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Sermon for 7/3/22  Very Rev. J. David Carter, JCL, JV 
Clarity Is Charity 7 

Marriage 

 
Today I would like to continue my preaching series, Clarity is Charity. This will be a difficult topic because it deals 
with marriage, a stumbling block for Protestants and an absurdity for the agnostic. I will preface this by saying that 
my attempt is to be the best pastor I can be. Many have equated the word ‘pastoral’ with allowing people to living 
happily ever after in falsehood so that they can feel good about themselves. In good conscience I cannot equivocate 
in this way. That which is truly pastoral is to lead the sheep to the living waters of truth. Would you rather me tell 
you lies and half-truths to make you feel good? Or would you rather me tell you the truth, that may sting, but will 
begin to heal you and lead you to being good? As your shepherd, I can only do the latter in good conscience.  
 
The heresies of the twenty-first century are not theological in nature, they are philosophical. We must establish a 
firm starting point before we can predicate the truths of the faith. The first step is to posit an underlying 
philosophical prerequisite, namely that things are real. Their existence as things does not depend on our thinking or 
acknowledging them. Things exist whether I want them to or not. From that we can discern the nature of things. 
Rocks are hard, water is wet, and fire is hot. Whether we like it or not. Whether or not we choose to define them 
other ways, their nature remains. The same goes for man. We may take on any number of identities, but as Juliet 
famously said, “That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet.” (Shakespeare’s Romeo and 
Juliet, Act 2, Scene 2). The nature of man is part of his existence, and the nature of man is intimately bound up with 
the reality we call marriage. One need only look to the realities of biology to acknowledge that for man to exist and 
perpetuate we must recognize that some human beings are male and some are female, which we call sex. We also 
recognize that when the male and the female physically join their bodies in the unique way characteristic of their 
sex, they are capable of procreating new life that propagates the human species. This we call sexual reproduction. 
From studying the nature of man and woman and sexual reproduction with right reason, we can discern the nature 
of what we have traditionally called marriage.  
 
By right reason certain truths or ‘goods’ about the nature of marriage can be known. They are traditionally named as 
three: Permanence, Fidelity and Children. The Good of Permanence is a lifelong bond of man and wife that will 
allow the couple to create stability for their own sake as they grow old, as well as provide a stable home for the 
raising of children. It is the reason the parties promise themselves “till death do us part.” The second good of 
marriage is faithfulness or exclusivity. “I take this one and no other.” Sexually transmitted diseases should be one 
simple biological indicator of why this is a good thing, but there are also emotional and societal benefits to this as 
well. One need look no further than the natural impulse to jealousy to discern this good. People with right reason 
expect faithfulness and exclusivity from a spouse, and that is the reason the vows contain a commitment to fidelity. 
The third good of marriage is also the end for which the bodily union was made, children. Children are the fruit of 
the natural union of man and woman, and so the union of man and woman is rightly ordered towards the bearing 
and raising of children.  
 
These goods of marriage are derived from right reason about the natural condition of man. Divine revelation 
confirms these natural goods in the book Genesis and again from the mouth of our Savior Jesus Christ, when he 
said, “in the beginning God made them male and female and said, ‘for this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
Therefore, what God has joined together, let no man separate.’ ” (Matthew 19:4-5) Thus, from natural law and 
divine revelation we can understand the objective nature of marriage. Marriage cannot be redefined or reinterpreted 
without doing grave injustice to reality. “A rose by any other name would still smell as sweet” or, to say it another 
way, “poison ivy that calls itself a rose still causes one to itch” or, better yet, “a skunk that calls itself a cat still 
stinks.” 
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To call oneself Catholic means that one has submitted to the precepts of the Church, one of which is 
traditionally defined as observing the marriage laws of the Church. The laws of the Church concerning marriage 
are meant to lead us to the truth of marriage, safeguard it in society, and encourage perseverance in the reality of the 
bond when the going gets hard. And God knows, the going gets hard when it comes to fallen human beings.  
 
Marriage comes into existence from one’s consent to it. Consent makes marriage. Consent is made manifest 
through vows. What are the vows? “I take you to be my husband/wife. I promise to be faithful to you in good times and in bad, 
in sickness and in health, to love you and to honor you all the days of my life (till death do us part).” 
 
From the vows of marriage, and its subsequent consummation in bodily union, comes a bond that is not dissoluble 
by any human power. There are biological realities confirming this. The effects of intimate union of man and wife 
can be observed scientifically by the study of hormones such as the rise in oxytocin and vasopressin that cause us to 
become attached to one another. It is why we have emotional reactions to separation. There is the curious 
phenomenon of spouses married to each other for decades who die within a short span of each other or, if they 
outlive a spouse, have strong emotional reactions that go well beyond simply grieving the loss of a friend.  
 
On the social side of marriage, the bond of marriage forms the basic building block of society in which future 
human beings are reared, socialized, and taught how to be human. The importance of a father and a mother in a 
loving union cannot be underestimated in the psychological well-being and development in a child’s life, as study 
after study has shown. 
 
Divine Revelation confirms these goods arising from the nature of things. Obviously one of the Ten 
Commandments is, “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” (Exodus 20:14) – thus confirming the good of faithfulness. 
We see the reality of the permanence of marriage also reflected in Divine Revelation. Let's look at some Bible 
passages: 
 
Matthew 5:32 “But I say to you, whoever divorces his wife (unless the marriage is unlawful) causes her to commit 
adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” 
 
Matthew 19:8-9 “He said to them, ‘Because of the hardness of your hearts Moses allowed you to divorce your 
wives, but from the beginning it was not so. I say to you, whoever divorces his wife (unless the marriage is unlawful) 
and marries another commits adultery.’ ” 
 
Mark 10:11-12 “He said to them, ‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and 
if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.’ ” 
 
Luke 16:18 “Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and the one who marries a 
woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.” 
 
Romans 7:2-3 “Thus a married woman is bound by law to her living husband; but if her husband dies, she is 
released from the law in respect to her husband. Consequently, while her husband is alive she will be called an 
adulteress if she consorts with another man. But if her husband dies she is free from that law, and she is not an 
adulteress if she consorts with another man.” 
 
1 Corinthians 7:10-11 “To the married, however, I give this instruction (not I, but the Lord): A wife should not 
separate from her husband—and if she does separate she must either remain single or become reconciled to her 
husband—and a husband should not divorce his wife.” 
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Clearly, the answer to the question whether God permits divorce is, “no,” and further, remarriage is not permitted 
after separation from your vowed spouse. Many times, non-Catholics deny this central truth of the indissolubility of 
marriage and try to justify divorce and remarriage.  
 
However, when the reality of what God intends becomes apparent, many have sought out the Catholic Church 
precisely because we remain in the truth of Christ. At times people marry, divorce, and then remarry when they are 
ignorant of the truths of permanence at the time. When those people find themselves drawn back to faith, they 
meet the obstacle of being in an irregular situation. This is where a process of judgement is called for, and we will 
assist you in knowing the paths you can walk to resolve this. Jesus does give us a way, when he declared, “unless the 
marriage is unlawful”. Catholics have always understood that if the marriage was unlawful from the very beginning, 
it was no true marriage at all. But we are not our own judges in this matter. This is what the annulment process is in 
a Catholic Tribunal. The Church has established this process to investigate a marriage to see if the marriage, for one 
reason or another, was invalid from the beginning. If we can discover that it was invalid, we can now regard the 
divorced person as free to remarry; or, technically speaking, marry for the first time.  
 
Now, we should be very clear to state that no one is expected to remain in an abusive environment. 
Separation of spouses is called for at times. I want to make a very clear statement here: Simply being separated 
from your spouse, whether temporary or permanent, even if you seek the state’s intervention in a divorce, does not 
put you in an irregular situation for receiving communion. Separated or divorced spouses, provided they go to 
confession for their sins, are free to receive Holy Communion. However, separation is not the same as 
dissolving the bond of marriage. Even if we were to admit the separation, this does not necessarily imply that one is 
then free to remarry. This is where the Catholic Christian witness of marriage is often at odds with the world. 
 
Knowing that there is much error about marriage in the world, Mother Church holds the bond of marriage to be so 
sacred, but also so fraught with problems, that she requires her children to marry in a particular way for validity. We 
call this ‘canonical form’ and it simply means that Catholic people, even if only one party is Catholic, are 
required to make their marriage consent before a Catholic priest, deacon or designated layperson who 
holds a pastoral office in the Catholic Church. Those who don’t, are said to be in an irregular marriage. There 
are many who in a time of falling away from the Church marry outside the Church without a dispensation from 
canonical form. This marriage is said to be irregular. However, if the requirements of a valid marriage are met, this 
can be regularized by simple processes, and we are happy to help people through that process. Contact us at the 
parish office and we will work you through this. 
 
In addition, when Catholic people desire to marry someone who is either unbaptized or is baptized but not in 
communion with the Catholic Church, Mother Church requires the Catholic party to profess his or her faith, 
promise to continue living that faith in the Church, and to share that faith with the children born of the 
marriage by having the child baptized and raised in the Catholic Church. This is meant to safeguard the good 
of faith within the intimate union of marriage. Thus, there is a clear preference that Catholics should marry 
someone with whom they can share the most intimate aspect of their life, their relationship with God. 
 
It might be news to many, but the Catholic Church does recognize marriages between non-Catholics made in a 
legitimate way. That means if two Protestants are married at the courthouse, we recognize that as a valid and 
binding marriage. If two Hindus marry according to their own custom, or two atheists marry legally, we recognize 
that as a valid and binding marriage even if they might subsequently separate and ask the government to release 
them from their civil responsibilities to one another. While we recognize the marriage, we do not recognize the 
state’s power to undo what God has joined together.  
 
As a good pastor, I must also address those who find themselves in irregular situations. A good pastor helps people 
conform their lives to reality and God’s way rather than try to pridefully attempt to adapt God’s way to the 
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sentiments of the world. This is becoming more and more a challenge the more society slips away from a firm grasp 
of reality. Those who find themselves in irregular situations are asked to refrain from Holy Communion out 
of deference to the fact that we can’t reconcile their situation with the demands of the Gospel. It is not 
meant as a condemnation of the person, but as a humble submission to the truth which will set us free. Many have 
argued that the Eucharist is not a reward for the perfect, but a medicine for the sinner. And this is true. But 
remember, if you take medicine without following the instructions your doctor gave you, it could end up having 
catastrophic consequences. Some medicine can’t be mixed with other things, such as alcohol, or instructs you to 
avoid certain things while taking it, such as driving heavy machinery. When you take the medicine of the Eucharist, 
it is the same. Receiving the Eucharist while pridefully persisting in mortal sin can lead to hellish consequences. 
Being in an irregular marriage may not always amount to a mortal sin, but it is in the neighborhood because of the 
disobedience to the Church’s laws. St. Paul instructs the Corinthians, “Anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body, eats and drinks judgement on himself.” (1 Corinthians 11:29) Thus, a good shepherd would 
not instruct the sheep to drink tainted water, but would rather instruct them to refrain until they can find 
themselves in the living waters of truth. And the truth is that rocks are hard, water is wet, and marriage is the union 
of one man and one woman, ordered to permanence, fidelity, and the procreation of children. Our God has blessed 
this union and raised it to the dignity of a sacrament in His Church. By drinking of this wellspring of grace and truth 
may we be set free! 
 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 


