
Commentary on the Readings for March 14, 2021 
The Fourth Sunday of Lent 

The scripture readings for this Sunday seem to be so far apart that one would be hard-pressed to 

find any relationship between them; yet, there definitely is a relationship. We just have to search 

through the “Book” of Salvation History to see how they fit.  

The First Reading is from the Second Book of Chronicles (36:14-23). 1st and 2nd Chronicles 

(from the Old Testament) give us a brief overview of the evils of the Jewish monarchy (11th 

Century to 6th Century BC) that lead up to the Babylonian Exile in the early part of the 6th 

Century, BC. Indeed, all of the Old Testament is filled with stories of how evil reigned 

unchecked. The Jewish people had only the Mosaic Law to govern them, and this was mostly 

ignored during the monarchy. Nevertheless, after a long period of exile (approximately 50 years), 

God sent an inspired servant to release the Jewish exiles and return them to Jerusalem.  

The Responsorial Psalm (137:1-6) is a song that the exiles sang in Babylon during their time of 

captivity. When they finally realized why they were there, they repented and vowed to live 

according to the teachings of God and Moses. Unfortunately, their change of heart didn't last 

long.  

The Second Reading is from Paul's Letter to the Ephesians (2:4-10). Here Paul is teaching the 

Ephesians, and us, that despite our transgressions, God still loves mankind and wants to help us 

overcome our sinful ways through the gift of grace. Grace is one of the many benefits flowing 

from the death and resurrection of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, something that the people of the 

Jewish monarchy did not have. Paul goes on to say that the people of his time did not, and we 

today do not deserve this "gift" either. It was given to all of us out of God's great love for 

mankind.  

The Gospel Reading is taken from the Gospel of John (3:14-21). In this passage, Jesus uses His 

discussion with Nicodemus to introduce this teaching on God's divine love for us. Before the 

time of Christ, the world had grown so evil that only a divine God-Man could salvage humanity 

and, in spite of all this evil, God still found mankind basically good and worth saving. As a 

result, "He sent His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish."  

The point of the above scriptures tells us that God has done His part: He has forgiven those who 

have repented and turned their lives around in order to follow the teachings of His Son, Jesus. 

And now it is our turn. Can we just sit back and say, "I believe in Jesus Christ; isn't that 

enough?" NO, it isn't! What we said here last week still holds. God the Father said: "This is my 

beloved Son, Listen to Him" and then Mary added, "Do whatever He tells you!" We cannot go 

on ignoring the teachings of God like the people of the Jewish monarchy did and then expect to 

be welcomed into heaven at life's end. Ours is a faith of believing and doing. One without the 

other does not work. Something to think about during your prayer time this week!           MFB 


