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St. Mary’s Parish Council Minutes – November 13 2019 

 

7:00 pm meeting called to order by Father Matera 

In Attendance: Father Matera, Sean Hughes, Daria Mauro, David Croke, Leon Rippel, Larry 

Christian, Rick Lenz, Lori Ryan, Susan Falkner, Josh Livingston, Mary Keenan, Tim Sullivan, 

Betty Bible, Linda Duff, Jamie Kalamarides 

Absent: Gavin Hughes 

Opening Prayer by Fr. Matera 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES-October 9, 2019 Meeting.  The Minutes were reviewed and 

accepted by the council unanimously.   

PASTOR’S REPORT 

• Mrs. Sullivan, our Music Director, has resigned her position. Father Matera and a 

committee are currently discussing how to address this situation.  

• Fr. Matera has received several contributions for a two hand rails for the sanctuary 

and handicap accessible door openers for the McGowan Center and the bathroom by 

the elevator. 

• Different parish groups have been sponsoring coffee hours after 8:00 and 9:30 AM 

Masses. 

• The October Count averaged 833 per mass for the month. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

LITURGY—Larry Christian 

No full report this month 

5 new Eucharist Ministers were confirmed in October 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION—No report this month, position not yet filled 
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SOCIAL ACTION & OUTREACH—Leon Rippel 

 
South Park Inn-Plimpton House  

• Saint Mary volunteers prepared and served a meal on Wednesday, October 30.   The 
Plimpton House is a transitional living facility for 30 homeless and disabled residents. 

 
Mercy Housing 

• A meal was prepared and served by a group of St. Mary volunteers on November 6. 
 
House of Bread 

• Volunteer will serve dinner tomorrow, November 14. 
 
Simsbury Food Pantry  

• Our monthly Sunday collection will be on November 24. 
 
  

ADULT ENRICHMENT AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT—Betty Bible 

No full report this month 
 

 

OTHER COMMITTEES/REPORTS 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY—Mary Keenan 

Last month the high school had Messy Game night to emphasize the message that even 
when we think our lives are a mess, God is always there for us.  
 
The Junior High had Superhero Night where they played games and compared some 
common superheroes to Saints.  
 
This month there will be a Catholic Escape Room for high school, and for the Junior High 
there will be an Evening of Thanks.   
 
It’s been confirmed that with the local area churches of various faiths, there will be a youth 
dodgeball tournament at St. Mary's on the 12th of January.  
 
We are working on collaborating with St. Ann’s in Avon, and St. Catherine’s in West 
Simsbury for a catholic Bowling competition in either February or March. 
 

 

SCHOOL BOARD—Tim Sullivan 

Senior luncheon scheduled for Wednesday before Thanksgiving 
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FINANCE COUNCIL—Rick Lenz 

 

The Finance Council last met on October 28, 2019. The principal topics included: the 

introduction of Lou Pepe as a new member of the Finance Council, updates on the bell 

tower repair project and the installation of a new boiler to replace the one serving the 

lower grades of the school and the Parish Center, and financial results for the parish for the 

month of September and for the YTD. 

• Lou Pepe is an attorney and longtime parishioner who was extremely helpful as a 
member of the Construction Committee for our Campus Connection project. He was 
warmly welcomed to the Finance Council. 

• Successful completion of the bell tower repairs and installation of the new boiler 
were discussed, with thanks once again being expressed for the work of our Parish 
Facilities Manager, Kyle Meccarillo, in expediting both projects with favorable 
pricing.  

• Parish financial results through September continued the trend of the past few 
months with the Offertory falling short of budget by $2860 for the month and some 
$23,000 for the YTD. On the plus side, we’re still some $13,000 ahead of last year’s 
Offertory for the same period, and both our September and YTD expenses are  below 
budget. However, some deficit is still expected for the full year, which led to a 
discussion of our ongoing need to strengthen our emergency and reserve funds. 
 

Our next meeting on November 18 will provide further focus on this issue as our Facilities 

Manager will attend and review with us our repair and maintenance projects and priorities 

for next year. 

 
New/Other Business  

 

Recap of Archdiocesan Synod-Linda Duff & Jamie Kalamarides 

The Synod Weekend Oct 25-27, 2019 was a combination of retreat, pilgrimage and 

conference and was routed in Mass, prayer and music - inviting the Holy Spirit to speak and 

act through use 

 

Purpose and Preparation of the Synod: 

 

• To do that we’re going to ask the Holy Spirit’s help to use our voices 
• We should say from the onset, that we’re not here to roll out a set of action steps or 

recommendations - that will come later. 
• We are privileged to be delegates from St. Mary’s Church and School community. 

1. to integrate our experience of faith into context of belief 
2. be open to the Holy Spirit 
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3. charged with working within the scope of the Catechism and Canon Law 
• We joined over 300 other delegates, 2 from each of 125 parishes and religious 

community, 1 priest from each deanery, all the seminarians, representatives from 
other Catholic organizations within the Archdiocese, with the Archdiocesan 
Chancery leaders, Bishop Bellencort and Archbishop Blair. 

 
The Theme and Process: 

1. The theme of the Synod is Grow & Go. 
▪ Four Themes each with 3-7 proposals 

a. Encounter with Christ - Enriching the sacraments and our ability to 
know Christ as savior 

b. Becoming Missionary Disciples - Learning the truth of our Faith and 
learning how to be missionary disciples - knowing your personal story 
and the  

c. Sent on Mission - Accompanying our friends and all our neighbors on 
their walk toward Christ 

d. Collaboration with the Local Church- Interrelationship of our parishes 
and for the common good of the Archdiocese of Hartford. 

In addition: 

1. There was an amazing guest Speakers  - they are available on 
YouTube and we’ll share them afterwards 

i. Bishop David Ricken, Green Bay Diocese 
ii. Julianne Stanz, Green Bay Diocese 

iii. Jack Beers, Dynamic Catholic 
iv. Peter Burak, Intentional Disciples 

2. We then meet in 10 Small Groups of ~30 people each with two 
facilitators in which we either accepted or modified each proposal 
through consensus 

3. We then met as an entire large group and shared small group 
summaries 

4. In addition to leading us in Holy Hour & Masses, the Archbishop held a 
wide-ranging 90 minute Q&A on Obstacles to Faith and Discipleship-
Removing the barriers that prevent our Local Church from fulfilling its 
mission 

 

2. The Process 

• Started by the Archbishop in 2017 
• In 2018 Listening at Parishes, Deaneries, Vicariates 

o What are we doing well? 
o What are we not doing well? 
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o What should we start? 
• In early 2019, the we started our formation as delegates 

o Practicing our Faith 
▪ Sacraments 
▪ Holy Hours/Weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
▪ Regular prayer 
▪ Fasting 

o Reading 
▪ Catechism of Catholic Church 
▪ The Joy the Gospel, Pope Francis 
▪ Letter to a Suffering Church, Bishop Barron 
▪ Living as Missionary Disciples USCC 

• At the same time, the Archbishop with the Office of Evangelization and 
Cathecesis formulated a set of proposals  

• The Synod meeting occurred in Mission Month of October 2019 
• It will conclude with Mass on Pentecost 2020 where 45 representatives 

from St. Mary’s are invited to attend. 

Impressions from Linda and Jamie 

• Personally, I entered this process as a skeptic. I was prayerful and attentive to the 
Holy Spirit throughout the process. I am encouraged at the commitment of our 
Archbishop, Bishops, Clergy, Religious, and Laity. The process was transparent, 
focused, guided and well administrated. I am hopeful and confident that the church 
is alive and well. 

• We are the body of Christ. I believe the Holy Spirit will guide our growth. 
• One fact became apparent as we discerned the many issues at the synod- 

Father Matera is already guiding us on the path to being an evangelizing community, 

rooted in the Word of God, sharing in Sacrament, participating in prayer, performing 

acts of service, engaging in catechesis, welcoming all, and being stewards of all of 

our good gifts to build up the church. 

• Each of us are called to be Missionary Disciples in our own, through our vocations 
and talents. 

o Know your story; Make a friend, Bring a Friend to Christ 
o Encounter; accompaniment; community; Mission 

• Evangelization requires  
o going out to meet people where they are - geographically, culturally, 

language, spiritually  
o being a welcoming church for all us sinners 
o returning to devotion:  eucharistic adoration; consecration diocese to our 

Lady 
o returning to Truth and Mercy; Mercy and Truth 

• The Archbishop understands and acknowledge the challenges his flock is facing 
“The world suffers from spiritual, moral and material destitution.” Pope Francis 
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• Our Priests need our help. They spend 70% of their time on other people’s 
jobs. How to reduce administrative burden of Priest - focus on leadership, 
sacraments and meeting with people 

 

NIGHT PRAYER from Liturgy of the Hours was led by Father Matera. 

 

Next meeting December 11, 2019 7pm. 

 


