
Commentary on the Readings for February 2, 2020 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

In past years this Feast was celebrated every year on January 1st (the octave of the Nativity) in 

keeping with Jewish Law and tradition. (See Leviticus 12:2–8) In more recent years, it has been 

transferred to February 2nd, but we only celebrate it with a special liturgy when February 2nd falls 

on a Sunday. The theme of this liturgy is “Dedication,” and throughout all of the readings we will 

see some aspect of dedication to the service and/or the will of God. Now, dedication in this context 

means more than just words or a pious expression. It means giving oneself to a special cause, 

family, spouse or to God in a special way that fits into His Plan of Salvation. Let us see how this 

definition is illustrated in the following readings.  

The First Reading is from the Prophet Malachi (3:1-4). Malachi is the last book placed in the 

Old Testament and probably the shortest. Nevertheless, he has an important message for the people 

of Israel and indeed for people of all times and cultures. That message is a warning against the 

unacceptable forms of worship and dedication that people are offering to God or the way they are 

living their daily lives. It is true that times were very difficult in the middle of the 5th Century BC; 

but rather than turning to God for help, the people are falling back into the ways that caused them 

to be exiled to Babylon. In this passage, we hear a warning that a special messenger will come 

from God with great power and He will “purify the sons of Levi” with His message and His 

dedication and “then the sacrifice of Judah and Jerusalem will please the Lord.” This was 

confirmed in the Baptism of the Lord Jesus when the Father says, “This is my Son in whom I 

am well pleased.”  

The Responsorial Psalm is (24:7-10). This short Psalm (10 verses) lays down the moral 

conditions for sincere (dedicated) worship of Christ the Lord when we are attending the Eucharist 

and also reflects the coming of the Lord of Glory to mankind for our salvation.   

The Second Reading is from the Letter to the Hebrews (2:14-18). Within the Presentation 

ceremony in the temple, as described in the Gospel reading, was the circumcision of the male child. 

Circumcision was an act of dedication to God and involved the shedding of blood to remind 

mankind of its mortality. In Jesus’ case, this minor shedding of blood was an indication of His 

dedication to the life and death that He was to live and give to God for our Salvation.  

The Gospel Reading is from Luke (2:22-40). There are three stories entwined and all of them 

reflect a form of dedication to laws, to causes and hopes and finally to a Plan. Here, Mary and 

Joseph are fulfilling the Jewish Law which involves the purification of the new mother and the 

dedication of (or the Presentation of) the newborn child to God.  This passage also talks about two 

elderly people who have spent most of their years in the temple waiting and praying for some sign 

of “the redemption of Israel.” In this scene, their eyes have been opened and their prayers have 

been answered; their dedication has been fulfilled.  

When we come to church to celebrate the Holy Eucharist do we do so with a mind and heart 

dedicated to God or do we come to fulfill an obligation? Remember, mere presence within the 

church does not constitute Worship.  Worship is the highest form of dedication; but it takes mind 

and heart, body and soul all working together with sincerity and humility. Something to think about 

during your prayer time this week!             MFB 


