
At St. Paul, we are fortunate to have so 
many opportunities to be involved in the 
various ministries that enrich our parish 
community and enhance our spiritual 
lives. 
I have come to love and am blessed to be 
a part of the Scripture Study ministry at 
St. Paul Parish.  Presently, we are 2 
groups of “seekers” wishing to become 
more knowledgeable of God’s Holy Word 
and to make it more a part of our daily liv-
ing. Our meetings are usually weekly and 
we rotate meeting sites - mostly in each 
others homes. Light refreshments are pro-
vided at the conclusion of our meetings. 
The assigned chapters are reviewed and 
discussed, generally with suggested 
questions in a Study Guide. Often, howev-
er, we share relevant experiences and 
personal thoughts that the readings might 
generate.  This is truly the best part!  The 
group members are supportive, respectful 
and appreciative of one another. 
 
We have thus far studied 2 gospels - St. 
John and St. Luke. (Last year, most of the 
gospels in Ordinary time were from St. 
Luke and coincided with our studies.) The 
Acts of the Apostles and both of St. 
Paul’s letters to the Corinthians were the 
Epistles that we have tackled. For this 
Fall’s session we have chosen our first 
Old Testament book - the writings of the 
great prophet, Isaiah.  

A REFLECTION ON SCRIPTURE STUDY 

Other than Psalms, Isaiah is the most 
quoted book from the Old Testament 
(OT) in the New Testament (NT) and in 
our church services. 
 
For me, the OT and NT readings and 
the Gospels at mass have 
become so much more meaningful. The 
Scripture Studies have provided a con-
text for understanding the socio-
economical and politicalbackdrop of the 
times in which the scriptures were writ-
ten as well as the motivations of the 
writers and the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit in the Bible’s creation. Even 
though these works were written 2000-
3000 years ago the message is as cur-
rent as today’s headlines.  
 
The ethnic wars, social injustices to-
ward the poor and needy, the greed and 
materialism we see today have been 
societal woes for millennia. The Israel-
ites were God’s chosen people in the 
Old Testament. With the New Testa-
ment and Christ’s resurrection, 
WE all are the chosen people of God. 
Scripture is our guide to a closer rela-
tionship with God - Father, Son and Ho-
ly Spirit! 
I am so grateful for this ministry.           
 
                                 By Kathy Pacinda 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Note:                         Parishioners may contact Mark Chasse at  
mchasse1@comcast.net for more information. 
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