
Sunday, Sept. 25th, 11:15 AM 

Confirmation Class  meets in the School - Parent Meeting in the 
Conference Room   First Communion Class in the School 
Religious Education Class in the School
Youth Group - Youth Room

PASTOR’S WEEKLY MESSAGE FOR THE 26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME C

“There was a rich man…at his gate there lay a poor man”
Last week, we were talking about money and how we can be the slaves of money.
Why do people become such?   Often, it is because they want to enjoy life.   They
think to themselves:  Life is short, we’d better have a good time while we can.  That
is the kind of life that our first reading speaks about:  “They dine on lambs from the
flock, and fattened veal…they drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest oil  for
anointing  themselves.”    Such  people  are  too  busy  thinking  about  their  own
pleasures.  They do not care at all for the needs of others.  It was also the problem
with the man Jesus tells us about in the Gospel.  The story Jesus tells us is called
“The Rich Man and Lazarus.”   The rich man was dressed beautifully, eating, and
drinking plenty.   But, he did not care to give anything to poor Lazarus—begging to
eat only the scraps that fell from the table.  Jesus says:  “Now the poor man died and
was carried away by the angels to the bosom of Abraham.  The rich man also died.
In his torment in Hades, he looked up and saw Lazarus.”

Why was the rich man condemned?  He did not abuse Lazarus.  He did not shout at
him to go away.   He did not beat him.   He simply did NOTHING!   He did not do
anything bad.  But he did not do anything good either.  This is what has condemned
him—doing nothing!  Not caring, not bothering, not seeing the need of the poor man.
There are some Christians who live from day to day very much like that rich man.  If
you try to tell them that they are not living, truly as followers of Christ, they will be
surprised and say:   ‘I do not steal.   I do not kill.   I do not abuse or beat anybody.
What’s wrong with that kind of life?’  To that kind of question, Jesus would probably
answer with questions of His own:  ‘Do you care for others around you?  Do you see
the needs of the poor?  Do you share what you have with those who have less?  Do
you do anything to make their  life less painful?’   Last week Jesus told us:   “Use
money to win you friends…  Make sure that when it fails you, they will welcome you
into the tents of eternity.”  This is what the rich man had not done…and he was very
sorry.

If you died, this day, would you also be sorry?   You may see that you do not give
very often to the poor.   What you give during the collection here in Church is also
very little.  Perhaps you think of all that you want to get, and when you have finished
buying everything you want, there is nothing left  for others.   You have heard this
Gospel many times before.  Has it changed anything in your way of living?  Your way
of  giving to  those in  need?   There are people who ‘get  used to  hearing such a
message.  The words enter one ear and go through the other.  They do not receive
the message.   And the story of Jesus tells us:   “They will not be convinced even if
someone should rise from the dead.”

I will end with the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.:   “If anyone of you is around
when I have to meet my day, I do not want a long funeral.  And if you get somebody
to deliver the eulogy, tell him not to talk long.  Tell him not to mention that I have a
Noble Peace Prize…that isn’t important.  Tell him not to mention that I have 300 or
400 other awards…that’s not important.  I’d like somebody to mention that day that
Martin Luther King, Jr. tried to give his life serving others.  I’d like somebody to say,
that day, that Martin Luther King, Jr. tried to love somebody.  I want you to be able to
say, that day, that I did try to feed the hungry.  I want you to be able to say, that day,
that I did try in my life to clothe the naked.  I want you to say on that day, that I did try
in my life to visit  those who were in prison.   All  the other shallow things will  not
matter.  I won’t have any money to leave behind.  I won’t have the fine and luxurious
things of life to leave behind.   But, I  just want to leave a committed life behind.”
Decide, today, how much you want to give to those in need.


