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Homily for January 30, 2022 

4th Sun. in Ordinary Time 

Dcn. Hicks Armor 

Bishop’s Appeal for Ministries 

When we were in formation, and were being taught homiletics, we are taught to find 

the theme, the word, the phrase…. that you want to emphasize…or that makes your 

point, St. Paul… the prolific writer of much of the New Testament, in our second 

reading, makes it easy for us today. He talks about love, and he tells us how to do it. 

He says “Love is patient, love is kind, love is not jealous, not pompous, not inflated, not 

rude, love never fails. 

I visit with Cardinal Rigali, the retired Archbishop of Philadelphia… 

John 3:35 The Father loves the Son. 

John 5:20 The Father loves His Son. 

John 10;17 The Father loves me. 

John 14.31 I love the Father. 

John 15:9 as the Father loves me, I love the Father. 

When Jesus is asked, what is the greatest commandment he tells us in 

Matthew…“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and 

with all your mind.  This is the greatest and the first commandment.  The second is like 

it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself”. 

So, what is love and especially how do we love our neighbor…love is a giving of 

self…it is a sharing of our gifts from God with others, it is the giving of ourself… …as a 

Mother gives to her children…how a man gives to his wife… so love is giving of self 

…and how we love our neighbor is by sharing our gifts or talents with our neighbor…or 

what we call Stewardship….when we say stewardship we automatically 

think…money… …God asks for our love…for Him and for our neighbor. He does not 

ask for our money 

Just like in our own parish we have people who give of self…or stewards…who out of 

love for the church give of self…their time, their talents and even their 

treasuries…people like… 

Brenda McConnell in her Altar Ministry 

Maria Rist in her Music Ministry 
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Amy Long in her coordination of the Sacristans  

The Altar Servers, the Ushers, the Lectors, the Security team… 

Again…when we say stewardship…we automatically think of money…this is 

incomplete and incorrect. It’s not just money 

Remember, when Jesus was asked about the greatest commandment, Jesus does not 

say give me money…he says love the Father…and love your neighbor…share with 

your neighbor… 

On the Diocesan level…one of the way’s, we can give of ourselves is to share our 

time, talent and treasuries through the Annual Bishops Appeal. 

This year we revised the tag line to include the word Ministries…because that is what it 

is all about, so it is now called the Bishops Appeal for Ministries. 

Next weekend you will hear from the Bishop, about these ministries, how we can share 

our love for our neighbors, our parishes, our youth, everyone in our diocese by sharing 

of our gifts of time, talent and treasury. 

And the people who are directing these ministries are sharing their time, talent and  

treasury in directing them ministries, like; 

Fr. Christopher Floersh in Clergy and Seminarian Formation 

13 seminarians 

3 new Transitional Deacons who will become priest in a year 

27 new Permanent Deacons 

Sr. Peter Miriam in Christian Faith Formation 

A new faith formation program for all ages not just CCD, but young adults, adults even 

seniors, priest and deacons 

Lisa Healy at Catholic Charities 

Counseling services, housing services, meals for the needy and now even Adoption 

Services 

Sr. Mary Lisa at the St. Mary’s Mobile Clinic 

Providing free primary care medical services to counties where access to care is very 

scarce. 

We have Sister who is a doctor, and another sister who is 1 year away from her MD 

degree, and even a younger sister who is now in Nursing School 
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Young Adult, Youth Formation and College ministries.  

Our own Fr. Valentin, who is the Chaplain to the UTC Student center does a great job 

with UTC students and our young adults. 

Justice and Peace 

All of these individuals, just like our parish stewards…are giving of 

self…love…following Jesus’ commandments… 

What all of these are asking for is only a share of our fruits…a portion. 

Remember…money will not get you to heaven… 

Good works alone will not get you to heaven… 

Jesus asks for our love…our heart…as we heard on John’s Gospel 

Jesus, out of love for the Father, and for us, freely gave His life for us. 

Remember what Jesus said when He asked Peter …do you love me… 

Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 

Again, Jesus said, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

The third time he said to him, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter was hurt and a little preterbed because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you 
love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.  

This, is what Jesus is asking of us… Take care of my sheep 

What you share is between you and God, but I urge you to give for your LOVE of your 

God ! 

Close with a prayer 


