celebrated on the Sunday between January 2 and January 8 in the United States. When Jesus was 

born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in 

Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and 

have come to do him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled…Herod 

called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star’s appearance. He sent 

them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search diligently for the child. When you have found him, 

bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage.”…behold, the star that they had seen at its 

rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child was…on entering 

the house they saw the child with Mary his mother…Matthew 2:1-3,7-9. 

4 – Our Lady of Treves, Italy (1537). An irreligious soldier, Jerome, was imprisoned while 

defending his region during the insurgencies in Italy in 1508. Fervently praying to Our Lady and 

repenting for his past life while shackled, he was miraculously freed. Jerome raced to Treves 

(Treviso) to fulfill his promise of repentance to Our Lady of Divine Mercy for his liberation. He 

dedicated the rest of his life to the sick and poor, building hospitals and homes, especially for the 

protection of abandoned children. He died from the plague while treating the sick. He was 

canonized by Pope Clement XIII in 1767. Saint Jerome is the patron saint of orphans. 

5 – Our Lady of Abundance, Cursi, Italy (1641). A drought plagued this south central region of 

Italy. By the third year, in the spring of 1641, the villagers prayed fervently to Our Lady, 



pleading for rain so there might be a fall harvest. Our Lady appeared to Baglio Orlando Natali 

telling him to bring the villagers to the site, as she had heard their prayerful pleas. The local 

pastor brought the villagers to pray. Upon returning to the village, rain began to fall and 

continued for three days. The fall harvest that year was abundant. A church was erected at the 

site. Today a Greco-byzantine fresco of the Madonna is over the sanctuary, depicted with sprigs 

of olives and ears of corn. 

6 – Our Lady of Cana, Gallilee, Judea. This title recalls the first miracle by Jesus through the 

intercession of his mother. Thus obeying the request of his mother, Jesus honored her wishes by 

turning water into wine when the supply depleted at the wedding feast they were attending. This 

first miracle, at the behest of his mother, marked the beginning of the public life of Jesus. 

7 – Our Lady of Grace of Costa, Italy (1588). An apparition of Our Lady in 1588 attributed to a 

monk, Dosso Peter, when the Blessed Virgin appeared and requested a shrine be built at the site. 

Located in northern Italy near Innsbruck, Austria, in 1955 Pope Pius XII proclaimed Our Lady of 

Grace of Costa the patron saint of all skiers of Italy. 

8 – Our Lady of Prompt Succor, New Orleans, Louisiana (1809). Brought from France by an 

Ursuline nun, Our Lady of Prompt Succor is the only statue in the United States crowned by a 

pope’s delegate (Pope Leo XIII in 1894). Mother St. Michael Gensou attempted to flee the 

French Revolution when all the convents were closed. After a fervent prayer for papal 

intervention to leave the country, she vowed to take Our Lady of Prompt Succor to New Orleans 

in America. With the statue in hand, she and several postulantes landed in New Orleans on 

December 31, 1810. Accounts testify as to numerous intercessory graces of Our Lady of Prompt 

Succor, including the victory of General Andrew Jackson at the Battle of New Orleans on 

January 8, 1841. The General begged the nuns for prayers of protection from the landing of the 

massive British fleet. After a series of uncanny tactical and inexplicable weather events, the 

British retreated after a 25-minute battle that resulted in their 800 casualties verses the colonists’ 

less than 20. General Jackson attributed the grace of God for the victory and went immediately to 

the convent in gratitude. 

9 – Our Lady of Clemency, Absam, Austria (1797). A young girl, Rosina Bucher, was sewing at 

the window in the late afternoon light. She was curious yet frightened at a face that appeared in 

the window pane. Her mother and many others who came to see the picture, including the parish 

priest, believed it to be the face of Our Lady with a saddened but compassionate expression. 

Scientists and glassmakers inspected the glass at length and could find no explanation for the 

phenomenon. The window pane was placed in the parish church and continues to be is a place of 

pilgrimage. 

10 – Our Lady of Guides, Manila, Philippines (1570). Currently displayed in the Ermita Church 

in Manila, Our Lady of Guides (or Guidance) is the patroness of Manila. In 1570, sailors landed 



on the island of Luzon and found pagan inhabitants honoring a statue of Mary on a pedestal. A 

cathedral was built in Manila a century later and the statue was moved to the site. The church 

was replaced by the current archdiocesan cathedral which is visible from the sea. A light in the 

tower acts as a beacon to incoming ships. The statue was canonically crowned in 1955 and is the 

site of continual pilgrimage, especially for laborers praying for employment. 

 

11 – Our Lady of Bessieres, Limousin, France (1500’s). In what is considered the most rural 

areas of France, Bessieres is in central France south of Limoges. Miracles have been attributed 

through the centuries as this area was under continual pressure from heresy, especially during the 

time of the French Huguenots. One of her titles is Destroyer of Heresies. To travelers who 

venture deep into the heartland of France, this continues to be a highly visited shrine to Our 

Lady. 

 

12 – Our Lady of Conquest, Santa Fe, New Mexico (1680). In the north chapel of the cathedral of 

Santa Fe stands a three-foot statue of Our Lady holding the Child Jesus. Franciscan missionary 

Alonso de Venevides brought it from Spain and installed it with great ceremony. But over 

several decades the area turned irreligious. In 1680 local inhabitants attacked the Spanish and 

killed 21 priests, driving the colonists from the region. The statue was rescued and removed to 

Mexico. In 1691the King of Spain sent Don Diego Vargas to resettle New Mexico. Being a 

devout Catholic, he entered the region in peaceful negotiation. But a battle ensued when they 

were refused entrance to the city. To this day there is veneration to “Our Lady of the 

Conquistadors” at the Cathedral of Saint Francis. The statue was formally crowned by Cardinal 

Francis Spellman and in 1960 received a papal coronation. 

 

13 – Our Lady of Victory, Prague, Czech Republic (1620). World renowned because it houses 

the famous statue “the Infant of Prague.” In 1620 Austrian and Bavarian rulers joined forces in a 

victory over the protestant rebellion in the White Mountains near Prague. The day before Rev. 

Father Dominic of Jesus-Maria had found a picture of the Nativity with Our Lady kneeling 

before Child Jesus and Joseph holding a lantern standing behind them. The statue had been 

defiled. The picture was the cry for the ensuing battle, which was decisive. The painting was 

named “Our Lady of Victory”. It was later carried to Rome to be seen by Pope Gregory XV. 

Destroyed in a fire in 1833 a reproduction remains in the church of Our Lady of Victory in 

Prague. 

 

14 – Our Holy Shepherdess, Santa Rosa, Venezuela (1736). The pastor of Santa Rosa Catholic 

Church mistakenly received a statue of Our Lady as a shepherdess rather than the Immaculate 

Conception statue he had ordered. In attempting to forward it to its rightful owner, the statue 

became so heavy it could not be moved. The icon has remained and has become the patron saint 

of the state of Lara. Our Lady is seated wearing a pastoral hat and blue mantle, holding the Child 

Jesus in one arm and a lamb in the other. Among the attributed miracles, on this day in 1855 the 



statue was led in procession during the lengthy cholera epidemic, and the disease ceased that 

day. On this date annually, the pilgrimage of Our Holy Shepherdess takes place and is the largest 

pilgrimage in Venezuela. 

 

15 – Our Lady of Banneux, Belgium (1933). Eight appearances of Our Lady to 11-year-old 

Mariette Beco from January 15 to March 2, 1933 resulted in a renewed fervor to say the rosary 

and return to practicing the faith. From a non-practicing Catholic family, Mariette was instructed 

by Our Lady to build a shrine near her house in a small water culvert. Our Lady told Mariette, 

and many witnesses after the first apparition, that she is the Virgin of the Poor and the shrine 

would have healing waters. Due to the miracle at Lourdes and the recent apparitions in 

Beauraing, Belgium, the apparition approval process was extremely scrutinous due to allegations 

of copying and imaginings because of the popularity. (In 1944 during the Battle of the Bulge, an 

American chaplain found Mariette, her husband and 15-month-old baby in the cellar of an Ally-

occupied house.) Following 13 years of examination, the apparitions were eventually fully 

approved by the Vatican in 1949. In 1985 Pope John Paul had an audience with Mariette in her 

hometown. Mariette died on Dec. 2, 2011 in the Home of the Virgin of the Poor in Banneaux. 

 

16 – Our Lady, Refuge of Sinners, Paris, France (1628). In the chapel of Our Lady of Victories 

which was built in 1628, a statue of Our Lady, Refuge of Sinners was added to the sanctuary, 

and became the patronal feast on this day in 1674. Both statues were lost in the French 

Revolution and reproduced in 1809. The church struggled until the miracle of Pastor Charles des 

Genettes when attendance grew from 10 to more than 400 in one week. He then founded the 

confraternity of Our Lady, Refuge of Sinners. In 1853, Pope Pius IX had the statue crowned. In 

1883, St. Therese of Lisieux recovered from a chronic illness during a series of masses 

 

17 – Our Lady of Pontmain, France (1871). On a farm on this day in 1871, during the 

devastation of the Franco-Prussian War, Our Lady appeared to four children who described her 

in great detail. Not seen by adults, they summoned a nun from the nearby convent who witnessed 

the apparition, of which several occurred thereafter. She led them in prayer and a message from 

Our Lady unfurled on a banner telling the children, “He will not allow you to be touched.” The 

same day a commander of the Prussian army simultaneously halted his advance in France at 

Laval at 6 p.m., the same time Our Lady appeared to the children. In 1872, the bishop of Laval 

and Pope Pius XI affirmed the apparitions of Our Lady of Hope of Pontmain. In 1908 a basilica 

built there was dedicated in the presence of 600 priests. In 1934 the statue in the basilica was 

crowned. 

18 – Virgin of Zapopan, Guadalajara, Mexico (1541). Ten years after the miracle of Guadalupe, 

a Franciscan friar gave a statue of Our Lady to a mission near present day Guadalajara. In 1653 

veneration to Our Lady increased dramatically when she was credited with saving the region 



from the plague. Numerous miracles have been attributed since. She received a papal coronation 

in 1919 and is the patron saint of Guadalajara. 

 

19 – Saint Mary of the Cave, Marsala, Italy (1518). Celebration of finding a statue of Our Lady 

in a cave after four years of digging under the direction of Father Leonardo Savina, who had a 

dream of an ancient statue hidden in a grotto. The shrine was destroyed in bombing on May 11, 

1943 yet the statue remained intact. Today it is protected in an armored reliquary and she 

continues to be the patron saint of Marsala. A 271-page document recounts the story since its 

discovery on this day in 1518. 

 

20 – Our Lady of the Dew, Biblian, Ecuador (1894). A three-year drought and famine was 

plaguing southern Ecuador when the residents asked the local pastor to process a statue of Mary 

through the streets. He ascended 1000 feet above the city to a mount, leaving the statue of 

Madonna and Child at a grotto with a plea for rain. The next morning heavy dew blanketed the 

region and the rains came. In 1994 the statue was canonically crowned. 

 

21 – The Virgin of High Grace, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic (1500’s). In the early 

1500’s a 13x18 painting on linen named the Virgin of High Grace was brought to the island of 

Hispaniola, now Dominican Republic and Haiti. The tapestry was being moved to the cathedral, 

but disappeared en route and was found in its original shrine. She is considered the protector of 

the Dominican people. The statue was canonically crowned in 1922. In 1979 Pope John Paul II 

presented the Virgin of High Grace with a gold and silver crown. 

 

22 – Our Lady of Charity, Aragua, Venezuela (1691). A picture of Our Lady was found intact in 

the flames of a burning hacienda. In 1725 a church was completed to house the image in 

commemoration of the event. Annual pilgrimages take place honoring the icon, which was 

approved for coronation by Pope Pius XII in 1960. 

 

23 – The Espousal of Mary and Joseph. Honoring the betrothal of Mary and Joseph over the 

centuries was a regional feast day dating back to 1416, was recognized by Pope Paul III in 1546, 

and Pope Benedict XIII designated its commemoration in the Papal States in 1725. Although 

never a universal feast day, Mary, the daughter of Anne and Joachim, and Joseph from the 

family of David, are revered as serving as a model of Christian marriage. 

 

24 – Our Lady of Peace, Fatima, Portugal (1917). Commemorating the apparitions of the three 

children of Fatima, Portugal in July, 1917, when Our Lady beseeched them to pray the Rosary 

for peace in the world. Three messages were revealed to the children. The third one was kept 

secret until Pope John Paul II said Mass in Fatima on May 13, 2000, in the presence of the 

surviving witness to the apparitions, Sister Maria Lucia, at the event to beatify he two shepherd 

witnesses, Francisco and Jacinta. The Mass ended with a message that concluded with the 



prayer, “Brothers and sisters, let us thank Our Lady of Fatima for her protection. To her maternal 

intercession let us entrust the Church of the Third Millennium.” 

 

25 – Our Lady’s Shroud, Palestine (450). Mary’s departure from earth body and soul, the 

Assumption, is largely believed to be Jerusalem where her tomb at Gethsemane is venerated. It is 

storied that the shroud of her tomb was taken to Constantinople in the fifth century, when the 

emperor Marcion built a church in her honor and requested her remains be moved there. Upon 

learning there were no bodily remains, the shroud, or “winding sheet” was taken there. 

 

26 – Our Lady of the Waters, Mong Mong, Guam. This annual festival of good harvest still takes 

place although Guam has not been solely reliant on farming as its principal source of livelihood 

since World War II. The first communicants process during the Mass celebrating Our Lady, 

officiated annually by the Archbishop. 

 

27 – Our Lady of Life, Provence, France (1646). A remote place of respite in the south of 

France, a broken cross can still be found among the ruins of this church for those who travel to 

this ancient village of Mougins, completely surrounded by dense forest. Before 1730, the church 

was a chapel of grace for the baptism of stillborn infants. 

 

28 – Our Lady of the Green Scapular, Paris, France (1840). Sister Justina Bisqueyburu was 

praying in the chapel in the convent of the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul in the Rue du 

Bac in Paris when Our Lady appeared to her on several occasions. Our Lady held a green 

scapular with her image on one side and a “blazing heart” on the other. Because of her own self-

doubt, Sister Justina maintained silence of the apparitions until her death, but did confied in her 

superior and her spiritual director. The spiritual director, Jean-Marie Aladel, had been 

instrumental in the dissemination of The Miraculous Medal a decade earlier. The scapular was 

approved by Pope Pius IX in 1870. 

 

29 – Our Lady of Chatillon-sur-Seine, France (1099). An ardent devotee of Our Lady, Saint 

Bernard of Clairvaux was educated in this place. At the age of 19, he began writing eruditiously 

about Sacred Scripture, especially the Blessed Virgin, inspired by her intercession as he wrote. 

 

30 – Our Lady of Rosa Mystica, Montichiari, Italy (1947). Numerous apparitions of the 

Madonna of the Roses during 1947 to Pierini Guilli. They are considered an extension of Our 

Lady’s pleas from Fatima for “prayer, penance, and expiation” and to fervently pray the Rosary. 

Pope Pius XII granted Gilli a private audience in 1951. Apparitions near the same location 

recurred in 1966 in Fontanelle. That Our Lady is associated with roses is the purpose of Rosa 

Mystica and the symbolism of roses continues from the rose tapestry of the cloak of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, as well as the invocation of the Litany of Loreto with the same title. The Holy See 

has not authorized the apparitions as yet. Guilli died in 1991. 



 

31 – Our Lady of Hope, Natal, Brazil (1500). Pedro Alvares Cabral carried a statue of Our Lady 

of Hope from Portugal on a discovery voyage to the west, landing on the shores of what is now 

Brazil. The marked the beginning of the country’s long devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The statue was returned to Brazil in 1955 for the Eucharistic Congress in Rio de Janeiro. A 

replica remains in the Cathedral of Brazil. 


