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St. Mary’s Parish Council Minutes – February 12 2019 

 

7:00 pm meeting called to order by Father Matera 

In Attendance: Father Matera, Daria Mauro, David Croke, Leon Rippel, Larry Christian, 

Susan Falkner, Betty Bible, Josh Livingston 

Invited Guest: Linda Duff 

Absent:  Sean Hughes, Rick Lenz, Lori Ryan, Mary Keenan, Tim Sullivan, Gavin Hughes 

Opening Prayer by Fr. Matera 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES-January 8, 2020 Meeting.  The Minutes were reviewed and 

accepted by the council unanimously.   

PASTOR’S REPORT 

1. Father Matera reported the closing on Massaco Street took place today, Wednesday, 

February 12. 

2. Father Matera reported that the Search Committee has been interviewing organists and 

cantors and has made a decision. He also noted that some repairs have been made on 

the organ. 

3. Handrails have been installed in the sanctuary for lectors and Eucharistic Ministers. 

4. The Carnival Committee is seeking a new site for the Carnival. Last year’s site is no 

longer available. 

5. Father Matera and Johanne Russell met with the Simsbury Police, who have advised us 

of some ways to make the church more secure during the week and on Sundays. The 

parish staff is developing a security plan. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

LITURGY—Larry Christian 

We began discussions about preparing for Lent which starts with Ash Wednesday on Feb 

26.   Confessions will be heard every Monday during Lent from 6-7PM. 

Stations of the Cross will be led by Deacon Art except for Living Stations by St. Mary School 

on April 3 rd at 2PM.    
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We may have some of our lay parishioners also lead one of the stations.  We are working on 

getting a booklet for Palm Sunday through the Easter Vigil that will have the passion 

printed with the “Crowd” parts highlighted so that the people in the congregation may be 

able to participate.  We will try to again encourage everyone to participate in all the days of 

the Triduum. We are also planning to have some refreshments for fellowship in the 

Magowan center after the Easter Vigil.  Not sure what to call it but perhaps An Alleluia 

Celebration. 

Request for new altar servers and training is being planned. 

Discussed trying an instrumental option for the Communion song at the 5PM mass. This 

would occur after the Communion antiphon is sung. 

There will be 3 youth Masses each month at the 9:30 Mass. 2 from our CCD program and 1 

from St. Mary School. 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for March 4th at 7PM. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION—No report this month, position not yet filled 

 

SOCIAL ACTION & OUTREACH—Leon Rippel 

 
House of Bread 

• Children’s clothes collection upcoming. 
 
Simsbury Food Pantry  

• Our monthly Sunday collection was held in January. 
 
  

ADULT ENRICHMENT AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT—Betty Bible 

No full report this month 
 

 

OTHER COMMITTEES/REPORTS 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY—Gavin Hughes 

Here are the notes for the youth ministry report: 
 
High School Confirmation: the 2nd year students will have their confirmation retreat at 
Trinita Retreat Center. 
 
Since the interfaith dodgeball tournament was such a success, the youth ministers in town 
are working on 2 more events, one will be a night where students can get to know about 
each others faith.  The other will be a game day with kick ball, gaga-ball and other 
activities.   



 

 
ME1 31168317v.1 

 
Jr. high youth group is going well, our next evening will be a mardi gras theme, and the 
students will be learning about lent and sacrifice. 
 
We also have a weekend retreat coming up open to all high school students called stormed 
and formed.  Taking a look at how the "storms" in our life help form who we are as a person 
and in our faith. 
 
Registration is now open for the Stubenville Conference this summer, and it is being 
promoted to all the high school classes as well as 8th grade classes. 
 

 

SCHOOL BOARD—Tim Sullivan 

No report this month 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL—Rick Lenz 

The Parish Council last met on February 10, 2020.  There was some discussion at the onset 

of the meeting about the very welcome news that the sale of the property at 3 Massaco St 

was scheduled to close this week.  The balance of the meeting was spent reviewing the 

latest draft of the 2019 Annual Report to the parishioners and the proposed budget for 

2020.  A copy of the report, together with some commentary by Finance Council Chair Paul 

Henault, will be provided to parishioners at all of the masses on February 22nd and 23rd. 

  
 
New/Other Business  

 

Synod Draft Workshop/Retreat: Alive in Christ! 
Final outline to be completed by Fr. Matera and Linda 

 

Potential Date: Saturday March 28, 2020  8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

 

RETREAT: ENCOUNTER-ACCOMPANY-COMMUNITY-SEND 

“Evangelization is not for a few but a challenge for every baptized person in the parish 

community.” 

I. Prayer – Come Holy Spirit ( 5 min ) 
II. Introduction of presenters, Faith Stories  ( 5 min ) 
III. Goals of the Workshop ( 5 min ) 

Evangelizing is Catholic 

Being a Community of Missionary Disciples 
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Knowing and Sharing Our Story or Kerygma 

IV. Relevant Points ( 15 min ) 
Parish Mission Statement 

Synod Synopsis 

V. Framework of Missionary Evangelization ( 10 min ) 
“We cannot give what we do not have.” 

Show Video- Missionary Evangelization Stages ( 40 min ) 

Small Group Response to video ( 15 min ) 

 Small Group Questions: 

1) Where are we as a parish? 
2) What would move us toward becoming an evangelizing parish? 
3) What is one area of focus you view as important to the process? 

Present Small Group Comments to large group  ( 15 min) 

VI. Invitation to Missionary Discipleship ( 10 min ) 
“One way to move us to Missionary Discipleship is to BE Missionary 

Disciples” 

Faith Stories- Kerygma ( 10 min ) 

Pairs- Share w/ a partner answer to one or two questions about their faith. 

Rubric on Components of a Faith Story presented to group. 

Pairs -Share w/ a partner their Faith Story  

VII. How are We ALIVE in CHRIST 
Share insights of experience of Faith Story sharing/ hearing w/ large group 

One personal take away or resolution to BE? 

One personal take away or resolution to DO? 

One insight that parish may consider in goal of Missionary Discipleship? 

VIII. Prayer  
 

We are a faith-filled community centered in Christ that gathers in our Father’s love to 

celebrate in Word and Sacrament. We seek to grow in that love, to be guided by the Holy 

Spirit and to share an atmosphere of warmth and hospitality with all. 

 

NIGHT PRAYER from Liturgy of the Hours was led by Father Matera. 

 

Next meeting March 11, 2020 7pm. 

 


