
(Letter from Fr. Rodak appears in red) 
 
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 To say the least, we are in troubled times and we must at this intersection of our 
lives turn to God in sincere prayer and seek the intercession of the Saints and the 
Blessed Mother to get us through this period of our lives. 
 Above all, we must establish this bond with the merciful God, and with one 
another.  This is the time that we put aside allegiances, partisanship, and selfishness.  
Rather it is time to help one another as one family of God living in our nation. 
 Today, March 16th, I am summarizing the latest information that has come from 
Bishop Serratelli and his Coronavirus Mandate, and the laws, and guidance regarding 
the virus from the State of New Jersey. 

 
Coronavirus Information-Diocese of Paterson 

 HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES FOR PASTORAL LIFE 
IN THE DIOCESE OF PATERSON 

 
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY 

By Mandate of the Bishop 

As the cases of coronavirus increase exponentially, it is a moral imperative for all people to do what 
is humanly possible to prevent the spread of the illness. Large gatherings of people have rapidly 
become a grave health risk. Therefore, I am making the following provisions for the Diocese of 
Paterson, effective immediately. 

 

Suspension of Public Masses  

All public Masses are hereby suspended in the Diocese of Paterson until further notice. Since the 
Eucharist is the source and summit of the Christian life, all priests of the Diocese of Paterson must 
celebrate Mass privately for the good of all of the Christian faithful entrusted to their care and for all 
people during this critical time. Priests are reminded of the obligation to offer Mass for the intentions 
of those who have made an offering for the Mass. 

Starting this weekend, the faithful will be able to attend Mass through a YouTube video link. This link 
will be established by Wednesday and thus can be viewed this weekend. 
              
We take to heart the admonition of Saint Paul: "Rejoice in hope, endure in afflictions, persevere in 
prayer."  (Romans 12:12). This would be a time to encourage families to pray the Rosary at home, 
and to make the grace before meals a time for fathers and mothers, and all families, to center their 
homes on prayer and reliance upon God’s mercy. 

 



Suspension of Welcome Home to Healing Confessions, Lenten Penance 
Services 

The Welcome Home to Healing initiative of Monday night confessions is suspended. Any scheduled 
Penance Services or Penitential Liturgies are suspended. Any gatherings of the faithful for private 
devotions such as the Stations of the Cross are also suspended.  

Our parish will be open 9AM-1PM each day except Saturday, for private prayer. 

 

Adoration and Private Prayer 

 Parishes are encouraged to expose the Blessed Sacrament each day so that the faithful may come 
and pray and unite themselves in spiritual communion with the Lord.  

We would like to expose the Blessed Sacrament each morning from 9AM – 12 Noon, however in 
accord with the guidelines of Eucharistic Adoration there needs to be at least two people present for 
Adoration to take effect.  We ask that you please contact the office to offer a time.  Once we have 
sufficient people willing to be present for Adoration we will place information on the website. 

 

Sacrament of Penance and Sacrament of Anointing 

Priests should administer the Sacrament of Penance or the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick to 
the Christian faithful who legitimately request those sacraments. 

 

Suspension of the Sacrament of Confirmation 

The celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation is hereby suspended in the Diocese of Paterson. 
Confirmation retreats should be deferred. As developments continue to unfold, we will assess the 
situation. When it is prudent, we will make the necessary arrangements for the celebration of the 
Sacrament. 

Our Confirmation takes place on May 22nd. God willing this current crisis will be over. 

 

First Penance and First Holy Communion 

Since the celebrations of First Penance and First Holy Communion bring together large groups of 
people, both celebrations are to be deferred in all parishes until further notice. 

 

 



 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 

                The celebration of baptisms, weddings and funerals is left to the discretion of the local 

pastor. The pastor must take into account the ongoing guidance from civil authorities regarding the 

acceptable size of crowds in public spaces.  

 
Holy Week and the Sacred Triduum 

 

Any decision in terms of Holy Week, the Chrism Mass, the Sacred Triduum, and Easter will be made 
as we monitor the situation. Parishes will be advised in due time. 

 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and all necessary steps you take in order to minimize the spread of 
the coronavirus.  We pray for the healing gifts of the Holy Spirit to descend upon all people during 
this critical period. In this time of trial, we depend on the mercy and goodness of God to protect us. 

 
 

Therefore, I urge all to join in fervent prayer, especially by praying the rosary. Through the 
intercession of our Blessed Mother, may the Lord, in his mercy, deliver us from this present danger. 

 All to the contrary notwithstanding. 
 Given at the Chancery of the Diocese of Paterson, this 16th day of March, 2020.  

 

Most Reverend Arthur J. Serratelli, S.T.D., S.S.L., D.D. 

Bishop of Paterson 

 

As your Pastor, I have summarized the following as it pertains to the parish: 

1. All Masses are cancelled until further notice. However, we will have a Mass that I will 

celebrate that you will be able to view on YouTube this weekend, and the web link that will 

connect you to the Mass at the appropriate time.  I ask all parishioners to view the Mass and 

offer a Spiritual Communion. 



2. The scheduled Sacrament of Reconciliation that was offered on Monday nights through the 

Welcome Home to Healing, 7 – 8:30 PM and the Saturday’s 4:15 – 4:30PM are cancelled.  

We have also cancelled the Tuesday, March 31st Penance Service as per Diocesan order. 

3. Soup Supper and Reflections on Scripture for Wednesday evenings are cancelled. 

4. Stations of the Cross at 7PM is cancelled on Friday evenings. However, we will have Way of 

the Cross reflection books that you can use when the Church is open. 

5. The parish office will be open Monday through Thursday 9 AM-1PM. 

6. The Parish Center with access to the Church will be open Monday through Friday 9AM – 

1PM and Sunday 8AM- 12 Noon. 

7. St. Jude Senior meetings and activities are cancelled for March and April. 

8. Knights of Columbus will meet for 1 hour 6:30 – 7:30PM the 1st and 3rd Wednesday. 

9. The Knights of Columbus Pasta Night is postponed until further notice. 

10. The April 7th Rosary Society meeting is cancelled. 

11. The Youth Ministry Family Night is on for Saturday, March 21st. 

12. The Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for March 28th is cancelled. 

13. The Volunteer Luncheon on March 22nd is cancelled. 

14. All CCD classes are cancelled until further notice.  Please refer to the special letter from the 

Director of Religious Education that will be sent to parents by Wednesday, March 18th. 

15. Brownies will meet at 6:30PM on Wednesday at normal time. 

16. All AA meetings and outside groups are cancelled from using the facility until further notice. 

INFORMATION TO KNOW AND USE 

1. The most at risk for Covid-19 (coronavirus) remain those people who are 

•Over 60 years of age 

•With underlying health conditions including heart disease, lung disease, or diabetes. 

•With a weakened immune system 

•Those who are pregnant 

According to the N.J. Department of Health, children have not been shown to be in the High Risk group 

for serious illness. 



2. Please do not overflood the hospital.  If you experience  difficulty breathing, significant cough, 

and or a fever, or if you have been exposed to the virus in an area that has reported cases, 

you should self-quarantine for 14 days in your home, and contact your health care provider. 

3. Use soap and water as a 1st choice of cleaning when washing oneself.  The use of sanitzers 

are helpful. 

4. As of the weekend there have been no cases of Covid-19 in Sussex County.  However, there 

has been a number of cases throughout New Jersey and New York including but not limited 

to the counties of Orange, Manchester, Rockland, Westchester, Bergen and Essex. 

During this difficult and challenging time, may we pray for each other, support each other and 

pray for our parish. 

We will continue to be a source as best we can to disseminate information that we receive to 

all of you, so please check the website frequently. We will establish a Breaking News section on 

the web if something needs to be communicated. 

This is a time as I mentioned Sunday at all Masses, to take a drive, catch up on rest and sleep, 

spend time as a family together and know one another again.  Read the Bible, meditate with the 

Scripture and books that are available in Church, and lastly know of my prayers for you and your 

loved ones. 

May we together see a quick end to this crisis and please be assured of my prayers. 

       God bless you always,  

        Fr. Michael Rodak 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of Pope Francis for Protection and Help 
 
O Mary, 
you always shine on our path 
as a sign of salvation and of hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your 
faith firm. 
You…know what we need, 
and we are sure you will provide 
so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 
we may return to joy and to feasting 
after this time of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 
who has taken upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to 
the joy of the resurrection. Amen. 
 
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of those of 
us who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 
 
 


