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Twenty-five years ago, our parish adopted the “Total Concept of Youth 

Ministry” approach in all programming and designs, including our Confirmation 

Preparation process.  During that time, we have adapted these components for the 

needs of our youth; these include ungraded high school faith formation classes, ongoing 

retreat formation, prayer and worship experiences, service opportunities, and a 

commitment to the weekly sessions leading to the Sacrament of Confirmation in the 

spring of 2014.  

 

 

High School Faith Formation 

      All students must be registered in our Faith Formation (a.k.a. CCE) program 

and attend those faith formation classes on a regular basis.  For the sake of clarity, 

“regular attendance” is defined as attendance and participation in 75% of the scheduled 

classes… which allows for six (6) absences throughout the catechetical year.    Families 

must re-register for classes every year… there are no “rollovers” from year-to-year.  

The only exception to our Faith Formation policy is for high school students who 

attend a Catholic high school and can provide verification of their attendance for the 

two previous years.  These Catholic high school students are exempted from Faith 

Formation classes due to the extensive theology courses required at their schools. 

   

 Early registration for the 2013-2014 Faith Formation programs will begin 

Sunday, April 7, 2012 from 2:45pm – 4:45pm (site to be determined) and will continue 

during regular CCE sessions through Tuesday, April 17th.  Beginning Wednesday, May 

1st, registered families in the parish may sign-up for classes in the CCE Office.  We will 

offer our “Summer Study” program for high school students again this year (July 8th – 

12th and July 29th – August 2nd).  Classes for the 2012-2013 catechetical year will 

begin on Sunday, September 22nd and Tuesday, September 24th. 



The Director of Faith Formation for Children and Youth will monitor 

attendance and evaluate classroom participation; students with excessive absenteeism 

have made the decision to be ineligible for the 2014 Confirmation process.     

 

 

Retreats / Gatherings 

      To foster a sense of spirituality and camaraderie among the candidates, we have 

scheduled two one-day “Genesis” Retreats.  These events are designed to be a non-

threatening, introductory retreat experience to help the young person better appreciate 

themselves, others, and God.  The dates for our “Genesis” Retreats are Saturday, May 

4th and Saturday, May 18th; the retreat will be held from 9:30am – 6:30pm here at the 

parish and will include 5:30pm Mass.  Each Confirmation candidate must attend one of 

these retreats prior to their weekend Confirmation Retreat!  The “Genesis” Retreat fee is 

$20.00, to cover meals and retreat materials.  

 

 Next spring, we will hold our off-site, weekend Confirmation Retreat on February 

14 – 16, 2014 at Camp Cho-Yeh in Livingston, Texas.  Experience has proven this 

particular activity to be to a memorable and life-changing event for our youth.  

Candidates must attend the retreat in its entirety; coming late or leaving early is not 

allowed (the DFFCY can make exceptions on a case-by-case basis).  If a candidate is 

unable to attend our Confirmation Retreat, it must be completed with another parish in 

the Archdiocese; please note the make-up retreat must be a Confirmation retreat… other 

retreats will not be accepted.  The fee for the weekend retreat, and the “Genesis Retreat”, 

is covered in the $150.00 Confirmation fee, which covers lodging, meals, motor coach 

transportation, Bible, t-shirt, and other retreat materials (this fee is transferable to cover 

the expense of another parish’s retreat, provided we know 45 days in advance of our 

retreat date).  The Confirmation fee may be paid in full, or broken into smaller payments.  

A non-refundable $50.00 deposit is due no later than June 7, 2013; the second payment 

is due September 6, 2013.  The remaining payment is due December 6, 2013.  The 

retreat must be paid in full before the end of the year (Tuesday, 12/31/13). 

  

 

Prayer Experiences  

All candidates must attend Mass every week.  This is non-negotiable!!  They 

must celebrate the sacraments regularly, particularly the Sacraments of Reconciliation 

and Eucharist.  Your young person should be practicing the faith they wish to confirm!  



Faith Formation classes do not, and are not intended to, take the place of attending 

Mass! 

If your young person needs to be prepared for the Sacraments of Reconciliation 

and Eucharist, that must be done prior to receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation.  See 

Mike or Alex if you need more information. 

 

 

Service  

In an effort to model Jesus’ example of servant leadership and love of 

community, we provide our Confirmation candidates with a variety of service 

opportunities throughout the year.  God has blessed each member of the Young Church 

with gifts and talents to share with the community and parish; we are simply providing 

opportunities for them to put those gifts into practice.  Above all, we are striving to 

instill that service is more than something that you do - it is a way of life!        

 

We will offer approximately thirty (30) service opportunities during the year 

preceeding the 2014 Confirmation Mass.  Your young person will be asked to 

participate in at least twelve (12) of these service opportunities.  These events are also 

open to your family and the entire parish community!  A list of the dates and 

descriptions of the service opportunities will be distributed at the orientation meeting. 

  

       

Parent Involvement 

      The “Parent / Candidate Meeting” is scheduled for Monday, October 14, 2013 

from 7:00pm - 9:00pm in the Family Life Center.  There will also be a “Parent / 

Sponsor Meeting” on Friday, January 10, 2014 from 7:00pm - 8:30pm in the Church.  

Both of these gatherings are critically important!  Parents MUST attend both of these 

meetings. 

 

There are many ways parents can help with the Faith Formation / Confirmation 

program.  We are always looking for catechists, substitute teachers, and office help in 

our Faith Formation program.  Similarly, the Confirmation program is a large 

organization… we need committed volunteers in the areas of small group facilitators, 

team leaders, office / administration help, event set-up, and the Retreat Team.  This 

year’s class looks to be one of our largest ever (almost 130 candidates) and we will need 

your help to make this program a success.  If you are interested in helping, I can find a 

place for you to share your gift!  Finally, we ask for your continued prayers.   

 



*  NOTE:  In order to stress the importance of our gatherings, parents must attend 

both the “Orientation Meeting” and candidates must attend one of the two “Genesis” 

Retreats during the spring 2013 semester… failure to complete both of these important 

requirements will result in the removal of your young person from the 2014 

Confirmation process. *    

 

 

Sponsors 

      Each candidate will be asked to select one sponsor to accompany him/her during 

the Confirmation process.  Per the Code of Canon Law #874, sponsors must meet the 

following criteria:  have completed their 16th year; be a practicing, confirmed Catholic; 

not be bound by any canonical penalty legitimately imposed or declared; and not be 

either the father or mother of the one to be confirmed.  We will talk more about 

sponsors at the “Genesis Retreats.”  The sponsor should be selected by the candidate no 

later than December 1st, so that the sponsor may attend the “Parent / Sponsor Meeting” 

on Friday, January 10, 2014 and the “Sponsor / Candidate Meeting” on Friday, 

January 17, 2014. 

 

 

Weekly Confirmation Sessions  

      The “core” of our Confirmation process will begin Wednesday, January 22, 

2014 with our weekly sessions, which focuses on large-group presentation and small-

group discussion.  Attendance at the weekly sessions is mandatory, and only two 

absences will be permitted!  Candidates with excessive absenteeism during these 

sessions have made the decision to join the 2015 Confirmation class. 

 

 

Note:  A copy of each candidate’s baptismal certificate must be received in the Faith Formation 

Office no later than January 29, 2014… even if you were baptized at Saint Mary Magdalene Parish.  

Copies of certificates from First Communion are NOT archived… we will need another photocopy! 


