
Commentary on the Readings for July 25, 2021 

 The 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

  

A quick first reading of the scriptures for this Sunday might give us the idea that they are about feeding 

people and, indeed, to some degree this is true. However, if we read slowly and let the words sink into 

our heart and soul we will soon learn that they are of a deeper subject. This is true with most of 

scripture; the more we meditate and pray about the words we are reading the more the true message 

will be opened to us.   

  

The First Reading is from the Second Book of Kings (4:42-44). This passage is the continuation of the 

story of the early Prophet Elisha (not Elijah, his mentor), who was sent by God to battle the evils of the 

Jewish monarchy (circa 800 B.C.). Elisha was given the Spirit's gift of miracles; not for his own use, but to 

show the power and goodness of God. In this story, he is feeding 100 people with 20 loaves of bread. 

Christians see this as a parallel to the Gospel reading below, but what we and the people of Elisha's day 

should have seen is that God provides for His people who call on Him in their need.   

  

The Responsorial Psalm is (145:10-18). Here we have a psalm that recognizes the goodness of God and 

praises Him for His goodness and divine providence, but this is not easy especially if we only look to God 

for material needs. The soul is more important than the body and God is not a "sugar-daddy." The last 

line of this psalm gives us the right direction: "The Lord is near to all who call upon Him--in truth." Truth, 

in this context, means a sincere awareness of who God is.   

  

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians (4:1-6). In this passage, Paul sums up the 

entire message of today's readings. If upon our knowledge and acceptance of Jesus Christ as our Lord 

and our God, we must let His light shine through our deeds and our speech. Further, if we believe that 

God is within us and within each baptized Christian, then we must love each other as a reflection of God 

within us.   

  

The Gospel Reading is taken from Mark (6:1-15). This is the familiar story of Jesus feeding approximately 

5000 people through the multiplication of five loaves of bread. Most people are so caught up in the 

magnitude and uniqueness of this miracle that they fail to see what is most important— that God 

provides for His people! As the story progresses, the people rush upon Jesus because they see Him as 

someone who could provide all their material needs. They fail to see that God is in their midst in the 

person of Jesus Christ who could and would provide much more than a meal. They also fail to let the 

essence of the miracle sink into their heart and soul.   We need to reconsider our own actions in this 

regard: When we are in need, do we go to God in prayer? Or, when we receive Holy Communion, do we 

spend a moment to thank our Lord and God for His goodness and many blessings? Or, do we rush out of 

church without the least thought of a thanksgiving? Further, even if we do make an act of thanksgiving, 

do we then carry that out and reflect it to others? This really is something to think about during your 

Prayer Time this week!            MFB 


