
To: All parishioners of St Henry Parish     

March-June 2020 Report        

From: Fr. Charles and Parish Staff       

Date: June 5, 2020 

Blessings and prayers to our parishioners and families! Thank you for 

your continued support and guidance during these months when we 

have been challenged by physical distancing and the COVID-19 

restrictions. 

Since we have not been able to meet and share very easily these days, I 

find it necessary to give an extensive report on the many pastoral areas 

that affect our parish spiritually, socially, and financially. Our staff has 

been meeting weekly with ZOOM conferencing while our office has been closed to the public. However, we 

have been in touch with you our beloved parishioners as much as we can. What follows is a comprehensive 

report on key elements of parish life.  

1. We welcome two new members of the administrative council: Cecilia Pelayo and Claudia Lorena 

Marron. We also welcome Dan Troglin to serve as our St. Henry Board Corporate Secretary. 

2. The capital campaign continues to stretch its muscle. Due to city offices being closed and forced to do 

much business off site, building permits have been delayed in many cases. Our contractor, R.A. Gray, is 

delayed in completing three school projects (Forest Grove, Beaverton, and Lake 

Oswego), so we now have a start date of late August to begin our Welcome Center 

construction. There is some good news. We will complete two sub-projects over the 

summer: reroofing the church and office along with installing the sprinkler system in 

the church. Also, we anticipate both signing the agreement with R.A. Gray and 

obtaining the building permit from the city by June 12. The permit is contingent on 

the parish guaranteeing the completion of related city works in Phase One (2021) and 

Phase Three (2023). We are presently arranging for the archdiocesan loan from the Parish Funds Trust. 

This is based on pledges to be received. Our business manager and Fr. Charles will meet with the 

Archdiocesan Trust Board on June 9, on ZOOM video conferencing. 

3. Offertory Report: We are blessed by your generosity during these 

difficult economic times, we are currently down in overall contribution 

to meet our budget for the last year. YTD the needed funds for expenses 

was $829,017, our offertory is presently YTD $723,145, down almost 

13%. 

4. Budget 2019-20 and Budget 2020-2021- The budget is a work in 

progress, being a new business manager here, Claire is learning all the 

aspects of this once a year process. The ministries and staff changes 

throw some wrenches into the mix. This virus situation has caused schedules for volunteers and staff 

to be stopped or changed and working around this has caused things to be pushed out a bit. When 

completed it will be given to the appropriate people for approval.  

5. We have applied for and received the PPP “loan” from the CARES federal funding. This has been a 

welcomed relief to our financial challenges. This covers staff salaries and benefits for 2 ½ months. 



6. Staff activities in the office has been limited. However, the staff works from home and connects with 

their various catechists and those they serve. We meet weekly to discuss how to adjust to the evolving 

demands of COVID-19 guidelines. Staff evaluations will be completed over the next week, and both 

salaries and Action Plans are signed by the staff member and their supervisor. Connie Ostlund is 

retiring and the staff will have a farewell party in gratitude for her friendship and devotion to the 

parish for nearly 18 years. New to our staff in 2020 are: Deacon Larry Loumena and Emma Green-Hoke. 

Deacon Larry will direct care ministry, arrange marriage classes, and oversee the RCIA and adult 

education program. He is also a God-send with respect to technology and our website. Emma is our 

youth minister since January, and will be hired full time in July to assume the additional task of Young 

Adult Ministry. She is a college graduate and an alumna of our parish youth ministry program. Emma 

will marry this October. 

7. Live-streaming Masses: We had no idea how long this virus would impact us. We initially set up a 

temporary “Mass studio” in the parish conference room. All Masses were live streamed, both in English 

and Spanish. We tried the main church but the sound and echo were not workable there. Now we have 

moved to the Fireside Room as our studio, and the sound has been adjusted well. Also, we can now 

admit an assembly under 25 people (who sign up) under the State requirements. Our Mass schedule is 

as follows:              

English: Monday through Saturday at 8 am. Weekend Masses are Saturday vigil at 5pm and Sunday at 

11 am. 

Spanish: Monday through Friday at 7 pm. Sunday Masses are 8:30 am and 1:30 pm 

8. Celebration of Sacraments: The staff is arranging for the delayed celebrations of First Communion, 

Confirmation, and RCIA reception during the summer. Due to accommodation for English and Spanish, 

there are six groups in all. Attendance is limited to 25, so there will be 

two or three persons to celebrate with their families at any Mass. 

Admittedly, the logistics for arranging these celebrations falls to Sara 

(first communions), Emma (confirmations), Deacon Larry (English RCIA) 

and Fr. Julio (Spanish RCIA). The archbishop has given delegation to 

both Fr. Julio and the pastor to preside at all confirmations. Once these 

dates are set, we can have our parishioners sign up to attend Mass in the Fireside room on a limited 

and equitable basis. Sign ups will be handled by Terri in the office by phone call. She will take calls 

beginning June 8, 10, and 11 from 11 am until 2 pm.  

She will have a large board to list names and phone numbers for all the open dates. All Masses would 

continue to be live streamed. 

9. Arranging for weddings, funerals, baptisms, quinceaneras, etc.: We are hoping that the Governor will 

give an update to churches concerning the number allowed in an assembly. Some dioceses are now 

operating on a % capacity of the church. If this is allowed in Oregon, given the continuing safety 

guidelines, we could move back to our main church for a 150-200 capacity. Then we would no longer 

need to live stream Masses. There are a number of funeral liturgies for cremains that are on hold until 

the allowed capacity is increased from 25. Some weddings are postponed unless the limit of 25 is not a 

consideration for the couple. The same holds true for quinceaneras. Baptisms we will be able to 

celebrate in the Fireside Room. 



10. Future for returning to the main church for services: There is a possibility that our safety guidelines will 

be updated to % capacity of our church. In this case we will return all Masses to the main church until 

construction begins. Then we will return to weekday Masses in the Fireside Room and weekend 

Masses in the Church. That is the request of R.A. Gray for safety reasons. 

11. Parish outreach to struggling families: StVdP, day shelter, Zaraphath, Pacific Coast boxes. Our parish 

continues to be very generous in outreaching to those in need, especially those who are affected by 

unemployment and financial need. A big shout out especially to our St 

Vincent de Paul Chapter. They, in turn, are so grateful for the outpouring of 

support from the parishioners. The day shelter continues to operate on 

Thursday on a limited basis. We are keeping our buildings closed, and sack 

lunches are prepared for the homeless. Zaraphath is opened on certain 

days for sack lunches. For six weeks, Deacon Larry is organizing the 

distribution of 300-400 food boxes on Friday mornings, compliments of 

Pacific Coast Foods. This continues until the end of June. 

12. Status of summer picnic and Vacation Bible School. In March we were planning on construction during 

the summer of 2020. As it stands, due to the assembly restraints, our late June VBS is canceled. We had 

originally reserved the Main Street Park for our parish picnic on August 9, off site due to the 

construction. That picnic is tentative given the nature of the assembly. A decision will be made in a few 

weeks whether to cancel this as well. 

13. Status of our rental facilities: at this time all rentals have been postponed and deposits have been 

returned. 

14. Perhaps we can schedule an end of summer meetings for both the administration and pastoral council. 

It all depends on the COVID-19 mitigation. Meanwhile we communicate electronically. 

Opportunity/Ministry weekend may also be a challenge in early September. 

 

I apologize for the length of this report. Please make any comments or recommendations. Maybe there 

are some items not addressed in this report? Let me know. God bless you and your families. My daily 

mantra remains: “Stay healthy, optimistic and joyful in the Lord Jesus Christ!” There will be a “new 

normal” one day. 

 

Fr. Charles, Fr. Julio, Deacon Larry, Claire, Sara, Terri, Jeanne, Emma, Ed, Barbara, and Veronikka. 

 

 


