
Commentary on the Readings for March 13, 2022 
The Second Sunday in Lent 

  
The theme, or themes, of the readings for the Second Sunday of Lent are: Faith, Trust and 
Experience of Our Lord and Our God. Most of us are familiar with the stories being 
presented here, but tying them together and applying them to our Lenten observances is 
not that easy. Because of this difficulty, we must exercise our Faith, put our Trust in God 
into action and wait for the experience of Him to come; which it will if we are true to the 
spirit of Lent. Now, let us see how these stories bear this out.  
 
The First Reading is from the Book of Genesis (15:5-12, 17- 18). At this point in the story 
of the Call of Abraham, Abraham has moved his wife and relatives and all his belongings to 
a far distant land in obedience to God's command. Such a move was a tremendous 
undertaking in itself, but Abraham acted solely under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
even though he was not aware of the Holy Spirit. He put his faith in God into action by the 
move, but now he is asking for some assurance that what he did would be rewarded. God 
then gives Abraham the unique experience of accepting his offering in a most unusual 
manner. At the same time, God makes a most profound covenant with Abraham and all his 
descendants. The difference between faith and trust is action.  
 
The Responsorial Psalm is (27:1-9, 13-14). In this prayer, the psalmist is asking God for 
protection by calling upon His goodness and benevolence. He is persistent but trusting, 
knowing that the Lord God doesn't always respond immediately. And so he ends his prayer 
with the knowledge that he "shall see the bounty of the Lord in the land of the living" and 
extols everyone to "be stouthearted and wait for the Lord." Our faith and trust might not be 
rewarded in this life, but the experience of God will surely be there in the next.  
 
The Second Reading is taken from St. Paul's Letter to the Philippians (3:17-4:1). In this 
passage, Paul is giving us the “opposite side of the coin” story. The people, who, 
unfortunately, do not have faith or trust in God, are "enemies of the cross of Christ." Their 
end is spiritual destruction. But the faithful will have a different experience and a different 
ending. Therefore, he exhorts the faithful to "stand firm [in your faith and trust] in the 
Lord."  
 
The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of St Luke (9:28b-36). This is the familiar story of 
the Transfiguration of Jesus Christ, which comes immediately after Jesus' discourse to His 
disciples on the meaning and cost of discipleship. Now He is about to permit them to see 
and experience the reward for being a faithful and trusting disciple—the glory of His 
divinity. This scene sums up the whole meaning of Salvation:  all the faithful in heaven in 
the presence of God and each in his or her glorified body for all time and eternity. Wow! 
That is some reward. But as mentioned above, there is a cost—putting your faith into 
action. During this Lenten Season, in spite of economic conditions that many are facing, 
there are still things that need to be done. Penance should not be a “negative” thing, such as 
giving up or forgoing something we enjoy. Rather it should be a positive act of giving time, 



talent or treasure for the benefit of someone in need. Your reward depends on it. 
Something to think about during your prayer time this week.  MFB 
 


