Return-To-School
Plan

IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19

2020-2021 School Year

Our Mission

Our Mission

St. Patrick School honors our past through a true spirit of generosity that nurtures the faith
formation of each child, seeing Christ in all we do and say. As a school community, we seek
to build the future by encouraging every student to reach their academic potential and be an
example of our Catholic identity, living the Gospel message in service to others.

Our Philosophy

We, the community of Saint Patrick School, believe that we honor our past through a strong
dedication to the Gospel message of love, hope, and service to all. While witnessing the message
of Jesus Christ, the school enables its students to acquire the knowledge and values needed to
prepare them to be active members of society. A spirit of true generosity nurtures the faith formation
of each child. We embrace the diverse learning styles of all students and seek to foster achievement
and challenge every student to reach their academic potential to build the future. We at Saint Patrick
School promote the ongoing enhancement of our faith community through academic knowledge and
service to others.

Introduction
We have created this plan to aid in navigating the reestablishment of our school where employees, students,
and families feel safe and to reduce the impact of COVID-19 conditions upon returning to the school. The
guidelines referenced in this plan are based on guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), the World Health Organization (WHO), the State of New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE)
document The Road Back and the Diocese of Paterson Catholic Schools Office. Regular updates will be made
to this plan based on information provided by the CDC, WHO, and applicable federal, state and local agencies.

SOURCES:
• New Jersey Administrative Code (N.J.A.C.) 6A:32, School District Operations. state.nj.us/education/code/current/title6A/chap32.
• New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE), The Road Back. June 2020. https://nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.
• New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH). www.covid19.nj.gov.
• Andrew M. Greeley Center for Catholic Education, School of Education, Loyola University Chicago. Leading with Hope: A Reflective Guide for Catholic
Schools in a New Reality. www.luc.edu/gcce.
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Coronavirus (COVID-19). Community, Work & School. Schools & Child Care. Considerations for Schools.
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.
• CDC Readiness and Planning Tool for Schools: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community/SchoolAdmin-K12-readiness-and-planning-tool.pdf.
• CDD Readmittance: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-aresick/end-homeisolation.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.
gov%2Fcoronavirus%2 F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fwhen-its-safe.html
• Diocese of Paterson Guidelines for the Reopening of Schools, Diocese of Paterson Catholic Schools Office. July 2020
• PRINCIPAL PRINCIPLES, LLC, STEPHANIE MCCONNELL, - http://www.principalprinciples.net
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Guiding Principles
Our guiding principle at St. Patrick School has been to be true to our mission which provides for the formation
of the whole child. In order to ensure the continued well-being of our students and employees the following
guiding principles have been put in place:
1. EMPLOYEE AND STUDENT SAFETY MEASURES
2. HEALTH GUIDELINES
3. SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES

Returning To School
At this time, we are fully anticipating a return to school on September 1 for students and August 24 for staff. In
preparation for a possible reduction in the number of students we are able to accommodate on campus as well
as the possibility of an extended school closure, we have planned for multiple school settings for teaching and
learning to take place, including smooth transitions between options, if needed. In accordance with NJ State
Department of Education guidelines, parents have a bi-annual option (first and second marking period and
then third and fourth marking period) to choose remote learning for the student. Flexibility will be key for a
successful return to school and parents are asked to be mindful that this plan is subject to change at any time.

Phased Reopen
•

First Week of School - For those students whose parents have chosen in-person instruction, students will
have Traditional Instruction with classes beginning at 7:50 a.m. and all students will be dismissed at
12:15PM. There will be no afternoon classes/lessons. No Aftercare Services will be available. Students will
be required to wear a mask and classrooms will follow social distancing guidelines (further details can be
found in this document). Each desk will have a foam board and clear plastic shield.

•

Anticipated Starting September 8 - The school will move to a Blended Model with classes beginning at 7:50
a.m. and dismissing at 12:15 p.m. Students will be required to wear a mask and classrooms follow social
distancing guidelines (further details can be found in this document). Each desk will have a foam board and
clear plastic shield.

•

Students who go home will have afternoon virtual live instruction or independent work classes each day
until 2:40 p.m.

			 •
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

For students who both parents are considered essential workers or have to work outside of the home,
St. Patrick School will offer a first-come, first-serve Afternoon Remote Learning Center with
limited capacity in the gym. Registration for each student’s attendance will be required one week
prior online. This service will be offered from 12:15 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. daily. Students cannot be
picked up until 3:30 p.m. No exceptions. All families will be charged for one hour of Aftercare
Services. Please note that school guidelines for masks, social distancing, etc. will be in effect.
Students will not have any outdoor recess but will be given time to eat lunch. Lunch can be brought
from home or ordered from No Fuss Lunch. Students must be academically independent in the
afternoon as supervision will be provided but not in-person instruction. Students will be required
to wear a mask and classrooms will follow social distancing guidelines (further details can be found
in this document). Pre-K students are discouraged from attending.
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			 •
			
			
			
			
•

Aftercare Services will be offered until 6 p.m. Parents may pick up their child on the hour or ½ hour
only. Aftercare will take place in the gym and students will be seated socially-distanced with masks
on and snacks will not be permitted. Once students leave school, they cannot return for Aftercare
Services. Students will be required to wear a mask and classrooms follow social distancing 		
guidelines (further details can be found in this document).

Anticipated 5 Full Days Option Rollout (TBA) - If we are able to phase into the option of having all
students on campus for full days every day of the week, we will start with our youngest students first, then
Grade 8 students, students with an ISP or related services, and then all other students in that order. Students
will be able to bring or order lunch from No Fuss Lunch. Lunch will be eaten at their desks. Recess will
be added. Each desk will have a foam board and clear plastic shield. Aftercare Services will be offered
beginning at 2:40 p.m. at an additional cost. Aftercare Services will be offered until 6 p.m. Parents may pick
up their child on the hour or ½ hour only. Aftercare will take place in the gym and students will be seated
socially-distanced with masks on and snacks will not be permitted. Once students leave school, they cannot
return for Aftercare Services. Students will be required to wear a mask and classrooms will follow social
distancing guidelines (further details can be found in this document).

Traditional School Setting
Face to Face: It is our hope that the majority of our
students will eventually return to a “brick and mortar”
school full time. As such, there are primary logistics
and planning considerations that we have addressed:
entrance protocols, social distancing, scheduling, social
and emotional support, etc.

Combination School Setting
Blended: We have a plan that will include students attending traditional school from 7:50AM until 12:15PM
and then attending 2 afternoon classes virtually each day from 1:00PM until 2:40PM.
Hybrid: In the event that we are unable to accommodate 100% of our students on campus, we may need to
use a combination of both traditional and non-traditional school settings. We have a plan for a variety of
configurations of this approach, which may include some students attending school on a rotating schedule.

Non-Traditional School Setting
Remote: In the event that governmental or Diocesan authorities deem it necessary to suspend traditional, inperson attendance, teaching and learning will continue to occur remotely within the guidelines of our Continuity
of Learning Plan. Please note that the remote option will be utilized when the homeroom teacher is not able to
be present in school for the day, as the hiring of substitute teachers are problematic at this time
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In accordance with NJ State Department of Education guidelines, parents have a bi-annual
option (first and second marking period and then third and fourth marking period) to choose
remote learning for the student. Parents will be asked to choose remote learning in August
and January. Attendance dates will be announced on the school calendar. Students who have
chosen remote learning for any part of the school year may not participate in school athletic
teams and/or extra-curricular activities and events.
Once remote is chosen, the student must remain in remote learning until the end of the second
marking period or the fourth marking period. However, at any point in the year, a parent
may decide to switch a student to remote learning with the understanding that the student
may not switch back to the blended setting until the end of the second or fourth marking
period respectfully.

Bringing Students Back To Campus:
Student Well-Being
•

We anticipate our students will experience some measure of apprehension or anxiety as we return to school
in the fall. We are committed to creating an environment that will address the needs of students’ physical,
emotional, and mental safety needs during this unprecedented time.

•

We encourage you to make time to discuss returning to school with your children and learn and explore
their specific apprehensions. Thinking through and discussing their specific apprehensions, such as going
to the restroom, or eating/drinking, will give your family an opportunity to address these concerns before
they occur.

•

As you discuss returning to school, practice using masks at home in their naturally safe environment to
eliminate any worries regarding mask wearing.

•

We will monitor and respond to signs of stress in your children and prioritize self-care, empathy, and
patience with your and your children’s circumstances.We encourage you to notify teachers and counselors
with any apprehensions, anxieties or issues related to your children, as we want to work in partnership with
you to create an environment that is both supportive of their needs and conducive to learning.
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Anticipated Phases and Timelines
Phase Timing
Planning

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

Items

July

• Supplies, equipment
• Prepare detailed work schedule for phases
• Prepare building and transportation for reopening with thorough cleaning

August

• Implement social distancing protocol and open facilities with
limited access/use
• Expand use of school-based on recommendations and data from CDC,
NJDOH, New Jersey Governor, and applicable state and local agencies as applicable

September

• Open school with blended schedule:
7:50AM-12:15PM in-person instruction and
1:00PM-2:40PM virtual instruction
• Expand additional operation based on recommendations and data from
CDC, NJDOH, New Jersey Governor, and applicable local and state
agencies - as applicable
• Determine what restrictions/guidelines stay in place

TBA

• Open school to full capacity with full day schedule
• Expand full operation based on recommendations and data from CDC,
NJDOH, New Jersey Governor, and applicable local and state
agencies - as applicable
• Determine what restrictions/guidelines stay in place

Daily Operations
•

All St. Patrick School students are expected to return to school in a Blended Model in September.

•

St. Patrick School will operate under current State of New Jersey guidelines regarding classroom occupancy
and social distancing in our classrooms, leveraging additional campus spaces as needed.

•

In each classroom, students will wear face masks and social distancing guidelines will be in place.

•

Where possible, students will sit at an individual desk.

•

Student movement around the room will be limited.

•

Students will not share supplies or materials.

•

Students will be asked to bring home their school issued device each day to be charged.

•

Students will not have access to lockers or cubbies.
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Scheduling
•

Students in PK3 through Grade 5 will remain in their homeroom classroom.

•

Special subjects will take place through live streaming or asynchronous instruction remotely.

•

At this time, we anticipate middle school students will also remain in one classroom for the school day.
We are continuing to assess and plan for multiple scenarios with the possibility of middle school students
rotating in cohorts due to additional restrictions.

•

We will offer afternoon study time for students who have no means to leave in the afternoon (see above.)
We strongly encourage all families to take children home but we are aware that this may not be possible.
For students who both parents are considered essential workers or have to work outside of the home,
St. Patrick School will offer a first-come, first-serve Afternoon Remote Learning Center with limited
capacity in the gym. Registration for each student’s attendance will be required one week prior online.
This service will be offered from 12:15 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. daily. Students cannot be picked up until 3:30
p.m. No exceptions. All families will be charged for one hour of Aftercare Services. Please note that school
guidelines for masks, social distancing, etc. will be in effect. Students will not have any outdoor recess but
will be given time to eat lunch. Lunch can be brought from home or ordered from No Fuss Lunch. Students
must be academically independent in the afternoon as supervision will be provided but not in-person
instruction. Students will be required to wear a mask and classrooms follow social distancing guidelines
(further details can be found in this document). Pre-K students are discouraged from attending.

Arrival at School
PreK to Grade 5
•

Morning Drop-off will continue to take place in the school parking lot for students in PreK to Grade 5.

•

Arrival is between 7:30AM and 7:50AM.

•

Cars must enter the parking lot from the farthest Chatham Street entrance from the school and form a
SINGLE CAR LINE. NO PARKING TO DROP OFF STUDENTS.

•

Adults must remain in the car at all times. To exit the car, each individual student must show a daily school
waiver signed by a parent/guardian. If this is not visible, students may not exit the car and the family will be
asked to leave the dropoff line (see Daily School Waiver section).

•

Students in Grades 4 & 5 will enter the school’s new Chatham Street entrance.

•

Students in Kindergarten, TK, and Grades 1, 2 & 3 will enter at the parking lot
entrance for the main building.

•

Students in PreK3 and PreK4 will enter through the front Parish Center entrance.
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Middle School
•

Arrival is between 7:30AM and 7:50AM.

•

Middle school students must be dropped off on Chatham Street in front of the church. To exit the car,
each individual student must show a daily school waiver signed by a parent/guardian. If this is not visible,
students may not exit the car and the family will be asked to leave the dropoff line (see Daily School Waiver
section).

•

Students will enter the middle school through their assigned entrance door by homeroom.

REMINDER: Be prepared for an amended set of procedures should these new procedures
substantially affect traffic congestion, temperature check validity, or student punctuality.

Dismissal From School
•

Students in all grades will be dismissed by family starting at 12:15PM.

•

Cars must enter the parking lot from the farthest Chatham Street entrance from the school and form a
SINGLE CAR LINE. NO PARKING TO PICK UP STUDENTS.

•

All adults must remain in the car at all times. No one at any time may exit the car.

•

Items should be kept with the student, as the trunk may not be opened.

•

All cars must clearly have the family last name visible in the passenger side window/hang tag.

Restroom Usage During School Day
There will be limited shared use of restrooms. Classes will be assigned a bathroom to minimize mixing of cohorts.

Visitor Restrictions
St. Patrick School will not allow any visitation to our campuses until the reopen date. Only St. Patrick School
staff are allowed on campus during preparation for reopen. After September 1, access to St. Patrick School
will be limited to visitors and volunteers essential to school operations and mission viability. The following
protocols will be in place:
•

Visitors and volunteers on campus will be by appointment or invitation only.

•

All visitors will be required to enter through the main entrance and pass the safety screening prior to enter.

•

All visitors on campus will be required to wear a mask and maintain social distancing.
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REMINDER: Fewer people entering the school building allows for greater implementation
of safety measures.

Parent Meetings
All parent-teacher meetings will be virtual, scheduled through Google Meets with team teachers.

Uniforms
•

St. Patrick School students will continue to wear full uniforms as outlined in the Parent Student Handbook.

•

Students in Kindergarten through Grade 8 will wear the PE uniform every Tuesday and Thursday until
further notice.

•

Families are encouraged to wash the uniform daily.

•

Students will be required to be in uniform shirts in the virtual setting.

Recess
•

Recess will take place outside when possible.

•

Early childhood recess will be staggered with no more than one group at a time.

•

If two or more groups from Grade 1-8 are participating in recess at the same time, they should have at least
6 feet of open space between them.

•

Use cones, flags, tape, or other signs to create boundaries between groups.

•

Students will always wash hands immediately after outdoor playtime.

Aftercare Services
•

Aftercare will operate under our traditional schedule - 2:40 - 6:00PM.

•

Students participating in Aftercare Services will be required to register for the Afternoon Remote Learning
Center and will be given priority.

•

Aftercare rooms will operate under the same guidelines as classrooms throughout the school day with
students seated at desk/table and wearing masks.

•

When students are present in the gym, social distancing will be observed and masks must be worn.

•

Food may not be consumed during Aftercare.
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School Busing
St. Patrick School will follow the protocols outlined by the local district providing busing,
School District of the Chathams.

Food and Birthday Treats
Students must continue to follow all food policies in the St. Patrick School Parent Student Handbook. Upon
returning to school in a blended model in September, students may bring a morning snack and a water bottle.
For students registered for the afternoon study program, No Fuss Lunch will offer the option to purchase boxed
meals or students may bring their own lunch from home. We ask that there be no food delivered to school and
that food be kept at the assigned space. Personal deliveries such as packages should not be delivered to the
school.
In-school birthday celebrations will be suspended until further notice. No birthday treats (food or items) may be
sent into school for distribution. Mystery readers will be virtual via Google Meets with teacher approval one
week prior.

Water Fountains
•

Shared water fountain spigots will be disabled.

•

At this time, contactless water bottle filling stations are expected to be available for the refilling of water
bottles only at the discretion of the homeroom teacher.

Community Events and
Large Group Gatherings
•

At this time, some of St. Patrick School’s community events and large group gatherings will need to be
suspended or postponed due to current social distancing guidelines.

•

St. Patrick School will send updated communications and update the School Calendar regarding any
suspended or postponed events as we get closer to the start of school.

•

When possible, these events will be held virtually.

School Calendar
•

St. Patrick School will need to make adjustments to the published and online calendar to account for
possible suspensions or postponements of previously scheduled events. Please check the Parent Portal
regularly and read the newsletter, called St. Patrick School Weekly Memo, completely.

•

At this time, we do not anticipate changing start dates, end dates, or holidays.
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Health Protocol And Screenings
Daily School Waiver
Under New Jersey state guidelines schools must adopt a policy for screening students and employees upon
arrival for symptoms and history of exposure. At minimum, a screening to check each child for symptoms and
temperature should be completed by the child’s parent/guardian prior to arriving at school each day. Parents/
guardians will be provided with a daily school waiver for each individual child in the family certifying that each
individual child has been screened at home prior to arrival at school.
Upon arriving at school, a completed waiver with parent/guardian signature for each child in the family must
be shown to the faculty member at the curb prior to that student exiting the car at arrival. The completed waiver
with parent/guardian signature must be submitted to gain entry to the building each morning. Each student
must have an individual form every day. A “family” form will not be accepted.

Temperature Checks
•

Temperature checks will be conducted on site for all staff and visitors every day and each time upon
entering St. Patrick School campus.

•

Temperature checks will be conducted for all students at home daily and on site on an as needed basis
pending a visual check by homeroom teachers every day.

•

Students with a temperature of 100.0 or greater will proceed to a secondary temperature check in the
Isolation Room. If the secondary temperature check confirms a temperature of 100.0 degrees or greater,
students will be sent home.

•

Parents have up to 45 minutes to pick up their student from school if the student has a temperature,
or send an emergency contact to do so. All students must have at least two emergency contacts listed
in the Parent Portal.

RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN • 10

Daily Screening
Staff must visually check students for symptoms upon arrival every day and/or confirm with families that
students are free of COVID-19 symptoms (via waiver).
COVID-19 symptoms including:
•

Cough		

•

Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

•

Chills

•

Muscle pain

•

Repeated shaking with chills

•

Headache

•

Sore throat

•

Loss of taste or smell

•

Diarrhea

•

Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit

•

Known close contact with a person who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19

•

Have not traveled to one of the identified “Hot Spots” in the past 14 days.

All screening information will be kept confidential by the school and school nurse.
Students entering school from another country, i.e., international students, must have a COVID test with results
before they enter school as well as a physical examination.

Community Events and
Large Group Gatherings
As we return to school it will be important for each parent, student and staff member to carefully assess whether
they can safely return to campus. This flow chart describes the decision making process by which individuals
should determine whether or not they or their children should stay home or return to campus.
When dealing with symptomatic staff/students on campus, procedures must include the following:
•

Students and staff with symptoms related to COVID-19 must be safely and respectfully isolated from others.

•

Students should remain in isolation with continued supervision and care until picked up by an authorized
adult within 45 minutes.

•

Continuous monitoring of symptoms by school nurse

•

Follow current State of New Jersey Communicable Disease Service guidance for illness reporting https://www.nj.gov/health/

•

If the school becomes aware that an individual who has spent time in the school tests positive for
COVID-19, school officials must immediately notify local health officials, staff, and families of a confirmed
case while maintaining confidentiality.

•

Adequate amount of personal protective equipment (PPE) available, accessible, and provided for use.
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If an employee or student becomes ill on campus, the following procedures will be observed:
•

He/she will immediately report to the nurse’s isolation room and the case form will be completed.

•

The nurse will provide them with a mask and gloves and explain that this is to help protect other employees
and students and prevent the spread of the potential virus.

•

The nurse and others attending the suspected infected person should also wear a protective mask and gloves
while working with the suspected infected person.

•

The nurse must call the local health authority and seek advice regarding transportation and location.

•

The nurse will direct the ill employee to leave work or call the parent of the student to be picked up and go
home.

•

The nurse and principal must identify persons who may have come in contact with the suspected infected
person. Unless required by the local health authority, the name of the suspected infected person should not
be provided.

•

The isolation area and suspected employee’s or student’s work area/classroom must be thoroughly cleaned
and disinfected, in addition to all other common surfaces recently touched by the employee or student.

When an individual tests positive for COVID-19, the facility should immediately notify local health officials,
staff and families of a possible or confirmed case while maintaining confidentiality. Facilities should be
prepared to provide the following information when consulting public health:
•

The identity of the person with COVID-19 or probable COVID-19 (i.e. staff, child in care, household
contact).

•

The date the person with COVID-19 or probable COVID-19 was last in the building

•

The date the person developed symptoms.

•

Types of interactions the person may have had with other persons in the building or in other locations.

•

How long their interactions were with other persons in the building.

•

If other persons in the childcare program have developed any symptoms; and

•

Any other information to assist with the determination of next steps.

•

Any screening policy must take into account students with disabilities and accommodations that may be
needed in the screening process for those students.

If St. Patrick School identifies that a confirmed case of COVID-19 has entered a school building, the following
procedures will be observed:
•

Notification & Coordination

		 •
		

Notify and coordinate with the local health department - the local health department will be abreast
of the latest required action steps and guidance for appropriate response to COVID- 019.

		

•

Coordinate with the local health department for active disease surveillance.

		

•

Notify the Diocese of Paterson Catholic Schools Office.

•

Communications

		

•

Communicate with staff, parents, and students.
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		 • Communication must maintain confidentiality of the student or staff member as required by ADA
		and FERPA.
•

Dismissal / Transition to Remote Learning

		 •
		

Be prepared for dismissal of students and staff for a 2-5 day minimum. The local health department
will likely advise an initial short-term dismissal to allow time for tracing and required cleaning.

		 •
		
		

Partial school closures are possible if affected areas are limited and can be closed off. Longer term
dismissals may be advised. Partial or full closure would apply to Aftercare. Extra-curricular
activities and events will be canceled as well in the event of required school dismissals.

		 •
		

Transition to Remote Learning for students and faculty impacted in a dismissal will be immediate for
the next school day. Students and parents will be notified of the transition via email.

Readmittance Procedures
After Recovery From COVID
Readmittance procedures for students and employees returning to school after recovering from COVID-19 will
be established in conjunction with the school nurse under guidance from the New Jersey Department of Health.
This will be done on a case-by-case basis.

Policies
Nurse’s Office
•

The school nurse will be available for all students.

•

Minor scrapes & bumps or common first-aid will temporarily be handled outside of the nurse’s office; per
normal procedures, the incident will be recorded and an assessment will be made as to whether the injury
requires greater intervention or parent contact.

•

Classrooms and the gym will be outfitted with minor first aid supplies, ice packs, and incident form surveys.

•

Visits to the nurse’s office will be reserved for students experiencing fever, flu-like symptoms, or more
severe injuries.

•

Students presenting potential COVID-19 symptoms will be separated in the isolation room until parents/
guardians can pick them up.
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Social Distancing
Social distancing is an effective way to prevent potential infection. St. Patrick School employees, students,
parents, and visitors should practice staying approximately 6 feet away from others and minimizing contact with
others.
•

Schools must allow for social distancing within the classroom to the maximum extent practicable. This can
be achieved by ensuring students are seated at least 6 feet apart and considering the flow of student traffic
around the room. Social distancing guidance will support a 3-foot radius around each student desk (from the
center), resulting in a 6 foot total distance between any two students.

•

If schools are not able to maintain this physical distance, additional modifications will be in place. These
include using physical barriers between desks and turning desks to face the same direction (rather than
facing each other) or having students sit on only one side of the table, spaced apart.

•

Students who have difficulty in exhibiting social distancing will be provided frequent prompts and
“reteaching” from classroom teachers. If the student is not able to display proper social distancing after
prompts and “reteaching”, thena parent conference with administration to discuss learning options will take
place.

•

Traffic Flow – Taped lines on the floor will mark the walking direction throughout the halls in order to
maintain the social distancing requirement of 6 feet

•

When weather allows, windows will be opened to allow for greater air circulation. Indoor environments
with recirculated air are the riskiest of environments for COVID-19 spread.

•

Minimal mixing within groups/cohorts is allowed.

•

Ad-hoc Interactions/Gatherings – Non-essential/informal meetings and visiting will be avoided.

•

Please note that social distancing should still be practiced even with the use of gloves and masks.

Face Masks
•

All face masks must be CDC approved and fully cover the nose and mouth. Appropriate face masks will be
used by all students, staff, and visitors while indoors.

•

Appropriate face masks will be used by all students, staff, and visitors while outdoors when individuals are
not able to adhere to 6 feet of social distancing.

•

Students should use parent-supplied face masks. The face mask must be solid color with no print or wording
(the only exception being the school issued face covering). The style of face covering should adhere to the
medical purpose of a face mask and should not create conditions for false temperature readings. face masks
must be secured to the head. The neck may not be covered.

•

Students will not be expected to wear face masks when engaging in physical activity or eating/drinking;
however, teachers have discretion to mandate a face mask in certain situations when outside.

•

Students should have a backup mask with them at school at all times.

•

Students may wear a face shield in addition to a face mask, but NOT in place of a face mask.
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•

Students who repeatedly refuse to adhere to the policy of wearing a face mask will be asked to learn
remotely.

•

School staff are required to wear face masks unless doing so would inhibit the individual’s health.

Hand Sanitizing and Washing
•

Hand sanitizer will be placed at building entrances and will be available for students in all classrooms.

•

In addition to regular handwashing, students, staff, and visitors will be encouraged to correctly apply hand
sanitizer when entering buildings or classrooms.

•

Students will be reminded to wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Please be sure
you are practicing good hygiene at home.

•

Students will be reminded to avoid touching their eyes, nose, and mouth.

•

Students will also be reminded to cover their mouth and nose with a tissue when they cough or sneeze and
to use the inside of their elbow.

Classrooms and Common Spaces
•

St. Patrick School staff will use signage to indicate rooms that are regularly sanitized and disinfected.

•

All teachers and students will not visit another classroom outside of their team or grade level.

•

Employees are encouraged to disinfect their own personal workspace (teacher desk, phone, etc) throughout
the day, giving special attention to commonly touched surfaces.

•

Desks will be turned to face in the same direction (rather than facing each other).

•

Students will not change classes or leave their rooms. Where applicable, teachers will change
classrooms, with students staying in the same classroom.

•

Minimal mixing within groups/cohorts is allowed if necessary per the approval of the administration

•

Hand sanitizer is provided in every classroom, in accordance with CDC guidelines.

•

Physical guides, such as tape on floors or sidewalks and signs on walls, have been provided to help ensure
that staff and students remain at least 6 feet apart in lines and at other times.

•

Interaction of students between drop-off and entrance to school facilities must be minimized.

•

Separate entrances and exits to school buildings will be utilized, where possible.

•

We have created “one-way routes” in hallways, when possible.

•

Students and staff will maintain social distancing in hallways and common areas.

•

St. Patrick School has put signage around school buildings to provide hygiene advice and reminders
(CDC offers printable resources and handwashing posters).

•

St. Patrick School and its staff and custodial team will increase the frequency of cleaning all surfaces,
including walls (to the appropriate height based on age of students).
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•

When possible, we have installed physical barriers, such as sneeze guards and partitions, particularly in
areas where it is difficult for individuals to remain at least 6 feet apart.

•

St. Patrick School will limit the number of students in the hallway at the same time by staggering release
times from classrooms.

Other Considerations:
•

When possible, we will ensure adequate supplies are available to minimize sharing of high touch materials
to the extent possible.

•

St. Patrick School will work with staff and students to avoid sharing electronic devices, toys, books,
and other games or learning aids, or thoroughly clean and disinfect between use.

•

Each child’s belongings must be separated from others’ and in individually labeled containers.

•

St. Patrick School is working to increase the circulation of outdoor air as much as possible, for example,
by opening windows and doors. Windows and doors will not be open if doing so poses a safety or health
risk (e.g., risk of falling, triggering asthma symptoms) to children using the facility.

•

The faculty will build in the practice of handwashing throughout the day, especially during transition
times, etc.

Facilities Cleaning
The safety of our students and employees are our first priority. Upon reopening, our school will have been
completely cleaned and disinfected and we will continue to adhere to all necessary safety precautions.
In addition to the deep clean of the office and all school classrooms and buildings before employees and
students return, the cleaning steps outlined below are to be taken to disinfect workplace surfaces, chairs,
tables, etc. to protect employees and students and reduce the risk of spread of infection. We will require
employees to maintain this safety standard by continuously cleaning and disinfecting based on the frequency
stated below. Deep cleaning is triggered when an active employee or student is identified as positive for
COVID-19 based on testing.

Category

Area

Workspaces

Classrooms, Offices

Appliances

Refrigerators, Microwaves, Coffee
Machines

General Used
Objects

Handles, Light Switches, Sinks,
Restrooms

Common Areas

Cafeteria, Library, Conference
Rooms, Gym, Other Common Areas

Frequency
At the end of each use/day
Daily
Several times a day; between any groups
At the end of each use/day; between groups
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Cleaning & Disinfecting
•

Commonly-touched surfaces will be sanitized multiple times a day by teachers and maintenance staff. At no
time will students be asked or allowed to clean surfaces.

•

CDC-approved cleaners will be used every night in all classrooms, restrooms, offices, and other common
spaces.

•

High traffic areas such as offices or other spaces will have their own cleaning protocol in accordance with
CDC guidelines and as appropriate

Signage
Signage similar to the images below will be placed throughout the offices and school.

Bus Drivers/Bus Protocols
Schools will follow the protocols outlined by the local district providing busing.
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Communication With Families
To stay updated on the most current information:
•

Teachers, students, and parents need to check their email often and ensure that their email address is up-todate.

•

Visit the school website under https://st-pats-school.org/nurse.

•

Follow St. Patrick School’s social media platforms at the following links:

		a. Facebook: @spschathamnj
		b. Instagram: @spschathamnj
		c. Twitter: @spschathamnj
•

Utilize the Rediker Parent Portal Student Information System.

•

Watch for messages in the form of texts and emails from the Instant Alert System. Please be sure your
contact information is up to date and each family has at least 2 emergency contacts listed.

Catholic Identity
“An education in the fullness of humanity should be the defining feature of Catholic schools.”
-Pope Francis
Catholic schools have a two-fold charge: providing an education that is academically excellent and one that
is deeply rooted in Catholic identity. There will be intentional Catholic values infused across all grade levels
and all subject matters throughout the school year at St. Patrick School. Participation in liturgy and prayer will
continue to be encouraged for both traditional face-to-face and remote settings. Service learning opportunities
will remain a priority in our school.

Daily Prayer
Daily prayer will take place in the classroom at the start of each day. To conclude the in-person instruction each
day, all classes will participate in a whole-school prayer live stream from their classrooms.

Mass
•

School Mass will continue to be one morning each week for individual classes (Kindergarten through Grade
8) and monthly whole-school masses. This will be phased in as the Parish availability increases.

•

Only one grade level will attend the monthly school Mass in the church in coordination with St. Patrick
Parish.

•

All grade levels will have Mass live streamed to the classroom and it will be available to parents at home.

•

Each grade level will attend Mass on a rotating schedule.
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Academics
St. Patrick School’s goal is to design flexible instructional plans that work best in both traditional and remote
environments.
The school will utilize Google’s Education Suite core services, IXL, and other online platforms/tools deemed
appropriate by the administration and the Diocese of Paterson Catholic Schools Office to conduct meaningful
teaching and learning. Parents or guardians and students should continue to review their email regularly.
eLearning platforms utilized by St. Patrick School are understood to be for school and educational use only.
The use of these platforms for any other purpose without written consent from St. Patrick School is prohibited.
Failure to comply with this directive may result in disciplinary action.
Students and parents may not record, screenshot, share, re-post, or otherwise capture or disseminate
digital content created via any of these platforms, unless specifically authorized by the St. Patrick School
administration. Only representatives of the school may capture or post such content. Failure to comply with this
directive may result in disciplinary action.

Attendance Policy
•

Traditional School Setting: Attendance policy will follow the stated policy in the Parent Student
Handbook.

•

Combination(Hybrid/Blended) School Setting: After leaving traditional instruction at 12:15PM, students
will then continue school through virtual instruction (synchronous or asynchronous) with their teacher.
Students are required to log in and attend live classes and/or complete assignments found in Google
Classroom to be marked for a full day of school. If your child does not attend classes or is not logged on to
complete assignments they will be marked as absent for that part of the day.

•

Non-Traditional (Remote) School Setting: Students are required to log in and attend live classes and/or
complete assignments found in Google Classroom to be marked for a full day of school. If your child does
not attend classes or is not logged on to complete assignments they will be marked as absent for that part of
the day.

•

If you are having technical issues which impact your eLearning attendance/participation:

		

•

Attempt to reconnect to class or restart the program or device.

		

•

Try using another device (phone, tablet, Chromebook, etc.).

		 •
		

If your issue persists, email the teacher as soon as possible. If the teacher has not yet arrived or 		
appears to be having technical issues:

				 •
				

Stay on video but go on mute and check email. Continue working if possible. Look for an 		
email with instructions from your teacher.

				

If the teacher is not on within 15 minutes, disconnect and email the teacher.

•
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Grading Policy
The full grading policy is located in the Parent Student handbook. Key items have been summarized below.
•

To receive credit for the courses for this school year students are expected to complete the assignments.

•

The deadline for online assignments will be the next day on Google Classroom prior to the start of the next
school day at 7:30 AM.

•

Assignments that are submitted after 48 hours of the due date and time will not receive credit.

•

Any missing assignments past the due date will either be marked as incomplete or not receive full credit.

•

In Pre-K through Grade 8, teachers will reach out to students and parents/guardians one time regarding
missing assignments. If the assignment is not completed then it will be marked as incomplete.

•

In Grades 4-8, parents/guardians are responsible to check the Parent Portal gradebook several times a week
to monitor student participation and assignment completion.

•

Students with an Individual Service Plan (ISP) and the parent will be contacted by the teacher will
accommodations and modifications to assignments.

Homework vs. Virtual Instruction
Homework is not the same as online instruction. Homework is a review of a concept or skill on which you
have already received instruction. Teachers will be assigning homework for students to complete. Homework
assignments that are not turned in the next day will be counted as missing.
Virtual learning is the introduction or continuation of new instructional content. In a combination (blended/
hybrid) or non-traditional school setting, students will attend school part or all of the day through the eLearning
platform. This may include but is not limited to live video instruction, pre-recorded instruction, or instructional
assignments for students to complete at home independently and turn in online by 7:30 AM the next morning
(unless another deadline is otherwise stated).

Technology
•

We will be a fully 1:1 school from PreK3 to Grade 8. We have purchased additional Chromebooks and
tablets for our students.

•

Chromebooks/Tablets will be sent home each day to be charged at home. Students MUST bring a fully
charged device to school each day in order to fully participate in learning. If the device does not come
to school and/or is not charged, a call home will NOT be made. The student will lose credit for any
instructional activities completed during the traditional school setting portion of the day.

•

Sanitation guidelines for technology and devices will be communicated to all faculty and students.

•

Students and faculty are expected to abide by all technology policies and procedures found in the Parent
Student Handbook
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•

All students and parents must complete the G Suite for Education Waiver Form, Acceptable Use Policy and
Chromebook/Tablet Agreement Form prior to starting school.

To facilitate eLearning in a combination or non-traditional school setting, the following protocols will be in
place:
•

Students must have an appropriate avatar that does not include their face or identifying information of any
student at St. Patrick School.

•

When attending live digital classes, ensure that student video is on (instead of only displaying an avatar) and
your microphone is muted.

•

Should be in compliance with the school uniform from the waist up and be seated at a table or desk.

•

No siblings or pets on camera.

•

No greenscreen backgrounds.

•

Background of your video should be appropriate for viewing by school community.

•

No eating/drinking, texting, phone usage, or instant messaging during class.

•

Do not bring up non-academic topics or have side conversations (verbal or typed) while the teacher is
talking.

•

Review email daily.

•

In a combined or traditional school setting, school-issued device must be taken home to be charged and •
returned the next morning on a daily basis.

•

Students must be in their appropriate school uniform.

Grading Policy
The full grading policy is located in the Parent Student handbook. Key items have been summarized below.
•

To receive credit for the courses for this school year students are expected to complete the assignments.

•

The deadline for online assignments will be the next day on Google Classroom prior to the start of the next
school day at 7:30 AM.

•

Assignments that are submitted after 48 hours of the due date and time will not receive credit.

•

Any missing assignments past the due date will either be marked as incomplete or not receive full credit.

•

In Pre-K through Grade 8, teachers will reach out to students and parents/guardians one time regarding
missing assignments. If the assignment is not completed then it will be marked as incomplete.

•

In Grades 4-8, parents/guardians are responsible to check the Parent Portal gradebook several times a week
to monitor student participation and assignment completion.

•

Students with an Individual Service Plan (ISP) and the parent will be contacted by the teacher will
accommodations and modifications to assignments.
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Non-Traditional (Remote) School Setting
In the event that the school has to transition to remote learning in 2020-2021, we will follow the guidelines
below for receiving and returning student work:
•

The school will continue to use Google Classroom.

•

The expectation is that St.Patrick School will provide daily online virtual instruction for all students when
fully remote.

•

Google Meet is our online component to help deliver daily live and instruction from the classroom teacher.

•

Sending packets home for students is not permitted, however, families will need to print some items.

In accordance with NJ State Department of Education guidelines, parents have a bi-annual option (first and
second marking period and then third and fourth marking period) to choose remote learning for the student.
Parents will be asked to choose remote learning in August and January. Attendance dates will be announced
on the school calendar. Students who have chosen remote learning for any part of the school year may not
participate in school athletic teams and/or extra-curricular activities and events.

Once remote is chosen, the student must remain in remote learning until the end of the second
marking period or the fourth marking period. However, at any point in the year, a parent
may decide to switch a student to remote learning with the understanding that the student
may not switch back to the blended setting until the end of the second or fourth marking
period respectfully.

RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN • 22

Enrichment Activities And Events
Activities and Events
St. Patrick School will limit extracurricular activities during the first marking period and beyond.
•

Adhere to all applicable social distancing requirements and hygiene protocol during any extracurricular
activities.

•

Maximize the use of technology and online resources to continue some extra-curricular activities without
additional person-to-person contact.

•

Restrict use of school facilities to school-sponsored extracurricular activities and groups.

•

Cleaning/disinfecting schedule may not allow for in-person gatherings outside school hours.

•

Once the building is vacated no one may return until school reopens the next day.

Athletics
•

We will follow state, local, and Diocesan guidelines for our athletics programs.

•

At this time, it is unclear whether outdoor contact sports or indoor sports will be allowed.

•

In the event that any sports programs are not permitted, we will advocate for a postponement of the season
as opposed to an all-out cancellation to the extent possible.

Field Trips & Off Campus Projects
All off campus trips will be suspended or postponed until further notice.
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