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St. Mary’s Parish Council Minutes – June 26, 2019 

7:00 pm meeting called to order by Father Matera 

In Attendance: Father Matera, Meg Keating, Daria Mauro, David Croke, Leon Rippel, Larry 

Christian, Rick Lenz, Lori Ryan, Chris Becker, Betty Bible, Tim Sullivan, Susan Falkner, Josh 

Livingston 

Absent: Tom Rechen, Sean Hughes, Gavin Hughes, Lily Fleming 

Opening Prayer by Fr. Matera 

New Parish Council 2019-20 members, Susan Falkner and Josh Livingston were warmly 

welcomed by Father Matera and all council members.  It was noted that Tom Rechen and 

Meg Keating have finished their time with Parish Council as of June, 2019. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

1. Since the last meeting of the Parish Council, we have moved into the Magowan 

Center. The new facility is working well for us and the school, and it has been well 

received by parishioners. There are only a few items left on “the punch list,” and 

they will be taken care of within the month. In July we expect to receive our final bill 

from BB&E. We are hopeful we will be receiving back some of the contingency we 

set aside. 

2. We are still looking for a buyer for 3 Massaco. There has been some traffic but no 

firm offers as yet. 

3. Kathleen Keating and Lori Oleasz have resigned their positions as Youth Minister 

and Coordinator of Confirmation and Director of Religious Education. We have since 

hired Kathy Piggott to coordinate grades 1—6, Lori Ryan to coordinate grades 7—8, 

and Steve DiMatto to coordinate the confirmation program and serve as Youth 

Minister. All three have extensive background in Religious Education. Lori and Steve 

have already begun their ministry among us, Kathy will begin July 1. There are 

introductory statements from them in this week’s and next week’s bulletin. 

4. In September, I would like to resume our Witness Sunday on the third Sunday of 

every month and have another evening of witness during Lent. 

5. I would like to make “Alive in Christ” the theme for the coming year. The theme 

comes from Pope Francis’s recent Apostolic Exhortation by the same title addressed 

to young people. This would encourage us to focus on the youth of our parish and 

explore ways whereby all of us can become alive in Christ. 



 

 
ME1 31168317v.1 

6. A challenge for the year ahead is to find way to grow the parish. We have lost many 

parishioners through death, relocation, changing demographics, and the scandal. I 

would like your help in finding new and effective ways to reach out and evangelize. 

This outreach can and should be related to our parish theme of “Alive in Christ.” If 

you have suggestions, I would like to hear them this evening or in the weeks and 

months ahead.  Ideas on this topic from Parish Council members should be e-mailed 

to Daria Mauro during the summer so that a list will be ready for the September, 

2019 Parish Council meeting. 

7. In September we will elect new officers and assign members of the council to 

committees.  

STAND ING COMMITTEES 

LITURGY—Larry Christian 

 

1.  The Liturgy Committee met on June 3 to review Holy Week and Easter, 2019.  A 

booklet was printed with the Passion narrative so that the congregation could 

participate.  Next Easter, one booklet will be printed beginning with Palm Sunday 

through Easter. 

2. All altar servers participated in the Holy Thursday, 2019 Mass, and the procession to 

the Alter of Repose was impressive with their attendance.  Mrs. Sheila Garilli did a 

great job contacting all families to have their children attend.  An increased 

attendance of our Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist is hoped for next year.  

3. Ideas for greater attendance for the evening of Adoration were discussed.  An 

evening of Adoration will also be scheduled for Advent.  Sean Hughes may be able to 

have a teen give a Witness Talk at Mass about their experience of Adoration at the 

Steubenville Conference.  RCIA candidates can be invited to attend Adoration.   

4. A reception that resembles a Seder will be scheduled during Lent for all 

parishioners.  Night in Bethlehem and Night in Jerusalem are important to continue. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION—Chris Becker     

1. Chris Becker will be a member of the Religious Education Committee and a new 

Chairperson will be named in September.  Angela Variale has resigned from the 

committee, so a new member needs to be added. 

2. A goal from the past years will be continued for next year: inviting and motivating 

more parents to get involved in this program. 

3. Good collaboration is a strength in this program.  Examples are Night in Bethlehem, 

Night in Jerusalem, and the Living Rosary.  The Seventh Grade curriculum will be 

revamped so that it goes deeper into the New Testament similar to a Bible Study 

format.  Lori Ryan and Chris Becker have started to work on this.  Chris hopes that 

Steve  DiMatto will continue something Kathleen Keating started when she was 

Youth Minister.  Kathleen would attend various events at Simsbury High School and 
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Northwest Catholic (school plays, football games, chorus and band recitals, etc) and 

the students really appreciated that she would find the time to see them preform. 

4. A few items need work to strengthen the program:  Can an intern volunteer or be hired 

to help with the busy work (making copies, stapling booklets, etc)  Both Kathleen 

Keating and Lori Oleaz had much of their time taken up by these tasks, and Chris hopes 

to free up the time for the newly-hired staff.   Also, registration seems to have system-

wide issues that need to be addressed.  Finally, Chris asks if the Religious Education 

program could have access to the technology that is available in each classroom at St. 

Mary’s School.  He noted that Kathleen Keating used technology in the Parish Center, 

which, unfortunately, is a cavernous hall. She had planned many great items for the 

teens, and one of the constant challenges were working with the poor acoustics in the 

Parish Center.  

5. Kindergarten Religious Education class is on hold for 2019-20, but will be scheduled for 

the following year.  The possibility of a preschool program was discussed as well. 

6. Traffic flow and student safety need to be examined now that the new building is 

completed. 

7. The results of the parent survey were mostly positive.  The survey for grades one 

through six was very favorable.  Family recommendations made on the survey for 

grades seven through ten mirrored the changes the Religious Education committee 

want to put into place.   

SOCIAL ACTION—Leon Rippel 

Gifts of Love Collection 
 
On May 4-5, we had a collection of food for the Gifts of Love Weekend Backpack 
Program.  This food benefits students in need during weekends.   On a weekly basis, 300 
backpacks are prepared for students in Avon, Simsbury, West Hartford, Farmington, 
Canton, and New Britain.  The requested items were:  cereal, mac and cheese, canned fruit, 
peanut butter & jelly, raisins, granola bars, and canned chicken.  Rick Fortier of St. Mary's 
Parish works with Gifts of Love. 
                                                                           
Simsbury Food Pantry 
On May 26, monthly collection of non-perishable foods including:  canned tuna and chicken, 
canned soups and stew, pasta, spaghetti sauce, cereal, coffee, peanut butter and jelly, rice, 
etc.   
  
Baby Items for Shelters 
On June 23, 2019, St Mary's parish collected the following items at all Masses:  baby food, 
diapers, unscented baby wipes, and baby shampoo.  The items, including baby clothes, 
were gratefully  accepted by Asylum Hill Family Center and St. Cyril and Methodius Child 
Development Center, both operated by Catholic Charities.        
 
 Simsbury Food Pantry 
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On June 30, 2019, we will be collecting the following items at all Masses:  canned or bottled 
juices, canned meats/tuna, canned fruit and vegetables, cereals, pasta and spaghetti sauce, 
tea, coffee, and toilet paper (individually wrapped or pkgs. of 4).  
 
  

ADULT ENRICHMENT AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT—Betty Bible 

1. A table featuring Adult Enrichment was set up at the carnival for a third year in a 

row.  Jen Shiman provided various statements from the witness talks which 

generated conversations.  Extra books from the library were given out as well.  

2. A meeting will be scheduled for August.  The Catholicism series and Bishop Barron’s 

series will begin in October.  The committee will work with Joanne Russell on the 

location, especially since technology must work. 

SCHOOL BOARD—Tim Sullivan 

Graduation took place on June 7 and the concelebrated Mass with Father Matera, Father 

White and Father Metzler was very moving.  The last day of school for all other students 

was June 13.  Enrollment is now at 158 students and there are possibly new students to 

attend next year which could bring the number up to 166, if all goes well.  Sister Mary 

Kolbe is going back to graduate school, and Ms. Nicole Russo has been hired as the new 

fourth grade teacher.  Finally, the new building is having a strong positive impact on the 

school, and all school families are very grateful to our parish. 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS will take place at the September, 2019 meeting.  Father Matera 

asked if anyone has a suggestion or would like to be an officer to e-mail Meg Keating.  Vice 

President and Secretary posts need to be filled.  Tom Rechen will preside over the election 

of officers. 

FINANCE COUNCIL—Rick Lenz 

Since the Parish Council’s last meeting on April 10, the Finance Council has met 3 times—April 22, 

May 20 and June 18. Included were discussions on planning for parish and school facility repairs, 

the follow up report to the Archdiocesan audit I mentioned at the April meeting, carnival results 

and, of course, monthly and YTD parish income and expense figures and Campus Connection 

financial status. 

Looking at the latter two topics through the end of May, the news is somewhat  
mixed. YTD Offertory through the end of May is about $18,000 below budget, which,  
as you recall, was set at a challenging 6.5% increase over 2018 results. We are  
slightly ahead of last year at this point, but if the weekly giving level continues at  
present rate, we will likely fall short of our budget for the year. And depending on  
other revenue and expenses, we could experience a net loss for the year. 
On the other hand, progress on the Campus Connection financial picture continues  
to be very positive. As of 5/31, outstanding collectible pledges stood at $258,805  
(93% collection rate!) and have declined another $27,000 through June 20. Total  
borrowing for the project is still conservatively set at $625,000, but that figure could 
be further reduced depending on the actual sales price for the Massaco office  
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building, pledges continuing to be better than plan and potential unused  
contingency funds held by the construction contractor. We hope to get a better grip  
on all this next month, including any Massaco sales interest resulting from this  
week’s realtors open house  

. 
 

 

PARISH COUNCIL SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS—Father Matera 

All agree that meeting on the second Wednesday of each month should continue and 

additional meetings can be added as needed.  Standing committees can be presented every 

other month. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY—Gavin Hughes and Lily Fleming were absent.  Mary Keenan will replace 

Lily Fleming next year since Lily’s term is completed in June, 2019. 

 

NIGHT PRAYER from Liturgy of the Hours was led by Father Matera. 

 


