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A Season of Hopeful Waiting! 
 
Advent is upon us and it calls us to train our hearts in “hopeful waiting.” We do this well when 
we find joy in the coming of the Lord; when preparing for a loved one’s return; when we discover 
patience in the midst of illness. We have many seasons of advent in our lives and our faith helps 
us to live them well. 
 
A communal season of advent has been imposed upon us since last February - the longest 
advent ever: we await a cure, a vaccine, or some type of solution to our virus. How do we live 
this advent well? While it may sound like we are avoiding the subject, we would encourage you 
to celebrate our real Advent with extra vigor this year. Much of what we recommend will be for 
use at home rather than in our church. Maybe God is calling us to make our homes a place of 
prayer, celebration, and faith. 
 
Advent begins November 29th (Vigil Mass on the 28th). We are invited to “Prepare the Way of 
the Lord” by St. John the Baptist and your Pastoral Council offer the following suggestions. 
 
ENCOUNTER CHRIST 

1. Plan a weekly visit to church. Even if coming to Mass is too much yet for your family, 
St. Columbkille is open from 6:30 am to 5:30 pm each day. You can gather around the 
Advent Wreath in church, pray for “hopeful waiting” and pray for others at the same time. 
We will have a family Advent prayer available. 

2.  Plan on Reconciliation. We will be offering Reconciliation during Advent on an 
individual basis four times each week: Thursdays @ 6 pm, Saturdays @ 3:15pm and 
Sundays at 7:15 am and 9:15 am. You can also call the parish office to schedule a time. 

 
EMBRACE DEEPER FAITH:  

3. Check out Formed.org. Through the generosity of two parishioners, we were able to 
obtain access for all of our parishioners to the faith/spiritual resources at the website: 
www.formed.org. It has some great Catholic content. See the enclosed flyer with its 
instructions on how to gain access, and a few offerings to check out for Advent!   

4. A parish member will highlight one available Advent theme each week on Sunday. 
 
EMPOWER CHRISTIAN ACTION:  

5. Follow us on Facebook and Website: Saint Columbkille Dubuque Catholic Church and 
StColumbkille.net. We will have weekly videos and challenges for actions that ask for 
and deepen faith posted throughout the week.  

 
 
 

http://www.formed.org/


6. Be Generous! Our Empowering Christian Action Committee is just getting started and 
will start to get information out about opportunities for putting your faith in action. 
However, Don’t wait for the committee! If you see a need, do it. It does not have to be 
big or organized to make a real difference in the lives of others. AND by empowering 
Christian Action, we initiate a new Encounter with Christ! This graced dynamic of hopeful 
waiting then begins again for you! 

 
How do we celebrate Christmas? 
 
We placed a questionnaire about your plans for Christmas on Facebook and our website. We 
celebrate Mass in both the church and gym. The number of Masses will depend upon how many 
of you indicate attendance and if we have enough willing ministers for two masses at the same 
time. Thank you for letting us know, and offering your help in these ministries. 
 
Financial Stewardship and Support of our Parish 
 
Thank you! We are greatly appreciative of your generous support of our parish. We need it. 
What is more, we recognize that in the next several years, we will need to invest a large sum of 
money into deferred capital improvements. While it is hard for us to imagine, it is estimated that 
we could spend $2.5 million dollars simply fixing up our current buildings. We are unable at this 
time to  give you details about potential projects with this letter. As you can imagine, it includes 
upgrading electrical, plumbing, lighting, HVAC, windows, roofs, brick repair, painting, etc.  
 
We have also been informed that the gifts parishioners give before December 31 have more tax 
benefits for the giver than after. Here is the tough spot: If we were giving, we would want to 
know what the gift is going to be used for. Yet, we know that probably next year, we will try to 
get started on these projects. 
 
We do not know if these address this challenge, but we suggest two possible ways to give.       
1. Would you consider gifts directed to capital improvement needs as they are raised to the 
Pastoral Council and approved by them? 2. We understand that there are financial tools that 
allow you to place charitable gifts in a separate account that has the tax advantages of 
contributions but you still have control over who receives those funds. Would you be willing to 
consider opening an account like this with St. Columbkille in mind? 
 
Our hope is that our projects over the next five years will prepare St. Columbkille for the next 25 
and give our next generation a solid, beautiful place to encounter Christ, embrace deeper faith, 
and empower Christian action. May your Advent hold the beginnings of such gifts for you now! 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 

Fr. Tom        Fr. David 
Fr. Tom McDermott      Fr. David Schatz 


