
Marian Calendar September 

1 - Collection of all the Feasts of Our Lady, celebrated at Louvain  Louvain refers to Leuven, the capital 

of the province of Flemish Brabant in the Flemish Region of Belgium. There was once a chapel called 

Our Lady of Louvain, which had stood near the church tower of a separate church dedicated to Saint 

Peter. The chapel owed its origin to an image of the Blessed Virgin Mary that was given by a group of 

monks from Abbey Park as a sign of brotherhood in 1132. According to tradition, the wooden statue, 

which depicted the Blessed Virgin seated with the Divine Child in her lap, was a gift from heaven 

deposited on the earth by heavenly angels. The image excited a lively religious fervor upon its reception, 

and there are numerous miracles credited to pious devotion to the image of Our Lady of Louvain. Over 

350 years later, as the chapel of Our Lady of Louvain was built on land that was needed for the 

construction of the new, and larger, church of Saint Peter, it was necessary to demolish the chapel. In a 

letter dated March 28, 1496, Bishop John Horne of Liege, authorized the transfer of materials from the 

chapel of Our Lady of Louvain to the new basilica of Saint Pierre. The old chapel was demolished two 

years later in 1498, and the statue of the Virgin was placed on a special altar in the collegiate church of 

Saint Peter. Every year, on the eve of the first Sunday in September, the miraculous image of Our Lady of 

Louvain had been carried in procession by the canons and members of the magistrate while bells tolled 

and musicians accompanied the image singing the Salve Regina. Sometime later the statue became known 

by the title of Notre-Dame-sous-la-Tour. The original church of Saint Peter was made entirely of wood, 

and completed in about 986. It burned to the ground in 1176. It was rebuilt in Romanesque style with two 

west towers, and that image is still used as the ancient seal for the city. The church was then enlarged in 

1425 in the Brabantine Gothic style. The church of Saint Peter was heavily damaged in both world wars, 

but most importantly, the original statue of Our Lady of Louvain was completely destroyed in 1944 from 

allied bombing during World War II, and it is now only a replica that is on display at the church. 

2 - Our Lady of Helbron, Germany (1442)  Helbron refers to Heilbronn, a city in Germany. Franconia 

refers to the German lands that were once the eastern region of the Duchy of Franconia, and is named 

after the Franks, who ruled most of Western Europe during the 8th century. The city of Heilbronn is 

located in what is still considered a Franconian region. The only mention of this feast that I can find is by 

Jonathan Sumption in his book “The Age of Pilgrimage: The Medieval Journey to God,” which makes 

mention of Our Lady of Helbron when he refers to it thus: “A street statue in Heilbronn, which was 

believed to have spoken, had a longer life. The pilgrimage began in 1442 and was still prosperous sixty 

years later.” 

3 - Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd, France  At one time, probably sometime in the 12th century, and 

according to local tradition, a shepherd was grazing his sheep at Brebieres when he observed that many of 

the animals were staying in the same area to eat, ripping the grass out by the roots. It must have seemed 

very odd to the shepherd, who decided that the sheep were trying to uncover something, so he started to 

dig in the very spot himself. In a short time he uncovered a statue of the Blessed Virgin sculpted from a 

single piece of solid stone. The statue was fairly large, nearly four feet tall, and represented the Blessed 

Mother holding the Divine Child in her arm. There was a sheep depicted quietly reclining at Mary’s feet. 

As has happened so often throughout history, the finding of the statue increased the enthusiasm and 

affection of the local populace toward the Mother of God. A small chapel was built at the site to honor the 

statue and receive the pilgrims who had already begun coming to Albert to visit the statue. Saint Colette 

can be credited for helping to spread of the fame of Our Lady of the Divine Shepherd at Brebieres. At age 

fourteen she was somewhat short and had a delicate constitution. Seeking a remedy through the favor of 

the Blessed Virgin, Saint Colette prayed to Our Lady of Brebieres. She not only obtained vigor and good 

health, she also found that several inches were miraculously added to her height. 

http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-colette-de-corbie.html


In 1637 the sanctuary was partially burned, and the miraculous image was moved to the parish church of 

Albert in 1727. During the French Revolution the church was made into a pagan temple to the goddess of 

Reason while the image of the Mother of God was hidden until 1802 when the horrors of the Terror 

during this supposed time of reason subsided. This feast is celebrated in a number of places and by certain 

religious communities and congregations: Capuchins, Marists and others, on widely different dates. It is a 

special festival of the shrine of Our Lady of Brebieres, a very old sanctuary near Albert in France, 

formerly much resorted to by the shepherds. The pilgrimage here was revived after 1870, and a beautiful 

basilica was completed in 1887. The statue was crowned in 1901, and devastated in both world wars. The 

basilica has again been rebuilt. 

4 - Our Lady of Haut restores life to young woman in Belgium (1419)  The Abbot Orsini writes: “In the 

year 1419, Our Lady of Haut, in Hainault, restored to life a young woman named Jane Maillard, who was 

drawing water from a very deep well, when, the stonework at the top giving way, she fell to the bottom, 

and was taken out quite dead; but her mother having offered her by vow to Our Lady of Haut, she 

immediately showed signs of life.” Hainault is a province in Wallonia in Belgium that borders on France, 

West and East Flanders, Flemish Brabant and Walloon Brabant, and the name comes from the Haine 

River which flows through the province. The Hainault family was very prominent in the Middle Ages, 

and Baldwin VI led the 4th Crusade.  

5 - Our Lady of the Woods, Galloro (1621)  The little tiled picture of Our Lady of the Woods, found in 

1621 at Galloro, marked the site of an older church built there in her honor and long since ruined, 

probably by one of the periodic invasions by foreign troops. The tile was discovered by a small boy 

named Santi Bevilacqua, who was an orphan and lived with his uncle at L’Ariccia. Santi had been sent to 

watch the sheep, and was in the nearby brambles picking berries when he saw a low stone wall half-

hidden in the brush and decided to investigate. He followed the wall and at one point fell into the 

brambles. When he picked himself up, he saw a picture of the Madonna painted on the wall. Being a 

pious child, he knelt and said a prayer; then, the following day he returned with a bouquet of flowers. 

Soon a number of his friends were coming with him to the Madonna in the woods. They brought flowers 

and sang hymns as they went along. This did not impress the neighbors, who feared for their fruit with so 

many children passing by. Finally, the children set about making a path that would let them into the 

brambles by an easier way, and in the course of their construction unwisely set fire to the brush. Quite a 

fire ensued and they were forbidden to go into the brush or into the woods to play. Sometime after this 

Santi was playing in his carpenter shop and fell asleep in a corner near a pile of lumber. The lumber fell 

on him as he slept and he awoke only in time to cry out to the Madonna of the Woods to save him. His 

frightened uncle, unpiling the lumber, discovered the boy unhurt and demanded to know who had saved 

him. The boy told him again about the Madonna at Galloro. The uncle made inquiries, and found that 

there was indeed a wall there which had once formed part of a church. There was an attractive little tile on 

one side of it, showing the Madonna. He set about rebuilding the church. Research revealed that the tile 

had been painted by a monk of Grotto Ferrata and that the church had been a pious venture of a good 

woman. There had been a dispute of the ownership of the land, and the church was abandoned. The years 

had converted the site into a wilderness again. Santi’s uncle with great perseverance and with the help of 

the Madonna, got the funds together and started rebuilding the church. Others helped, and in time a chapel 

was built to Our Lady of the Woods, and also a home for priests. Santi went there to live, so that he could 

serve Masses at the shrine. By 1633, there were fifteen Masses said daily, and the pilgrims were coming 

in such droves to see Our Lady of the Woods that a fine new church had to be built. The site was nearby 

but it required the moving of the picture, which was set into the stone wall. It took much skill and prayer 

to move the picture without damage, but it was finally accomplished by a devout group of workmen, 

chanting litanies as they worked. Plague and cholera both passed by Galloro when people prayed at the 

shrine of Our Lady. These and other miracles endeared her to the people, and it is still a place of 

pilgrimage, Our Lady of the Woods. 



6 - Our Lady of the Fountain, Valenciennes, France  According to tradition, there was a terrible famine 

that preceded the Plague in that fateful year of 1008. It is recorded that the city of Valenciennes, a city in 

northern France, was so ravaged by the plague that nearly 8,000 people died in only a few days, so that 

the chronicles of the time tell us that it seemed “the dead outnumber the living.” The people grieved 

profoundly at the spectacle of death which constantly surrounded them, and having no other recourse, 

went in great crowds to their churches to take refuge at the feet of Our Mother of Mercy and beg for her 

intercession. A holy hermit named Bertholin, who lived nearby at Our Lady of the Fountain, was touched 

by the misfortune of his brothers, and redoubled his austerities and prayers. He prayed for the people of 

Valenciennes, saying, “O Mary! Rescue these afflicted who have cried out to you! Will you let this 

people die who have called upon you for rescue, and who confide their cares to you? Will you be invoked 

in vain?” The Blessed Virgin appeared to the hermit Bertholin while he was fervently praying on the 

night of the 5th of September. The pious hermit was suddenly dazzled by the brilliance of a light purer 

than the sun, while at the same time the Mother of Mercy appeared to him with an air of kindness. She 

commanded Bertholin to tell the inhabitants to fast on the following day, and then pass the night in prayer 

to bring an end to the Plague. “Go to my people of Valenciennes. On the eve of my nativity they will see 

the guarantee of protection that I want to give them.” The response was overwhelming. The people of 

Valenciennes did as they were told, and on the eve of the Nativity, the 7th of September, the people of 

Valenciennes stood upon the ramparts and towers of the city excitedly awaiting the fulfillment of the 

heavenly promise. Their confidence was not in vain, for suddenly the night seemed to turn into day and 

they witnessed the Queen of Heaven descending to earth in majesty, sparkling like a light of heaven, 

brighter than the sun. Accompanied by a host of angels, Our Lady seemed to gird the town all round with 

a cord. Nothing can convey the feelings of joy and devotion with which the people of Valenciennes were 

seized at this sight. At one point they all bowed and asked the Blessed Virgin’s blessing. Their Heavenly 

Mother did indeed bless them, and those who were sick recovered their health, and the inhabitants of 

Velenciennes have been forever freed from the plague. The Blessed Virgin instructed the hermit to tell the 

people that they were to make a solemn procession, and then to do so every year. The people were eager 

to fulfill this desire of their Heavenly Mother, and left the city singing praises to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Since that time the procession of Our Lady of Saint-Cordon, or the Tour of the Holy Cordon, takes place 

every year, always along the same route where the holy cord had been placed. The cord of the Blessed 

Virgin was locked up in a shrine at a beautiful Gothic church, Notre-Dame-la-Grande. This cord, the 

Abbot Orsini related, was still preserved at Valenciennes while he was alive. That is no longer the case, as 

it disappeared during the Terror that was the French Revolution. The church was sold at auction and then 

razed to the ground, and the reliquary sent to the mint. Of the Holy Cord nothing is now known, although 

no one witnessed its destruction when it disappeared in the year 1793. 

7 - Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lady, instituted by Pope Gregory II (722)  Saint Anne was prepared by an 

interior voice of the Lord, informing Her, that the hour of her parturition had come. Full of the joy of the 

Holy Spirit at this information, she prostrated herself before the Lord and besought the assistance of his 

grace and his protection for a happy deliverance. She was born pure and stainless, beautiful and full of 

grace, thereby demonstrating, that she was free from the law and the tribute of sin. Although she was born 

substantially like other daughters of Adam, yet her birth was accompanied by such circumstances and 

conditions of grace, that it was the most wonderful and miraculous birth in all creation and will eternally 

redound to the praise of her Maker. At twelve o-clock in the night this divine Luminary issued forth, 

dividing the night of the ancient Law and its pristine darknesses from the new day of grace, which now 

was about to break into dawn. She was clothed, handled and dressed like other infants, through she 

excelled all mortals and even all the angels in wisdom. Her mother wrapped her in swaddling clothes: and 

in this Saint Anne was not hindered by her present state of childbirth; for she was free from the toils and 

labors, which other mothers usually endure in such circumstances. So then Saint Anne received in her 

arms Mary, who was her daughter, but at the same time the most exquisite treasure of all the universe, 

inferior only to God and superior to all other creatures. 



8 - The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (15 BC)  The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since at least 

the sixth century. A September birth was chosen because the Eastern Church begins its Church year with 

September. The September 8 date helped determine the date for the feast of the Immaculate Conception 

on December 8. Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s birth. However, the 

apocryphal Protoevangelium of James fills in the gap. This work has no historical value, but it does 

reflect the development of Christian piety. According to this account, Anna and Joachim are infertile but 

pray for a child. They receive the promise of a child that will advance God’s plan of salvation for the 

world. Such a story, like many biblical counterparts, stresses the special presence of God in Mary’s life 

from the beginning. Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. He tells the earth to 

rejoice and shine forth in the light of her birth. “She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the 

precious lily of the valley. Through her birth the nature inherited from our first parents is changed.” The 

opening prayer at Mass speaks of the birth of Mary’s Son as the dawn of our salvation and asks for an 

increase of peace. 

9 - Our Lady of Puy  On the road which passes the shrine of Our Lady of the Thorn high up in the Jura 

Mountains, there is the shrine of Our Lady of Puy. All crusaders passed this on their way to the Holy 

Land on pilgrimage to rescue the Holy Places from the hands of the infidel. There was scarcely a knight 

who did not go to bid farewell to Our Lady of Puy and ask her to care for his dear ones, should he not 

return. Close to this shrine lived a wealthy nobleman, lord of a beautiful, spacious castle in the gorge, who 

offered hospitality to all while they made their devotions to the Mother of God and entrusted themselves 

body and soul to the Gracious Virgin Mary. Le Puy claims to be the location of the earliest vision of the 

Blessed Virgin after her death when she appeared to a sick woman in the first century A.D. It happened in 

this way. In about the year 46 Saint Peter sent missionaries into a land that was then known as Gaul 

(modern day France). Saint George of Velay was the first Bishop of that See. In about the year 70 there 

was a widow from Ruessium named Villa who was a new convert and became sick with a high fever. 

Villa prayed to the Blessed Virgin for a cure, and Mary appeared to her, asking Villa to climb Mount Anis 

to be healed. Villa, believing in the apparition, had her servant carry her to the place indicated. When they 

reached the spot, the servant set Villa down to rest upon a large rock. Villa fell asleep, and when she 

awoke she found she was completely cured.  As the woman had slept, she saw, in a dream, a celestial 

female, whose dazzling robes floated like a white mist, and whose head was encircled by a crown of 

precious stones; this woman, of exquisite beauty, was surrounded by a retinue of angelic spirits. "Who," 

inquired the daughter of the Gauls of one of the blessed spirits, "who is that queen so gracious, so noble, 

and so beautiful, who comes to me, a poor, sick woman, in my extreme affliction?" "It is the Mother of 

God," replied the angel; "she has made choice of this rock to be invoked here, and she charges you to 

inform her servant George of it. That you may not take the order of Heaven for a vain dream, arise, 

woman, you are healed." When she awoke, the woman had, in fact, no more languor or fever. Filled with 

gratitude, she lost no time in running to the bishop, and relating to him with her own mouth the message 

of the angel. It seems that the Mother of God desired that a church eventually be built there, for when 

Villa told Bishop George of her miraculous cure, he climbed the mount himself with some of the clergy to 

see the place. Arriving at the very spot, Saint George was startled to come upon an impossible sight. Even 

though it was the middle of summer, the peak of Mount Anis was inexplicably covered in snow. Then, as 

they marveled, a stag came from out of a thicket and stood before them, marking with his careful steps the 

outline of the rock upon which Villa had recently been cured. Saint George had a fence built around that 

rock to preserve the place, but it was not until a much later date that the spot became the location of a new 

church altar. It wasn’t until the year 221, well over a century later, when the Blessed Virgin, accompanied 

by angels, appeared to a paralyzed woman who besought her assistance through ardent prayer. Mary told 

the woman to ascend Mount Anis, which she immediately did. Upon reaching the fence Saint George had 

erected there, the woman was instantly cured. The Mother of God appeared to the woman now to request 

that a church be built in her honor upon that holy ground. Pope Callistus I gave permission for the church 

to be constructed, and it was Saint Martial who built the church. He left there a priceless relic – one of the 



sandals of the Blessed Virgin Mary. When the church was completely finished the bishop went to Rome 

to request a solemn consecration for the church. He had not gotten far when he ran into two dignified old 

men, each of whom carried a gilded chest. They said the chests held precious relics brought all the way 

from Rome to be deposited at the new church at Mount Anis, and then told the bishop that heavenly 

angels had already consecrated the church. Saying so, the pair disappeared. The bishop went back to his 

church barefoot, and upon going inside found it brilliantly illuminated by 300 torches. The altar had only 

recently been anointed with oil which gave off an appealing aroma. Having been consecrated by angels, 

the church has never been given any other consecration, and was given the name “Church of the Angels.” 

The location became a popular site for pilgrims on the route to Santiago de Compostella in Spain, and 

there was no place in France more frequented. Some of pilgrims who visited Puy include Saint Anthony 

of Padua, Saint Dominic, and Saint Vincent Ferrer, among many others. The Emperor Charlemagne 

visited the church in the years 772 and 800, and selected it as one of the locations for the gathering of 

alms to support the Pope, which monies became known as “Peter’s Pence.”  The Bishop Adhemar de 

Montheil, living at Puy, was said to be the first person to take up the Crusader’s Cross when Pope Urban 

II was preaching and encouraging the first Crusade. Acting as the Legate of the Holy See, this bishop 

went with the famous knight Godfrey de Bouillion on his journey to the Holy Land. Pope Urban II prayed 

for the success of the crusade at the church of Notre Dame de Puy on the Feast of the Assumption in the 

year 1095. Shortly before he left, the Bishop Adhemar de Montheil also prayed there for the liberation of 

the Holy Land, when overcome by a sudden inspiration rose and gave voice to a beautiful new prayer to 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, singing - “Salve Regina, Mater Misericordiae, vita, dulcedo et spes nostra, 

salve!” or “Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, hail our life, our sweetness, and our hope!” This prayer 

used to be known as the Anthem of Puy, and was a much beloved prayer of the knights on the First 

Crusade addressed to Our Lady in heaven.  

10 - Our Lady of Tru or Trut, the Shrine near Cologne, Germany, built by St. Heribert 

 (10
th
 century)   The church of Our Lady of Trut is near the city of Cologne in Germany, and was built by 

Otho I; that is under his reign by order of Saint Heribert, Archbishop of Cologne, on the very spot where 

formerly pagan idols had been worshipped. To atone for this, a shrine to the Mother of the true God was 

erected and has remained a place of pilgrimage and of miracles. Among the many miracles which Mary is 

accredited with at this shrine, two are mentioned in the life of Saint Heribert. During the time of a great 

drought, the saint went to the altar of Mary, and resting his head in his hands, he prayed long and 

fervently. When he left the church, rain was falling in torrents. Another time his prayers induced Mary to 

spare the people from the plague then raging all around.  

11 - Our Lady of Hildesheim, Germany (11th Century)  Saint Mary’s Cathedral at Hildesheim, Germany, 

is a medieval cathedral built between the years 1010 and 1020. It is a Romanesque style structure, with 

thick walls and heavy towers. During World War II the cathedral was almost completely destroyed from 

allied bombing, although it was later rebuilt as closely as possible to its original appearance. It is listed on 

the World Cultural Heritage list since 1985. There are many medieval treasures that can still be seen 

inside the cathedral, but there is no mention of an image once venerated by King Louis the Meek. There is 

a statue, known as the Tintenfassmadonna on display inside the cathedral, which is thought to date from 

the 15th century. The Blessed Virgin wears a blue coat over a white tunic, as well as a large gold crown 

with five trifoliate lilies. On her left arm sits the Divine Child Jesus. He holds a pen in his right hand, and 

there is an unrolled scroll that reaches to His feet. Could it be the Book of Life, upon which is written the 

names of the saved? There is also what is said to be a one-thousand year old rosebush that is climbing the 

wall of the cathedral’s apse. The bush survived the bombing of the cathedral in 1945, as the roots 

remained alive beneath the rubble, and according to legend, Hildesheim will continue to be prosperous as 

long as the rosebush continues to flourish.   



12 - The Most Holy Name of Mary  A beautiful wreath of interpretation has grown around this holy name 

of Mary; the name Mary is supposed to stem from the word, “yam” – sea; “mar,” “mir,” “mor” – bitter 

sea, mistress of the sea, or the best known, “star of the sea.” Others find profound meaning by tracing 

Mary to “moras,” – hope; “mar” the bitter one; “maron” the exalted one, “moren,” the rising one, 

“marsh,” the enlightener, “mor,” myrrh. All these are ingenious but are not etymologically tenable. In all 

probability, the name Mary goes back to the Egyptian language. The sister of Moses and Aaron, born in 

Egypt like her brothers, is the only woman mentioned in the Old Testament with this name. It can be 

derived from the Egyptian root, “mir,” love, and “jam,” “jahu,” Yahu, Yahwe, God; so that Mirjam means 

“God-loving,” or “beloved of God.” In Mary’s time it was more common to derive the name from Maron, 

the Exalted One, corresponding to our Madonna, Notre Dame, Our Blessed Mother or Our Blessed Lady. 

“The name of Mary,” says Saint Anthony of Padua, “is sweeter to the lips than the honeycomb, more 

delightful to the ear than a sweet song, more entrancing to the heart than the purest joy.” “Surely,” says 

Saint Bernard, “the Mother of God could not have a name more appropriate, nor one more impressive of 

her high dignity. Mary is in fact the beautiful and brilliant star which shines upon the vast and stormy sea 

of the world.” How we should honor this holy name of Mary; we should always invoke Father God, the 

Son of God, and the Holy Spirit, through His name. Tenderly must Jesus have spoken the name of His 

Mother. How His Sacred Heart was moved when He was called the Son of Mary. 

13 - Our Lady of Guadalupe, Spain(1100’s)  The shrine houses a Black Madonna, a statue crafted by the 

loving hands of Saint Luke the Evangelist himself. Our Lady of Guadalupe is a place of pilgrimage still 

very celebrated in Spain. F. Marian assures us that this image, Our Lady of Guadalupe, which was already 

famous in the fourth century, was sent by Pope Gregory the Great to Saint Leander, Bishop of Seville. 

Spain was invaded by the Muslims in the year 711, who completely overwhelmed the Visigothic kingdom 

then in existence. The beloved statue of the Blessed Virgin was taken by the Christians who fled before 

the advance of the invading hordes, eventually placing the statue in a strongbox and burying it in a cave 

near the Asturian Mountains to keep it safe from the enemy. Those who had safeguarded the statue died, 

while the existence of the statue and the knowledge of its location were lost to men. A humble, yet very 

capable man named Pelayo retreated to the Asturian Mountains, and soon other brave men joined him in 

resisting the Muslim conquerors of Spain. Pelayo was made their king, and this was the beginning of the 

Reconquista, or re-conquest of Spain, which took nearly 800 years to achieve. When the Reconquista was 

completed Spain would be a world power, once again Catholic, and Islam driven out of the Peninsula. In 

the year 1326, the Blessed Virgin appeared to a shepherd near the village of Guadalupe, asking him to 

have priests come to dig at the site of the apparition. When they responded, the priests found the 

strongbox that had been buried in the earth over 600 years previously. It contained documents that 

identified the cherished statue that became known as Our Lady of Guadalupe. A Marian shrine was built 

there in her honor. Immediately pilgrims began to visit the shrine dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

and in 1340, King Alfonso XI endowed the sanctuary over which he took a particular interest. It was in 

that same year that Abu Hasan of Morocco had invaded the Iberian Peninsula with a huge army, intending 

to march into Castile and reverse the earlier Catholic expansion into what had been Muslim territory. The 

battle of Rio Salado had been hard fought, though it ended in a Christian victory that King Alfonso 

attributed to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin, Our Lady of Guadalupe. Forty-nine years later, Don 

Juan I gave the shrine into the hands of certain Hieronomite monks, adding to it the lordship of a large 

town which had grown up near it. The convent, which took the name of Santa Maria, is situated in the 

middle of the present city; and, as the times when it was founded were very insecure. It has more the 

appearance of a superb citadel, than of a peaceful monastery. There is an infirmary for the sick poor, a 

house of entertainment for strangers, two colleges, and two fine cloisters. In 1389 the celebrated Spanish 

architect, Juan Alphonso, began the church, which has a nave and two aisles, and the walls of which are 

ornamented with magnificent votive offerings, attesting, as the Spaniards say, to more than three thousand 

authentic miracles of the Blessed Virgin, Our Lady of Guadalupe. The image of the Blessed Virgin is 

upon the high altar, which, but a few years ago, was lighted by more than a hundred lamps of massive 



silver. Queen Dona Maria, wife of Don Juan II, his son, Don Enrique, and some other princes, have 

chosen to be buried in this church, which is decorated with excellent tapestry by Zurbaran and Jordan. 

The veneration for Our Lady of Guadalupe crossed the ocean, and was established by miracles in Mexico, 

a country totally devoted to the Mother of God. The magnificent captain, Hernan Cortez, conquered the 

Aztec Empire, paving the way for Our Lady of Guadalupe. Cortez himself was from Extremadura, so it 

should be no surprise that the Blessed Virgin should identify herself to the Indian, Saint Juan Diego, as 

Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

14 - Our Lady of Einsiedeln, Switzerland  St. Meinrad, after becoming a monk, retired to a hermitage in 

the mountains of Switzerland, near Zurich. He took with him a miracle-working statue of the Virgin Mary 

given to him by the Abbess Hildegarde of Zürich. On January 21, 861, two thieves murdered Meinrad for 

the treasure in his hermitage. According to legend, the murderers were apprehended after two ravens 

followed them into town and drew attention to them with loud squawking. In 940, a small group of 

Benedictine monks transformed Meinrad’s little hermitage into the Lady Chapel. By 1000 AD it had 

become a place of major pilgrimage, with up to 50,000 pilgrims a week! Around this time a Benedictine 

monastery was built at this same place. This monastery in the 19th century founded the monastery of St. 

Meinrad’s in Indiana. In 1798 the soldiers of Napoleon Bonaparte invaded the monastery, using the Lady 

Chapel as a stable for their horses. They confiscated everything of value and then razed everything to the 

ground. The miraculous statue of Our Lady was sent to Paris for further desecration, but this was 

discovered to be a copy, not the original. They sent soldiers back for the original but by that time a local 

farmer had rescued the statue and hidden it. It was taken from place to place for safety, until the Church 

and monastery could be rebuilt. A French artist decided to clean the black soot off Our Lady, but when it 

was given back, the people exclaimed: “This is not our Madonna! Our Madonna is black.” The artist then 

painted the statue black and Our Lady restored to her rightful home.   

15 - The Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary   The Seven Sorrows of Mary as accepted today are 

the following: The Presentation In the Temple Forty days after Christ’s birth, Mary presented Him in 

the temple. The aged Simeon, a just and devout servant of the Lord, took Jesus into his arms, and inspired 

by the Holy Spirit, exclaimed: “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and for the rise of man in Israel, 

and for a sign that shall be contradicted. And thy own soul a sword shall pierce, that the thoughts of many 

hearts may be revealed.” The Flight Into Egypt No sooner did the heartless Herod hear that Jesus, the 

Infant King of the Jews, had been born, than he sought His life. But an angel of the Lord appeared to 

Saint Joseph in a dream and warned: “Arise, take the Child and His mother and flee into Egypt, and 

remain there until I tell thee.” The Loss In The Temple The third sword that pierced Our Lady’s heart 

was the three-day loss in the temple. At the age of twelve, Jesus went with Mary and Joseph to Jerusalem. 

Only when they went on their way home did they realize that Jesus was not with them. They hurried back 

and for three days sought Him among friends and relatives. Finally, they found Him in the temple, 

listening to the teachers there and asking them questions. The Way Of The Cross Mary’s fourth great 

sorrow we remember in the fourth station of the Way of the Cross. Mary meets Jesus carrying His cross to 

Calvary. What a mournful meeting. Imagine the pain in Mary’s heart to see her Jesus groaning and 

staggering under the cruel cross. What an anguish to see the One she loved so dearly being tortured by the 

taunts of the crowd as well as the weight of the wicked wood. And all the while she is prevented from 

helping Him. Jesus Dies On The Cross But the sword will plunge still deeper. She must see Him 

shamefully stripped of His garments, rudely thrown upon the cross, and then hear the sickening strokes of 

the hammer. Helplessly and heartbroken, she must stand beneath His cross watching Him writhe in 

torture, listening to His parting words, listening for His parting breath. Jesus Is Laid In The Arms Of 

His Mother And now comes the moment when they take Him down from the cross. As each nail and 

each thorn was pulled from His body, it was a new blow to the heart of His Mother. How she must have 



hugged Him to her heart! Jesus Is Laid In The Tomb The seventh sword was to witness that broken 

body laid in the grave. It was a Mother putting her child to bed. What a grief-stricken good-night that was. 

Mary must have wished that she could bury her heavy heart with Him.  

During Passiontide, on the Friday before Palm Sunday a second feast of Mary’s Dolors is held which 

emphasizes particularly the four last mentioned of the seven sorrows above. 

 

16 - Our Lady of Good News, Sicily  On the spot where today stands in Palermo the church of Holy Mary, 

there was once an inn for pilgrims. It is related that a pilgrim wishing to make a fire to warm himself, 

picked up a piece of old board that was encrusted with dirt. It appeared it had once been used to cover a 

wall. The man attacked the board with an axe but could not break it or even chip off a single splinter. He 

struck it repeatedly at one angle and then another, but it was of no use – he could not even make a mark in 

the board; it seemed to be held together with invisible bonds. Astonished, everyone presumed the board 

must conceal some divine secret, so they cleaned the dirt from it and discovered a painting – an image of 

Our Lady with the Infant Jesus nestled on her right arm! She was being crowned by two graceful little 

angels. The pilgrims lost no time in getting the story of this strange happening to the Archbishop, and he 

ordered a procession of the clergy to bring the image to his palace. The Archbishop himself cleaned the 

board further and as he worked, the features of the Mother and Child became clearer and more distinct. 

The image was placed on the altar of the archbishop’s palace and venerated with deep affection by all the 

people. This marked the beginning of miracles; the fame of which flowed out not only through Sicily, but 

through all of Italy. A confraternity was instituted and with the gifts of the faithful, a church was erected 

for the Queen of Heaven. One time while Pignatelli, the Viceroy of Sicily, was going to the church, a 

messenger who had traveled far, come to him. Pignatelli called out, “Do you bring good news?” “The 

very best,” answered the messenger. Hearing this, Pignatelli dismounted and took the letters from the 

messenger, and entered the church to read them. The Viceroy and the whole court had been in great 

anxiety because the Emperor of the Saracens – their principal enemy – had moved many troops from 

Africa against the Christian army and naval forces. The news that the letters contained was that the 

Saracens had withdrawn and peace negotiations had been successful. So, the Viceroy having received 

such happy news about the Saracens’ threat, paid thanks to the Queen of Heaven; then the Viceroy said to 

all present, “This church that has the name of Holy Mary, will in the future be known as Holy Mary of 

Good News, because within it such good news has been received.” Thus he ordered and thus the church 

was named, and the image became Our Lady of Good News. 

17 - Our Lady of the Candles (15th century)  When white men came to the Canary Islands for the first 

time, the natives presented them with a mystery that no one has ever solved, even to this day - the 

presence on the islands of a statue of Our Lady! The natives had discovered the statue of Our Lady of the 

Candles in the year 1400, as it had been found in a cave by two shepherds who had entered the cave 

seeking refuge from a storm. Neither of them had ever seen a statue before, and so thought it was a living 

being. The sheep would not enter the cave, seemingly out of fear of the statue, so at first the two 

shepherds motioned for the stranger to go away. When the statue did not move or respond, one of the men 

picked up a rock to throw at it. Instantly his arms stiffened so that he could not move, and his arms began 

to throb in pain. The other shepherd moved in close to the statue, and although it seemed to watch him, 

yet still it neither moved nor spoke. Puzzled, he took out his knife and tried to cut its finger - but instead 

of marking the statue, his own finger received the wound he had attempted to inflict, and then began to 

bleed profusely! Terrified, the two men fled the scene, leaving their sheep and everything else behind 

them. The men reported what had happened to their chief, relating their belief that a great god lived in the 

cave. The chief commanded them to bring this being to him. Overcoming their fear, the two shepherds 

returned to the cave and found the statue had not moved. When the first of them reached out to take hold 

of it, as soon as he had touched the statue he found his finger was instantly healed of the wound he had 

received. The men reverently carried the statue to a house where their chief directed and tried to show it 



honor in the best way they knew how. A few nights later they were surprised to hear beautiful music, and 

to see strange beings, all glowing and alight, setting candles around the strange “god” and lighting them. 

The natives had never seen candles. A special house was built for the statue, and for fifty years there was 

beautiful music, light, and a lovely fragrance surrounding the statue that no one could explain. The 

natives made offerings of fruit and flowers, and noted that the light “beings” kept the candles burning 

around the crude altar. In 1520 a native boy was captured and taken to Spain; he returned after a few 

years, and told the natives about Christianity. When missionaries came, the people were prepared to 

receive them and the True Faith. Christians who had recently arrived and lived on a nearby island, 

recognized whom the statue must represent. At first, they begged the natives of Tenerife to let them have 

it, though the pagan natives refused, claiming she had brought them good fortune. The Christians decided 

to steal the statue of Our Lady of the Candles, feeling it was only proper that it should be in Christian 

hands. They succeeded in their plan, and brought the statue to their church, setting it on the high altar and 

surrounding it with burning candles. Returning in the morning, they found that the statue had turned its 

back to the congregation, and no amount of pulling could get it turned to the front again. A serious 

sickness then invaded the island, and, repentant and frightened, the Christians took the statue back. 

Surprisingly, the natives had not noticed that it had been taken. The incredible explanation was that 

another statue, and exact duplicate to Our Lady of the Candles, had stood in its place during the entire 

time the original had been away. Not surprisingly, devotion to Our Lady of the Candles spread rapidly 

through Spanish countries to South America and the Philippines. The original statue of Our Lady of the 

Candles was made of heavy reddish wood, which had never been identified. It is 3 ½ feet high. The eyes 

of the statue seem to follow the beholder, and the color of the cheeks sometimes changes. The hair is 

uncovered, golden and worn in braids. The Babe has a golden bird in its hands. Our Lady holds a candle 

in her hand. Since there are no bees on the island, the candles are also a mystery. A few days before the 

feast of Candlemass in the year 1497, great quantities of a particularly pure wax were found at various 

places on the island. Several times since, the same thing has happened. People gather the wax and save it 

for pious souvenirs. It is sometimes found in the shape of loaves, weighing ten or twelve pounds. Another 

mystery concerns the candle stumps which even today are found near the cave. Some are set up on the 

rocks of the beach. Wax and wicks are of strange materials, which the good people of the neighborhood 

insist could only have come from heaven. 

18 - Our Lady of Smelcem, Flanders  According to tradition, one day long ago in the 10th century there 

were two shepherd boys out tending their flock in a field of Flanders when one of the boys noticed that 

some of the sheep seemed to be acting strangely. The boys ran together through the field until they drew 

closer to the sheep that were acting curiously. Slowing with suspicion as they approached the furthest 

sheep, the boys carefully made their way through the grazing flock searching the ground and watching for 

anything unexpected as they neared the place. When they arrived at the head of the flock, the boys 

observed that each sheep, upon coming to a certain spot, went down with their front legs bent and their 

nose touching the ground. Then, gracefully and quickly, they arose and continued to graze. It appeared as 

if the sheep were bowing in greeting, or even genuflecting, to someone or something. It was all very odd. 

Turning to look in the direction the sheep faced, the boys suddenly saw a small statue of the Virgin Mary 

that stood peacefully in the niche of the rocks that marked the end of the pasture. This, then, is the story of 

Our Lady of Smelcem. The news of what the shepherds had experienced when they had observed their 

sheep bending their knees before the image of the Blessed Virgin, spread throughout all of Flanders. The 

faith of the people, and the sudden pilgrimages, occasioned Baldwin IV, Count of Flanders and surnamed 

Fair Beard, to visit Our Lady of Smelcem seeking a cure for a malady from which he had suffered for 

seventeen years. Praying to the Mother of God for relief, Baldwin was miraculously cured of his malady, 

and decided to finance the building a church at the place in thanksgiving for having received the favor of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary. 



19 - Our Lady of La Salette, France (1846)  On September 19, Our Blessed Mother appeared in south-

eastern France to two children, Maximin Giraud and Melanie Mathieu, who were taking care of a few 

cows on the slope of a mountain which rises above the village of La Salette. Their attention was drawn to 

a globe of light a short distance away. While they gazed, the globe opened and they saw a woman seated 

on some stones which surrounded the bed of a dried stream. Her elbows rested on her knees, her face was 

buried in her hands, and she wept. The children were frightened and did not know what to do, when the 

Lady arose and in the sweetest of tones, said: “Come near, my children; do not be afraid. I am here to tell 

you great news.” The children obeyed and when they were close, they saw that the woman’s countenance 

was of rare beauty, though her eyes were filled with tears. They saw that her shoes were sparkling white, 

the buckles on them were square and golden. Encircling the soles were tiny roses which did not crush as 

she stood on the tips of the blades of grass. Her apron was golden and it reached to the bottom of her full 

white dress. Her arms folded before her were concealed within broad straight sleeves which reached 

beyond her fingertips. Along the border of her plain white kerchief crossed on her breast, ran many-

colored roses both large and small, and besides these was a flat, thin gold chain about an inch in breadth. 

The face of Our Lady of La Salette was so resplendent with light that the noon-day sun lost its brightness 

for the children; her complexion was a pale white such as those who have been bowed down with 

suffering. Her beauty was radiant, so dazzling, so scintillating, that Melanie was frequently rubbing her 

eyes, thinking that by so doing she might see the better, while Maximin could see her face but vaguely. 

Her headdress was white and above it, a royal diadem wreathed with roses of many hues glittered, while 

on her bosom rested a golden crucifix, with the pincers and hammer of the Passion. Her majestic beauty 

was ravishing; her face exceedingly beautiful – yet profoundly sad. It was not earthly. Mary, Our Lady of 

La Salette, stood with her head bent toward the children. Her mien and her manner were reassuring and 

kind, but also sorrowful. They listened to her voice; a voice far sweeter than the sweetest melody: “If my 

people do not submit, I shall be forced to let go the hand of my Son. It is so strong, so heavy, that I can no 

longer withhold it. How long a time do I suffer for you! If I would not have my Son abandon you, I am 

compelled to pray to Him without ceasing. And as to you, you take no heed of it. However much you 

pray, however much you do, you shall never recompense the pains I have taken for you.” Then Our Lady 

of La Salette told them that the two things which at that time pained her Son most were the neglect of 

Sunday observance and blasphemous language. She foretold a great famine, and asked the children to 

make known her message. She walked off a bit, lifted her gaze toward heaven and vanished. Next day a 

miraculous spring was present where Mary had stood. 

20 - Our Lady of the Silver Foot, at Toul in Lorraine, France (1284)  At Toul, in Lorraine, there was a 

statue, which, according to an ancient tradition, informed a woman on September 20th in the year 1284, 

of an act of treachery which was being planned against the city. The statue was called Our Lady of the 

Silver Foot. The faithful keep the memory of this stone statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which was 

located just inside the entrance of the church and placed over a sculpted clam. In those days there would 

be a lamp burning before it on feast days, and almost every day the faithful offered small candles which 

they lit and rested on a circular iron candlestick that was placed before the statue. It was well known that 

several people who prayed before this statue were cured of various diseases, but the devotion and respect 

of the people toward this image grew more than ever at the time of the Bishop Conrad, because of the 

miracle that occurred in the following manner: A woman named Helwide was in the Cathedral Saint-

Etienne de Toul praying to the Blessed Virgin for consolation and the repose of the souls of her husband 

and daughter who had recently died. It was about midnight, when the canons were praying Matins, that 

the Blessed Virgin Mary suddenly appeared to her. The Virgin Mary ordered Helwide to go immediately 

to find a man named Rimert, who was the guardian of “The Door to the Chair.” The Door to the Chair 

gave access to the Castrum, a little entrance to the city near Tanner Street. Helwide was urged to go 

quickly, for an enemy proposed to enter the city by the door to set their homes on fire and fill the streets 

with blood. Regaining her senses after the vision, Helwide got up feeling very puzzled. She was hesitant 

about what she should do, though as Rimbert’s home was not far distant and was on her way home 



anyway, she decided she would indeed go there. No sooner had Helwide stepped out of the church than 

she met the night-watch on patrol. She told them the tale of her vision, and they responded by mocking 

her and making derogatory jokes. Despite this, two of them still decided to follow and actually see what 

would happen if Helwide could find the porter she sought. The pair arrived with Helwide at the house and 

simply thrust the door open. Rimbert sat on his bunk, seeming startled, yet as if expecting the visit. 

Helwide briefly stated the purpose of her visit, and Rimbert exclaimed, “I had precisely the same vision 

and the same warning! I do not know if it occurred in my sleep or in the state of wakefulness, but I have 

been told that the statue will move her foot in testimony of the truth!” At these words, all those present 

were seized with a great desire to see such a prodigy. With a rush they ran to the Cathedral and removed 

the candles and all that stood before the image. To their disappointment they found that the Virgin’s feet 

remained mostly hidden beneath the folds of the clothing of the statue as before. In the interim, several 

scholars and some laymen who were called to see the wonder, arrived on the scene. Seeing that nothing 

was apparently going to happen, they began cursing all the rest as senseless interpreters of dreams. At 

they stood not far from the statue, many of them fell silent as they saw the statue suddenly move as an 

entire foot of the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared from beneath the folds of her garment. Terrified, but 

convinced, this time they all agreed to announce the peril which they now knew actually threatened them. 

Quickly rendering their thanks to Mary, they agreed to defend the city and call for reinforcements. They 

arrived just in time to take up their positions to defend the entrance to the city with the assistance of the 

Episcopal palace guards. A tremendous struggle occurred when the butchers broke down the door and 

entered the courtyard, but the defenders were committed to the fight and held their own. When 

reinforcements arrived, the invaders fell to the last man. To perpetuate the memory and recognize the 

protection granted to them by the Blessed Virgin Mary, the people of Toul had a shoe of pure silver made 

to cover the foot on the Blessed Virgin’s statue. From that time on the statue was known as Our Lady of 

the Silver Foot. They also hung on the wall of the cathedral a picture which represented the heavenly 

vision, and Mary was declared patroness of the city. The image of Our Lady of the Silver Foot was 

venerated in the city and the surrounding area, and in case of the threat of any public calamity, the 

Blessed Virgin was invoked and henceforth the statue would be carried in procession throughout the 

streets of the city. The magistrates themselves considered it an honor to take the statue upon their own 

shoulders. Pilgrimages were made to Our Lady of the Silver Foot; prayers answered, graces bestowed and 

miracles wrought. The original statue of Our Lady of the Silver Foot was destroyed during the ravages of 

the French Revolution, and was replaced later by a modern statue that was stolen in the 1980’s. The 

Gothic cathedral was repaired after being damaged during the French Revolution, but still awaits repair 

after the damage caused when it was struck during an aerial bombardment in the Second World War.  

21 - Our Lady of Pucha, Valencia (1223)  According to tradition, the image of Our Lady of Pucha was 

fashioned by the angels, and made of the very stone of the sacred sepulcher where the most holy body of 

the Mother of God lay hidden for three days. After the assumption of the great Queen into Heaven, the 

holy angels took the statue they had created from Gethsemani to Pucha, placing it in a church dedicated to 

the Blessed Virgin. The statue of Our Lady of Pucha remained there until it was buried beneath a large 

bell by the religious who lived at that first monastery at Pucha when the Moors entered into Spain at the 

time of the Goths. This statue remained in the earth for well over 500 years until Divine providence 

facilitated the happy discovery by the great servant of God Saint Peter Nolasco, founder and patriarch of 

the Royal Order of Mercy, in 1237. Saint Peter Nolasco witnessed on four consecutive Saturdays that 

seven strange lights looking like seven stars were observed at night over the same place. They would 

seem to drop from heaven seven times, and disappear into the earth, always in the same place. Saint Peter 

felt certain that this strange phenomenon had a meaning and purpose; so he commanded men to dig about 

the spot. They had not gone far into the earth when they came upon a bell of prodigious size, beneath 

which was a beautiful image of the Virgin Mary. Saint Peter took it up in his arms, recognizing it as a 

valuable gift from heaven, and built an altar upon the very spot where it was buried. This altar became 

very celebrated for the number of miracles performed there. The discovery of the sacred image of Our 



Lady of Pucha was a powerful encouragement to King James I of Aragon, who was resolved to finish the 

conquest of Valencia at that time. He credited Our Lady of Pucha, and the prayers of Saint Peter Nolasco, 

for his conquest when he received into his hands the keys to the city of Valencia from the Moors. He 

acclaimed Our Lady of Pucha the Patroness of Valencia, and of his entire kingdom. 

22 - The Giving of the Name of Mary to Our Lady by St. Anne, her mother  Being informed of these and 

many other mysteries, the holy angels heard a voice from the throne speaking in the person of the Father: 

“Our chosen One shall be called MARY, and this name is to be powerful and magnificent. Those that 

shall invoke it with devout affection shall receive most abundant graces; those that shall honor it and 

pronounce it with reverence shall be consoled and vivified, and will find in it the remedy of their evils, 

the treasures for their enrichment, the light which shall guide them to heaven. It shall be terrible against 

the power of hell, it shall crush the head of the serpent and it shall win glorious victories over the princes 

of hell.” The Lord commanded the angelic spirits to announce this glorious name to Saint Anne, so that 

what was decreed in heaven might be executed on earth. The heavenly Child, lovingly prostrate before the 

throne, rendered most acceptable and human thanks to the eternal Being; and she received the name with 

most admirable and sweet jubilation. The holy angels honored and acknowledged Most Holy Mary as the 

future Mother of the Word and as their Queen and Mistress enthroned at the right hand of her Son; they 

showed their veneration of her holy name, prostrating themselves as it proceeded from the throne in the 

voice of the eternal Father, especially those, who had it written on the devices over their breast. On the 

eighth day after the birth of the great Queen, multitudes of most beautiful angels in splendid array 

descended from on high bearing an escutcheon on which the name of MARY was engraved and shone 

forth in great brilliancy. Appearing to the blessed mother Anne, they told her that the name of her 

daughter was to be MARY, which name they had brought from heaven, and which Divine Providence had 

selected and now ordained to be given to their child by Joachim and herself. The more than happy father 

accepted the name with joy and devout affection. They decided to call their relatives and a priest and then, 

with much solemnity and festivity, they imposed the name of Mary on their Child. The angels also 

celebrated this event with most sweet and ravishing music, which, however, was heard only by the mother 

and her most holy daughter. Thus was the divine Princess named by the Holy Trinity; in heaven, on the 

day of her nativity, and on earth, after eight days. 

23 - Our Lady of Valvenere, Spain  There was a thief named Nuno Onez, who was a hardened criminal 

and a “man of licentious life and dedicated to looting.” One day, however, upon hearing the prayer of a 

man who was to be his next victim, he was touched by Divine grace and repented of his many crimes, 

turning to the Blessed Virgin Mary to help him change his life. One day while he was praying an angel 

appeared to him to tell him to go to Valvanera and search for an oak that stood out from the rest, with a 

fountain that gushed at its feet and surrounded by swarms of bees. There, in the branches of a strong and 

noble oak, in the presence of a fountain of pure and clear water, the trunk of which was overflowing with 

the sweetness of honey, he would find an image of the Mother of God, the Blessed Virgin Mary. Nuno 

went to the place with a priest on the following Sunday, and found the image, just as the angel had said. 

The statue had probably been hidden there when the Muslims invaded the Iberian Peninsula in the 8th 

century. In that place, in the last third of the ninth century, he began to build a place of worship that 

became known as the chapel of Santo Cristo. Soon there was a small group of hermits who met to pray 

about this image, men who eventually adopted a regular life inspired by the rule of Saint Benedict. Thus, 

this small shrine is believed to have given rise to the Monastery of Valvanera, where the Virgin is 

currently venerated.  

24 - Our Lady of Ransom, Spain (1218)  The Blessed Virgin appeared in 1218 in separate visions to St. 

Peter Nolasco, St. Raymond of Penafort and James, king of Aragon, asking them to found a religious 

order dedicated to freeing Christian captives from the barbarous Saracens or Moors, who at the time held 

a great part of Spain. On August 10, 1218, King James established the royal, military and religious Order 



of our Lady of Ransom (first known as the Order of St. Eulalia, now known as the Mercedarian Order), 

with the members granted the privilege of wearing his own arms on their breast. Most of the members 

were knights, and while the clerics recited the divine office in the commanderies, they guarded the coasts 

and delivered prisoners. This pious work spread everywhere and produced heroes of charity who 

collected alms for the ransom of Christians, and often gave themselves up in exchange for Christian 

prisoners. This feast, kept only by the Order, was extended to the whole Church by Innocent XII in the 

17th century.   

25 - Madonna, Divine Shepherdess, Spain (1703)  Father Isidore was born of a rich and noble family of 

Seville, in 1662. He was the pride of his family and looked upon as a prince among his associates. At the 

age of nineteen he entered the Capuchin Order. He was devoted to Our Lady from childhood and much 

more so after entering the religious life. After completing his studies he was sent to a monastery in Cadiz. 

Here he with Father Feliciano erected small shrines to Our Lady along the roadways. They taught the 

people how to sing the rosary walking along the street. This custom Father Isadore brought with him on 

returning to Seville. In such a worldly atmosphere this came as a surprise to the people. Cantina and 

tavern loungers found themselves sliding out the taverns and joining him, to become part of the sheepfold 

of Mary. During one of these street tours Christ’s words, ‘I am the Good Shepherd” flashed across the 

Father’s mind. That night he had a vision of the Blessed Virgin. She appeared as a young shepherdess 

with a crook in her hand and a large straw hat falling over her shoulders. The next morning the priest 

hurried to an artist’s shop in a suburb of Seville, telling of his vision; he gave Miquel de Tovar, the artist, 

an order that a picture be painted of Our Lady as she had appeared to him. “Our Lady,” he said, sat on a 

rock under a tree. Her face radiated divine and tender love. Over a red tunic she wore a jacket of white 

sheepskin such as shepherds wore; from her shoulders hung a blue mantle. A large straw hat, held by a 

ribbon, dangled over her left shoulder. Near her right hand was a shepherd’s crook, symbolic of the love 

and care she gives her children. In her left hand she held a rose, while the right hand rested on the head of 

a lamb, which had sought shelter in her lap. The flock of sheep which surrounded her carried in their 

mouths – the Virgin’s Flower. After months, the painting was completed. The admiration of the Spanish 

for Our Lady as a Divine Shepherdess quickly spread. Practically every church had set aside a corner for 

the Divine Shepherdess, and the paintings of her became so numerous that the Capuchin Fathers made a 

collection of them. In the convent in Seville there is today a museum dedicated to this unique and 

charming representation of Mary. In this museum there is also a fine statue carved by the famous sculptor 

Francisco Gijon, so natural and so beautiful that it appears almost lifelike. In place of the simple costume 

of the shepherdess the statue is glorified by a lavish white satin gown. On her dark hair she wears a wide-

brimmed straw hat decorated with large daisies. There are also engravings; medals, embroideries and 

even laces which give evidence of this widespread devotion.  

26 - Our Lady of Victory at Tourney (1340)  One of the first, and certainly one of the most decisive 

engagements of the Hundred Years War, was the naval battle of Sluys, fought on June 20th in  1340. The 

French had amassed a large fleet of ships for the intended invasion of England, but King Edward III of 

England met them with a fleet of approximately the same size at Sluys, an engagement that meant the 

destruction of nearly the entire French fleet. The loss of the French fleet meant that the war between 

France and England would take place on French soil. After his victory at Sluys, King Edward III landed 

with his army and began the siege of Tourney on July 23rd. (Tournai was a Flemish city, but it was loyal 

to the French king and housed a garrison of French troops.) Edward had 1,300 men-at-arms and 3,000 

archers, as well as 5,455 infantry reinforced by perhaps 1,000 Flemish men-at-arms. He had every 

advantage, as his army was larger than that of Philip VI of France, he had a good supply line, and rather 

than reject his presence, many of the Flemish were his allies, and the morale of his army was good. Philip 

VI of France remained many miles away from Edward with his army, so Edward sent him a challenge in 

which he claimed to be the rightful king of France. “Such a great force of men as we have assembled 

cannot long hold together, without causing harm and destruction to the people and to the land, something 



which every good Christian should eschew, and especially princes and others who hold themselves for 

governors of men; therefore we greatly desire that the matter be concluded soon, and that, to avoid the 

death of Christians, as the quarrel is between you and us, that the debate of our challenge be conducted by 

our two bodies.” Philip declined the offer, as Edward was a younger and more vigorous man. The English 

besiegers cut off the town from any supplies of food, defeated any who sallied forth from the town to 

attempt to break the siege, and bombarded Tourney with siege engines and canon fire. The lands all 

around were ravaged and burned. The siege had gone on only one month when the inhabitants were 

running out of food and beginning to starve. The inhabitants carried the keys of the city into the church of 

Our Lady, for they knew that the Queen of heaven alone was able to deliver them from the English, who 

had besieged them for forty days. No sooner had they testified this confidence in the Blessed Virgin, than 

the siege was raised, and it came about in this way. Jeanne of Valois, the sister of Philip and mother-in-

law of Edward, left the convent for the purpose of trying to make peace between the two. She went first to 

Philip, who refused to negotiate for fear of losing face. These were his lands that were being invaded, and 

it would not do that he should seem unwilling to defend them. Jeanne went next to Edward, who felt 

certain that Tourney was about to collapse. Still, she was able to prevail upon him, and the siege was 

ended through the intercession of two noble women. 

27 - Our Lady of Happy Assembly, Le Laus, France (1664)  Le Laus (pronounced Lows) is a little village 

in southeastern France, 60 miles to the southeast of Grenoble. The story of Mary’s shrine there centers 

around a young woman named Benoite Rencurel, who was born on September 29, 1647 of humble 

parents in the little village of Saint Etienne, not far from Le Laus. Her father died when she was seven and 

after his death her mother found life rather difficult. So, when Benoite was 12, she went to work on a 

neighboring farm, tending the farmer’s sheep. Each day while the flock grazed she spent a few minutes 

praying to the Blessed Virgin at a little wayside chapel. One day, in 1664, Benoite led her little flock into 

a small valley near Saint Etienne and there toward the end of the afternoon, a Lady and Child appeared to 

her, standing on top of a rock, a large rock, known locally as Les Flours. The Lady did not speak to 

Benoite, but smiled in a very friendly way and after a few minutes Lady and Child vanished. However, 

similar apparitions continued almost daily for two months. Of course, rumors of what was occurring 

gradually spread around the neighboring countryside. Finally, M. Grimaud, a district magistrate, 

questioned Benoite at length and suggested that if the lady appeared again, Benoite should ask her who 

she was. The girl agreed; on the very next day the Lady appeared, she asked her to please say who she 

was – was she the Mother of God? The Lady answered: “Yes, I am Mary, the Mother of Jesus. My Son 

wishes to be especially honored in this valley, but not on this spot.” With these words she vanished. 

Benoite did not see her again for a few days. On September 29, while tending her flock at another pasture, 

Pindreau, a very brilliant light suddenly appeared on top of some rocks. In the center of the light stood the 

Blessed Virgin. She told Benoite to go to Le Laus, where she would find a little chapel, filled with a 

delicious perfume, and there she would also see her. Benoite soon found herself at the little chapel of Our 

Lady of Good Meeting or Happy Assembly and going in, she saw the Blessed Virgin over the high altar, 

on which stood her image. And the Virgin said to Benoite, “On this spot I wish a church built – a 

privileged sanctuary, wherein many sinners will repent. Means will not be wanting, despite the poverty of 

the country people around.” The news of this event soon spread; crowds came to the little chapel, which 

was too small to contain them. So, in 1665, Msgr. Lambert, Vicar General of the Archdiocese, gave 

permission for a church to be built over the little chapel. Since there was very little money available with 

which to hire workmen, the villagers and peasants for miles around carried the stones and built the walls 

for Our Lady of Happy Assembly – aided by the many pilgrims who came to worship and remained a 

while to help in the building of the church. In 1692, during an invasion by the Duke of Savoy the church 

was partly destroyed, but the statue of Our Lady of Happy Assembly was not damaged. The church was 

soon repaired and restored. In 1716 a new statue of the Virgin was carved and enshrined behind the main 

altar of the church. It is said that Benoite wished the new statue to be named Our Lady of Happy 

Assembly of Laus. The original statue was transferred to a chapel behind the main altar. In 1885 Pope 

Pius IX gave official recognition to the title of Our Lady of Laus of Happy Assembly, when he ordered 



the new statue to be solemnly crowned. Benoite Rencurel died on December 28, 1718, and was buried in 

a vault in front of the altar in the church at Le Laus. 

28 - Our Lady of Cambron, France (1322)  The abbey of Cambron, Belgium was founded on the River 

Blanche and was a daughter house of Saint Bernard of Clairvaux. It took its name from the land on which 

it was built. Cambron, in its turn, had daughter houses in the abbeys of Fontenelle at Valenciennes and six 

other sites. The image of Our Lady formerly honored at Cambron was famous for a great number of 

miraculous cures. A chapel dedicated to Our Lady of Cambron, was built at Mons in 1550 in a part of the 

prince’s park. In the following centuries the magistrates of Mons had a beautiful door built for the shrine, 

and added other embellishments. In 1559, thieves broke into the chapel and stole everything of value to 

be found there. There was a small oratory was very much frequented. After the French Revolution when 

the State took over all properties given to religious services, this chapel of Our Lady of Cambron was also 

taken. It was demolished after all the wood, iron, and lead was removed. The statue of the Blessed Virgin 

which decorated the altar, was then placed in the church of Saint Elizabeth at Mons. The abbey of 

Cambron was rebuilt in the 18th century, but was ordered vacated in 1783 by Holy Roman Emperor 

Joseph II. It was later sold to a wealthy Count who built a mansion on the property, and the land remained 

in his family’s hands until it was sold in 1993 to a family who turned the holy and once revered site into 

the location of a public zoo known as the Pairi Daiza. 

29 - Our Lady of Tongres, France (1081)  Our story goes back to the First Crusade, and concerns a knight 

by the name of Hector, who becoming blind while on a crusade, was obliged to return home. One night in 

the year 1081 while Hector was living in retirement in Tongres, angelic voices were heard in the garden 

of his castle, and lights were seen among the shrubs. The next moring his servants found in the garden a 

lovely statue of Our Lady. He ordered it brought into the castle and had it set up in his private oratory. 

Here he prayed all night before it, and arranged a processon on the following day in honor of the Royal 

Visitor. That night the statue disappeared, only to be found on the following morning in the garden. 

Hector gave orders that it was to be coverd with a shelter, and sent word to the bishop of the place to ask 

what to do about it. The bishop came himself, and convinced that the oratory was the place for the statue, 

had it moved. It returned that night itself to the garden. The bishop offered Mass at an outdoor altar the 

next day, and authorized the knight to build a small chapel there. It became a popular shrine of the 

neighborhood. In 1090, King Phillip of France, at war with the Flemish, was camped near Tongres. An 

angel appeared to Hector in sleep and told him to go to the aid of the King of France. Hector roused his 

servants and to their terror ordered them to bring out his armor and his sword and arm him for the battle. 

They set out dubiously to accompany him to the camp of the French King. The armies drew up for battle 

on the feast of Saint John the Baptist. Hector told his officers to turn him with his face toward Our Lady 

of Tongres, where his beloved statue was; and in sight of all he recovered the use of his eyes. Hearing of 

the miracle, the Flemish King and his army fled in terror from an array which seemed to have Our Lady 

on its side. After this miracle, Hector spent his entire fortune in enlarging and enriching the shrine. It soon 

became known throughout Christendom, and was sought by people in trouble, especially in time of 

plague. A confraternity, enriched with great privileges was established at this time. During the French 

Revolution a duplicate statue was kept in the church and the real one of Our Lady of Tongres was hidden 

in a wall until the trouble was over. The statue was restored to the church as soon as the revolution was 

past, and it was crowned with special Papal commendation in the year 1881. 

30 - Our Lady of Beaumont, Lorraine, France (12th Century)  It is known that Joan of Arc liked to go to 

Our Lady of Bermont on pilgrimage on Saturdays when she was a little girl, and also often during the 

week, to offer candles and flowers to Our Lady. Although a small chapel, it has great importance, as it 

was here that Joan of Arc commended the affairs of France to the Queen of Heaven and Earth, and it was 

here that Mary ordered Joan to take up arms to deliver her country of France from the hands of the 

English. The full name of the town of Domremy is actually Domremy-la-Pucelle, in memory of Joan of 



Arc, and the church is about two miles from Joan’s hometown. The chapel was restored shortly before the 

turn of the century, and several coats of old paint were removed from the walls of the chapel. In doing so 

a drawing was discovered of a young peasant girl at prayer while dressed in a man’s attire. The image has 

blue eyes and blonde hair, and since the drawing was made during the time of Joan’s life, and Joan was 

known to pray at the church, the local bishop stated that he thought the portrait must certainly be of Joan 

of Arc. As it is little more than a line drawing, it really tells us little of what Joan may have looked like.  


