
Commentary on the Readings for August 25, 2019 
The 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Almost everyone has had the experience of entering a sports arena or theatre where the entrance 

was very narrow and someone was there to take your ticket or pass to be certain that you were 

qualified to enter. Well, that is exactly what Jesus is saying in the gospel reading for today when 

He advises us to "enter through the narrow gate." He is referring to the getting into heaven 

through the "tried and true" honest methods that He prescribes rather than trying to enter through 

some easier or cheaper way. Let us see how the readings support this concept. 

  

The First Reading is from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (66:18-21). This brief passage is near 

the end of the writings of Isaiah. The entire chapter is about the end of the world and how all 

mankind will be required to give an accounting of himself before entering the eternal 

"Promised Land." People will be drawn from all nations, lands, culture and religions, but only 

those qualified by his or her acceptance of God through the merits of Jesus Christ will enter. 

These are frightening words and should give us food for thought and prayer. 

  

The Responsorial Psalm is (117:1-2). This is the shortest Psalm in the Bible, but it packs a punch. 

The exhortation to "praise" and "glorify" the Lord is not so much what we do with our voices, but 

what we do in our speech and actions. If our speech and actions reflect the glory and infinite 

goodness of the Lord, then we are praising Him; but we must be careful not to fake it because the 

Lord is also perfect Justice, and perfect Justice does not accept or acknowledge praise and glory 

that is not sincere and truthful and supported by one’s actions. 

  

The Second Reading is from the Letter to the Hebrews (12:5-7, 11-13). There is a line in an old 

Beatles song that goes, "I beg your pardon, I never promised you a rose garden." When I hear this 

line I think that this is something that God the Father might have said to Jesus in the Garden of 

Gethsemane on the last night and Jesus, in turn, is saying to us when we ask Him, "Why me Lord, 

why me?" In this passage, the author quotes a couple of proverbs that talk about discipline of self and 

even of one’s son or daughter. The point here is that trials, disappointments and even suffering 

might be the Lord's way of getting our attention. So, instead of praying or saying, "Why me, Lord" 

perhaps we should be asking the Lord, "What are you saying to me in this situation? Help me to hear 

you clearly." 

  

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of St. Luke (13:22-30). Now we return to the Gospel and 

I am sure that you understand the first part of it by now; but the second part is what I would like 

to address here. In His parable, Jesus is talking about the recently deceased who are waiting to 

get into Heaven, and He sends many of them away because He doesn't "know" them even 

though they claim to have "eaten" with him and "taught" in their streets. Today we would 

translate that as saying, "We were the pillars of the church and we did thus and so for you." It is not 

uncommon to have people work feverishly doing things for the "Church" but have no 

relationship with Jesus Christ, the God we are supposed to be worshipping in the Church. Good 

things done for the wrong reason are not accepted by God as worship. So, when you question God 

about a trial or suffering or about a reward for your efforts, try asking "Lord, what are you saying 

to me in this situation?" Something to think about during your prayer time this week!  

              MFB 


