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1. The joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the men of this age, 

especially those who are poor or in any way afflicted, these are the joys and hopes, 

the griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ. Indeed, nothing genuinely 

human fails to raise an echo in their hearts. For theirs is a community composed of 

men. United in Christ, they are led by the Holy Spirit in their journey to the 

Kingdom of their Father and they have welcomed the news of salvation which is 

meant for every man. That is why this community realizes that it is truly linked 

with mankind and its history by the deepest of bonds. 

 

2. Hence this Second Vatican Council, having probed more profoundly into the 

mystery of the Church, now addresses itself without hesitation, not only to the sons 

of the Church and to all who invoke the name of Christ, but to the whole of 

humanity. For the council yearns to explain to everyone how it conceives of the 

presence and activity of the Church in the world of today. 

 

3. Though mankind is stricken with wonder at its own discoveries and its power, it 

often raises anxious questions about the current trend of the world, about the place 

and role of man in the universe, about the meaning of its individual and collective 

strivings, and about the ultimate destiny of reality and of humanity. Hence, giving 

witness and voice to the faith of the whole people of God gathered together by 

Christ (is what the document seeks to do!)  

 

4. To carry out such a task, the Church has always had the duty of scrutinizing the 

signs of the times and of interpreting them in the light of the Gospel. Thus, in 

language intelligible to each generation, she can respond to the perennial questions 

which men ask about this present life and the life to come, and about the 

relationship of the one to the other. We must therefore recognize and understand 

the world in which we live, its explanations, its longings, and its often dramatic 

characteristics.  

 



While man extends his power in every direction, he does not always succeed in 

subjecting it to his own welfare.  

Never has the human race enjoyed such an abundance of wealth, resources and 

economic power, and yet a huge proportion of the worlds citizens are still 

tormented by hunger and poverty, while countless numbers suffer from total 

illiteracy. Never before has man had so keen an understanding of freedom, yet at 

the same time new forms of social and psychological slavery make their 

appearance…political, social, economic, racial and ideological disputes still 

continue bitterly, and with them the peril of a war which would reduce everything 

to ashes. 

 

5. (The) scientific spirit has a new kind of impact on the cultural sphere and on 

modes of thought. Technology is now transforming the face of the earth, and is 

already trying to master outer space…Advances in biology, psychology, and the 

social sciences not only bring men hope of improved self-knowledge; in 

conjunction with technical methods, they are helping men exert direct influence on 

the life of social groups. 

At the same time, the human race is giving steadily-increasing thought to 

forecasting and regulating its own population growth. 

 

6. By this very circumstance, the traditional local communities such as families, 

clans, tribes, villages, various groups and associations stemming from social 

contacts, experience more thorough changes every day. (Social Media, ease of 

movement, immigration, city living…etc) 

 

7. A change in attitudes and in human structures frequently calls accepted values 

into question…growing numbers of people are abandoning religion in practice… 

(Atheists) influence literature, the arts, the interpretation of the humanities and of 

history and civil laws themselves. As a consequence, many people are shaken. 

 



8. (Problems at the individual level; biological –between men and women; racial 

level; economic level).  What results is mutual distrust, enmities, conflicts and 

hardships. Of such is man at once the cause and the victim. 

 

9. Meanwhile the conviction grows not only that humanity can and should 

increasingly consolidate its control over creation, but even more, that it devolves 

on humanity to establish a political, social and economic order which will 

growingly serve man and help individuals as well as groups to affirm and develop 

the dignity proper to them. 

As a result many persons are quite aggressively demanding those benefits of which 

with vivid awareness they judge themselves to be deprived either through 

injustice or unequal distribution…Still, beneath all these demands lies a deeper 

and more widespread longing: persons and societies thirst for a full and free life 

worthy of man; one in which they can subject to their own welfare all that the 

modern world can offer them so abundantly. 

The modern world shows itself at once powerful and weak, capable of the noblest 

deeds or the foulest; before it lies the path to freedom or to slavery, to progress or 

retreat, to brotherhood or hatred.  

 

10. The truth is that the imbalances under which the modern world labors are 

linked with that more basic imbalance which is rooted in the heart of man…as a 

weak and sinful being, he often does what he would not, and fails to do what he 

would. (so our world devolves into ‘every man for himself.’) 

Nevertheless, in the face of the modern development of the world, the number 

constantly swells of the people who raise the most basic questions or recognize 

them with a new sharpness: what is man? (ongoing search for the meaning of life) 

(Church teaches that this meaning is to be found in Christ Jesus) 

 

11. The People of God believes that it is led by the Lord's Spirit, Who fills the 

earth. Motivated by this faith, it labors to decipher authentic signs of God's 

presence and purpose in the happenings, needs and desires in which this People has 



a part along with other men of our age…Thus the mission of the Church will show 

its religious, and by that very fact, its supremely human character. 

 

Chapter 1: The Dignity of the Human Person 

 

12. According to the almost unanimous opinion of believers and unbelievers alike, 

all things on earth should be related to man as their center and crown. 

 

But what is man? (Created by God in his image and likeness, created for 

cooperation with neighbor) 

 

13. Although he was made by God in a state of holiness, from the very onset of his 

history man abused his liberty, at the urging of the Evil One. Man set himself 

against God and sought to attain his goal apart from God. Although they knew 

God, they did not glorify Him as God, but their senseless minds were darkened and 

they served the creature rather than the Creator (ongoing human struggle between 

good and evil, even at the ontological level). 

 

14. Though made of body and soul, man is one…For this reason man is not 

allowed to despise his bodily life, rather he is obliged to regard his body as good 

and honorable since God has created it and will raise it up on the last day. 

Nevertheless, wounded by sin, man experiences rebellious stirrings in his body. 

But the very dignity of man postulates that man glorify God in his body and forbid 

it to serve the evil inclinations of his heart. 

 

15. Man judges rightly that by his intellect he surpasses the material universe, for 

he shares in the light of the divine mind. By relentlessly employing his talents 

through the ages he has indeed made progress in the practical sciences and in 

technology and the liberal arts. In our times he has won superlative victories, 

especially in his probing of the material world and in subjecting it to himself. (but 

intelligence is not just scientific, it is also spiritual/theological). 



16. In the depths of his conscience, man detects a law which he does not impose 

upon himself, but which holds him to obedience. Always summoning him to love 

good and avoid evil, the voice of conscience when necessary speaks to his heart: 

do this, shun that. For man has in his heart a law written by God; to obey it is the 

very dignity of man; according to it he will be judged. (talks about the conscience) 

  

17. Only in freedom can man direct himself toward goodness…authentic freedom 

is an exceptional sign of the divine image within man...man's dignity demands that 

he act according to a knowing and free choice that is personally motivated and 

prompted from within, not under blind internal impulse nor by mere external 

pressure. (excellence, not indifference) 

 

18. It is in the face of death that the riddle a human existence grows most acute.  

Although the mystery of death utterly beggars the imagination, the Church has 

been taught by divine revelation and firmly teaches that man has been created by 

God for a blissful purpose beyond the reach of earthly misery. In addition, that 

bodily death from which man would have been immune had he not sinned will be 

vanquished, according to the Christian faith, when man who was ruined by his own 

doing is restored to wholeness by an almighty and merciful Saviour. 

 

19. The root reason for human dignity lies in man's call to communion with God. 

From the very circumstance of his origin man is already invited to converse with 

God. (Humans are called to relationship with God; atheism violates us to the core) 

Undeniably, those who willfully shut out God from their hearts and try to dodge 

religious questions are not following the dictates of their consciences, and hence 

are not free of blame; yet believers themselves frequently bear some responsibility 

for this situation.  

 

20. Modern atheism often takes on a systematic expression which, in addition to 

other causes, stretches the desires for human independence to such a point that it 

poses difficulties against any kind of dependence on God. (we don’t need God) 

 



21. In her loyal devotion to God and men, the Church has already repudiated and 

cannot cease repudiating, sorrowfully but as firmly as possible, those poisonous 

doctrines and actions which contradict reason and the common experience of 

humanity, and dethrone man from his native excellence. (The Church must present 

the truth about God, lead people back to belief) 

 

22. The truth is that only in the mystery of the incarnate Word does the mystery of 

man take on light.  

(Christ) merited for us life by the free shedding of His own blood. In Him God 

reconciled us to Himself and among ourselves… By suffering for us He not only 

provided us with an example for our imitation, He blazed a trail, and if we follow 

it, life and death are made holy and take on a new meaning. 

(The Church is our means of receiving the grace to become the people we are 

called to be.) 

 

Chapter 2: The Community of Mankind 

 

23. Brotherly dialogue among men does not reach its perfection on the level of 

technical progress, but on the deeper level of interpersonal relationships. These 

demand a mutual respect for the full spiritual dignity of the person. Christian 

revelation contributes greatly to the promotion of this communion between 

persons. 

 

24. God, Who has fatherly concern for everyone, has willed that all men should 

constitute one family and treat one another in a spirit of brotherhood. (Love God, 

Love Neighbor) 

 

25. Man's social nature makes it evident that the progress of the human person and 

the advance of society itself hinge on one another. (Save the cheerleader, save the 

World!) 



26. Every social group must take account of the needs and legitimate aspirations of 

other groups, and even of the general welfare of the entire human family. 

There must be made available to all men everything necessary for leading a life 

truly human, such as food, clothing, and shelter; the right to choose a state of life 

freely and to found a family, the right to education, to employment, to a good 

reputation, to respect, to appropriate information, to activity in accord with the 

upright norm of one's own conscience, to protection of privacy and rightful 

freedom even in matters religious. 

 

27. Everyone must consider his every neighbor without exception as another self, 

taking into account first of all His life and the means necessary to living it with 

dignity, so as not to imitate the rich man who had no concern for the poor man 

Lazarus. (every situation that acts against human life/dignity must be rejected and 

fought against) 

 

28. Respect and love ought to be extended also to those who think or act 

differently than we do in social, political and even religious matters. In fact, the 

more deeply we come to understand their ways of thinking through such courtesy 

and love, the more easily will we be able to enter into dialogue with them. 

 

29. Since all men possess a rational soul and are created in God's likeness, since 

they have the same nature and origin, have been redeemed by Christ and enjoy the 

same divine calling and destiny, the basic equality of all must receive increasingly 

greater recognition. (equality in dignity… not physically!) 

 

30. It grows increasingly true that the obligations of justice and love are fulfilled 

only if each person, contributing to the common good, according to his own 

abilities and the needs of others, also promotes and assists the public and private 

institutions dedicated to bettering the conditions of human life. (we are our 

brothers’ keeper) 

 



31. (we need education and freedom to know what dignity looks like, and to be 

able to live it out.  Problems arise when people are denied one or both) 

 

32. As God did not create man for life in isolation, but for the formation of social 

unity. (God saves us not individually, but as a community) 

This He did through His Body, which is the Church. There everyone, as members 

one of the other, would render mutual service according to the different gifts 

bestowed on each. 

This solidarity must be constantly increased until that day on which it will be 

brought to perfection. Then, saved by grace, men will offer flawless glory to God 

as a family beloved of God and of Christ their Brother. 

 

Chapter 3: Man’s Activity Throughout the World 

 

33. With the help of science and technology, (mankind) has extended his mastery 

over nearly the whole of nature and continues to do so. Thanks to increased 

opportunities for many kinds of social contact among nations, the human family is 

gradually recognizing that it comprises a single world community and is making 

itself so. Hence many benefits once looked for, especially from heavenly powers, 

man has now enterprisingly procured for himself. 

 

34. Throughout the course of the centuries, men have labored to better the 

circumstances of their lives through a monumental amount of individual and 

collective effort. To believers, this point is settled: considered in itself, this human 

activity accords with God's will.  (technology and science are not ‘anti-God.’) 

 

35. Human activity…is ordered toward man. For when a man works he not only 

alters things and society, he develops himself as well. He learns much, he 

cultivates his resources, he goes outside of himself and beyond himself. Rightly 

understood this kind of growth is of greater value than any external riches which 

can be garnered. A man is more precious for what he is than for what he has.   



36. Now many of our contemporaries seem to fear that a closer bond between 

human activity and religion will work against the independence of men, of 

societies, or of the sciences (but this is not the case, and we need to show it!) 

 

37. Sacred Scripture teaches the human family what the experience of the ages 

confirms: that while human progress is a great advantage to man, it brings with it a 

strong temptation. For when the order of values is jumbled and bad is mixed with 

the good, individuals and groups pay heed solely to their own interests, and not to 

those of others. Thus it happens that the world ceases to be a place of true 

brotherhood. In our own day, the magnified power of humanity threatens to 

destroy the race itself. 

 

38. To those who believe in divine love, (Christ) gives assurance that the way of 

love lies open to men and that the effort to establish a universal brotherhood is not 

a hopeless one. He cautions them at the same time that this charity is not 

something to be reserved for important matters, but must be pursued chiefly in the 

ordinary circumstances of life. (And the Church, sacraments, charisms are given to 

us so that we can grow into this perfect brotherhood with one another) 

 

39. We do not know the time for the consummation of the earth and of humanity, 

nor do we know how all things will be transformed. (our ultimate destination is 

heaven; let us always remember that as we are dealing with the world) 

Chapter 4: The Role of the Church in the Modern World 

 

40. Everything we have said about the dignity of the human person, and about the 

human community and the profound meaning of human activity, lays the 

foundation for the relationship between the Church and the world, and provides the 

basis for dialogue between them. (review of L. Gentium and S. Concilium!)  

 

41. Since it has been entrusted to the Church to reveal the mystery of God, Who is 

the ultimate goal of man, she opens up to man at the same time the meaning of his 

own existence, that is, the innermost truth about himself. The Church truly knows 



that only God, Whom she serves, meets the deepest longings of the human heart, 

which is never fully satisfied by what this world has to offer. (so the Church 

doesn’t have to change!  We need to allow her to change us!!!) 

 

42.  Christ, to be sure, gave His Church no proper mission in the political, 

economic or social order. The purpose which He set before her is a religious one.  

But out of this religious mission itself come a function, a light and an energy which 

can serve to structure and consolidate the human community according to the 

divine law.  (the Church’s mission is saving souls; she can and does use the things 

of this world to bring it about). 

 

43. This council exhorts Christians, as citizens of two cities, to strive to discharge 

their earthly duties conscientiously and in response to the Gospel spirit. They are 

mistaken who, knowing that we have here no abiding city but seek one which is to 

come, think that they may therefore shirk their earthly responsibilities. For they are 

forgetting that by the faith itself they are more obliged than ever to measure up to 

these duties, each according to his proper vocation.  (LONG conversation on the 

role and duties of Christians in the social order!) 

 

44. Just as it is in the world's interest to acknowledge the Church as an historical 

reality, and to recognize her good influence, so the Church herself knows how 

richly she has profited by the history and development of humanity.  

 

45. While helping the world and receiving many benefits from it, the Church has a 

single intention: that God's kingdom may come, and that the salvation of the 

whole human race may come to pass.  

Part 2 

46. There are a number of particularly urgent needs characterizing the present age, 

needs which go to the roots of the human race. To a consideration of these in the 

light of the Gospel and of human experience, the council would now direct the 

attention of all. 

Chapter 1: Fostering the Nobility of Marriage and the Family 



47. The well-being of the individual person and of human and Christian society is 

intimately linked with the healthy condition of that community produced by 

marriage and family.  

Yet the excellence of this institution is not everywhere reflected with equal 

brilliance, since polygamy, the plague of divorce, so-called free love and other 

disfigurements have an obscuring effect. In addition, married love is too often 

profaned by excessive self-love, the worship of pleasure and illicit practices 

against human generation. Moreover, serious disturbances are caused in families 

by modern economic conditions, by influences at once social and psychological, 

and by the demands of civil society. Finally, in certain parts of the world problems 

resulting from population growth are generating concern. 

 

48. The intimate partnership of married life and love has been established by the 

Creator and qualified by His laws, and is rooted in the conjugal covenant of 

irrevocable personal consent…As a mutual gift of two persons, this intimate union 

and the good of the children impose total fidelity on the spouses and argue for an 

unbreakable oneness between them. (Spouses, children, the grace of the Sacrament 

help sanctify the family, and the society). 

 

49. The biblical Word of God several times urges the betrothed and the married to 

nourish and develop their wedlock by pure conjugal love and undivided affection. 

This love is an eminently human one since it is directed from one person to another 

through an affection of the will; it involves the good of the whole person, and 

therefore can enrich the expressions of body and mind with a unique dignity, 

ennobling these expressions as special ingredients and signs of the friendship 

distinctive of marriage. (It reflects to the world the love God has for us) 

 

50. Marriage and conjugal love are by their nature ordained toward the begetting 

and educating of children. Children are really the supreme gift of marriage and 

contribute very substantially to the welfare of their parents…while not making the 

other purposes of matrimony of less account, the true practice of conjugal love, and 

the whole meaning of the family life which results from it, have this aim: that the 

couple be ready with stout hearts to cooperate with the love of the Creator and the 



Savior. Who through them will enlarge and enrich His own family day by day. (it 

is the vocation of marriage to have children!  However…) 

Marriage to be sure is not instituted solely for procreation; rather, its very nature as 

an unbreakable compact between persons, and the welfare of the children, both 

demand that the mutual love of the spouses be embodied in a rightly ordered 

manner, that it grow and ripen. Therefore, marriage persists as a whole manner and 

communion of life, and maintains its value and indissolubility, even when despite 

the often intense desire of the couple, offspring are lacking. 

 

51. This council realizes that certain modern conditions often keep couples from 

arranging their married lives harmoniously. (that it is hard to be open to life.) 

To these problems there are those who presume to offer dishonorable solutions 

indeed; they do not recoil even from the taking of life. But the Church issues the 

reminder that a true contradiction cannot exist between the divine laws pertaining 

to the transmission of life and those pertaining to authentic conjugal love. 

From the moment of its conception life must be guarded with the greatest care 

while abortion and infanticide are unspeakable crimes…sons of the Church may 

not undertake methods of birth control which are found blameworthy by the 

teaching authority of the Church in its unfolding of the divine law. 

All should be persuaded that human life and the task of transmitting it are not 

realities bound up with this world alone. Hence they cannot be measured or 

perceived only in terms of it, but always have a bearing on the eternal destiny of 

men. 

 

52. If (the family) is to achieve the full flowering of its life and mission, it needs 

the kindly communion of minds and the joint deliberation of spouses, as well as the 

painstaking cooperation of parents in the education of their children. (it’s the job of 

both parents!) 

Those too who are skilled in other sciences, notably the medical, biological, social 

and psychological, can considerably advance the welfare of marriage and the 

family along with peace of conscience if by pooling their efforts they labor to 

explain more thoroughly the various conditions favoring a proper regulation of 

births.  (all of us need to work together to help families flourish.) 



Chapter 2: The Proper Development of Culture 

 

53. Man comes to a true and full humanity only through culture, that is through the 

cultivation of the goods and values of nature. Wherever human life is involved, 

therefore, nature and culture are quite intimately connected one with the other. 

Section 1:  The Circumstances of Culture in the World Today 

 

54. The circumstances of the life of modern man have been so profoundly changed 

in their social and cultural aspects, that we can speak of a new age of human 

history. (The world is a much smaller place now… and that was in 1967!) 

 

55. From day to day, in every group or nation, there is an increase in the number of 

men and women who are conscious that they themselves are the authors and the 

artisans of the culture of their community…Thus we are witnesses of the birth of a 

new humanism, one in which man is defined first of all by this responsibility to his 

brothers and to history. 

 

56. In these conditions, it is no cause of wonder that man, who senses his 

responsibility for the progress of culture, nourishes a high hope but also looks with 

anxiety upon many contradictory things which he must resolve (The past vs the 

Future; wisdom of ancestors vs the modern world.  How can the Church help?) 

Section 2: Some Principles for the Proper Development of Culture 

 

57. Christians, on pilgrimage toward the heavenly city, should seek and think of 

these things which are above. This duty in no way decreases, rather it increases, the 

importance of their obligation to work with all men in the building of a more 

human world (our Faith is of utmost importance especially in the face of 

technological advances and scientific discoveries). 

 



58. The Church, living in various circumstances in the course of time, has used the 

discoveries of different cultures so that in her preaching she might spread and 

explain the message of Christ to all nations, that she might examine it and more 

deeply understand it, that she might give it better expression in liturgical 

celebration and in the varied life of the community of the faithful. (The Church is 

universal in all cultures… but the Church is its own culture!) 

 

59. For the above reasons, the Church recalls to the mind of all that culture is to be 

subordinated to the integral perfection of the human person, to the good of the 

community and of the whole society. (Cultures must be respected, insofar as they 

help people get close to God, but they are not the ends in and of themselves) 

Section 3: Some more urgent duties of Christians in Regard to Culture 

 

60. It is now possible to free most of humanity from the misery of ignorance. 

Therefore the duty most consonant with our times, especially for Christians, is that 

of working diligently for fundamental decisions to be taken in economic and 

political affairs, both on the national and international level which will everywhere 

recognize and satisfy the right of all to a human and social culture in conformity 

with the dignity of the human person without any discrimination of race, sex, 

nation, religion or social condition. (Everyone has a right to participate in the 

building of the Culture and society.  Education, work, working conditions, etc) 

 

61. Today it is more difficult to form a synthesis of the various disciplines of 

knowledge and the arts than it was formerly…Nevertheless it remains each man's 

duty to retain an understanding of the whole human person in which the values of 

intellect, will, conscience and fraternity are preeminent. These values are all rooted 

in God the Creator and have been wonderfully restored and elevated in Christ. (this 

is achieved through family structures, education, leisure) 

 

62. Although the Church has contributed much to the development of culture, 

experience shows that, for circumstantial reasons, it is sometimes difficult to 

harmonize culture with Christian teaching. These difficulties do not necessarily 

harm the life of faith, rather they can stimulate the mind to a deeper and more 



accurate understanding of the faith. (we have to keep growing and learning, and 

letting others grow and learn from our contributions as well) 

 

Chapter 3: Economic and Social Life 

 

63. In the economic and social realms, too, the dignity and complete vocation of 

the human person and the welfare of society as a whole are to be respected and 

promoted. For man is the source, the center, and the purpose of all economic and 

social life. (but are not to let economic concerns dominate our lives) 

Section 1:  Economic Development 

 

64. Technical progress, an inventive spirit, an eagerness to create and to expand 

enterprises, the application of methods of production, and the strenuous efforts of 

all who engage in production—in a word, all the elements making for such 

development—must be promoted. The fundamental finality of this production is 

not the mere increase of products nor profit or control but rather the service of 

man, and indeed of the whole man with regard for the full range of his material 

needs and the demands of his intellectual, moral, spiritual, and religious life; this 

applies to every man whatsoever and to every group of men, of every race and of 

every part of the world. 

 

65. Economic development must remain under man's determination and must not 

be left to the judgment of a few men or groups possessing too much economic 

power or of the political community alone or of certain more powerful nations.  

Citizens should remember that it is their right and duty, which is also to be 

recognized by the civil authority, to contribute to the true progress of their own 

community according to their ability. 

 

66. To satisfy the demands of justice and equity, strenuous efforts must be made, 

without disregarding the rights of persons or the natural qualities of each country, 

to remove as quickly as possible the immense economic inequalities, which now 

exist and in many cases are growing and which are connected with individual and 



social discrimination.  (In a special way we must take care of the poor and 

marginalized, so that they are not excluded from participation in the economy) 

Section 2: Certain Principles Governing Socio-Economic Life as a Whole 

 

67. Human labor which is expended in the production and exchange of goods or in 

the performance of economic services is superior to the other elements of 

economic life, for the latter have only the nature of tools. (Human labor is a good.  

It allows people to have the sense of accomplishment, and to earn a living. There 

are certain rights and responsibilities that must be taken into consideration). 

 

68. In economic enterprises it is persons who are joined together, that is, free and 

independent human beings created to the image of God. Therefore, with attention 

to the functions of each—owners or employers, management or labor—and 

without doing harm to the necessary unity of management, the active sharing of all 

in the administration and profits of these enterprises in ways to be properly 

determined is to be promoted. 

Among the basic rights of the human person is to be numbered the right of freely 

founding unions for working people. (these unions are to support the workers, but 

to do settle disputes in a peaceful manner). 

 

69. God intended the earth with everything contained in it for the use of all human 

beings and peoples. Thus, under the leadership of justice and in the company of 

charity, created goods should be in abundance for all in like manner…man should 

regard the external things that he legitimately possesses not only as his own but 

also as common in the sense that they should be able to benefit not only him but 

also others. On the other hand, the right of having a share of earthly goods 

sufficient for oneself and one's family belongs to everyone. (private property) 

 

70. Investments, for their part, must be directed toward procuring employment and 

sufficient income for the people both now and in the future. (we cannot exploit 

others in order to make money for ourselves.  We must be mindful of what we do).  



71. Private property or some ownership of external goods confers on everyone a 

sphere wholly necessary for the autonomy of the person and the family, and it 

should be regarded as an extension of human freedom. Lastly, since it adds 

incentives for carrying on one's function and charge, it constitutes one of the 

conditions for civil liberties.  

By its very nature private property has a social quality which is based on the law of 

the common destination of earthly goods.  If this social quality is overlooked, 

property often becomes an occasion of passionate desires for wealth and serious 

disturbances, so that a pretext is given to the attackers for calling the right itself 

into question.  (private property is not to be used to exploit others) 

 

72. Christians who take an active part in present-day socio-economic development 

and fight for justice and charity should be convinced that they can make a great 

contribution to the prosperity of mankind and to the peace of the world. (we are 

called to support these legitimate efforts). 

 

Chapter 4: The Life of the Political Community   

 

73. The present keener sense of human dignity has given rise in many parts of the 

world to attempts to bring about a politico-juridical order which will give better 

protection to the rights of the person in public life. These include the right freely to 

meet and form associations, the right to express one's own opinion and to profess 

one's religion both publicly and privately. The protection of the rights of a person 

is indeed a necessary condition so that citizens, individually or collectively, can 

take an active part in the life and government of the state. (but religious freedom 

must be protected, and the promotion of the common good must be the goal.) 

 

74. Men, families and the various groups which make up the civil community are 

aware that they cannot achieve a truly human life by their own unaided efforts… 

For this purpose they set up a political community according to various forms. The 

political community exists, consequently, for the sake of the common good, in 

which it finds its full justification and significance, and the source of its inherent 

legitimacy. Indeed, the common good embraces the sum of those conditions of the 



social life whereby men, families and associations more adequately and readily 

may attain their own perfection. (people need to be free to choose their leaders, 

common good must be the responsibility of the leaders, they must not abuse or 

oppress their citizens). 

 

75. All citizens should be mindful of the right and also the duty to use their free 

vote to further the common good. The Church praises and esteems the work of 

those who for the good of men devote themselves to the service of the state and 

take on the burdens of this office. (we are called to be patriotic, to get educated on 

the political positions of different candidates, to be invested in society). 

 

76. It is very important, especially where a pluralistic society prevails, that there be 

a correct notion of the relationship between the political community and the 

Church, and a clear distinction between the tasks which Christians undertake, 

individually or as a group, on their own responsibility as citizens guided by the 

dictates of a Christian conscience, and the activities which, in union with their 

pastors, they carry out in the name of the Church. 

The Church, by reason of her role and competence, is not identified in any way 

with the political community nor bound to any political system. She is at once a 

sign and a safeguard of the transcendent character of the human person. (Church is 

still called on to inform and work towards a political system that is going to help 

people get to heaven). 

 

Chapter 5: The Fostering of Peace and the Promotion of a Community of Nations 

 

77. In our generation when men continue to be afflicted by acute hardships and 

anxieties arising from the ravages of war or the threat of it, the whole human 

family faces an hour of supreme crisis in its advance toward maturity. Moving 

gradually together and everywhere more conscious already of its unity, this family 

cannot accomplish its task of constructing for all men everywhere a world more 

genuinely human unless each person devotes himself to the cause of peace with 

renewed vigor. 



78. Peace is not merely the absence of war; nor can it be reduced solely to the 

maintenance of a balance of power between enemies; nor is it brought about by 

dictatorship. Instead, it is rightly and appropriately called an enterprise of 

justice. Peace results from that order structured into human society by its divine 

Founder, and actualized by men as they thirst after ever greater justice. (sin makes 

this difficult, we need to work together to achieve peace, following after Christ). 

Section 1: The Avoidance of War 

 

79. Even though recent wars have wrought physical and moral havoc on our world, 

the devastation of battle still goes on day by day in some part of the world. Indeed, 

now that every kind of weapon produced by modern science is used in war, the 

fierce character of warfare threatens to lead the combatants to a savagery far 

surpassing that of the past. Furthermore, the complexity of the modern world and 

the intricacy of international relations allow guerrilla warfare to be drawn out by 

new methods of deceit and subversion. In many causes the use of terrorism is 

regarded as a new way to wage war.  (genocide is a crime against humanity, terms 

of engagement must be respected, self-defense is allowed, but war must be fought 

proportionally.  Soldiers should see their primary duty as working for peace.) 

 

80. The horror and perversity of war is immensely magnified by the addition of 

scientific weapons. (WMD) 

The men of our time must realize that they will have to give a somber reckoning of 

their deeds of war for the course of the future will depend greatly on the decisions 

they make today. 

Any act of war aimed indiscriminately at the destruction of entire cities of 

extensive areas along with their population is a crime against God and man 

himself. It merits unequivocal and unhesitating condemnation. (we must pray these 

are never used) 

 

81. To be sure, scientific weapons are not amassed solely for use in war. Since the 

defensive strength of any nation is considered to be dependent upon its capacity for 

immediate retaliation, this accumulation of arms, which increases each year, 

likewise serves, in a way heretofore unknown, as deterrent to possible enemy 



attack. Many regard this procedure as the most effective way by which peace of a 

sort can be maintained between nations at the present time. 

Whatever be the facts about this method of deterrence, men should be convinced 

that the arms race in which an already considerable number of countries are 

engaged is not a safe way to preserve a steady peace, nor is the so-called balance 

resulting from this race a sure and authentic peace. Rather than being eliminated 

thereby, the causes of war are in danger of being gradually aggravated.  

Therefore, we say it again: the arms race is an utterly treacherous trap for 

humanity, and one which ensnares the poor to an intolerable degree. (we must do 

all we possibly can to put a stop to this) 

 

82. In the meantime, efforts which have already been made and are still underway 

to eliminate the danger of war are not to be underrated…We should fervently ask 

God to give these men the strength to go forward perseveringly and to follow 

through courageously on this work of building peace with vigor. It is a work of 

supreme love for mankind. Today it certainly demands that they extend their 

thoughts and their spirit beyond the confines of their own nation, that they put 

aside national selfishness and ambition to dominate other nations, and that they 

nourish a profound reverence for the whole of humanity, which is already making 

its way so laboriously toward greater unity. (this work is not to be left to the few, 

but to all of us, and we must make sure that we appoint leaders who are educated 

in the efforts of peace). 

Section 2: Setting Up An International Community 

 

83. The world is constantly beset by strife and violence between men, even when 

no war is being waged. Besides, since these same evils are present in the relations 

between various nations as well, in order to overcome or forestall them and to keep 

violence once unleashed within limits it is absolutely necessary for countries to 

cooperate more advantageously and more closely together and to organize together 

international bodies and to work tirelessly for the creation of organizations which 

will foster peace. 

 



84. In view of the increasingly close ties of mutual dependence today between all 

the inhabitants and peoples of the earth, the apt pursuit and efficacious attainment 

of the universal common good now require of the community of nations that it 

organize itself in a manner suited to its present responsibilities, especially toward 

the many parts of the world which are still suffering from unbearable want. 

 

85. The present solidarity of mankind also calls for a revival of greater 

international cooperation in the economic field.  

If an authentic economic order is to be established on a world-wide basis, an end 

will have to be put to profiteering, to national ambitions, to the appetite for 

political supremacy, to militaristic calculations, and to machinations for the sake of 

spreading and imposing ideologies. 

 

86. The following norms seem useful for such cooperation: 

a) Developing nations should take great pains to seek as the object for progress to 

express and secure the total human fulfillment of their citizens.  

b) On the other hand, it is a very important duty of the advanced nations to help the 

developing nations in discharging their above-mentioned responsibilities. 

(international trade must not be exploitative) 

c) It is the role of the international community…with due regard for the principle 

of subsidiarity, so to regulate economic relations throughout the world that these 

will be carried out in accordance with the norms of justice. 

d) In many cases there is an urgent need to revamp economic and social structures.  

 

87. International cooperation is needed today especially for those peoples who, 

besides facing so many other difficulties, likewise undergo pressures due to a rapid 

increase in population. There is an urgent need to explore, with the full and intense 

cooperation of all, and especially of the wealthier nations, ways whereby the 

human necessities of food and a suitable education can be furnished and shared 

with the entire human community. (more efficient uses of farming can help feed 

growing populations, governments aren’t allowed to regulate family size, we 

should not pressure people to act immorally to curb population). 



88. Christians should cooperate willingly and wholeheartedly in establishing an 

international order that includes a genuine respect for all freedoms and amicable 

brotherhood between all.  

Those Christians are to be praised and supported, therefore, who volunteer their 

services to help other men and nations. Indeed, it is the duty of the whole People of 

God…to alleviate as far as they are able the sufferings of the modern age. They 

should do this too, as was the ancient custom in the Church, out of the substance of 

their goods, and not only out of what is superfluous. (well-regulated charity) 

 

89. The Church must be clearly present in the midst of the community of nations 

both through her official channels and through the full and sincere collaboration of 

all Christians—a collaboration motivated solely by the desire to be of service to 

all. 

This will come about more effectively if the faithful themselves, conscious of their 

responsibility as men and as Christians will exert their influence in their own 

milieu to arouse a ready willingness to cooperate with the international 

community.  (A. Actuositatem!) 

 

90. There are various Catholic associations on an international level which can 

contribute in many ways to the building up of a peaceful and fraternal community 

of nations. (we need to work with other Christians and people of good will to 

promote this common good – U. Redintegratio.)   

 

91. Drawn from the treasures of Church teaching, the proposals of this sacred 

synod look to the assistance of every man of our time, whether he believes in God, 

or does not explicitly recognize Him. If adopted, they will promote among men a 

sharper insight into their full destiny, and thereby lead them to fashion the world 

more to man's surpassing dignity, to search for a brotherhood which is universal 

and more deeply rooted, and to meet the urgencies of our ages with a gallant and 

unified effort born of love. 

 



92. By virtue of her mission to shed on the whole world the radiance of the Gospel 

message, and to unify under one Spirit all men of whatever nation, race or culture, 

the Church stands forth as a sign of that brotherhood which allows honest dialogue 

and gives it vigor.  (this is done at the individual level, reaches out to all people, 

regardless of religious affiliation, always working through the lens of God).  

 

93. Christians cannot yearn for anything more ardently than to serve the men of the 

modern world with mounting generosity and success. Therefore, by holding 

faithfully to the Gospel and benefiting from its resources, by joining with every 

man who loves and practices justice, Christians have shouldered a gigantic task for 

fulfillment in this world, a task concerning which they must give a reckoning to 

Him who will judge every man on the last of days. (we are doing this so that we 

can get to Heaven!) 


