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St. Mary’s Parish Council Minutes – November11, 2020 

Virtual Meeting Held via Zoom 

 

7:00 pm meeting called to order by Sean Hughes 

In Attendance: Father Matera, Sean Hughes, Daria Mauro, David Croke, Lori Ryan, Betty 

Bible, Mary Keenan, Susan Falkner, Leon Rippel, Josh Livingston, Larry Christian, Paul 

Henault 

Absent: Gavin Hughes, Jim Cramer 

Opening Prayer by Fr. Matera 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES- For October 14th meeting.  Minutes approved with a couple 

minor corrections 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

1. The October Count for the weekend of October 17-18 was 312.  
2. This year’s Simsbury Interfaith Thanksgiving Service will be held virtually on 

Sunday, November 22, 7:00 PM. It will be broadcast on Simsbury Public Television. 
Deacon Art will preach. 

3. There will be a Mass on Thanksgiving Day at 9:00 AM. 
4. Advent begins the weekend of November 28-29. Father Matera will send an Advent 

email letter on December 1 to all on our email list alerting them of what will be 
happening at St. Mary’s during Advent and Christmas. On December 8 a Christmas 
Card will be sent to all parishioners with the Christmas Schedule and alerting 
parishioners they must sign up for Christmas Masses. 

5. Sign Up for Christmas will be the weekend of November 28-29. Those attending 
Mass will be able to sign up in person; others must use Sign-Up-Genius or phone the 
Office. 

6. There will confessions on the Mondays of Advent from 6:00 to 7:00 PM, and a 
Penance Service on December 17 at 7:00 PM.  

7. The Taize Prayer Service will be held December 9.   
8. The Woman’s Guild will sponsor a talk, “Mary Yes,” by Mary Dustin, on Wednesday, 

November 16 at 7:00 PM. 
9. Advent Books will be distributed the First Sunday of Advent, and Christmas Books 

the last Sunday of Advent. 
10. There will be a Christmas Giving Tree. It will be placed in the Magowan Center. 
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11. Father Matera thanked the Council for its input to the questions discussed last 
month about our experience of worship and use of the website during this time of 
the pandemic. 

a.  While a good number of people are attending Mass, about 300 each 
weekend, there is disappointment we cannot sing or socialize after Mass.  

b. Most people are grateful for live-streaming, but the loss of community and 
the inability to receive Holy Communion are major drawbacks.  

c. Father Matera’s take-aways from these observations is we are under 
constraints for the moment beyond our control. If the Council has 
suggestions about how to improve our liturgical experience better, he would 
like to hear them. 

d. Most people appreciate the website. But many parishioners make little use of 
it. 

e. People tell Fr. Matera we are doing a good job given the circumstances in 
which we find ourselves. But he is aware he may be in an echo chamber. This 
is why we need to hear the input of the Parish Council. The Council needs to 
take the temperature of the parish and let Fr. Matera know what he is not 
hearing. 

12. There is a chance that we will be coming out of this pandemic by summertime, and 
when we do, society and church will have changed. We needed to think what kind of 
Parish we want to be after this pandemic. Some will not be able to return to Mass. 
Others will not want to come back. We need to think about the future and our 
commitment to our faith in Jesus Christ.  

To do this, it may be helpful to have a Parish Retreat during Lent that focuses on Being 

the Church after the Pandemic. Pope Francis’s encyclical, Fratelli Tutti may be a helpful 

starting point. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES- No Reports (except for those noted) 

 

LITURGY—Larry Christian 

 

1. Advent  
a. Penance Service, Thursday, December 17th, 7:00 PM: The service will be live-

streamed  
b. Giving Tree (Peggy Day and Kathy Brignac) 
c. Distribute Advent Books first week of Advent, Nov 29 
d. Flyer of Advent and Christmas activities (Joanne Russell) 
e. Taise Service (Mary Blume) 
f. Christmas Card (Joanne Russell) 
g. Procession Resume Procession from the back of the church at the beginning 

of Advent 
2. Christmas 

a. Ushers  
i. 110 people per mass, if seated efficiently 

ii. Crucial for ushers to be proactive, especially on Christmas Eve  
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iii. Ideally, three ushers for each Mass 
iv. Meet with ushers to discuss how to maximize seating. 
v. In addition to regular ushers, recruit people from the parish to act as 

ushers 
vi. Make a video to assist ushers about what needs to be done 

b. Sign Up 
i. People will sign up for the Mass they want to attend at Christmas. 

ii. Sign-up-Genus, Email, Phone 
iii. Greeters at the doors of the Magowan Center to check signup sheet, 

ask Men’s Ministry and Woman’s Guild for volunteers 
c. Advertisement 

i. Bulletin: start the first week of Advent (Nov 29) 
ii. Weekly video message from FJM, as during pandemic 

iii. Website, Face Book 
iv. Sandwich Board in front of church and both sides of Magowan Center 
v. Christmas Card will have schedule 

vi. Alert Religious Education parents 
vii. Alert School Families 

viii. The Patch and Valley Life 
ix. Have a large “banner” at top of website about sign up 

d. Ministries 
e. Lectors, assigned by Sue Guazzelli 
f. One Extraordinary Ministers of Eucharist for each Mass 
g. One altar server for each Mass 

Christmas Schedule 

At Christmas cantor will sing the Gloria, Holy, Holy, Acclamation, Amen. 

Christmas Eve 

4:00  Church  

4:00  Parish Center (need extra collection boxes) 

6:00 Church (Live Stream Mass to Parish Center) 

10:00 Church 

Christmas Day 

8:00 

9:30   

11:00 

7 masses x 110 capacity = 770 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION— Lori Ryan 

• The Chosen feedback well received 
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SOCIAL ACTION & OUTREACH—Leon Rippel 

 
• The collections have been very generous.  Some weekends we have had split 

donations to share with an additional shelter due to the abundance of items. 
 

• Oct 4th,  Ted Molloy and Kathy Brignac delivered a meal along with desserts 
prepared by our parishioners to Mercy Housing in Hartford.  
 

• On Sunday, Oct 11, the collection was for the House of Bread.  They specifically 
asked for water and x large gloves along with non-perishable food and sanitizing 
items.  They prepare "to go" meals on a daily basis.  They are always running short 
of many items. 
 

 

• October 25th, the collection was for the Simsbury Food Pantry and South Park 
Inn . Items collected were non-perishable food, antibacterial cleaning materials, and 
household paper supplies. 

 

• We send big Thanks to Heather in the parish office for accepting late bags of 
groceries and notifying us to pick them up.  Late arrivals of food is one of the small 
problems that is ongoing. 

 

• With an expected rise of winter virus cases it is anticipated that donations of food as 
well as financial giving will increase. We are investigating ways that parishioners 
might be able to contribute funds to help local organizations as well as our regular 
food collections. 

 
ADULT ENRICHMENT AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT—Betty Bible  

• The need to use the technology ( live-streaming ) as both Susan and Paul suggested 
at last night’s meeting. Father mentioned to Jen perhaps presenting for Advent Pope 
Francis’ Tutti Fratelli which, I believe, Father spoke of at the meeting. 

• We have discussed the importance of making contact with our Parish members 
whom we do not see since we can’t offer our programs at church at this time; 
however, seeing parishioners at Mass gives us all encouragement. 

• I will ask Jen to post in the bulletin the information about the YouTube presentation 
of The Chosen so people can view on their phones/pads/computers. 

• In addition to asking for faith testimonies, perhaps families could share their Advent 
practices, traditions or have our school children and religious education students do 
the same. 

• We continue to read The Hidden Wisdom of Women in the Gospels. 
 

OTHER COMMITTEES/REPORT-  No Reports (except for those noted) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY—Gavin Hughes/Mary Keenan 

• 1st Confirmation retreat in October 
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• In person hike held at Talcott 

SCHOOL BOARD—Jim Cramer 

• Enrollment up 20 people with little added expenses, max capacity in most classes.  

Waiting list for new students 

• Fund raising to be virtual this year 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL—Paul Henault 

1. The Finance Council meet on October 19th, and included the standing items. 
2. Monthly Offertory was 87% of budget, and YTD is 97.9% of budget. 
3. Expense Continue to remain low and well below budget. 
4. The PPP Loan forgiveness application has been completed and ready to be uploaded 

pending Archdiocese approval. 
5. Campus Connection – last two invoices have been paid.  We still have outstanding 

pledges to be collected. 
6. Repairs and Maintenance update was provided by Joanne Russell. 

 
 

NIGHT PRAYER from Liturgy of the Hours was led by Father Matera. 

 

Next meeting January 13, 2021 7pm.   


