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St. Mary’s Parish Council Minutes – January 13, 2021 

Virtual Meeting Held via Zoom 

 

7:00 pm meeting called to order by Sean Hughes 

In Attendance: Father Matera, Sean Hughes, Daria Mauro, David Croke, Lori Ryan, Betty 

Bible, Mary Keenan, Susan Falkner, Josh Livingston, Larry Christian, Paul Henault, Gavin 

Hughes, Jim Cramer 

Absent: Leon Rippel 

Opening Prayer by Fr. Matera 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES- For November 11th meeting.  Minutes Approved. 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

• Despite the pandemic, the Parish found many ways to celebrate Advent and 
Christmas. Choir members presented a virtual concert; the school presented a 
virtual Lessons and Carols; and we were able to celebrate Christmas Mass. Thanks 
to the planning of the Parish Staff and the help of many parishioners, we were able 
to negotiate Christmas. We had about 450 people attend Mass over Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day in a church that was beautifully decorated by Joanne Russell, Jay 
Reynolds, and others.  

• The Christmas collection, a major source of income for the parish, was better than 
expected, and throughout Advent and Christmas parishioners have been generous 

in providing food, clothing, etc. for those in need. 

• The parish is preparing for the Lenten Season, the focus of which will be preparing 
our parish for the future as it comes out of the period of pandemic. 

• Father Matera is appointing Thomas Rechen as a trustee. Tom was the president of 
the Parish Council, and he will succeed Rick Lenz who has served the parish 
faithfully and generously as a trustee and member of the Finance Council. Rick has 
played a major role in our Campus Connection Project, as did Tom. Father Matera 

will recognize Rick’s contribution in the weeks ahead. 

 

 
STANDING COMMITTEES-  
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LITURGY—Larry Christian 

• Meeting prep for Ash Wednesday and Lent 

• Plan to work w/ Lectors on readings 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION— Lori Ryan 

• 1st Reconciliation to be held 1/23 & 1/30 

• Special class for Jr High on 1/24-question/answers w/ Father Matera 

• Seeing better attendance w/ Zoom classes 

 

SOCIAL ACTION & OUTREACH—Leon Rippel 

 
Mercy Housing   
On Sunday, Dec. 6, Kathy Brignac and St. Mary parishioners prepared a hot meal and 
desserts that were delivered to Mercy Housing Shelter in Hartford  
 
St. Elizabeth's House and South Park Inn   
On Sunday December 13th,  8:00 AM-12:00 noon, at the Magowan Center,  St. Mary's 
parishioners donated new and gently used hats, gloves and scarves for men, women and 
children. Items also collected were non-perishable food, cleaning materials, and household 
paper supplies.   
 
 Simsbury Lion's Club,  with the help of Mona Martinik, collected 20 boxes of personal 
items from CVS and Walgreen pharmacies for our collections. 
 
Simsbury Food Pantry and House of Bread   
On December 27, 8 AM-12:00 noon, at the Magowan Center, St Mary's collected  new and 
gently used hats, gloves and scarves for men, women and children. Items also collected 
were non-perishable food, cleaning materials, and household paper supplies.  
 
Immacare -  December 28, a meal was prepared by Tracey Roderick and St. Mary 
parishioners  and delivered to Immacare in Hartford. 
 
Jacqui Schatz did a  "Clear the Pantry"  collection at her retirement community for our St. 
Mary Outreach.  We will pick it up and distribute it to Hartford Shelters and Simsbury Food 
Pantry next week. 
 
ADULT ENRICHMENT AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT—Betty Bible  

• A Zoom discussion of I Heard God Laughing 
• A drive through for Barter with Brothers with a pasta or pancake meal 
• Have an outdoor Mass when weather allows 
• Reconnect during Lent by asking a family to pray for another family 
• Live-streaming of some great Podcasts 
• Continue to send Birthday Greetings to those in our parish family who are 

celebrating a 90th or more. 
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OTHER COMMITTEES/REPORT-  No Reports (except for those noted) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY—Gavin Hughes/Mary Keenan 

• Youth group planning to meet  1/31 (HS) and 1/25 (JrHS) 

• Plan to do a virtual escape room 

 

SCHOOL BOARD—Jim Cramer 

• No Board mtg in a couple of months 

• Still have in person learning each day 

• Some extra expense incurred this year-covid cleaning supplies and boiler 

• Positive virtual fund raising 

• Catholic School week to be held week of January 31st-opportunity for prospective 

students to visit school 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL—Paul Henault 

Finance Council met on Dec 21. 
1. Year End results:   

a. Offertory was 84% of Budget 
b. Total Income was 90% of Budget  (No Granny's Attic or Carnival) 
c. Expenses can in at 79% of Budget, which resulted in a Net Income gain. (Joanne 

Dunn still putting together final numbers) 
2. Rick Lenz is retiring as Trustee and Tom Rechen will be his replacement.  

 

OTHER 
 

• Father presented a draft outline of the Lenten Parish Retreat  to be held the week of 
March 22-24. 

• The theme is Exile & Return: Our Life in Christ after the Pandemic 
• Focus on renewing and strengthening our faith 
• Father wants to have parishioners share witness each night as an interactive event 

 

NIGHT PRAYER from Liturgy of the Hours was led by Father Matera. 

 

Next meeting February 10, 2021 7pm.   


