
Commentary on the Readings for September 18, 2022 

The 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Today the Readings challenge us to pray for those people of affluence and for those with the power to 

exploit the poor and helpless and to be doubly cautious if we are one of those people. Throughout the 

Bible, God warns those who "have" to take care of those who "have not." Unfortunately, God's warnings 

often go unheeded.  

The First Reading is from the Book of the Prophet Amos (8: 4-7). Amos lived in the 8th century BC during 

the early part of the down-hill slide of the Jewish Monarchy. Society and politics were much like they are 

today. The message that Amos preaches is pretty clear and needs no explanation. But listen to what God 

has to say, "Never will I forget a thing they have done!” The statement about the "New Moon" is in 

reference to a certain solemn Jewish feast day when no buying or selling could take place. It is like 

someone saying today, "I can't wait until this Mass is over so I can go......wherever."  

The Responsorial Psalm is (113:1-2, 4-8). The Psalmist praises God in this Psalm in all things and in all 

matters because of His goodness to the rich and the poor alike when they are obedient; but He is more 

concerned with the poor because they have so little to call on.  

In the Second Reading from St. Paul's First Letter to Timothy (2:1-8), Paul exhorts all of us to pray, not 

only for those in need, but also for those in power to help the needy. By doing so, Christ will reign in the 

hearts of all mankind and from that comes divine peace which "leads to a quiet and tranquil life."  

The Gospel Reading is taken from the Gospel of Luke (16:1-13). In this Gospel passage, Jesus tells a story 

that seems strange to us, such as "making friends with dishonesty." The business practices of Jesus' day 

were much different from today. Stewards (supervisors), such as the one in the story, were given charge 

over portions of their master's affairs. The steward's pay came from whatever he could sell the 

merchandise for over-and-above a certain amount. So, by reducing a given buyer's bill he was, in effect, 

reducing his own pay, not his employer's. He was making friends with the buyers in order to get help 

from them when he was fired. This implies that he was over-charging them to begin with. Jesus goes on 

to say that dishonesty is wrong no matter the amount or circumstances and, small amounts of 

dishonesty lead to bigger.  

The reason that Jesus Christ talked and preached so much about the poor and our need to help them is 

that in His time the "poor" were considered to be great sinners and their situation was God's retribution. 

He also taught that this perception was incorrect, but it persists to this day. Anyone who has worried 

about when or where his next meal is coming from knows that poverty and selfishness do not go 

together. Further, when people are in need, we cannot and must not be judgmental about the cause of 

their situation. True charity is unconditional and so these readings challenge us to question ourselves, 

"When approached by someone in need, what should our response be? Something to think about 

during your prayer time this week! MFB 


