NOVENA TO ST. MARTIN DE PORRES
(begin with this prayer every day)
In life’s daily struggles I sometimes feel bewildered and alone.  So I turn to you, St. Martin, my friend and companion, to intercede for me before God.  Please pray for (mention your intention). Most of all, ask for the grace that I may live the Gospel.  May God grant me your humility, Martin, so that I may always do His will.
Dearest Father, in the name of your Son, Jesus, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, guide me as I face the challenges of life.  Give me Martin’s sense of service so that I may be a blessing to all whom I meet.  Amen.
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First Day: St. Martin de Porres, the Humble Servant 
St. Martin’s status as the illegitimate son of a Spanish father and an African-American mother, would have kept him from being ordained.  But he never desired to be a priest.  He always wanted to serve in humble ways.  Among other menial chores, he cleaned the toilets of the priory where he lived in Lima, Peru. Yet he still preached!  Once the archbishop of Mexico offered Martin a position in his palace.  Martin, however, would not consider the move an advancement.  Quoting Psalm 84, he said, “’I had rather lie at the threshold of my God, than dwell in the tents of the wicked.’”  Martin was not accusing the archbishop of evil.  He was only indicating his preference to live among the lowly than to occupy in the palace of a rich man.  Like St. Teresa of Kolkata, he preached by untiring service to his Dominican brothers and, especially, to the needy.  We too are wise not to pursue luxury but to develop an appreciation for what is simply good.

Prayer: Dear Brother Martin, you were led on the path to glory by the way of humility. Our loving God looked kindly on your help to the weak, the sick, the suffering, and those in need.  Relying on your kindness, I bring to you a request and a petition.  Ask God to incline my heart for service to others without seeking material rewards.  Relying on your kindness, I also bring to you this special petition (name it silently).  Please offer it to the Father, through the Son, and in the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Recite one Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.
Conclude with the Litany of St. Martin.
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Second Day: St. Martin’s Love for Poor People
Like a convenience store today, St. Martin always had something for those in need.  Whether bread for the hungry or medicine for the sick, he provided for poor people’s material necessities. It is said that he could hear from great distances the cries of the poor.  They did not have to wait long before Martin arrived with provisions.  Once Martin found in the street an old beggar whose body was full of sores. Martin carried the man into his cell at the priory and nursed him to health.  A fellow friar criticized this act of charity as disgusting.  Martin replied, “Compassion….is preferable to cleanliness…I can easily clean sheets with a little soap, but no torrent of tears could wash off my soul the stain that would have been made there by any unkindness to the unfortunate.”

Prayer: O God, you have given us a model of charity in St. Martin de Porres. May this humble brother, renowned for his care of the poor, the sick, and the lonely, inspire us to follow his example. 
St. Martin, ask the Lord to grant this favor (name the petition). In our joys and sorrows, may your life remind us of the Father’s mercy, of our call to holiness in the Holy Spirit, and of our salvation through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Recite one Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.
Conclude with the Litany of St. Martin.
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Third Day: St. Martin, the Healer
About the age of twelve Martin himself made an important decision.  He had returned to Lima from Ecuador, where his father took him.  He had a few years of schooling, but higher education was evidently beyond his state in life.  Reviewing possibilities, he decided to apprentice with a surgeon-barber.  There he learned the art of healing.  Martin studied plants and herbs.  He became known for his ability to cure various diseases and injuries.  But he refused to profit from his skill.  He was happy to donate his services.  Martin’s intense prayer aided his ministry to sick persons.  

Prayer: Dear St. Martin, threatened by cancers, viruses, and other ailments, we seek your assistance.  As a healer, you know that the best medicine is always trust in the Father’s mercy. We ask you then to pray for our sick relatives and friends, especially (you may mention the names of people who are ailing).  Please call upon the Holy Spirit to guide doctors, to enlighten researchers, and to aid all healthcare workers.  May the same Spirit provide us the courage to bear with suffering in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

Recite one Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.
Conclude with the Litany of St. Martin.
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Fourth Day: St. Martin’s Care for All Creation
Being an herbalist, St. Martin appreciated the special qualities of different plants.  He possessed the same kind of understanding for animals.  In one famous story he had a dog and a cat eating simultaneously from the same bowl of soup.  This itself is a considerable accomplishment.  Then Martin spotted a mouse sticking his head out of a hole in the kitchen wall.  Martin beckoned the rodent, “Don’t be afraid, little one.  If you’re hungry, come and eat with the others.”  The mouse scampered to the bowl with the dog and the cat.  All ate together in peace.  There are so many such stories of Martin’s kindness to animals that one wonders how many are accurate.  But it is certain that Martin loved all creation. He evidently believed that since God created everything leading up to humans, then we at creation’s pinnacle have responsibility for the care of lesser creatures. 

Prayer: St. Martin de Porres, to you we lift up our hearts in both concern and confidence.  Mindful of your unbounded care for creation, we ask you to pray that the natural world may again prosper.  Implore the Father to bless the wilderness that it may continue to foster awe and wonder. Ask Jesus, the Son, to move us to make sacrifices that will avert natural catastrophes. Petition the Spirit to inspire all humans to cooperate in the renewal of the earth. Pray also, St. Martin, that unborn babies may be protected and that poor people may prosper. Amen.

Recite one Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.
Conclude with the Litany of St. Martin.
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Fifth Day: St. Martin’s Devotion to the Crucified Christ 
When St. Martin was eight or nine years old, his father arranged that he live with his mother in Lima in the house of Doña Isabel García Michel.  Martin used to ask his patroness for stubs of candles, which she gave.  One night Doña Isabel investigated what he did with the candles.  Through a keyhole of the door to his room she saw Martin praying before a crucifix on his knees.  Martin’s devotion to the crucified Christ remained all his life.  He thought of Christ on the cross as the image of God in solidarity with humanity.  Through his cross and resurrection, Christ has brought hope to a suffering world.
 
Prayer: Most humble St. Martin, your burning charity embraced all, especially the sick, the afflicted, and those in need.  We turn to you in our present difficulties seeking intercession.  Please ask God on our behalf for this special request (mention a special need).
By imitating your submission to God’s will, may we have peace in our hearts.  You served others without seeking anything for yourself except closeness to our crucified Lord.  May we too find intimacy with Jesus through care for others. Amen.

Recite one Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.
Conclude with the Litany of St. Martin.
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Sixth Day: St. Martin’s Family 
St. Martin’s father, Don Juan de Porres, served in the Spanish military.  He met the saint’s mother, Ana Velasquez, a freed African slave, in Panama. The couple had two children together – both born in Lima -- but never married.  In his early years Martin helped his mother support the household by delivering clothes that she had washed.  Don Juan looked after his son’s education and training as a barber-surgeon.  Martin also had a close relationship with his sister Juana.  He sometimes brought sick people, whom he found in the street, to her home.  There he would care for them, no doubt with her assistance. 

Prayer: St Martin, it must have been hard for you to live in a one-parent household.  You likely felt not only a lack of stability but also the scourge of poverty.  Yet, nourished by God’s love, you grew up to be a caregiver of legendary dimensions.  Please ask God to send such grace to us.  We need to let go of bitterness for those who have hurt us.  At the same time, we want to reach out in support of our families. Pray especially for this special intention (name the intention). Beseech the Lord also on behalf of the many children today who live in households with one or no parents.  May God provide them the hope and wisdom to overcome their many challenges.  Amen. 
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Recite one Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.
Conclude with the Litany of St. Martin.

                                 
Seventh Day: St. Martin, Reconciler of Races 
In his homily at the canonization of St. Martin, St. John XXIII spoke of his love for all people.  The pope said, “(Martin) loved men and women because he honestly looked on them as God’s children and as his own brothers and sisters.”  Not everyone did in St. Martin’s time as evidenced by the laws banning blacks and indigenous from priesthood and full membership in religious congregations.  St. Martin awakened Lima every day by tolling the great bell of Most Holy Rosary Priory.  In his time and more since then, Martin has rung the bell of justice.  As a mulatto – half-black and half-white -- he has alerted the Catholic Church to defend the rights of minorities in their struggle to live with dignity.

Prayer:
Eternal Father, through the intercession of your servant, St. Martin de Porres, we ask You to expel prejudice from our hearts.  As Martin felt the scourge of racism, remove thoughts of our racial or ethnic superiority.  As he cared for the poor and the sick, make us responsive to the pleas of minorities for equal treatment. And as he achieved harmony within creation, empower us to form strong families, caring communities, and a peaceful world. Amen.

Recite one Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.
Conclude with the Litany of St. Martin.
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Eighth Day: St. Martin’s Spirit of Penance
In union with Christ’s suffering for the redemption of sinners, St. Martin did many penances.  As Jesus had “no place to lay his head,” Martin slept on a cowskin with a torn pillow.  As Jesus spent forty days in the desert without food, Martin fasted every day, always abstaining from meat and taking only bread and water during Lent.  Most excruciating of all, as Jesus suffered scourging and crucifixion, Martin whipped himself three times every night. Yet he always seemed happy to those who surrounded him. For most people such sacrifices would indicate self-loathing, but for a saint like Martin it signifies love for God.

Prayer: St. Martin, in the company of the Holy Trinity, pray for us that we may obtain your spirit of penance.  Ask the Father for wisdom as we discern how to please Him.  Petition the Son for courage that we might accept life’s setbacks with patience.  Implore the Spirit for the grace to respond with care to those whom we find trying.  May we imitate your joyfulness in suffering for the glory of our God. Amen.

Recite one Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.
Conclude with the Litany of St. Martin.
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Ninth Day: St. Martin’s Miracles
St. Martin performed numerous miracles both before and after his death.  He was by training a natural healer.  Yet his cures often went beyond what was naturally expected.  Once a priest, Fr. Thomas of the Rosary, died. His Dominican brothers were gathering to begin prayers for the dead when Martin arrived at the deceased’s cell. Martin closed the door and prayed before the cell’s crucifix.  Martin then whispered into the dead man’s ear: “Brother Thomas!”  The priest quivered, sighed, and awoke from the sleep of death.  Attestations of St. Martin’s assistance in healing and for other needs continue to appear.  We should not hesitate to ask his intercession.  In his day the saint was frequently called “Martin of Charity.”  He will extend this charity to us by praying on our behalf.

Prayer: Dear St. Martin, we seek your help with our needs.  Close to God, please help me (mention your special intention).  May we always imitate your trust in the Lord so that we never stop praying.  We look forward to meeting you in Paradise and sharing your joy forever. Amen.

Recite one Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.
Conclude with the Litany of St. Martin.

LITANY OF ST. MARTIN DE PORRES
Lord, have mercy on us! Lord, have mercy on us!
Lord, have mercy on us! Christ, hear us!
God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us!
God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us!
God, the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us!
Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy on us.
Holy Mary, Queen of the most Holy Rosary, pray for us.
St. Martin, ever in the presence of God, pray for us.
St. Martin, faithful servant of Christ, pray for us.
St. Martin, lover of the Holy Eucharist, pray for us.
St. Martin, devoted to our blessed Mother, pray for us.
St. Martin, honored son of St. Dominic, pray for us.
St. Martin, lover of the Most Holy Rosary, pray for us.
St. Martin, apostle of mercy, pray for us.
St. Martin, example of charity, pray for us.
St. Martin, seeking the conversion of sinners, pray for us.
St. Martin, protector of the tempted and repentant, pray for us.
St. Martin, helper of souls in doubt and darkness, pray for us.
St. Martin, compassionate to the sorrowful and afflicted, pray for us.
St. Martin, consoler of the discouraged and unfortunate, pray for us.
St. Martin, peacemaker in all discords, pray for us.
St. Martin, touched by all suffering, pray for us.
St. Martin, comforter of the sick and dying, pray for us.
St. Martin, angel to hospitals and prisons, pray for us.
St. Martin, worker of miraculous cures, pray for us.
St. Martin, guardian of homeless children, pray for us.
St. Martin, humbly hiding God-given powers, pray for us.
St. Martin, devoted to evangelical poverty, pray for us.
St. Martin, model of obedience, pray for us.
St. Martin, lover of heroic penance, pray for us.
St. Martin, strong in self-denial, pray for us.
St. Martin, gifted with prophecy, pray for us.
St. Martin, symbol of interracial reconciliation, pray for us.
St. Martin, patron of social justice, pray for us.
St. Martin, friend of animals, pray for us.
St. Martin, champion of the hungry, pray for us.
St. Martin, patron of barbers and surgeons, pray for us.
St. Martin, caretaker of God’s creation, pray for us.
St. Martin, natural healer and supernatural caregiver, pray for us.
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world, spare us, O Lord!
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world, graciously hear us, O Lord!
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world, Have mercy on us!
Pray for us, St. Martin that we may be worthy of the promises of Christ.

PRAYER
O God, who exults the humble, You raised Martin de Porres to a high place in heaven.  Grant that through his merits and by his intercession, we may practice his way of charity.  In serving You and our neighbors may we as well be found worthy of eternal life. Amen.

Seasonal Intentions
1. Winter Novena: January - March (for sick persons)
1. Lent-Easter Novena: March - May (for all creation)
1. Summer Novena: June - August (for racial justice)
1. Feast Day Novena: September – November (for poor people)
1. Advent-Christmas Novena: November -- January (for life 
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