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FORMING GREAT HEARTS & MINDS TO DO GREAT THINGS



Fully Alive
T H E  G L O R Y  O F  G O D  I S  M A N  F U L L Y  A L I V E

We welcomed 99 students in 9th and 10th grade in 2016 and in our second year, 2017 enrollment 
increased to 193 with students in 9th, 10th and 11th grade.  Now in our third year, 2018, we hail 

292 students with a complete 9th – 12th grade.  Our prediction is reaching approximately  
330 students as we approach year four.  We are overjoyed with our wonderful campus and the 
resounding support for our mission to “build scholars, leaders and disciples of Jesus Christ.”

"SMCHS IS A BLESSING FOR OUR 

FAMILY BY PROVIDING A CATHOLIC 

EDUCATION, CLOSE TO HOME, WITH 

A WIDE VARIETY OF EXTRACUR-

RICULARS AND A SOLID ACADEMIC 

PROGRAM. THEY ARE DEDICATED, 

ENTHUSIASTIC TEACHERS WHO 

GENUINELY SEEM TO CARE"

KIKI DIRMEYER



"OUR DAUGHTER TRANSFERRED TO ST. MICHAEL 

FROM PUBLIC SCHOOL AND IT WAS ONE OF THE 

BEST DECISIONS WE EVER MADE. SHE IS NO  

LONGER JUST ONE STUDENT OF MANY, BUT  

REGARDED AS AN INDIVIDUAL CHILD OF GOD."

ANDI SLIGH
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"TO HAVE A SCHOOL WHERE STUDENTS ARE  

MOLDED, THROUGH STRUCTURED INSTRUCTION,  

PASSIONATE PROFESSIONALS IN THE CLASSROOM 

AND ADMINISTRATION, WHO GENUINELY CARE 

ABOUT DEVELOPING THE INDIVIDUAL, IN A CHRIST 

CENTERED ENVIRONMENT, AFFORDS ANY STUDENT 

AN EDUCATION OF IMMENSE VALUE."  

STEVEN FORD

DID YOU KNOW . . . In 2017-18 national 
language exams for Spanish and Latin,  

41 students from St. Michael received either 
gold, silver or bronze medals for their  

performance, just over one-fifth of the school.



St. Michael Catholic High School, a college preparatory school of the 

Archdiocese of Mobile, aspires for our students to become scholars, 

leaders and disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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Pope Francis, in speaking with young people, 
often challenges them to be “magnanimous.”  

By this, he means to be “great-minded,” to aim high,  

to stretch themselves and to aspire to do great things.  

This emphasis, coupled with the Archbishop’s founding  

commission, speaks eloquently to OUR VISION  

for St. Michael students.

We are temples of the Holy Spirit, infused with the grace 

of Christ, “who strengthens us, and through whom we can 

do all things.” (Phil 4:13) We are called to holiness! We 

are called to be saints! We want our students to “go for it,” 

to extend themselves beyond their comfort zones, to delve 

deeper into their studies, to try out for teams (even if not 

selected), to join new clubs, to serve others in new ways, 

and to strive for excellence. In so doing, we believe students 

will grow into young men and women who are good, happy, 

confident in their futures, and ready to lead others to what 

is holy and true. Infused with optimism, immersed in a 

culture of excellence, blessed by teachers who care about 

students and lift them up when they stumble, and elevated 

by a dynamic Catholic faith, may St. Michael help form 

great hearts and minds to do great things!

OUR FAITH is central to all that we do, the lens 

through which the busyness of high school life is focused.  

In addition to a four year theology curriculum, we pray  

often as a school – at Mass and other sacramental  

celebrations, before school starts each day, at school  

assemblies and before ball games.

We host a weekly Mass for all students, parents  

and faculty, asking area pastors and priests to be frequent 

celebrants with our students. We also anticipate a senior 

service requirement in the upcoming years that links our 

students with charitable agencies. We offer activities  

and clubs that assist students in living out their faith  

authentically and advance the mission of St. Michael.  

Students can join our pro-life club, bible study club and 

pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet after school in the chapel.  

They also have opportunities to participate in campus  

ministry events such as retreats/trips that reinforce the  

importance of our faith.

We are striving to build a dynamic Catholic 
community that is attractive to teenagers – 
one that is joyful, faithful and fun!
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"ST. MICHAEL OFFERS THE PERFECT BLEND OF FAITH AND ACADEMICS.  

BOTH ARE TAUGHT WITH A FOCUS ON PREPARING OUR CHILDREN TO  

BE GREAT STUDENTS AND CHRISTIANS. " - LAD DRAGO

DID YOU KNOW . . . Of the 29 professional 
staff, 26 are Roman Catholic (90%).

faith
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An innovative, 8-period/year schedule provides  

the flexibility to customize schedules, allowing  

students to pursue the extracurricular interests of 

their choice. Four days a week, students take just six 

of their eight classes, each about 60 minutes in length, 

whereas one day a week they take all 8 classes in 45 

minute segments, as follows:

This schedule gives students several advantages:  

Taking only six classes on Tuesday through Friday requires 

less homework or preparation than a seven or eight 

period day. The longer class periods give teachers time 

to conduct labs, host debates, or dig deeply into subject 

matter. Several classes will rotate and meet at different 

times of the day, adding variety to the daily routine. Most 

importantly, the eight classes per semester gives students 

room in their curriculum to take desired classes without 

having to make “either-or” choices between their  

academic, artistic and athletic interests and goals.  

St. Michael is fortunate to offer a guidance counselor and 

a college counselor to assist our students with emotional 

and academic needs.

Challenging? Yes! . . .Too hard? No! 
We are a college preparatory school, and yes, we want students to challenge themselves! But we’re here to help! 

By offering multiple levels, Collegiate Studies, Honors or A.P., by offering Aegis classes, with our teachers available 

outside of class to assist students, all who work can be successful.

MON:

TUES:

WED:

THUR:

FRI:

Periods 1-8

Periods 1-6 (drop periods 7, 8)

Periods 1- 4, 7, 8 (drop periods 5, 6)

Periods 1, 2, 5-8 (drop periods 3, 4)

Periods 3-8 (drop periods 1, 2)

Advanced Placement (A.P.) Program
St. Michael offers its most capable students the opportunity to earn college credit by taking “Advanced Placement” 

classes. These courses simulate the expectations of introductory level courses at the college level and are recom-

mended for students eager to challenge themselves. Because these courses follow a national curriculum and teach-

ers must be trained in this curriculum, they are highly regarded for their depth and quality.

National exams for each A.P. class are given in early May and graded between a 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest). Depending 

on the university and the subject itself, students receiving a 3 or higher may be given college credit in that subject 

matter, saving families significant tuition dollars. 

Student Experience
Every day an intentional break is built in  

to enhance the students’ experience.

MON:

TUES:

WED:

THUR:

FRI:
Principal Assembly

Advisory Groups

Mass

Club Meetings

House Meetings or

Student Assembly
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DID YOU KNOW . . . As of August, 2018, the 
top quartile of the class of 2019 has an  

average A.C.T. score of a 32. The top decile 
has an average score of 34.6.



ADVISORY GROUPS
Advisory groups allow a small group  

of students representing all grades to  

be assigned to a faculty member.  

They will meet weekly to review  

academic progress and to stay  

informed of school wide activities.

AEGIS CLASSES  
Students who qualify may take  

an Aegis class to assist them with  

organization and study skills each  

year of enrollment at St. Michael! 
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"THE TEACHERS ARE TALENTED  

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE AN OBVIOUS  

PASSION FOR THEIR WORK... 

REAL MENTORS THAT MY KIDS WANT  

TO BE AROUND AND TO EMULATE" 

EILEEN ZITNIK

"BEING A CARDINAL HAS TRULY CHANGED THE LIFE OF  

MY DAUGHTER! THE FACULTY RECOGNIZED HER TALENTS AS  

AN INDIVIDUAL...HER ACADEMIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS HAVE BEEN  

FAR BEYOND OUR EXPECTATIONS!"

MISKA DEMBOWSKI 

Curriculum
The four-year curriculum at St. Michael Catholic High School allows students to take classes at the  
Collegiate Studies, Honors or Advanced Placement level, dependent on student aptitude and desire.  
Students are required to earn 28 credits for graduation per diocesan requirements, but may earn up  
to 32 credits, giving them the flexibility to customize schedules to play athletics, join the band or  
chorus, take additional A.P. or Honors courses, and/or pursue other electives. 



THEOLOGY 9

ENGLISH 9 (Collegiate Studies or Honors)

WORLD HISTORY,  
RENAISSANCE-PRESENT  
(Collegiate Studies or Honors)

MATH (Collegiate Studies or  
Honors Algebra I , Honors Geometry)

PHYSICS (Collegiate Studies or Honors) 

FINE ARTS I (Band, Chorus or Art)

FOREIGN LANGUAGE I  
(French or Spanish) or AEGIS

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

THEOLOGY 10

ENGLISH 10 (Collegiate Studies or Honors)

WORLD GEOGRAPHY/AMERICAN  
HISTORY I*or A.P. HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 
*One course per semester  
 
MATH (Collegiate Studies or Honors Geometry,  
Honors Algebra II)

CHEMISTRY (Collegiate Studies or Honors) 

FINE ARTS I or II (Band, Chorus or Art)

FOREIGN LANGUAGE II  or III 
(French or Spanish) (Collegiate Studies or Honors)

ONE ELECTIVE or AEGIS 
(PE with Driver's Ed, Aegis or another elective)

freshman sophomore

AFTER SCHOOL  
TUTORING  

Monday – Thursday all  full-time faculty  

members are available in their rooms for  

tutoring. They want to ensure the  

success of our students by providing  

extra academic time.
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DID YOU KNOW . . . Of the 29 professional 
staff, 80% have advanced degrees: three with 
Ph.D's, one with an M.D., one with a J.D., and 

18 with M.A.'s or M.S.'s.



THE FOUR YEAR PROGRAM: St. Michael requires, as do all high schools in the archdiocese,  
a minimum of four years of Theology, Math, English, History and Science and one year of Physical  
Education/Health. St. Michael students will also take two years of foreign language and the arts and  
may elect to take a third or fourth year, if they so choose. Students will be placed in Collegiate Studies  
(the standard curriculum), Honors or Advanced Placement based on past performance, test scores and  
work ethic. As partners with the school, parents are welcome to discuss placements with the school and  
ask for modification of these placements based on their knowledge of their son or daughter.
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THEOLOGY 11

ENGLISH 11 (Collegiate Studies or A.P.)

AMERICAN HISTORY II  
(Collegiate Studies or A.P.)  

MATH (Collegiate Studies Algebra II  
or Honors Pre-Calculus)

BIOLOGY 
(Collegiate Studies or Honors)

THREE ELECTIVES 

THEOLOGY 12

ENGLISH 12 (Collegiate Studies or A.P.)

GOVERNMENT & ECONOMICS 
(Collegiate Studies or A.P. Government) 

MATH (Collegiate Studies Statistics or A.P. Calculus)

 
SCIENCE ELECTIVE* (Collegiate Studies) 
or A.P. PHYSICS C & MECHANICS

THREE ELECTIVES

ELECTIVE POSSIBILITIES INCLUDE:  Aegis, Advanced Studio Art, Analytical Reading,  
Anatomy* & Physiology*, Creative Writing, Debate, Discipleship (seniors only), Engineering*,  
3rd & 4th year Fine Art , 3rd & 4th year Foreign Language (including A.P. Spanish IV), Forensics*,  
Health, Interpersonal Communications, Psychology, and possibly more! 

Curriculum



AT H L E T I C S
A H S A A  C L A S S  3 A

“Good athletic programs help kids develop virtue by challenging them to put TEAM 

before self, by helping them learn to delay gratification, by instilling the discipline to 

work hard and stay focused, by teaching them how to handle constructive criticism, 

by developing sportsmanship after a loss and significantly, by training them how to 

win with grace and a generous spirit. As such, a well-structured, balanced athletic 

program is central to the mission of St. Michael.” We continue to expand our athletic 

programs as our enrollment grows and interests vary among the students.

G I R L S B O Y S
  BASKETBALL

  BOWLING

  CHEERLEADING 

  CROSS COUNTRY

  BASKETBALL 

  BASEBALL

  BOWLING

  CROSS COUNTRY

  SOCCER

  SWIM/DIVE

  TENNIS

  VOLLEYBALL

  FOOTBALL

  SOCCER 

  SWIM/DIVE

  TENNIS

2019-2020
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"REBEKAH HAS LOVED PLAYING VOLLEYBALL FOR ST. MICHAEL!  

BEING A PART OF A TEAM MEANS SHE WANTS TO WORK HARD FOR 

THE SUCCESS OF ALL THE GIRLS ON HER TEAM . . . IT ALSO MEANS 

SHE’S WORKING HARDER TO BETTER HERSELF IN OTHER AREAS OF 

HER LIFE. SHE HAS BECOME MORE ORGANIZED AND STRIVES FOR 

SUCCESS IN HER ACADEMIC AND SPIRITUAL PURSUITS AS WELL."

ALYSON SCHOTT

9



arts,
CLUBS
 and STUDENT  
GOVERNMENT

Excellent Fine Arts, Clubs & Student Government programs create joyful schools! 
The emotions they evoke, the structure and discipline they require, the community and  

camaraderie they help form, shape students in a profoundly positive way. Beyond that, they 

liberate students from the myopia of the literal, deepen their sensitivity to nuance and subtlety, 

and open them to listen more carefully to the prompting of God's grace within them.
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HOUSES
Home is Where the House Is!

High school is more than just  

academics! At St. Michael, we want  

students to build healthy relationships 

with each other and with our faculty  

in meaningful ways. For this reason,  

all students and faculty are assigned to 

one of four “Houses” when they arrive 

at St. Michael, each named after early 

bishops of Mobile: 

  ALLEN

  O’SULLIVAN

  PORTIER 

  QUINLAN

Students have fun competing with each 

other! Each House brandishes a unique 

color and develops its own traditions, 

creates its own cheers and hosts its own 

meetings every week. The school spon-

sors “House games” and other competi-

tions through out the year, and Houses 

accumulate points if they’re successful. 

The principal awards the “House Cup” 

to the House with the most points at the 

end of the academic year. 

Good music programs elevate school liturgies and other  

formal school events, admissions activities and school  

celebrations. For these reasons, the ARTS will play a central 

role in the life of St. Michael Catholic High School. All  

students will be asked to take a minimum of two years in the 

Arts as a requirement of their freshman and sophomore year. 

They will have the option of taking the arts as electives in the 

3rd and 4th year. For those who love singing and playing  

music, we offer several specialty groups that rehearse after 

school: The Chambers Singers (entrance gained by audition) 

and a Jazz and Percussion Ensemble.

CLUBS include Art, Bible Study, Classics, Creative Cardinals, 

Dance, Debate, Engineering/Rockets & Robotics, Environmental 

Club, Equestrian, Health & Wellness, Key Club, Math,  

News in the Nest, Outdoors, Ping Pong & Games, Pro-Life,  

Sailing, Scholars Bowl, Service, Spanish and Yearbook.

Our STUDENT GOVERNMENT is led by a School 

Council President and Vice President with leadership from 

each house.

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS that require  

applications are: Mu Alpha Theta, National Honor Society,  

Student Ambassadors and Peer Helpers.

"THE SMILE ON MY DAUGHTER’S FACE 

IS THE BEST REWARD OF ALL!  SHE IS 

SO HAPPY AND SO EXCITED FOR WHAT 

IS TO COME.  SHE LOVES HER 'HOUSE', 

SHE LOVES HER CLASSES AND SHE 

LOVES HER TEACHERS."

JANELLE JONES
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DID YOU KNOW . . . In 2017-18, the music  
program received straight "superior" ratings in state 

competitions: two in band, and one in chorus.



FEES
$50 Application Fee  
A one-time fee, when a new student applies.

$250 Registration/Technology Fee  
Due with registration agreement upon  
acceptance; establishes enrollment for next year 
if student successfully completes the year. This 
fee is not refundable, but also doubles as the 
"technology fee," used to purchase  
laptops for each student.

$500 Comprehensive Fee 
As much as possible, we have included all fixed 
fees into one lump sum to help families budget.
This fee covers all extracurricular and athletic 
participation fees, gate passes for students for 
all academic, athletic and fine arts events hosted 
by the school, all course fees, technology  
infrastructure fees, and other fixed costs.  
See "other costs" for what is not covered.

Tuition and Fees
2018-2019*

OTHER COSTS
The cost of textbooks, digital media,  
uniforms, music equipment, school lunches,  
bus transportation, A.P. testing, and family or 
adult passes for school events vary by students 
and family and are not included in these  
published rates. The comprehensive fee covers 
athletic and extracurricular program expenses 
and school inventory costs; if students purchase 
items or equipment which is theirs to own, 
these costs are not included. We recognize the 
sacrifice families make to send their children to 
St. Michael and will do our best to keep these 
expenses as low as possible. 

* 2019-2020 rates are not currently available. They 
will be published online in late winter/early spring. 
The Advisory Council is considering a capital assess-
ment fee for 2019-2020 to service the school's long 
term debt. 

** To receive Rate I, Catholic families are required to 
have a parish subsidy card signed by their pastor.

Rate I: $8,500 per year 
 Contributing Catholic  
 (with parish subsidy card)**

Rate II: $10,600 per year 
 All others

TUITION
RATES

LOOKING FOR MORE INFORMATION? PLEASE CONTACT US! 
STMICHAELCHS.ORG  •  (251) 459-02101 2



TUITION/FEE COMPONENTS:
Payment Schedule

  11 MONTH PLAN (required for financial aid recipients)  

  10 MONTH PLAN 

  SINGLE PAYMENT PLAN 
 A $200 discount is given for tuition and all fees  
 paid in full by July 1st.

  MULTIPLE CHILDREN 
 Those with more than one child in the high school  
 receive a $1,000 subsidy for each additional child.

FINANCIAL AID
We know that the full cost of tuition at St. Michael 
is beyond the means of some outstanding students 
and families. Let us help! Through the commitment  
of our school and the Guardian Angel Fund, we will  
do our best to help families with demonstrated need  
in a completely confidential manner. We will ask you  
first to apply and register for next year, and then ask  
you to apply for financial aid during the window of  
February 1st until March 31st for a third party assessment 
of need. Award notifications are sent to families in  
April. In the event a family goes through the process 
and we cannot meet their needs, parents may send a 
request to the principal for refunding the application 
fee. For first year students coming in from outside the 
Catholic school system, there are AHSAA eligibility  
considerations regarding financial aid. Be sure to ask 
about this. We cannot fully assist families who miss the 
March 31st deadline. We will do our best to generously 
distribute available funds to those who apply within the 
stated deadlines, leaving very little if any monies  
to disperse thereafter. 

  ONLINE APPLICATION
 This is where it begins! The applica- 

 tion process is entirely online at  

 stmichaelchs.org/apply-here

  INTERVIEW
 If you are not currently in a Catholic  

 partner school, an interview will be  

 conducted with the Admissions Office. 

  ENTRANCE TEST 
 Arrange to take an entrance test to  

 help determine your course placement.

  TRANSCRIPTS
 Please have all transcripts sent directly  

 to our Admissions Office. 

  REGISTRATION  
 AGREEMENT 
 (includes $250 registration/ 

 technology fee)

 Congratulations! Upon your  

 acceptance, please complete  

 your registration agreement. 

JENNY KOPF, Director of Admissions & Advancement  
jkopf@stmichaelchs.org

FAUSTIN WEBER, Principal  
fweber@stmichaelchs.org 

ADMISSIONS CHECKLIST
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St. Michael Catholic High School, a college preparatory school 

of the Archdiocese of Mobile, aspires for our students to become 

scholars, leaders and disciples of Jesus Christ. 


