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March for Life  

by Fr. Jim Kurtz, OFM Cap. 

 “You are called to stand up for life!  To respect and defend the mystery of life 
always and everywhere, including the lives of unborn babies, giving real help and 
encouragement to mothers in difficult situations.  You are called to work and pray 
against abortion.”   – St. John Paul II 

 

    On Friday, January 18 at 5:00 
a.m. about 35 people, both young 
and not so young, boarded a bus 
in St. Mary’s parking lot in Her-
man to travel to Washington, DC 
to participate in the 46th annual 
March for Life. 
 

    Our first stop in Washington, 
DC was the National Shrine of the 
Basilica of the Immaculate Con-
ception where we attended the 
Mass for Life sponsored by the Capuchin Friars in the Crypt (lower) Church of the 
Shrine. We prayed with the Capuchins and with many others that all people will 
come to respect and defend the lives of the unborn. 
 

    After Mass we traveled to the Washington Mall to join thousands and thou-
sands of pro-life people from across our county for the March for Life on the 
streets of our nation’s capital. 

 

   How many marched?  Some estimated 
that there were over 400,000.  Whatev-
er the number may have been, it was a 
blessing to be able to pray with, to stand 
with and to march with so many people 
who recognize that every human life is 
precious in the sight of God and must be 
loved and respected from the moment 
of conception until the time of natural 
death. 
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    As I began putting my thoughts together for this article on Lent, a 

phrase kept repeating in my head from music from the past--the 

single verse "Here We Go Again."  Perhaps this verse can serve as an 

introduction to my words.  So, Here We Go Again.   

    Christmas and all the accompanying seasonal celebrations have 

come and gone for yet another year.  And as we have done in years 

past through the flow of our liturgical year, we stand on the thresh-

old of our Lenten Season for 2019.  Here We Go Again.  On March 6, 

Ash Wednesday, we begin our Lenten journey with Christians 

throughout the world.  In the opening prayer for the First Sunday of 

Lent we pray:  Grant, almighty God, through the yearly observances 

of holy Lent, that we may grow in understanding of the riches hidden 

in Christ and by worthy conduct pursue their effects.  

    Lent can serve as a reminder for us to use these 40 plus days of 

time and space to deepen our personal relationship with Jesus.  We 

need to spend time through the use of the threefold Lenten disci-

plines of prayer,  fasting, and alms giving to let the Lord speak to 

our hearts anew. Knowing that we walk our journey with the 

many, we are not alone.  Faith and grace bind us to each other and 

to our God.   

    We are encouraged to take up Lenten practices that we can keep.  

We should not try to do everything we think we need to do to im-

prove our relationship with God and our neighbor and yes, our-

selves.  Rather, we do what is possible, what will bring us closer to 

our Lord and help us make that room for Jesus in our lives- practic-

ing the words of John the Baptist:  He (Jesus) must increase and I 

(self) must decrease.  

    This Lenten journey that is ours to take is not new.  No, we have 

been here in years past.  Here We Go Again.  The Lenten season 

may inspire us, or frustrate us, or just not move us at all.  I had a 

friend who every year would ask me if I could dispense her from 

Lent.  A request borne from a sense of wanting Lent to be over and 

struggling to see why she needed to embrace the opportunity of the 

Lenten season.  Here We Go Again.   

    Lent is a time of prayer, penance and alms giving, intended to pre-

pare us for the annual commemoration during Holy Week of Jesus' 

Passion, Death and Resurrection.  In the wisdom of the Church there 

is established Ash Wednesday and every Friday of Lent as days of 

mandatory abstinence from meat (binding those aged 14-59).  Ash 

Wednesday and Good Friday are also days of fasting for all adults up 

to age 59.  The rest is up to us to determine and apply our own self-

discipline.  May we slow down a bit and remember the fact that 

Christ is among us and would like nothing better than for us to 

spend some time with Him in prayer, fasting, and alms giving in a 

renewed manner.   Here We Go Again . . .  

Here We Go Again 
by Fr. Ward Stakem, OFM Cap. 

Lent:  A Time to Plant  

and a Time to Grow 
      by Karyn Roenigk, Worship Committee 

When you ask most Catholics about Lent, 

they’ll probably tell you that we’re not 

supposed to eat meat on Fridays or that 

we’re supposed to give up foods and 

drinks that we love.  You might even hear 

that we’re not supposed to say the “A” 

word at Mass.  You know, the one that 

rhymes with “smalleluia.” Obviously, 

though, if that’s all there was to Lent, the 

Church wouldn’t go to so much trouble 

encouraging us to make bigger changes in 

our lives.  

Lent is a 40-day journey for our minds, 

bodies and souls. Our parish theme 

“planting seeds of change” will challenge 

us each week to grow during Lent and 

emerge at the end of our Lenten season a 

new you for the Risen Christ. 

Planting Seeds of Change to 

Grow . . . 

Week 1 . . .  A Closer Relationship with 

          Our Family 

Week 2 . . .  A More Positive Attitude 

Week 3 . . .  A Mindset of Love 

Week 4 . . .  A Forgiving Heart 

Week 5 . . .  A Thankful Spirit 

Week 6 . . .  A Stronger Friendship with 

          Our God 

We all know the 

parable of the 

Mustard Seed.  

The tiny seeds 

grow beyond any 

expectation with 

the right course of care. You will be given 

a packet of mustard seeds when you re-

ceive ashes. We ask that you take them 

home and plant them, water them, and 

watch and wait for them to sprout and 

grow.  Just like the mustard seeds, let the 

Seeds of Change grow something magical 

in you this Lent. 
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Lenten Schedule 

Ash Wednesday, March 6 

Mass with Distribution of Ashes, 9 a.m. 

Distribution of Ashes Only, 7 p.m. 
 

Stations of the Cross 

March 8, March 29, April 19, 7 p.m. 

Shadow Stations April 12, 8 p.m. 
 

Holy Week 

Holy Thursday, April 18, 7 p.m., St. Mary 

Good Friday, April 19, 1:30 p.m., St. John 

Traditional Service  
 

Easter Vigil Mass,  April 20 

8:30 p.m., St. Joseph 

Easter Sunday, April 21 

8 and 11 a.m., St. Joseph 
 

Confessions 

Saturday Confessions 12-1 p.m. 

Keep the Light On- April 10, 6-9 p.m. 

April 16, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

See the bulletin for a complete schedule for       

St. John, St. Joseph and St. Mary Parishes. 

Caution!  When calling the church office, be on alert be-
cause the unexpected happens.  I called the office one day 
and talked with our special “church lady,” Karyn.  Out of the 
blue, she asked me to write an article for the Voice of the 
Carpenter.  Karyn is very convincing. So, this is about 
Matthew Kelly’s  book, The Biggest Lie in the History of 
Christianity, which was given to parishioners at Mass several 
weeks ago. 

Matthew Kelly is an easy-to-read writer.  If you did not 
pick up a book, please do so.  This book is truly a gift to the 
reader.  This article might read a lot like a high school (or 
maybe elementary school) book report.  If so, I’m sorry. 

The first few chapters were (to me) a little dry, re-
peating things we all know.  It was kind of forced reading.  
But wait until you get to Chapter 7 – magic happens!  It is 
about Holy Moments and I had never heard of that.  What 
are they?  Who can do these?  Are they hard to do?  I will 
answer only one of these questions.  They are NOT hard to 
do.  Actually, they are easy and worthwhile.  Examples are 
given of Holy Moments to help you get started. 

Another important chapter is Chapter 14, pages 102 and 
103.  Don’t miss these pages! 

Please read this book and try some Holy Moments.  It 
will make you feel blessed.  Maybe we can ask Father Ward 
to place a Holy Moment box in the church narthex so that 
we can drop in unsigned cards with our Holy Moments on 
them.  So, with luck, the “church lady” will put some Holy 
Moments in the bulletin, and we all will be blessed. 

Wishing you many Holy Moments! 

Holy Moments 
by Carol Kepple 

The Sixties-The Decade that 
Changed Everything! 

by Ron Ekas 

The Greek word for fellowship is Koi-
nonia, also translated as a gift jointly con-
tributed.  Both translations are appropriate 
descriptions for the group of individuals 
that have joined together to share their 
gifts for the up-and-coming production   
titled “The Sixties-The Decade That 
Changed Everything.”  This production, to 
be performed on March 23 in St. Joseph 
Hall, will include singing, dancing, come-
dy skits and selected scenes from some 
Broadway shows.  It will be an evening of 
smiles and laughter as this brave group 
gives their all to entertain you.  Please 
come and share in fellowship with us that 
night.  The date for ticket reservation will 
be announced.  Bear in mind seating will 
be limited. 

Christmas Sharing Thank You 

A million THANKS to so many who contributed 

to our Christmas Sharing. We were able to give- 
 

Cabot Food Bank $1,498 and a $25 Giant  

Eagle Gift Card  

Meals on Wheels $1,078 and a $25 Giant   

Eagle Gift Card 

Your food donations were packed into 20 box-

es, each making a wonderful Christmas dinner 

for a family; 21 treat bags were delivered to 

Meals on Wheels’ recipients who were very excit-

ed and appreciative.  Every item on the Angel 

Tree was purchased and delivered.  Everyone 

was very grateful.  You all are amazing!  Thank 

you so much!  God bless you all for being so kind. 
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 As best our sources can remember, we started 
doing the Community Dinners approximately in 2002 
at St. Paul's in Butler when Fr. Mike Greb was pastor 
here.  Monica Lauer, who was Sr. Genie's secretary, 
took on the job of coordinator with Phyllis Bastin 
and Kathy Weleski doing the cooking along with a 
group of St. Joseph parishioners, who cooked, deliv-
ered and served the meals.  At some time when we 
were doing the dinners at St. Paul's, Linda Antonucci 
became our coordinator.  As coordinator, you plan 
for the dates when St. Joseph will cook and host the 
dinners and make sure things are in place where the 
meals are served.   

When Linda stepped down as coordinator, Lisa 
Oldach took over and it was suggested that we begin 
helping Cabot United Methodist Church serve the 
community dinners. After some meetings and 
getting the okay, St. Joseph began serving dinners at 
Cabot United Methodist Church, which seemed like 
a great match as it is just down the road from St. 
Joseph.  We served our first meals at Cabot United 
Methodist Church in 2012.  After Lisa stepped down, 
Dave Harding became our coordinator and then at 
the end of 2015, Dave stepped down and Darlene 
Geibel became the coordinator up to the present.  
Kathy Weleski became the main person in charge of 
preparing the menus and meals and is still our chief 
menu/meal planner along with our great helpers, 
who have continued throughout these 16 years of  
this ministry.    

Our St. Joseph statistics are quite impressive, 
generally serving anywhere from 100 to 150 meals 
at each date and always with the comments, “St. 
Joseph makes the best food;” “It was delicious!”  In 
2018, we served 532 meals. 

 Our commitment for 2019 is four times a year 
on the 3rd Wednesday of these dates:   January 16;  
March 20; May 15 and October 16. If you have some 
time on those dates to help with this ministry either 
cooking or serving the meal, we would love to have 
you join us!  A special thank you to all who helped 
prepare and serve 102 people on January 16.  If you 
have any questions, kindly email Darlene Geibel at  
geibel313@aol.com or Kathy Weleski at kat-
dabaker@aol.com.   

“Do not forget to do good and to share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” 

           HEBREWS 13:16 

Community Dinner History- 
as best we can remember! 

by Darlene Geibel 
If you are wondering what is new with our Prayer 

Blanket Ministry, I am here to report—Growth!!  
     We have several talented new members who have 
added creativity, new ideas, and variety.  As a group, we 
take great joy in praying together, sharing ideas if some-
thing hasn’t worked out as expected, along with creating 
and implementing new design ideas. 
     To date about 347 blankets and shawls have been 
shared with those needing comfort and prayers.  As we 
hear from those who receive blankets, we are assured 
the Holy Spirit is guiding our path of ministry.  PBM is a 
conduit of God’s everlasting love.  
     With our creative juices flowing, we have decided 
that February would be a perfect month to put together 
baskets of our goods to raise a little money to continue 
our service.  To that end, please watch for our display 
and raffle tickets to be sold after Masses on February 
9/10 and 16/17 and at the Knights of Columbus break-
fast on February 17.  The raffle will be drawn sometime 
around 1:00 as the Knights breakfast finishes.  

Remember to take a look, take a chance, and be a 
winner!  Enjoy!  

Sharing God’s Love 
by Dolores Zimmerman 

Our Parish Stats 
 

Deaths (Nov. 1 to Jan. 31): 
• Alice Adams 

• Wanda Morabito, mother of Joan Depew 

• Paul Porter 

• Jean Prazenica 

• Frances Schmeider, mother of Kim Skyzinski 

 

Baptisms (Nov. 1 to Jan. 31): 
• Wes Warren Lauer, son of Jacob &  Caitlin 

Lauer 

• Alexander Edmund Roush, son of Matthew & 

Emily Roush 

• Theodore James Duffy, son of Peter & Laura 

Duffy 
 

New Parishioners (Nov. 1 to Jan. 31): 
• Luke Jackman 

• Robert Recznski 
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A big “Thank You” to everyone who attended the 

Middle School Spaghetti Dinner on December 2, 

2018.  The youth had a great time spending the 

evening with you.  We hope to see you this coming 

December for dinner again. 

 

Ten people participated in Fr. Michael Gaitley’s 33 Days 
to Merciful Love at St. Joseph Parish.  It included 33 days 
of daily mediation, reflection and journaling based on St. 
Therese of Lisieux’s Little Way.  Also, the program includ-
ed six, weekly, video presentations followed by discus-
sion.  The retreat concluded with Reconciliation, Mass 
and the Consecration to Merciful Love.  Key points includ-
ed:  trust, love, sacrifice and helping souls get to heaven.  
An anonymous donor supplied retreat materials.  Kudos 
to those who made the commitment to participate in this 
retreat and may your efforts bear fruit.  St. Therese of 
Lisieux, pray for us! 
 

Participants:  Debbie Busin, Joyce Davanzati, Patti Geary, 
Marian Goetz, Tim Hemphill, Trudy Hemphill, Joann 
Lindstrom, Cil Love, Jean Hlivko-Neely, Sandi Riley. 

33 Days to Merciful Love 
by Marian Goetz Shadow Stations 

of the Cross 

 

Mark your calendars!  

On Friday, April 12, at 8 p.m. in St. Joseph 

Church, the middle school youth from our 

parish grouping will present the Stations of 

the Cross in a very touching and impactful 

way. They will portray Christ’s Passion in 

the form of shadow scenes.  

You will be encouraged to meditate on the 

Words of the Stations while pondering the 

last hours of Jesus’ life on earth. This spir-

itual event will surely make your Lenten 

journey and Easter preparation more com-

plete. 

Everyone is invited. This presentation is 

suitable for all ages.  

Bring a friend!! 
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Children’s Faith Formation News 

The philosophy of the Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd (CGS) program is that even very young children have 
a religious life.  God is present to them in their deepest 
being, and they can develop both a conscious and intimate 
relationship with God that will last a lifetime.  Materials 
are provided based on age-appropriate Scripture passages 
and liturgical signs that nurture their relationship with 
God.  The program balances exposure to our liturgy and 
the richness of our communal sacramental life with read-
ing the Bible.  The program begins with presenting the 
New Testament to the children because it is the founda-
tion of our faith.  The youngest learn about Jesus and the 
beauty and wonder of the Kingdom of God through care-
fully chosen Bible verses that foster a deep love for Jesus.  
As they grow older, they are encouraged to think about 
their personal responsibility to maintain this relationship 
with God and their social responsibility in the world.  The 
oldest group studies the Old Testament in detail and con-
tinues to deepen their understanding of the liturgy.  The 
CGS Atrium (Atria, plural) is a specially prepared room just 
for the children, where they can come to know Jesus.  The 
room is prepared under strict guidelines with mandated 
materials.  The children work with the materials to medi-
tate on a scripture-based lesson that is presented by a 
trained catechist.  Each presentation has specific materials 
designed to draw the child into the Biblical and Liturgical 
themes.  

It is with great excitement, that our new parish group-
ing (St. John, Coylesville; St. Joseph, Cabot; and St. Mary of 
the Assumption, Herman) will participate in the CGS Pro-
gram for CFF, children ages 3 through First Grade (Level I 
and II).  For 2019/2020, St. John will offer Level I CGS and 
work towards providing Level II.  St. Joseph and St. Mary of 
the Assumption, Herman, will join and offer Level I and II at 
St. Joseph and work towards providing Level III.  The CGS 
Level I Atrium is for children ages 3 through Kindergarten 
and the Level II Atrium is for ages 5 through First Grade.  
Long term, through deep prayer, our parish grouping goal 
is to offer CGS through Fifth Grade (Level III).  Progress to-
wards this is solely dependent on finding “Holy Spirit 
called” catechists and volunteers.  A catechist is trained 
and presents as well as facilitates the child’s relationship 
with God.  They are not “teachers.”  The only Teacher is 
Christ Himself!  A Catechist learns with the child as every-
one ponders the Scriptures and allows the Holy Spirit to 
teach.  The voice of the Good Shepherd can reach the child 

through different instruments, but regardless of the instru-
ment, the voice of the Shepherd resounds in the depths of 
the heart.  The goal is to integrate the child’s hand, mind 
and heart.  Volunteers are needed to assist catechists and 
children in the Atrium.  Training is not required, but clear-
ances are.  We also need volunteers to make materials or 
donate materials for the Atria.  Most importantly, we are 
asking all parishioners to PRAY for our religious education 
programs and all those involved.  We encourage everyone 
(of all ages and stages in their lives) to listen for God’s call-
ing to assist.  You will be drawn closer to God through the 
eyes and heart of a child and will be amazed at what oc-
curs in the Holy Atria!  Catechist training is held through-
out the year at different locations.  We are praising the 
Lord for our five parishioners who completed Level I cate-
chist training in November 2018.  They are Becca Garvin 
(St. Joseph), Kathy Young (St. Joseph), Joanne Lindstrom 
(St. Mary of the Assumption), Joyce Schnur (St. Mary of the 
Assumption) and Cathy Bruner (St. John, Coylesville).  CON-
GRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!  
 

PLEASE WATCH FOR DETAILS FOR AN OPEN HOUSE AT 
BOTH ST. JOHN’S AND ST. JOSEPH’S SCHEDULED FOR  

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019. 
AND ON A THREE-DAY SYMPOSIUM FOR CGS &              

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
AT ST. JOHN NEUMANN, MARCH 14, 15 & 16. 

 
PROVERBS 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go; 

even when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
 
This is a time when Pope Francis is seeking to focus the 
attention of the global Church on the needs of young peo-
ple.  “By listening to young people, the Church will once 
again hear the Lord speaking in today’s world."  Through 
CGS, the primary goal is to allow young children to see 
who God really is and watch Him draw them close as His 
true followers.  When children come to understand and 
love God early on, they will be equipped with what is nec-
essary to live a spiritually moral life filled with strong Chris-
tian virtues listening to God’s calling for their purpose on 
earth.  The child/young-adult’s faith will be based on a 
strong foundation of knowledge, understanding, commit-
ment, love and joy that will last them as an adult, FOREVER 
AND EVER, AMEN. 
 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (CGS) 
by Lynne Bird and Kathy Lawton 
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 Faith Formation News—Cont. 

Children’s Faith Formation by Debi Gross 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our awesome team of catechists, aides, and Edge core members for 
this year.  When we say “it takes a village” we aren’t kidding.  A HUGE thank you to all of our wonderfully dedicated 
volunteers in this ministry.  We are blessed that they choose to share their passion for their faith with our children.  
 

Children’s Faith Formation Team 2018-19 

Laura Eakman- CA, St. John       Debi Gross- CA, St. Joseph       Barb Moran- CA, St. Mary 
Catechists: 
CGS Level I-  Lynne Bird, Certified Catechist, Laura Eakman, Certified Catechist, Becca Garvin, Joanne Lindstrom and   
  Joyce Schnur (Certified Catechists in training) 
CGS Level II-  Kathy Lawton, Certified Catechist 
CGS Aides: Angela Como, Emily Geist, Elyse Knapik, Becki Traggiai and Kathy Young 
1st Grade:  Kim Genaway and Amanda Taylor 
2nd Grade:  Joyce Schnur, Traci Haid 
3rd Grade:  Alison Gregori, Christy Gregori, Cathy Moser, Adina Luppe 
                Teen Aides:  Sabrina Schlott and Tyler Sanders  
4th Grade:  Greg Czegan, Eva Hahn, Ayse Vansovich, Dan Stahoviak 
                Teen Aides:  Audrey Gregori 
5th Grade:  Cathy Bruner, Allison Hawk, Pam Tomaszewski, Dan Stahoviak 
                Teen Aides:  Marissa Gregori 
 

Middle School Catechists and Edge Core Members: 
John Brunck, Denise Dawson, Laura Eakman, Debi Gross, David Heavner, Heather Houtz, Tonya Leeson, Amy         
Rhodaberger, Angie Robb and Stacey Zill.  Teen Helpers: Cory Brunck and Armando Brunck 
 

Please take a minute to say “Thanks” when you see them.  Feel free to ask them any questions you may have about 
our ministry. They will be happy to share their experiences with you. 
 

Are you being called to join our ministry? 

 Children’s Faith Formation “It Takes a Village” 

Having a personal relationship with Jesus is of great significance to living a truly moral and gratify-
ing life.  Faith Formation is an essential part of helping a child develop this fruitful relationship 
with Jesus.  
 

As the family of Christ, we are called to assist and support parents as they live out their role as 
“first teachers of faith.”   As a parish community, we have a great opportunity to make sure our 
youngest parishioners are well equipped to live virtuous lives filled with love of the Father and 
each other.  The Children’s Faith Formation Program is significant in this venture.  God has be-

stowed in each of us unique talents and has given us all the ability to communicate His love and message.  Children 
learn by example and instruction from people in all stages of their own lives.  
 

Are you being called to assist in the growth of the Lord’s vineyard? 
 

We invite you to prayerfully consider sharing your time and talents in the Children’s Faith Formation ministry for the 
2019-20 formation year. 
 

Please contact Debi Gross in the CFF office at 724-352-3030 or email her at sjreled@zoominternet.net for more infor-
mation or to volunteer. 
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     The 60s were full of changes, full of chaos and make-

love, not-war attitudes.  My research is taken from a study 

of the relevancy of music to the times. Comments from the 

60s adults to today’s teens influence my words here. 
      

Those who grew up in the 60s can certainly relate to this 

story.  Watching the evening news with mom and dad in 

our living room cast chills down our spines as it centered on 

one or another civil rights protests. Young people like me 

were literally water beaten with fire hoses.  Some even 

attacked by police dogs.  That image still rocks me today 

and I tend to become disillusioned as to how that was     

allowed to happen in our safe, wonderful land of the free, 

home of the brave.  

     I was introduced to singer Bob Dylan’s song, The Times 

They Are A-Changin’.  It  played over and over.  It’s been 

said that Dylan did not set out to create an anthem. He was 

just writing about the raw changes in his own life and in 

America.  If you are not a Dylan fan, bear with me and read 

on, please.  If you are a Dylan fan, then you know that his 

music was like nothing you'd ever heard before. You grew 

to appreciate the twangy voice, but most of all the lyrics. So 

many young people were drawn into the movement against 

the Vietnam War, which was quickly changing from protests 

of peace to a hyped militancy. They felt like they them-

selves were in a battle. You can go back to the lyrics of the 

song for that: The line has been drawn, the curse has been 

cast. You really felt like you had to stand on one side or the 

other. The generation he first sang for grew up and now we 

are mothers, fathers and grandparents. By the time a new 

generation came along, the times had already changed. 

      The Times They Are a-Changin' is more relevant now 

than ever. The study reveals that instead of the poetry of 

the lyrics new listeners are caught up in the meaning of the 

words. They see these words as living. It's not something 

that is cemented to the 60s, it's something live and now.  

       When thousands of young people descended on the 

National Mall last year for the student-led March For Our 

Lives, the event ended with an emotional rendition of Dyl-

an’s song, backed up by the Destiny Road Choir. The event 

director said, "I hope the powers that be, the senators, the 

congressmen, are actually listening — and like a movie, al-

most, they hear the music and they write a new law.” This 

anthem brought those young people together for some-

thing bigger than themselves. No matter what race, what 

culture, background, or religion, it brought them together.                                                            

 

     And so, 50 years after Dylan wrote it, The Times They 

Are a-Changin’ vibrates with new meaning. Perhaps that's 

because the song itself doesn't look to the past. Rather, 

it's an anthem of hope for a future where change is always 

possible, although not always welcomed.  

     We are in the midst of change with the On Mission 
movement in our diocese, in our parishes and in ourselves.  
We are creatures of habit and ownership and when those 
conveniences are disturbed, we waiver. The country is in 
the midst of change– deciding whether or not to stand 
during the National Anthem; whether or not to build a 
wall; whether or not to recognize that life is present at the 
moment of conception. The structure of the family is 
changing. Dad is Mom and Mom is Dad; the kids in some 
situations are dependent on electronic and digital forces 
rather than the power of the family love. With every pass-
ing day, with every birthday, we are changing. Oh, yes, you 
were right, Mr. Bob Dylan, the times they are a-changin’!  

Church Chat: The Times They 

Are A-Changin’  

by the “Church Lady 

  MORALS, MONEY & MERCY 
by Ron Ekas 

 

The abuse perpetrated on our children by a few of the 
clergy has left me feeling disgusted, discouraged and an-
gry.  Any such act, regardless of the offender, is truly rep-
rehensible and sinful.  Sadly, a few priests that should 
have been lifting us up have let us down.  The operative 
word here is few.   We must refrain from painting all of 
our clergy with the same brush stroke.  Most of our clergy 
still cling tightly to their priestly and moral vows.   

 I firmly believe the Church must make restitution to 
the many victims.  However, what bothers me is that 
since the 1980’s pedophile priests have cost the Church 
over $3.6 billion in restitution and associated legal fees.  
These substantial funds could have been used to feed, 
house, educate and heal our brothers and sisters-in-need.  
These are good works the Catholic Church performs more 
of, according to Matthew Kelly, than any other organiza-
tion or government on the face of the earth.  I think about 
all the good these monies could have performed. 

While it is easy to feel as I do (disgusted, discouraged 
and angry) about our Church’s sad dilemma, I remind my-
self that we must remain faithful to the one True Church.  
We must not allow the degenerate acts of a few priests to 
dissuade us from our faith.  We should continually pray 
for the Catholic Church, for each other and for our clergy.  
Our focus should remain on Christ, and like Christ, we 
must be merciful, even to those few priests who have 
committed such abuses.   

Christ said,” Let he who is without sin cast the first 
stone.”  Being the sinner that I am, I am unable to even 
pick up a stone, let alone cast it.  Peace. 
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St. Mary of the Assumption Church 
Annual Famous Fish Fry 

 

For 62 years St. Mary Church in Herman has been hosting their Lenten fish 
dinners.  A proud tradition, it has become a signature in the area with original 
recipes and cast iron skillets passed down through generations by St. Mary 
families.  The parish is very fortunate to have dedicated parishioners from 
generation to generation to make this all possible.  It takes many days of 
preparation and man hours to continue this labor of love and community.  
They accommodate everything from the typical fish fry to the March 14, 2014 
wedding reception of Don and Grace Mitch held after the public dinner was 
over!  Also, over the past few years members from our parish grouping have 
been volunteering their time.  As our new parish family grows as one, we can 
all learn by working together for God’s grace and blessings.  
 

Experience again the St. Mary Fish Fry or experience it for the first time.  You 
won’t want to miss this yearly tradition. 
 

St. Mary’s 63rd Annual Famous Fish Fry 
821 Herman Road     Butler, PA  16002 

Every Friday 
March 1st - April 12th 

4 PM to 7 PM in (Closed School) Dining Room 
Take Outs Available at 2:00 PM 

 

Adults and Carry Outs $10.00    5 and under FREE 
 

MENU: 
Baked or Pan-Fried fish fillet 

Scalloped potatoes or fries, green beans, 
Spanish rice, cole slaw, bread, 

Homemade desserts and a beverage (dine in only) 

Wedding guests feast on loves and fishes. 

St. Joseph Preschool Open House 
(During the Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast!) 

Sunday, March 17 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Come meet the teachers, ask questions and explore our classroom! 

St. Joseph Preschool * St. Joseph Church * 315 Stoney Hollow Road * Cabot, PA  16023 

Happy Winter from St. Joseph’s Preschool!  All of our students are back at it from break and are so excited to begin our 

winter semester!  We’ve been crafting mittens to keep our hands warm and will soon experiment with salt snowflakes!  

Looking ahead there is excitement on the horizon, including our (Almost) Spring Art Show and our Spring Open House! 

The Spring Open House will be on St. Patrick’s Day, Sunday, March 17, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  If you or anyone you 

know has a three-, four-, or even five-year old that is considering preschool, pleases do not hesitate to reach out to Amy 

Majersky at stjosephpreschoolcabot@gmail.com or 724-816-0946.  Spots will fill quickly! 

3-4 year olds:  Tuesday and Thursday, 9-11:30 a.m.;  $95/month ($855/year) 

4-5 year olds:  Monday & Wednesday 9-11:30 a.m., Tuesday 12:30-3 p.m. $115/month ($1,035/year) 

*There is a $30 non-refundable registration fee.  Checks should be made out to “St. Joseph Church.”   

**Your student’s spot will not be completely secure until we have received both the registration form and the $30    

non-refundable registration fee. 

***Please contact Amy Majersky at stjosephpreschoolcabot@gmail.com or at  

724-816-0946 with any questions or to set up a private tour!  

Come Join Us!  by Becky Sutara 

Christian Mothers & Women  
Have you ever wondered who we are or 

what we do?    A new board was sworn 

into office in November and we have a 

lot of ideas for this coming year.  This is 

a great time to learn about our group.   

We will be meeting on February 19 at 

10 a.m. in the Cafe.  We will discuss our 

fundraisers and the various women, 

children and veterans’ causes we will 

support this year.  We are planning a 

few fun events including a trip for the 

members to visit Fr. Mark to celebrate 

Mass and share a meal.  We’d love for 

you to come and join us! 



 Voice of the  
Carpenter 
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A Nite At The Races 

Well Race Fans, our plans are all 

set for a grand old Nite at the 

Races.  Caller Jason Christopher 

will be at his finest and the hors-

es are ready to entertain us.  If 

you don’t have an admission tick-

et, there’s still time.  We have a 

few tickets waiting for you.  All 

100 horses have been purchased 

and named, but we have some 

jockeys just screaming to be 

yours.  A winning $5 jockey will 

reap $20.  Call the Parish Office 

at 724-352-2149 to get your tick-

ets.  See you at the gate! 

Thank you to all who contributed to the collection for the Bless-

ing Bags for Foster Children.  So many pulled together to make this 

collection successful. Thank you to the VBS families for their earlier 

collection.  Thanks to the Blanket Ministry who supplied us with 

their comforting blankets for the bags.  Thanks to the Christian 

Mothers & Women for donating the money to purchase the bags.  

And thank you to everyone who contributed so many items!  We 

were able to complete 24 bags and had five boxes of extra items 

(school supplies, hy-

giene and beauty 

products, socks, etc.) 

to donate to the Bless-

ings Foster Care Minis-

try.  Many children in 

our area will be sup-

ported by your gener-

osity.  May God bless 

you as you have 

blessed them! 

What a Blessing! 
by Cecilia Love 


