
Commentary on the Readings for June 20, 2021 
The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

We are returning to Ordinary Time and the normal pattern of teachings from scripture as opposed to the great feast 
of Easter, Pentecost and Trinity Sunday, etc. The theme of the readings for the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
is the beautiful question of "Who is Jesus Christ that even the wind and sea obey Him?" "Wind" and 
"Sea" are often used in scripture to imply chaos or confusion, either spiritual or actual; and even these Jesus 
can calm or dispel as He does for Job, the Psalmist, Paul, and Mark in the stories that follow. 

The First Reading is from the Book of Job (38:1, 8-11). This passage comes toward the end of the 
story of Job. By this time Job is thoroughly frustrated by the way God has treated him, and he challenges God to 
give an account of Himself. Instead, God points out the great marvels of His creation and says, in effect, that 
He is the creator of all that is; and He can restore Job to his former status, which He does. God doesn't have to 
answer our challenges or even our questions, but He cannot,  nor will he, ignore an honest doubt or a loving heart. 

The Responsorial Psalm is (107:23-31). Nowhere else on earth does one obtain a greater sense of awe at 
the vastness and magnificence of creation than out in the middle of the sea. Yet, when the sea turns stormy, 
one experiences the greatest sense of being alone and helpless, unless he firmly believes that God is with Him 
and will protect him. The psalmist here is expressing these very same sentiments of awe, fear and wonder. 

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians (5:14-17). Paul could 
have written the Psalm above because of his many trials and shipwrecks;  but here he is talking about dying 
spiritually to sin and living in, with and according to the teachings of Christ. He says that those who know Jesus 
in the flesh see Him more as a man than God; but we who know Him in the Spirit can see something 
entirely different, and we are made "new" by this belief. 

The Gospel Reading is taken from the Gospel of Mark (4:35-41). This story sums up all of the above. 
We have heard it many times, but think of it this way: How often have you thought, in times of distress, 
that "God must be asleep" to your troubles just as He was in the boat with the disciples? Yet, all we have to 
do is approach Him in prayer and ask for His help and guidance; but we must do this with faith and 
expectation. Then we will realize, as the disciples did, that "... even the wind and sea obey Him." 

Our God is a gentle God who will not interfere in our daily lives without our permission or asking. This is 
often mistaken for God’s ignoring us and our needs;  but it is we who ignore Him or forget to ask for His 
help. He is always there ready and willing to help, but we cannot demand specifics as Job did. We must 
surrender our will and accept what He gives us, which is always better in the long run. Something to think about 
during your prayer time this week!                                                                                                    MFB 


