
Commentary on the Readings for May 8, 2022 

The Fourth Sunday of the Easter Season 
We are almost halfway through the Easter Season and one might ask, "Why?" Why is it necessary to 

carry on the celebration of Easter? There are several answers to this question. One answer might be that 

we continue the celebration with joy and solemnity for the same amount of time as the Lenten season 

where the focus was on penance, prayer and alms giving. Another reason might be that we extend the 

celebration to the Feast of Pentecost, the birthday of the Church. However, the most important reason 

of all is that we are celebrating the opening of the gates of heaven to all the faithful. These gates had 

been shut since our first parents sinned. Now, because we can approach God with assurance of His love 

and know that the sacrifice of His Son, on our behalf, earned for us a place in heaven, we should 

continue to celebrate and thank God for His infinite love and mercy. Also, there might be another 

reason, one that most people are not aware of; and that is God is always willing to balance our faults 

and failures with His grace and forgiveness.  

 

The First Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles (13:14, 43-52). The last line of this reading provides us 

with the attitude and atmosphere of the entire scene. By this time, Paul and Barnabas have directed 

their preaching to the Gentiles and some converted Jews because the majority of the Jews rejected their 

teaching. When the Holy Spirit came upon these new Christians, they experienced the saving power of 

God and were anxious to spread the Good News. They were given a new lease on this life and the 

assurance of eternal life. Thus, the "disciples (not just the apostles) were filled with joy and the Holy 

Spirit" and so they continued to celebrate as we should do today because we are the disciples of today.  

 

The Responsorial Psalm is (100:1- 5). This was originally a processional hymn sung upon entering the 

great temple in Jerusalem for very special occasions. Today we consider it an appropriate song to be 

sung by people entering the gates of heaven; but since we are not aware of that procedure, we use it 

during this season to acknowledge those gates being opened to all the faithful by Jesus the "Lamb who 

was slain, but is now alive."  

 

The Second Reading is taken from the Book of Revelation (7:9, 14- 17). The visions of the writer, John, 

are visions of the future in heaven for those who accepted Christ and struggled through this life by the 

grace of God and the direction of the Holy Spirit. We can be counted among "the countless number" 

present at the never-ending worshipping of Christ, "the Lamb that was slain." This is where God's 

“balancing act” reaches its triumph. Yes!  

 

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of St. John (10:27-30). In this short reading, we have the essence 

of Christ, the Divine Shepherd, who has laid down His life for His people. Now He stands ready to lead 

His people into the divine pasture of heaven where we will be safe and "never perish." Is this reason 

enough to continue our Easter celebration? Absolutely!  

 

"Celebrating" doesn't have to be with a great deal of fanfare, music, flowers or incense. It is a condition 

of the heart and mind. When meditating on what Jesus has done for us, we should never run out of 

gratitude, praise and thanksgiving. This is the kind of celebration that God wants from us. Further, if we 

are still not convinced, we should think about how Jesus, the Son of God, forgave Peter three times after 



Peter had denied Jesus three times (See: John 21:15-17). He will do the same for us when we come to 

Him with a contrite heart. Something to think about (and celebrate) during your prayer time this week!                     
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