
Dear Parishioners of St. Catherine, St. Vincent de Paul, and Immaculate Conception, 

 A blessed and Holy Lent to you! I was thinking recently that every day the Governor addresses the 

people of Kentucky regarding the status of the Coronavirus, but our parishioners have not heard from me 

aside from Facebook updates and the bulletin. I want to remedy that by this letter. You should also receive 

soon, if not already, a letter from Archbishop Kurtz to all the faithful of the Archdiocese of Louisville. 

Furthermore, Mrs. O’Bryan, our Principal, has already sent a letter to the families involved with our school, to 

update them about that. 

 As you know, since March 16, 2020, Archbishop Kurtz instructed us to not have public Masses while 

the Coronavirus is active and to cease parish activities, travels, and functions. We have also stopped receiving 

visitors to the office and have reduced our hours, temporarily, to Monday through Thursday, 8am to Noon. 

The thinking behind this is, while the virus may not seriously harm you or me, we could transmit it to someone 

else without showing any symptoms ourselves; and that “someone else” could be an elderly person or 

someone with an underlying condition who could be in grave danger. I support the Archbishop’s decision 

wholeheartedly. I know that this has been hard for everyone, especially our daily Mass-goers who were used 

to receiving Holy Communion every day. It has also been hard for Fr. Ken and me as we continue to celebrate 

the Masses to fulfill the intentions; but are doing so alone. We are remembering all of you in each Mass and in 

our daily prayers. 

 To make sure we are all on the same page, I’d like to update you on several items. I know this is a lot of 

information, but you can think of it as a reference to turn to in the days ahead. 

Mass in General 

• It has been difficult to adopt creative ways of getting the Mass and the sacraments out to the people, 

due to us not having Wi-fi in any of our Churches or a strong cell signal to “livestream” through 

Facebook or Youtube. We are working with Nally Computer to expand Wi-fi to the Church buildings. 

• I am recording my homilies, though, and you can download or stream them from this online folder: 

https://tinyurl.com/FrHardestyHomilies 

• I’m also periodically scheduling 10 minute segments for Confession. People can signup online and wait 

in their cars to be invited in by me through the side door of St. Catherine Church. We then have 

confession in the Sacristy where there is enough space for us to keep a safe distance. The “face-to-

face” aspect is not anonymous but at least the signup is. Keep an eye on our parish Facebook pages or 

ask a neighbor to update you when they see this posted again. 

• Our Facebook pages are: 

o www.facebook.com/StCatherineParish 

o www.facebook.com/StVincentNewHope 

o www.facebook.com/ICCulvertown 

• Archbishop Kurtz has instructed us not to have individual Communion during this time, except in the 

form of Viaticum (Last Communion) for the dying. The parishes in the area who were hosting drive-thru 

Communion have been asked not to do so any longer due to the persistent risk of contagion. I can visit 

homes and nursing facilities in emergencies and according to local visiting guidelines. 

• Go to www.archlou.org/covid-19/ for all the latest updates and resources from Archbishop Kurtz 

• I hope that rather than see these precautions as a denial of the sacraments, you will see them instead 

as a delay that is being done for the common good and to safeguard the vulnerable. 



• For the faithful, this delay can be an opportunity to unite in solidarity with Catholics throughout the 

world who have not been able to receive the sacraments for months, even years. For example, 

Catholics in the Middle East, in the “Underground Church” in China, and even in Appalachia. 

• For Priests who feel alone during this time, it is an opportunity to be in solidarity with Jesus Christ 

whose Apostles were not with him when the first Holy Sacrifice was finished on the Cross. 

Other Particular Masses and Sacraments 

• Regarding Funerals, Archbishop Kurtz has asked us to limit them to immediate family only and to 

maintain “social distancing” (6 feet of separation) during the Funeral. I have decided, in consultation 

with the area Funeral Directors, that it is better to simply have the prayers at the graveside and 

schedule a proper Funeral Mass with all extended family and friends once the virus has passed. We 

thought that it would be too difficult to try to pick who could and who could not be admitted into 

Church for the Funeral. Our families who have had to do this so far have been very understanding. 

Please keep in your prayers: 

o Paula Peak who was buried on Sat Mar 21 

o Helen Boone who was buried on Mon Mar 23 

o J.W. Nally, Paul Sims, and Irvin Vittitow who were buried on Wed Mar 25 

o All were unrelated to the Coronavirus. 

• Weddings are also to be limited to immediate family only. For our parishes, this may only affect one 

couple who is marrying in June: Olivia Rose Mattingly and Christopher William Disselkamp at St. 

Catherine on June 6, 2020. The 5 other weddings that I have scheduled are for later in the year or next 

year. Please pray for these young couples. 

• Baptisms may be celebrated, but only with the parents and godparents and only according to the 

truncated Rite for Emergencies which consists of only the Baptism itself and a couple other prayers. 

Families may schedule a later date for the “Supplying of Ceremonies” when all the other surrounding 

rituals (e.g. the Baptismal Promises, Litany of the Saints, Anointing with Chrism, Presentation of Lighted 

Candle, etc.) can be celebrated with family and friends. 

• Regarding Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and the Easter Triduum, Archbishop Kurtz has asked us to 

celebrate these privately. So, to be clear, these days will not be celebrated with a congregation. Only 

one server and I will be celebrating them in a truncated fashion. This is a point of sadness, I know, for 

many of you (and for me!) Palm branches will be available in Church to pick up on Palm Sunday. 

• I have enclosed copies of a few pages from a wonderful book, Catholic Household Blessings and 

Prayers, that helps families pray together throughout the liturgical year, marking significant dates in 

the Church and in their lives, as a “domestic church.” These pages will help you to pray at home during 

Holy Week and Easter Week. 

Spiritual Sustenance 

• Don’t forget that our parishes have a subscription to the FORMED service! This will provide great 

spiritual sustenance and family entertainment during this time of being at home together. It’s like a 

Catholic Netflix, Catholic Audible, Catholic Kindle, and Catholic iTunes all in one service and is FREE! 

o Just go to www.formed.org 

o Under “Getting Started,” Click on “Enter Code” 

o Type in the parish code: DKFN8F 

o Now follow the steps to create your account. You will be all set to use the great programs on 

FORMED.org anytime, simply by logging in. 



• Be sure to also drop by either of our Churches to pickup a new bulletin each week. We will continue 

to produce this for the benefit of our parishioners. You can also find it online at: 

http://discovermass.com/church/st-catherine-of-alexandria-new-haven-ky/ 

• Remember, also, the very helpful prayer during this time, “The Act of Spiritual Communion.” St. 

Thomas Aquinas defined Spiritual Communion as "an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Holy 

Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we had already received Him." The teaching authority of 

the Church taught in 1983 that the fruits of the sacrament can be received in this way. 

My Jesus, 

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I 

desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 

myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

• See this facebook video for a summary of how “Spiritual Communion” played a pivotal role in the 

lives of many of the saints: https://tinyurl.com/SpiritualCommunionVideo 

Tithing during the Pandemic 

• This is not only a difficult time spiritually and emotionally for many of us, but it is also difficult 

financially. If any of you are having trouble paying for groceries, medicine, rent, etc., please let us 

know and we will find a way to help you. 

• If you are able, please continue to tithe as you have so generously done all these years. Our parishes 

are faced with at least 8 weekends without a regular weekend collection and this could threaten our 

financial stability. We are continuing to pay our teachers, employees, and support staff during this 

crisis, even if they have to stay home. We need your support to be able to do this. 

• Whichever way you have tithed in the past – ACH withdrawal (automatic from your bank account), 

check in a Church envelope, or cash-on-hand – please continue to use the method you’re comfortable 

with. We have several options: 

o Mail your tithe: “Parish Name” c/o St. Catherine, 413 North Street, New Haven, KY 40051 

o Drop off your tithe in a sealed envelope into the mail slot on the front door of St. Catherine 

Academy (same address as above). 

o Continue your current ACH Withdrawal process 

o Or give online! See below. 

• We have also implemented a solution from a company called, PushPay. They have an app called “My 

Church by PushPay” that helps parishes reach out to families that we don’t see very often so that they 

can stay connected to the parish. It also gives them a way to support the parish even if they aren’t able 

to go to Mass on Sunday yet. With this app, and the online giving pages that were developed, we can 

work together to make sure this Coronavirus doesn’t defeat our parish and school! 

• To give online, go to one of the links below. Note: Your information is secure and your support goes 

directly to the parish’s General Fund, not to or through the Archdiocese. Other accounts and funds to 

give to will be added later. 

o https://pushpay.com/g/stcatherinenewhaven 

o https://pushpay.com/g/stvincentdepaulnewhope 

o https://pushpay.com/g/immaculateconception 

• If you don’t want to type out those addresses, you can also launch each giving page via text message! 

Give it a try! Text: 



o STCATHERINEGIVE to 77977 

o STVINCENTGIVE to 77977 

o ICCULVERTOWNGIVE to 77977 

• Finally, check out the new parish app in the early stages of development! Soon you will see all sorts of 

content related to the life of the parish. You can also donate through the app now. Note: You can only 

install one of the three apps. To launch your app store to download the free app, Text: 

o STCATHERINEAPP to 77977 

o STVINCENTAPP to 77977 

o ICCULVERTOWNAPP to 77977 

• This will eventually replace the current “MyParish” app. 

• In addition to my regular tithing to each parish, I just gave $5 to each one to test out this service and it 

works very smoothly. Each one shows up clearly on my bank account. 

• Please call Stacie, our Business Manager, at 502-549-3680 or email smudd@saintcatherineschool.com 

with any questions. 

• Even if we arrive at a time when we must work remotely from home, we will have the office phone 

forwarded to our cell phones, in order to remain in contact with you. 

• Or contact me any time at my cell phone 502-314-4131 or email matthardesty@hotmail.com 

Please join me in supporting each other, our parish, and our school! Be not afraid! We are with you! 

God bless you! 

Fr. Hardesty and Fr. Ken 


