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THE MONTH OF 
NOVEMBER 

is dedicated to  

The Souls in 

Purgatory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

THE SOULS IN 
PURGATORY 

 

OUR MONTHLY THEME FOR THE MONTH OF 
NOVEMBER IS DEDICATED THE SOULS IN 

PURGATORY 

The feasts on the General Roman Calendar celebrated during 
the month of November are: 
 
 
This information on the special feast days were obtained from Catholic 
Culture.org. 
 
1. All Saints, Solemnity 
2. Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, Feast 
3. Martin de Porres, Opt. Mem. 
4. Charles Borromeo, Memorial 
8. Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday 
9. Lateran Basilica, Feast 
10. Leo the Great, Memorial 
11. Martin of Tours; Veterans Day (USA), Memorial 
12. Josaphat, Memorial 
13. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Memorial 
15. Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday 
16. Margaret of Scotland; Gertrude, Opt. Mem. 
17. Elizabeth of Hungary, Memorial 
18. Churches of Peter and Paul; Rose Philippine Duchesne 
(USA), Opt. Mem. 
21. Presentation of Mary, Memorial 
22. Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe , Solemnity 
23. Clement I; Columban; Bl. Miguel Agustín Pro (USA), Opt. Mem. 
24. Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions, Memorial 
25. Catherine of Alexandria, Opt. Mem. 
29. First Sunday of Advent, Sunday 
30. Andrew, Feast 

In this Issue:  

• The Month of November – Souls in Purgatory 

• All Saints’ Day 

• All Souls’ Day 

• Special Prayers and Devotions 

• Schedules and More 

• Team Captains 

"The Eucharist, in the Mass and outside of the Mass, is the Body and 

Blood of Jesus Christ, and is therefore deserving of the worship that 

is given to the living God, and to Him alone" (St Pope John Paul II, 

Opening address in Ireland, Phoenix Park, September 29, 1979). 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-01
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-02
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-03
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-04
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-08
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-09
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-10
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-11
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-12
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-13
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-15
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-16
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-17
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-18
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-18
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-21
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-22
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-23
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-24
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-25
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-29
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2020-11-30
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THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER – THE SOULS IN PURGATORY 

 
 

HISTORY OF PURGATORY 

While use of the word "purgatory" (in Latin purgatorium) as a noun 

appeared perhaps only between 1160 and 1180, giving rise to the idea of 

purgatory as a place. (what Jacques Le Goff called the "birth" of purgatory), 

the Roman Catholic tradition of purgatory as a transitional condition has a 

history that dates back, even before Jesus, to the worldwide practice of 

caring for the dead and praying for them, and to the belief, found also in 

Judaism, from which Christianity grew, that prayer for the dead contributed 

to their afterlife purification. The same practice appears in other traditions, 

such as the medieval Chinese Buddhist practice of making offerings on 

behalf of the dead, who are said to suffer numerous trials. Roman Catholic 

belief in purgatory is based, among other reasons, on the previous Jewish 

practice of prayer for the dead, a practice that presupposes that the dead 

are thereby assisted between death and their entry into their final abode. 

 
The English Roman Catholic scholar Cardinal John Henry Newman argued 

that the essence of the doctrine is locatable in ancient tradition, and that 

the core consistency of such beliefs is evidence that Christianity was 

"originally given to us from heaven.” Roman Catholics consider the 
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teaching on purgatory to be part of the faith derived from the revelation of 

Jesus Christ that was preached by the apostles. Theologians and other 

Christians then developed the doctrine regarding purgatory over the 

centuries, leading to the definition of the formal doctrine of the Roman 

Catholic Church on the matter (as distinct from the legendary descriptions) 

at the Second Council of Lyon (1274), the Council of Florence (1438–

1445), and the Council of Trent (1545–63). 

 

The existence of Purgatory is so certain that no Catholic has ever 

entertained a doubt of it. It was taught from the earliest days of the Church 

and was accepted with undoubting faith wherever the Gospel was 

preached. The doctrine is revealed in Holy Scripture and has been handed 

down by Tradition, taught by the infallible Church and believed by the 

millions and millions of faithful of all times. 

  

Yet, as we have remarked, the ideas of many are vague and superficial on 

this most important subject They are like a person who closes his eyes and 

walks deliberately over the edge of a yawning precipice. They would do 

well to remember that the best means of lessening our term in Purgatory -- 

or of avoiding it altogether -- is to have clear ideas of it, to think well on it 

and to adopt the means God offers for avoiding it. Not to think of it is fatal. 

It is nothing else than preparing for themselves a fearfully long and rigorous 

Purgatory. 
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ALL SAINTS’ DAY 

All Saints' Day is a solemn 

holy day of the Catholic 

Church celebrated annually 

on November 1. The day is 

dedicated to the saints of 

the Church, that is, all those 

who have attained heaven. 

It should not be confused 

with All Souls' Day, which is observed on November 2, and is dedicated to 

those who have died and not yet reached heaven.  

 

Although millions, or even billions of people may already be saints, All 

Saints' Day observances tend to focus on known saints --that is those 

recognized in the canon of the saints by the Catholic Church. All Saints' 

Day is also commemorated by members of the Eastern Orthodox Church 

as well as some protestant churches, such as Lutheran and Anglican 

churches. Generally, All Saints' Day is a Catholic Holy Day of Obligation, 

meaning all Catholics are required to attend Mass on that day, unless they 

have an excellent excuse, such as serious illness. Other countries have 

different rules according to their national bishop's conferences. The 

bishops of each conference have the authority to amend the rules 

surrounding the obligation of the day. 

All Saints' Day was formally started by Pope Boniface IV, who consecrated 

the Pantheon at Rome to the Virgin Mary and all the Martyrs on May 13 in 

609 AD. Boniface IV also established All Souls' Day, which follows All 

Saints. 
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All Saints' Day (in the Roman Catholic Church officially the Solemnity of All 

Saints and also called All Hallows or Hallowmas, often shortened to All 

Saints, is a solemnity celebrated on 1 November by parts of Western 

Christianity, and on the first Sunday after Pentecost in Eastern Christianity, 

in honor of all the saints, known and unknown. 

In Western Christian theology, the day commemorates all those who have 

attained the beatific vision in Heaven. It is a national holiday in many 

historically Catholic countries. In the Roman Catholic Church, the next day, 

All Souls' Day, specifically commemorates the departed faithful who have 

not yet been purified and reached heaven. Catholics celebrate All Saints' 

Day and All Souls' Day in the fundamental belief that there is a prayerful 

spiritual communion between those in the state of grace who have died and 

are either being purified in purgatory or are in heaven (the 'church penitent' 

and the 'church triumphant', respectively), and the 'church militant' who are 

the living. Other Christian traditions define, remember and respond to the 

saints in different ways. 

ALL SOUL’S DAY 

The official name of the 

celebration in the Roman 

Rite liturgy of the Roman 

Catholic Church is "The 

Commemoration of All the 

Faithful Departed.” 

Another popular name in 

English is Feast of All Souls. 

In some other languages the celebration, not necessarily on the same date, 

is known as Day of the Dead (Dia de los Muertos or de los Difuntos in 
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Spanish-speaking countries; halottak napja in Hungary; Yom el Maouta in 

Lebanon, Israel and Syria). 

The Western celebration of All Souls' Day is on 2 November and follows All 

Saints' Day, which commemorates the departed who have attained the 

beatific vision. If 2 November falls on a Sunday, the Mass is of All Souls, 

but the Office is that of the Sunday. However, Morning and Evening Prayer 

(Lauds and Vespers) for the Dead, in which the people participate, may be 

said. In pre-1969 calendars, which some still follow, and in the Anglican 

Communion, All Souls Day is instead transferred, whenever 2 November 

falls on a Sunday, to the next day, 3 November, as in 2008. 
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SPECIAL PRAYERS AND DEVOTIONS 

INVOCATION FOR THE HOLY SOULS  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord; and let perpetual light shine upon 

them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 

 

FOR THE HOLY SOULS IN PURGATORY 

My Jesus, by the sorrows Thou didst suffer in Thine agony in the Garden, 

in Thy scourging and crowning with thorns, in the way to Calvary, in Thy 

crucifixion and death, have mercy on the souls in purgatory, and especially 

on those that are most forsaken; do Thou deliver them from the dire 

torments they endure; call them and admit them to Thy most sweet 

embrace in paradise. Plus: Our Father, Hail Mary, Eternal Rest… 

A PRAYER FOR DECEASED PARENTS 

O God, Who hast commanded us to honor our father and our mother, in 

Thy mercy have pity on the souls of my father and mother, and forgive 

them their trespasses, and make me to see them again in the joy of 

everlasting brightness. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen 

A PRAYER FOR THE SOULS IN PURGATORY 

O most gentle Heart of Jesus, ever present in the Blessed Sacrament, ever 

consumed with burning love for the poor captive souls in Purgatory, have 

mercy on the souls of Thy departed servants. Be not severe in Thy 

judgments, but let some drops of Thy Precious Blood fall upon the 

devouring flames. And do Thou, O Merciful Saviour, send Thy holy angels 

to conduct them to a place of refreshment, light and peace. Amen 
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ANOTHER PRAYER FOR THE POOR SOULS 

O Lord, Who art ever merciful and bounteous with Thy gifts, look down 

upon the suffering souls in purgatory. Remember not their offenses and 

negligences, but be mindful of Thy loving mercy, which is from all eternity. 

Cleanse them of their sins and fulfill their ardent desires that they may be 

made worthy to behold Thee face to face in Thy glory. May they soon be 

united with Thee and hear those blessed words which will call them to their 

heavenly home: "Come, blessed of My Father, take possession of the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world." Amen 

 

(The faithful who recite prayers or perform other devout exercises in 

supplication for the faithful departed during the month of November, may 

gain: an indulgence of 3 years once on each day of the month: a plenary 

indulgence on the usual conditions, if they perform these devotions daily for 

the entire month.) 

 
THE DE PROFUNDIS 

Out of the depths I have cried to Thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice. Let 

Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. If thou, O Lord, wilt 

mark iniquities: Lord, who shall abide it. For with Thee there is merciful 

forgiveness: and because of Thy law, I have waited for Thee, O Lord. My 

soul hath waited on His word: my soul hath hoped in the Lord. From the 

morning watch even until night, let Israel hope in the Lord. For with the Lord 

there is mercy: and with Him plenteous redemption. And He shall redeem 

Israel from all his iniquities. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen. 
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SCHEDULES AND MORE 

Eucharistic Adoration has started again Monday through Friday  

from 9 AM through 11:45 AM. 

First and Second Fridays Nocturnal from 7 PM Friday Nights to 7:45 AM Saturday  

All individuals are encouraged to practice “Social Distancing” 

TEAM CAPTAINS 

St. Joseph's Catholic Church: Eucharistic Adoration 

Day/Evening Captains 
 

Day Name Phone No. Email 

Monday – day (9am – 6pm) Bernadette & John Hashtak 904-268-2686 jbhashtak@bellsouth.net 

Monday – night (6pm – 10pm) David Britt, Linda Salvatore 904-268-9978 
904-524-9329 

Dwbritt@comcast.net 
linda@salvatorefamily.com 

Tuesdays -- day (9am-6pm) 
 

 
Tuesday – night (6-10pm) 

Susana Suarez  
Lisa Pohlgeers 

 
Matt Reese 

904-629-2693 
904-994-8226 

 
904-333-8018 

susanassuarez@gmail.com 
lpohlgeers@aol.com 

 
Reeseroof@aol.com 

Wednesday – day (9am-6pm)  
 
Wednesday – night (6 – 10pm) 

Susan Rezsonya  
 
Open 

904-268-7741 
 

 

Srezsonya@bellsouth.net 
 

 

Thursday -- day (9am-6pm) 
 

Thursday –night (6-10pm) 

Open 
 
Matt Reese 

 
 

904-333-8018 

 
 

Reeseroof@aol.com 

Friday – day (9am-6pm)  
 
 
Friday -- night (6-10pm) 

Janet LaFrance 

 
 
Angela Fisher (6-10pm) 
1/2019 

904-880-1422 
904-910-5739 

 
904-600-6369 

jjlafrance@comcast.net 
 
 

angelafisher365@gmail.com 

First Friday/Saturday 
Second Friday/Saturday 
Second Thursday/Friday & 
Subs 

Open   

 
This section of the Newsletter is dedicated to questions we receive from Adorers and our answers.  
If you have a question specifically related to Eucharistic Adoration at St. Joseph’s, our schedule or our current procedures, 
please do not hesitate to pose those questions. You may send your questions to drrodcruz@yahoo.com. 
We will do everything we can to provide you an answer, and we will post the Q & A in this section the following month. 

Thank you, Rod Cruz 

mailto:jbhashtak@bellsouth.net
mailto:Dwbritt@comcast.net
mailto:linda@salvatorefamily.com
mailto:susanassuarez@gmail.com
mailto:lpohlgeers@aol.com
mailto:Reeseroof@aol.com
mailto:Srezsonya@bellsouth.net
mailto:Reeseroof@aol.com
mailto:jjlafrance@comcast.net
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