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St. Mary’s Parish Council Minutes – September 11, 2019 

7:00 pm meeting called to order by Father Matera 

In Attendance: Father Matera, Daria Mauro, David Croke, Leon Rippel, Larry Christian, Rick 

Lenz, Lori Ryan, Susan Falkner, Josh Livingston, Tom Rechen, Sean Hughes, Gavin Hughes, 

Mary Keenan 

Absent: Tim Sullivan, Betty Bible 

Opening Prayer by Fr. Matera 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES-June 26, 2019 Meeting.  The Minutes were reviewed and 

accepted by the council unanimously.   

Fr. Matera acknowledged and thanked outgoing officers Tom Rechen and Meg Keating for 

their service to the Parish Council and highlighted many of their accomplishments such as 

the Campus Connection. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS took place at the meeting and were presided over by outgoing 

President Tom Rechen to fill the following officer positions:  President, Vice President and 

Secretary.   

The slate of candidates that were presented: 

• President-Sean Hughes  

• Vice President-Daria Mauro  

• Secretary-David Croke  

The nominees were voted on by the entire council present and were unanimously 

approved. 

In addition, Mary Keenan was introduced as one of the new Youth Ministry representatives. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

1. Many groups and activities are beginning: Religious Education, Woman’s Guild, etc. 

2. The Parish Picnic will be held Sunday, Sept 22. 

3. The “punch list” for the Parish Connection Project is nearly completed, and the 

Parish will receive the final bill from the Contractor shortly. The project was 

completed on time and on budget. 

4. The Parish has engaged a new realtor to sell the old Parish Office on Massaco St. 
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5. On Friday, October 24th, there will be a showing of the movie/play Tolton at St. 

Mary’s. 

6. The theme for our parish life this year will be “Alive in Christ” with a focus on our 

youth and youth ministry to young adults, as well as on teens. 

7. A challenge every parish faces is to maintain and grow its faith community. On the 

one hand, a parish must maintain and strengthen its core of faithful parishioners. On 

the other, it must grow the community by the addition of new parishioners. This is 

an issue that the Parish Council should discuss throughout this year with a view to 

concrete action steps. 

8. Father Matera values the input the Parish Council gives since members of the 

Council hear and learn things about the parish of which he is not aware.  

 

STAND ING COMMITTEES 

Sean thought it was a good idea to provide the group, given a number of new members, an 

overview of each of the Parish Council Committees which offers additional insight into 

mission of each area.   

 

LITURGY—Larry Christian 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION— Committee member to be determined 

No report was given. 

 

SOCIAL ACTION & OUTREACH—Leon Rippel 

  
Mercy Shelter - May 5 - Desserts and fruit collection for their monthly meal. Parish groups 
prepared meal.  
 
Gifts of Love - May 5 - Collection for Gifts of Love Weekend Backpack Program for 300 
students in Avon, Simsbury, West Hartford, Canton and New Britain. 
 
Simsbury Food Pantry - May26 - Non-perishable items collected at all Masses.   
 
Baby Items Collection - June 22 - St. Mary's parishioners contribution of baby supplies on 
June 22nd  were gratefully accepted by Asylum Hill Family Center and St. Cyril and 
Methodius Child Development Center.  These centers are both operated by Catholic 
Charities.   
 
Simsbury Food Pantry - June 29 - Non-perishable items collected at all Masses.   
 
Simsbury Food Pantry - July 28 - Non-perishable items collected at all Masses.   
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Mercy Shelter - August 4 - Desserts and fruits for monthly meal. Parish group prepared 
meal.  
 
House of Bread Kid's Cafe -August 11 - Successful collection of items for the Kid's Cafe 
which feeds approximately 500 children daily.  The items included cooking oil (olive or 
canola), parboiled rice, canned vegetables, tuna, penne pasta and cereal bars, garbage bags, 
dish detergent, laundry detergent, bleach, salt, pepper, sugar, coffee, boxes of cereal, 
mayonnaise, paper napkins, paper towels and toilet tissue.   A volunteer to deliver the food 
to the House of Bread is also needed.   
 
Simsbury Food Pantry - August 29 - Non-perishable food items were collected at all Masses.  
 
Mercy Shelter - Sept. 1 - Desserts and fruits for monthly meal. Parish group prepared meal.  
 
Hartford Shelters - Sept. 22 - There will be a collection of twin-size sheets and blankets 
(used or new), bath towels, and new or gently used underwear for children, women and 
men.  As winter approaches, our Hartford shelters are especially in need of these items. 
Thank you for your continued generosity.  
 
Simsbury Food Pantry - Sept. 29 - Non-perishable food items will be collected at all Masses.   
 
Notices  
Immacare - Tracey Roderick - There will be no food deliveries to Immacare until Sept 2020 
due to construction of a new shelter.  The gentlemen are being temporarily placed in 
apartments and at other shelters.  
 
Catholic Charities Refugee Program - We are exploring a more active parish involvement in 
their ongoing refugee and immigration programs.  
 
House of Bread Ongoing Program - Terry Henault has offered to become more involved in 
managing our collections for the House of Bread Kid's Cafe and other areas of need at the 
House of Bread. 
  

ADULT ENRICHMENT AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT—Betty Bible 

Betty was absent from the meeting, no report was given. 

 

SCHOOL BOARD—Tim Sullivan 

Tim was absent from the meeting, no report was given. 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL—Rick Lenz 

Since the Parish Council’s last meeting on June 26, the Finance Council has met 2 times—

July 15 and August 12.  

Much of the July 15 meeting focused on a review with our Facilities Manager, Kyle 

Meccarillo, of our current maintenance and repair issues. There was a discussion of the 
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budget and the prioritization of various maintenance/repair items, and a decision was 

made to move forward with plans to complete the needed repairs to the church bell tower 

at a cost not to exceed $30,000. The work will occur in October. There was also a discussion 

about forming a subcommittee to determine a formula for sharing facility expenses 

between the school and the parish. Also noted and discussed was the fact the YTD Offertory 

through June stood at $9,022 below budget. 

The August 12 meeting focused primarily on financial results for July and a discussion of 

fund raising strategies to increase income growth for the parish. The Offertory for July 

again trailed budget by over $9,000, bringing the YTD cumulative shortfall to $18,307. 

Although that figure is still $10,000 ahead of last year’s total Offertory through July, the 

continuing revenue shortfall, together with the cost of the bell tower and other pending 

maintenance/repair projects, make it likely the parish finances will end the year with a 

deficit. This fact led to a good discussion of several fund raising ideas, including the 

possibility of meeting with the firm known as Letter Concepts to explore fund raising 

options with them, including the increased giving programs and annual collection 

approaches they have successfully conducted for many other parishes. That meeting took 

place late last month and the results will be discussed at the next Finance Council meeting 

scheduled for September 16. 

 On a final positive note, outstanding pledges for the Campus Connection  have continued to 
decline, standing at approximately $241,000 as of mid-August. In addition, actual 
construction expenses for the project are estimated to be favorable to the adjusted budget, 
which could result in the return to us of some unused contingency funds held by the 
construction contractor. 
 
GOALS FOR 2019-2020—Father Matera and Daria Mauro 
Daria provided an outline of suggestions and ideas to grow the Parish that were collected 
from the Council members.  Some ideas presented were:  

1. To consider ads w/ Facebook or Instagram vs the Yankee Flyer to help spread the 
word to younger families and younger adults.  

2. Develop outreach programs to younger adults (20s/30s) similar to St Catherine’s 
3. Invite a friend to Mass or events campaign 
4. Reach out to parishioners to ask seek ideas, ask why they attend Mass, why they 

don’t attend Mass 
 

PARISH COUNCIL SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS—Father Matera 

All agree that meeting on the second Wednesday of each month should continue and 

additional meetings can be added as needed.  Standing committees can be presented every 

other month. Those absent from the September 11th  meeting will present the following 

month on October 9th. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY—Gavin Hughes 

Mr. DiMotta is working on developing a peer ministry team, a group of young people (high 

school juniors and seniors) who will be able to help plan and facilitate for the confirmation 

students, as well as be a faith and social community for each other. 

 

Mr. DiMotta is working on collaborating with other local youth ministers to see where we 

can bring our students together during the year as neighboring faith communities. 

 

We are just beginning the year so Mr. DiMotta is getting ready for the confirmation classes 

and Jr. and Sr. high youth groups to begin again. 

 

NIGHT PRAYER from Liturgy of the Hours was led by Father Matera. 

 

Next meeting October 9, 2019 7pm. 

 


