
Marian Calendar April 

1 - Our Lady of Tears, Sicily (1953)  A plaque of Our Lady of Tears was purchased as a wedding gift for 

a couple who wed on March 21st, 1953. The couple, Angelo and Antonian Iannuso, would later admit 

that they were not devout, but they liked the plaque and placed it on the wall over their bed. Antonian 

soon became pregnant, but the happy couple soon learned that the pregnancy caused Antonian to suffer 

from toxemia that caused frequent convulsions and even temporary blindness. On the morning of 29 

August, 1953, Antonian awoke to find that her sight had been restored. To my great amazement I saw that 

the effigy was weeping. Relatives and neighbors have confirmed the phenomenon. 

2 - Our Lady of the Highest Grace, Higuey, Dominican Republic (1506) Before the Spaniards began 

their conquest of America, pilgrimages were already being made to the shrine of Our Lady of the Highest 

Grace in the town of Higuey in the Dominican Republic. Ponce de Leon relates that he and his crew were 

saved from shipwreck through their prayers to this Virgin. Mary’s miracles have continued down to the 

present; a multimillion dollar ultra-modern Basilica was erected at Higuey in Mary’s honor, where the 

image is still displayed.  

3 - Apparition of Our Lord to Our Lady & the Apostles in the supper room “When Thomas had left 

and the doors had been locked, the Lord entered and appeared to the others. In their midst He saluted 

them, saying: “Peace be with you. It is I; do not fear.” The Apostles were so excited and confused, that 

though they saw Him and touched the wounded hands of the Savior, they could not realize, that it was He 

to whom they spoke and whom they touched. “Do you not know, that all that has happened with Me is the 

same that has been written by Moses and the Prophets, in the Psalms and holy Scriptures, and that all 

must necessarily be fulfilled in Me as it was prophesied?” And at these words He opened their minds, 

and they knew Him, and understood the sayings of the Scriptures concerning His Passion, Death, 

and Resurrection on the third day. 

4 - Our Lady of Grace, Normandy, France  Our Lady of Grace is one of the most ancient maritime chapels 

of Normandy. This sanctuary was built in consequence of a vow made, in a great tempest, by a Norman 

duke, who was very devout to the Blessed Virgin.  

5 - Our Lady of Divine Providence, Cussanio, Italy (1856) The shrine of Our Lady of Divine 

Providence, or the Santuario Madonna della Divina Provvidenza, is located in a rural district of the 

diocese of Fossano, Italy, called Cussanio. According to tradition, in the year 1521 the Blessed Virgin 

Mary appeared to a deaf mute, Bartolomeo Coppa, (sometimes spelled Bartholomew Cup). The first 

apparition occurred on May 8th when she cured Bartolomeo of his disability and told him to preach 

penance to the inhabitants of Fossano. In a second apparition on May 11th, the Blessed Virgin brought 

Bartolomeo three loaves of bread and again asked him to preach penance to the people of Fossano. The 

people only ridiculed the visionary. A short time later, however, a plague broke out among the 

Fossanesse, who only then had recourse to Our Lady. After having been granted a release from the plague 

through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the grateful people of the region had a chapel built in 

her honor. 

6 - Our Lady of the Conception, Flanders (1553) The Abbot Orsini wrote: “Our Lady of the Conception, 

at the Capuchin Convent of Donay, in Flanders, where is seen a picture of the Immaculate Conception, 

which was miraculously preserved from fire, in the year 1553.” There was a Benedictine priory founded 

at Douai in 1605. In the year 1609 a translation of the Old Testament was published there and combined 



with the recently published New Testament from Rheims to create the famous Douay-Rheims Bible that 

is still considered to be the standard for the complete Catholic Bible. 

 

7 - Our Lady of Puig, Valencia, Spain  Our Lady of Puig has been the patroness of Valencia for 

hundreds of years, and not longer ago than 1935 was honored by the Spanish Armies who have carried 

her image in so many successful battles. She was at this time named as a General in the Army and 

invoked as patroness in the Christian War against Communism. 

 

8 - Our Lady of the Valley, Sicily (1040) According to tradition, a soldier named Dionysius remained 

behind on the island of Sicily to engage in banditry.  When a pious man named Giles who was greatly 

devoted to Mary had to go to Sicily, he trusted that Mary would protect him from Dionysius. As Giles 

was making his journey a bandit barred his way and threatened his life with a dagger. Suddenly the earth 

shook violently and a globe of blinding light appeared nearby. From within the light a woman’s voice 

could be heard: “Dionysisus, Dionysius, do not touch my devotee.” The assassin’s arm was frozen by the 

command. He turned and looked around at the light. “Lay down that weapon – and cease this life of 

banditry.” At these words Dionysius saw in a flash the monstrosity of what had been his life passing 

before his eyes. Throwing away his knife, he humbly acknowledged the errors of his former life and 

prostrated himself at the feet of his intended victim, begging his forgiveness. Dionysiusus returned to his 

cave where Mary appeared to him to comfort him. She urged him to trust in the goodness and mercy of 

God and go at once to confession. She also requested that a church be built on the hill of Valverde with 

the wealth Dionysius had obtained through his life of crime. 

 

9 - Our Lady of Myans, Savoy, France (1249)  The church became famous for a miracle that occurred 

there in 1248. On the evening of November 24th of that year a tremendous earthquake shook the region 

causing Mont Granier, the tallest mountain of the Chartreuse Massif, to disintegrate into huge boulders 

which came crashing down into the valley. Some of these boulders were the size of a house, and 16 

villages were crushed and 5,000 lives lost. The church of Myans, however, was spared, though gigantic 

boulders were stopped abruptly at the very door of the church. Some of these boulders can still be seen 

around the church grounds. The shrine has been a pilgrimage center since at least the thirteenth century, 

and its small ‘Black Virgin’ was an object of the devotion of Saint Francis de Sales. 

 

10 - Our Lady of Naval  In 1646 Dutch privateers, bent on foraging and possible conquest, sailed their 

warships dangerously close to the Philippine Islands. To both the Filipinos, recently converted to the 

Catholic faith, and the Spanish Conquistadores, devoid of sufficient arms and without warships, the 

invasion was a serious threat. To preserve their faith and their island, two commercial galleons were 

obtained and made ready for battle. They were rechristened “LaRosario,” The Rosary, and 

“LaEncarncion,” The Incarnation, and placed under the special patronage of Our Lady of the Most Holy 

Rosary. On the special altars on deck sailors carried the image of their beloved Queen. Here on their 

knees, officers and men in two choirs prayed the rosary daily. Simultaneously and unbeknownst to both 

ships, officers and men, the Catholic forces had made a vow promising to make an annual pilgrimage to 

the shrine of the Virgin of the Most Holy Rosary, should they survive. The Dutch were defeated and the 

vows were fulfilled and are still being fulfilled by the Filipinos today. 

11 - Our Lady of Fourviere  According to the traditions of Lyons, supported by a bull of Innocent IV., 

Saint Pothinus erected the first oratory where Mary was invoked in Gaul. It is asserted that he brought 

from the interior of Asia a small statue of the Blessed Virgin, which he deposited in a solitary and shaded 

crypt on the banks of the Saone, in front of the hill of Fourviere. He set up in this wild and secluded spot 

an altar to the true God, and placed there the image, which was transferred later on to a temple built on 

the hill itself, whence it took the name of Our Lady of Fourviere. 



12 - Our Lady of Charity, Cobre, Cuba  It is the national shrine of Cuba. Early in the 17th century, three 

sailors left the Bay of Nipe to collect salt. Their vessel was small, so that when a storm arose they were 

drifting and rocked violently on the roaring ocean. One of the men wore a medal stamped with an image 

of the Blessed Virgin, and the three began to pray for her protection. The storm suddenly cleared, and the 

men saw something they could not immediately identify coming toward them across the water. While 

they were discussing this among themselves, they saw an image of Our Lady, the Holy Virgin, on top of a 

small wooden plank, holding the baby Jesus in her arms. On this small tablet, was written in large letters, 

which read, “I am the Virgin of Charity.” 

13 - Our Lady of Mantua (1640) This present shrine to Our Lady of Mantua was built by the Gonzaga 

family in the year 1460. There is seen a miraculous painting of the Blessed Virgin Mary holding the baby 

Jesus that is known to have been venerated since about the year 1000. Originally known as Saint Mary of 

the Vows, the painting is crowned today.According to tradition, the history of the site dates back to Saint 

Anselm. At that time the Blessed Virgin had promised her protection for the city. Starting in 1477, word 

spread that before the image numerous miracles had occurred. 

14 - Our Lady of Guam  A Spanish soldier, in the year 1825, was fishing a distance from the shore 

between the village of Mirizo and Umatac when he saw a strange object floating upon the waves. He 

moved closer and saw that it was a statue, supported by giant golden crabs, holding lighted candles in 

their claws. The soldiers claiming the statue as their own, installed it as Patroness in their barracks. They 

made a shrine for her, a wall recess with doors like a cupboard or camarino, from which Our Lady of the 

Cupboard takes her name. She is called Santa Maria de Camarino. No one remembers how she came to 

leave the barracks for the cathedral of Agana, but on the fourteenth of April a great earthquake occurred, 

terrorizing the natives and destroying their homes. She showed herself to be the Patroness of the people 

and of Guam in particular. 

15 - Our Lady of Kieff  Kieff on the banks of the Dneiper River was the first resting place of this famous 

image of Mary. Here, according to legend, the Apostle Saint Andrew had once stopped on his way from 

Constantinople to Rome. Waking in the morning to the sights of the heights of Kieff, he was moved to 

prophecy: “See those hills? On those hills shall shine hereafter the grace of God.” 

16 - Our Lady of Victories of Saint Mark  In the year 1683 a formidable army of well over 100,000 

Turks invaded Austria and laid siege to Vienna for the second time. If they could take Vienna, it would 

open up all of Europe to them. Unfortunately, all of Europe was not united against the invader. The 

differing Protestant sects hated their Catholic neighbors more than they feared the Turks, and stood by 

doing nothing as the Catholics fought alone to save Europe. The pious and valiant Catholic King of 

Poland, John Sobieski, with an army seemingly inadequate, bravely marched against the enemy. Even 

though his army was tiny in comparison to the multitudes that awaited him, there was no one else who 

could come to the aid of Vienna. When John Sobieski came in sight of the Turkish camp, before 

beginning battle, he ordered Holy Mass to be celebrated, at which he himself served; then he 

begged the celebrant to bless the whole army. Although the Turks had the advantage of numbers, 

they retreated when they saw the king’s army. 

17 - Our Lady of Arabida, Portugal  The shrine of Our Lady of Arabida is popular with sailors and 

with all those who travel by water. It owes its beginnings to a miraculous occurrence during the 

16th century when an English merchant named Hildebrand was standing off the entrance to the 

Tague River when a great storm caught his ship and immediately plunged him into the dangerous 

waters at the mouth of the river. The ship was in great danger and the merchant, being a pious 

Catholic, knelt before a picture of Our Lady which he always kept on board his ship. Soon after 



he began praying a bright light was seen shining through the darkness and the ship came to rest 

in calm waters. 

18 - The Cathedral of Our Lady of Loreto erected (1586)  The church of Loreto, one of the finest in 

Italy, has been adorned, according to their taste, by the popes, who have often come thither on a 

pilgrimage like the common faithful; three gates of chased bronze give entrance into the holy temple, in 

the center of which arises the Santa Casa in its clothing of white marble, adorned with magnificent bas-

reliefs, designed by Bramante, and executed by Sansovino, Sangallo, and Bandinelli. The front area of the 

church was constructed during the pontificate of Pope Sixtus V in 1586, and it was he who founded the 

order of Knights of Loreto, who were a company of knights especially devoted to defend the shores of the 

Italian Mediterranean against the incursions of barbarians. The Abbot Orsini wrote: “The chapel is the 

house of Nazareth, where the mystery of the Redemption was announced.” 

19 - Our Lady of Lyons, France (1643)  Saint Pothinus, the Apostle of Gaul and first bishop of Lyon, is 

said to have enshrined a picture of Our Lady in an underground chapel which is now beneath the church 

of Saint Nazaire, or Nizier, in Lyons where many Christians suffered death in the Old Forum on the Hill 

of Blood. According to tradition, there was once a temple to Attis on the site, whose followers 

precipitated a persecution against the Christians in about the year 177 AD. Later, in the 5th century, a 

basilica was built on the site, and the remains of many Christian martyrs from that persecution were 

buried there, as well as the bishops of Lyon. The church takes its name from Nicetius of Lyon, who was 

the 28th bishop there in the 6th century, due to the numerous miracles that occurred there after his burial. 

20 - Our Lady of Schier, Bavaria The Abbot Orsini wrote: “This church was built on the spot where the 

castle stood, which those of the house of Scheir voluntarily ceded to Our Lady, except Arnaud, who, in 

punishment of his obstinacy, was drowned in a neighboring lake.”  

21 - Institution of the Confraternity of the Immaculate Conception, Toledo, Spain (1506)  Saint 

Beatrice de Silva was born of Portuguese parents at Ceuta on Moroccan soil, and manifested a special 

attachment to our Immaculate Mother very early in life. At the court of the king of Castile she was 

presented and cast into prison by a jealous queen, but by the visible intervention of the Immaculate Queen 

of heaven, she was released and justified with great honor. Then she left the court and went to Toledo. On 

the journey there St Francis and St Anthony appeared to her and announced that she would be the founder 

of a new order. At Toledo Saint Beatrice de Silva lived in a convent of Cistercian nuns and remained 

there for almost 40 years but did not don the religious garb; nevertheless she was a model of religious 

perfection. Gradually the resolution took shape to establish a new order that would honor the Immaculate 

Mother of God. With 12 companions who entertained sentiments similar to hers, she withdrew to a 

separate house. Beatrice wrote the rule and asked Pope Innocent VIII to approve it in 1489. 

22 - Our Lady of Betharam, France (1503)  The Shrine of Betharram is located only 15 kilometers from 

the more famous Marian shrine at Lourdes. According to Saint Vincent de Paul, Betharram was once the 

second most popular place of pilgrimage in France. The river Gave, beside which the shrine is located, is 

the same river whose waters flow past Lourdes. The shrine of Our Lady of Betharam is famous for no less 

than three miracles attributed to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Saint Bernadette Soubirous  frequently visited 

the shrine of Betharram. In fact, the rosary beads that Bernadette used when praying with the Blessed 

Virgin during the first apparition at Lourdes had come from the Betharram shrine. 

23 - Pope Calixtus III grants indulgences to those who visit the Cathedral of Arras, where a veil & 
sash of Our Lady are kept (1455) The Abbot Orsini wrote: “Grant of indulgences, by Pope Calixtus II, in 



the year 1455, to those who shall visit the cathedral of Arras, where a veil and girdle of Our Lady are 

preserved.” 

24 - Our Lady of Bonaria, Island of Sardinia (1370)  According to tradition, on March 25, 1370, a ship 

ran into a terrific storm at a spot some miles off the coast of Sardinia while enroute from Spain to Italy. 

Soon the ship seemed in imminent danger of sinking, and the sailors in a last desperate effort to save her, 

began to get rid of the cargo. When they heaved a certain large packing case into the sea, the waves 

immediately died down and the sea became calm. The sailors knew the ship had been miraculously saved 

and attempted to regain the last crate, followed it for some time. The crate washed ashore and was unable 

to be opened except by the Mercy Fathers who opened it and took it to their church and opened it in the 

presence of a large group of people. To the surprise of all, they found it contained a beautiful statue of the 

Virgin and Child. In her right hand the Virgin held a candle which was still lit! 

25 - Dedication of the Lower Holy Chapel of Paris in honor of Our Lady (1248)  The Abbot Orsini 

wrote: “Dedication of the Lower Holy Chapel of Paris in honor of Our Lady by Philip, Archbishop of 

Bourges, in the year 1248.” 

26 - Our Lady of Genazzano Or Our Lady of Good Counsel George Kastrioti Skanderbeg (1405–1467), 

also known as Iskander,or by his more colorful title, the Dragon of Albania. He was a great warrior and 

leader of the people of Albania who fought against the expansion of the Ottoman Empire into his 

kingdom. An invincible opponent of Islam, the reason for his successes was no secret: he “loved the 

sanctuary of Mary with a devoted, enthusiastic love; and Mary in return, not only made him a model of 

Christian perfection, but also gave him an invincible power, which preserved not only Albania but also 

Christendom during his reign.” 

27 - Our Lady of Moreneta, Spain  The one and only “Lady of Spain,” is a black Madonna who reigns 

from the lofty heights of Montserrat. The Virgin smiles down from her place of honor above the main 

altar of the Basilica of Montserrat. La Moreneta means the “Little Black One.” The statue is four feet high 

and made of wood, blackened from the smoke of innumerable candles which have burned before her 

through the ages. Our Lady of Moreneta is seated upon a chair and holds her Divine Child who has a fir 

apple in His left hand. Our Queen is clothed in a golden mantle, a tunic and a veil of diverse colors; the 

Infant wears a simple tunic, and He and His Mother wear matching wooden crowns. The miraculous 

statue reposes upon a gleaming throne of marble, and over all, the sunlight diffuses glow. 

28 - Our Lady of Quito, Ecuador (1534)  The miraculous image of Our Lady of Quito currently in the 

capital of Ecuador is said to date from the first Spanish settlement there in the year 1534. At the very 

least, it has certainly been venerated there for a long time, and is popularly called by the people of Quito 

Our Lady of the Earthquake. The painting represents the Sorrowful Mother, and in the early years of the 

twentieth century, devotion to Mary under the title of Our Lady of Quito was introduced into England by 

the Servite Friars in London. Pope Saint Pius X accorded them an indulgence for those who should pray 

before her picture, and the devotion was greatly promoted in England by the Sisters of the Holy Child 

Jesus, Mother Cornelia Connelly’s congregation. The original image at Quito was solemnly crowned in 

1918. 

29 - Our Lady of Faith, Amiens, France  Not far from the small town of Dinant, in the country of Liege 

near a home belonging to the lord of Celles, two magnificent oaks once grew. One of the two venerable 

old trees was felled in the year 1609 for lumber. The worker who inspected the tree found in the interior a 

small statue of the Mother of God, enthroned, as it were, with three iron bars that served as a trellis. 

Apparently, at some time in the distant past, some pious Christian soul had placed the holy image in a 

hollow of the oak, as if in a niche. Then, over a period of time, the opening the tree had made while it was 



still young gradually closed, and as it grew, the tree hid in its womb the precious figure. To honor the 

Virgin, the statue was subsequently displayed on the other oak, once again behind an iron grating, by 

order of Baron of Celles. In this new sanctuary the Mother of God was honored with the title of Our Lady 

of Faith. Those passing by did not fail to venerate the statue; and there were many unexpected healings. 

Graces of all kinds multiplied, and soon pilgrims began to flock to the area because of the dazzling 

miracles. 

30 - Our Lady of Africa, Algiers (1876)  Today we think of North Africa as being dominated by Islam, 

but in the 2nd century AD the region was part of the Roman Empire, and in the 3rd century, under the 

Emperor Constantine, it began to become Christian. This was once the land of Saint Augustine, and 

remained Christian until the Arab invasions in later centuries. The French re-established themselves early 

in the 19th century. There was, of course, no church in Algiers when the first bishop arrived, and the local 

population was hostile to the French. As he had no money to build a church, Bishop Dupuch went back to 

France to appeal for any assistance. The Sodality of Our Lady in Lyon had a bronze statue of the 

Immaculate Conception that they offered to the bishop with the understanding that she would be the 

Protectress of both the Mohammedans and the natives. It was brought from France in 1840 and was for 

long entrusted to the Cistercian monks of Staueli; then Cardinal Lavigiers, founder of the White Sisters, 

enshrined it in the new basilica at Algiers, where in 1876 the image was crowned. 


