
 

On May 15, 2015, Pope Francis announced an 

extraordinary jubilee, a Holy Year of            

Mercy from December 8, 2015, the Solemnity of 

the Immaculate Conception until November 20, 

2016, the Sunday dedicated to Christ the King.  

Pope Francis invites us to think about mercy 

anew as the "act by 

which God comes to 

meet us" but also   

mercy as the "fundamental law that 

dwells in the heart of every person who 

looks sincerely into the eyes of his 

brothers and sisters on the path of life". 

He invites us to live by this mercy in our 

parishes and lives, to forgive others as 

well as to seek reconciliation. He challenges us to understand   

mercy and justice as "two dimensions of the same reality" on the 

way of conversion of the sinner towards love.  

Source: http://www.archgh.org/yearofmercy/ 

The Divine Mercy Message and Devotion 
 
The message of The Divine Mercy is    
simple. It is that God loves us – all of us. 
And, he wants us to recognize that His 
mercy is greater than our sins, so that 
we will call upon Him with trust, receive 
His mercy, and let it flow through us to     
others. Thus, all will come to share His 
joy. 
 

This message and devotion to Jesus as The Divine Mercy is 
based on the writings of Saint Faustina Kowalska, an      
uneducated Polish nun who, in obedience to her spiritual 
director, wrote a diary of about 600 pages recording the 
revelations she received about God's mercy. Even before 
her death in 1938, the devotion to The Divine Mercy had 
begun to spread.  
 

Come and Pray the Chaplet with SES Divine Mercy Group 
 Tuesdays at 3:00 pm in the Church 
 Wednesdays 6:15pm in the Church 

 

How to Recite the Chaplet 
 

The Chaplet of Mercy is recited using ordinary rosary 
beads of five decades. The Chaplet is preceded by two 
opening prayers from the Diary of Saint Faustina and     
followed by a closing prayer. 
 

On the Ten Small Beads of Each Decade: 
 

 For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us 
and on the whole world. 
 

Repeat for the remaining decades: 
 

 Saying the "Eternal Father" (6) on the "Our Father" 
bead  and then 10 "For the sake of His sorrowful         
Passion" (7) on  the following "Hail Mary" beads. 
 

For the full instructions for praying the Chaplet: http://
www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/praythechaplet.php 

Fr. Ryszard Kulma Reflecting on the city of Jerusalem.  He 
went on a spiritual journey through the Holy Land with 
other priests from the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston.  

Fr. Kulma prayed for the St. 
Edith Stein community as 
he visited the many holy 
sites of Jesus' life.  His   
spiritual graces from this 
time in the Holy Land will 
spill over to the spiritual 
benefit of the community.   



1. Remember the formula. For Lent, the Church gives us almost a 
slogan—Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving—as the three things we 
need to work on during the season.  

2. It’s a time of prayer. As we pray, we go on a journey, one that 
hopefully brings us closer to Christ and leaves us changed by the 
encounter with Him. 

3. It’s a time to fast.  Lent is the only time many Catholics these 
days actually fast. And maybe that’s why it gets all the attention. 
“What are you giving up for Lent? Hotdogs? Beer? Jelly beans?” 
It’s almost a game for some of us, but fasting is actually a form of 
penance, which helps us turn away from sin and toward Christ.   

4. It’s a time to work on discipline. The 40 days of Lent are also a 
good, set time to work on personal discipline in general. Instead 
of giving something up, it can be doing something positive. “I’m 
going to exercise more. I’m going to pray more. I’m going to be 
nicer to my family, friends and coworkers.”   

5. It’s about dying to yourself. The more serious side of Lenten 
discipline is that it’s about more than self-control – it’s about  
finding aspects of yourself that are less than Christ-like and letting 
them die. The suffering and death of Christ are foremost on our 
minds during Lent, and we join in these mysteries by suffering, 
dying with Christ and being resurrected in a purified form.   

6. Don’t do too much. It’s tempting to make Lent some ambitious 
period of personal reinvention, but it’s best to keep it simple and 
focused.  We spend our entire lives growing closer to God. Don’t 
try to cram it all in one Lent.  

7. Lent reminds us of our weakness. When we fast, we realize 
we’re all just one meal away from hunger.  This can be painful, 
but recognizing how helpless we are makes us seek God’s help 
with renewed urgency and sincerity.  

8. Be patient with yourself. When we’re confronted with our own 
weakness during Lent, the temptation is to get angry and         
frustrated. “What a bad person I am!” But that’s the wrong     
lesson. God is calling us to be patient and to see ourselves as He 
does, with unconditional love.   

9. Reach out in charity. The third part of the Lenten formula is 
almsgiving. It’s about more than throwing a few extra dollars in 
the collection plate; it’s about reaching out to others and helping 
them without question, as a way of sharing the experience of 
God’s unconditional love.   

10. Learn to love like Christ. Giving of ourselves in the midst of our 
suffering and self-denial brings us closer to loving like Christ, who 
suffered and poured Himself out unconditionally on the cross for 
all of us. Lent is a journey through the desert to the foot of the 
cross on Good Friday, as we seek Him out, ask His help, join in His 
suffering, and learn to love like Him. 

Source: http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/journey-to-the-foot-of-the
-cross-10-things-to-remember-for-lent.cfm 
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Inspirational Catholic CDs, DVDs, Books and Booklets 
 
We all have friends or family members who 
have fallen away from the Church, or loved ones 
who are searching for answers about their Faith 
and want to increase their knowledge and     
understanding but don’t know where to begin.  
Now you can reach out to them by offering a 
wonderful learning tool.  Whether in the car or at 
home,  people can deepen their understanding 
of the Catholic Faith.  

In the back of the church, you will see several different CDs, DVDs, 
Books and Booklets in our parish Next Generation Kiosk from           
Lighthouse Catholic Media. These resources present a practical and 
effective program to help Catholics know their faith and keep their 
faith!    
 
To keep the new titles coming, this      
ministry depends on donations given at 
the Kiosk. We ask for a donation of $4.00 
per CD, $2.00 per Booklet, $5 per Book, 
$5 per DVD and $10 per Multi CD sets.  
 
We encourage you to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity for 
yourselves and to share with others, friends and family members, God-
children, college students… 
 
If you have questions or would like to be part of this wonderful ministry 
contact Gaby Hansell at: 
 

gaby.lighthouse@yahoo.com. 

UPCOMING LENTEN TITLES: 
 My Beloved Son: Meditations for Lent  

 Seven Deadly Sins - Seven Lively Virtues  

 Prayer: Gateway to the Spiritual Life 

 The Resurrection of Jesus: Fact or Fiction 

 Seven Last Sayings of Christ 

 The Sacrament of Penance 

 Spanish - Cristo en el Credo y Pasión 

 Spanish - El Poder Sanador de la Confesión 
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The St. Joseph's Altar is a Sicilian tradition dating back 
to the Middle Ages. Sicily is a rocky island with erratic 
weather conditions which brought either droughts or 
torrential rains.  A lengthy famine seized the island and 
the dry, cracked earth yielded no life giving crops. The 
starving farmers had only their deep faith remaining. 
They prayed to St. Joseph, the patron saint of Italy, to 
intercede to God for them.  

Their prayers were answered 
as gentle rains fell to fill dry 
wells and streams and gave 
birth to crops. Since they were           
dependent on the harvest and 
yield of the sea, they offered 
these valuable possessions in 
homage to St. Joseph. An altar 
was constructed and foods that 

were common became elaborately decorated feasts 
for the eye as well as the palate.  

The tradition continued as a labor of love and devotion 
on the feast day of St. Joseph, March 19th. When the 
Sicilians emigrated to the United States over a century 
ago, they brought this custom with them. These altars 
flourished in the New Orleans areas where the         
tradition continues today. 

Full Article: http://icc-msh.org/history-of-st-josephs-altars 

Over the last 10 years, we have seen the Knights of         

Columbus Council 12955 grow and flourish but the place 

and event we see them “really shine” the most is during 

Lenten Fish Fry.  These dedicated men coordinate the  

quantity and quality of the food – the cooks – the servers – 

the supplies and so much more, every week, for 6 weeks!  They do this to make 

sure our parishioners and their family and friends have a great place to come 

spend a Friday night with good food, good fellowship and great worship at the 

Stations of the Cross. 

 

Every year, parishioners and other guests look forward to the great food,   

friendly smiles and warm welcomes from our Knights and all the volunteers 

and parishioners who help make Friday night a big success.   

 

We hope you can come be a “regular” at our 2016 Lenten Fish Fry meals put 

on by our fantastic, dedicated Knights of Columbus Council 12955.  You won’t 

be sorry you did!  

 

Thank you to all our Liturgical Ministers who have made the 
transition to Ministry Scheduler Pro a smooth process.  We 

are excited that it has been received so well and have seen many benefits     
including being able to : 
 

Set personal preferences of Mass times and dates 
Request a substitute for unforeseen circumstances 
Set reminders of when we are serving at Mass 
And many more. 

 

We have also added “Special Services and Masses”, such as Stations of the 
Cross,   Ash Wednesday and Easter Masses to the schedule.  Those services are 
put in as empty positions, allowing you to can sign up on your phone app or     
on-line at:  

https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/l/web-terminal/login/stedithstein 
 

Thank you again for your willingness to serve.  



Parish Offices Will Be Closed March 25th and 28th 


