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IN CASE YOU 

MISSED IT! 
OMOS K-8 FAITH FORMATION – PARENT MEETING 

 

 

Coming Soon… 

SOME IMPORTANT DATES TO NOTE: 

September 29   Fire Drill 
                            1st Reconciliation/1st Eucharist Parent 
                              Meeting – 10:30am 
October 6          St. Francis of Assisi Blessing – we’re 
trying something new this year – children will go home 
with holy water and instructions for blessing their pets 
in the less-stressful comfort of their own homes ☺ 
 

October 20        Monthly Family Days begin – see related 
article to the right  
 

October 27        Potluck and Movie Night! 5:30 pm 
                            “Paul, Apostle of Christ” 
 

December 12    Family Activity Night 6:30 – 8pm 
December 15    Cookie Bake 
December 22    Advent Celebration (7th Grade Play) 
 

March 15           Extended Class 10:15 – 12:15 
                            8th Grade Stations of the Cross 
 

April 11              Easter Eggstravaganza 
April 28              Final Day of Classes 
 

YOUTH MASS – 4TH SUNDAY (9:15 AM) EVERY MONTH! 
 

 

 

 

Family Days – a.k.a “Bring your 

parents to class!” 

GRADES K & 1:  

Oct. 20, Nov. 17, Jan. 12, Feb. 9, Mar. 27 

GRADES 2, 3 & 4: 
 

Oct. 20, Nov. 17, Jan. 12, Feb. 9, Mar. 27 

 
GRADES 5 & 6: 
 

TBD 

 
Last year, we introduced “Family Days” 

where parents were invited to learn with their 

children on designated dates by participating 

in a learning session in Corbaley Hall.  The 

younger children loved having their parents 

present with them, and everyone benefitted 

from learning (or re-learning) something 

about our Catholic faith.  It was fun, 

informative, and children got to experience 

their parents learning right alongside them! 

The older grades (5 & 6) were not as 

enthusiastic in their attendance, so we are 

going to try tweaking the system a bit. This 

year, the Kindergarten through 4th Grade will 

continue to meet under the same format 

as last year, where parents will be invited 

to join them in the main hall for a group 

lesson.  
 

Grades 5 and 6 will also have Family 

Days, but they will be structured a little 

differently.  As our children continue to 

learn about becoming disciples of Christ, 

we will provide opportunities on these 

Family Days for these 5th and 6th 

graders to work with their parents on a 

community service project to further 

develop the notion that our call to 

discipleship is a call to service.  We are 

currently working on determining which 

opportunities to offer and will provide 

updated information and dates as they 

become available.  If you are interested 

in helping to coordinate this effort, please 

let me know!   

 

 
“We cannot do great things on this Earth, only 
small things with great love.”    Mother Teresa 

WHAT I DID ON 
MY SUMMER 
VACATION: 
Fished the 
Gulkana River in 
Alaska! Caught 
this beauty, a 
King Salmon! 
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What’s New? 
 

START LOOKING FOR LOOSE CHANGE – 

THE PENNY WARS ARE COMING! 

FOR THE SAKE OF GOD’S 

CHILDREN UPDATE 

CHILDREN’S TABLE 

PROGRAM TO PROGRAM OUTREACH 

Our Sister Parish in Rocha, Uruguay 
Our Lady of Fatima 

MASS 

Children’s Table 
 
 

When you come through the main door of 

Our Mother of Sorrows Church, incline your 

head to the left, and you will see a new 

addition in the vestibule: a Children’s 

Table! This is the spot children may visit 

first upon coming to Mass because there are 

things there especially for them! 

 

For our littlest members (babies to pre-K), 

there is a basket of books that they may 

enjoy paging through during Mass.   

 

Children will see a special Children’s Book 

of Prayer where they can write the name of 

a person for whom they wish to pray for 

healing.  During Mass, when we pray for the 

sick, “especially those in our Book of 

Prayer,” these intentions will now be 

included as well!  Also on the table are 

offering envelopes for the children if they 

wish to put something in the collection.   

 

My favorite thing, however, is the Mass 

Journal page!  Children are invited to take a 

page (pencils are provided) and enter into 

celebration of the Mass in a much more 

thoughtful way, making observations of 

what they see in the church, hear in the 

readings, resonate with in the music.  

There’s even a place to rate Fr. Clem’s joke 

of the day! 

 

Please encourage your children to visit the 

table and become part of our holy Mass in a 

way which will be even more meaningful 

for them! 

 

Do you recall hearing the prayer intention 

occasionally at Mass, “Let us pray for our 

Sister Parish, Our Lady of Fatima, in Rocha, 

Uruguay”? Well, as sister parishes, we pray 

for them, and they pray for us, but beyond 

that, we did not know much about them until 

relatively recently.  Some women from our 

newly formed Women of GRACE ministry 

met with a couple visiting OLOF 

parishioners, and learned some things of 

interest about their parish.   

 

Our Lady of Fatima is a lot like our parish, 

actually, in the things that it tries to do 

within the parish, as well as its outreach to 

others. They are, however, an extremely 

poor parish, so their resources are quite 

limited.  Their priest is pastor of 2 parishes, 

and OLOF itself has a main church and five 

chapels that are located in smaller and 

distant neighborhoods, some as far as 20 

kilometers away.  Although he has a car, he 

often cannot afford gasoline so he walks.  

 

They also have a school, and I have spoken 

by email with one of their teachers, Graciela. 

Again, they do as much as they can but their 

resources are limited.   

 

While the Women of GRACE will be doing 

a fundraising effort for their church, our K-8 

program will be doing a fundraising effort 

for their school called “Penny Wars!” 

Several years ago we had these “wars” and 

raised a substantial sum, all with loose 

change!  It was fantastic! Stay tuned for 

details, and when your child comes home 

asking for pennies, nickels, dimes, and 

quarters, the “battle” has probably begun! 

 

 

Students in religion classes at Our Lady of Fatima 

 

After school activities on the grounds of Our Lady 
of Fatima 

FOR THE SAKE OF GOD’S CHILDREN – A NEW APPROACH 

 
 

“Keeping our Promises” is the name given to 

the safe environments curriculum developed 

and implemented by the Diocese of 

Wilmington in response to the mandate set 

forth by the U.S. Bishops in the 2002 Dallas 

Charter (formulated as a result of the church 

abuse crisis). This curriculum has undergone 

occasional updates since its implementation 

but has stayed consistent with its teaching of 

ten concepts to the children of our Diocese, 

namely: Life is a Gift from God, Secrets, Good 

Touch Bad Touch, Appropriate Boundaries, 

Peer Relationships, Harassment/Healing, 

Bullying, Trusted Adults, Safe Environments, 

and the Role of the Church.  

A new revision is going to be implemented in the 

coming months, namely in the way in which the 

curriculum is taught. Up until this revision, 

catechists were given complete discretion as to 

how, when, and to what degree these concepts 

were covered to the extent they dovetailed with 

the lessons already being taught. 

 

Under the new revision, trained catechists* will 

deliver a specific “script” which was developed in 

cooperation with the organization Prevent Child 

Abuse Delaware (a chapter of the national 

Prevent Child Abuse America organization). 

These scripted lessons have been divided 

according to age group, based on best practices 

and specific knowledge regarding 

childhood development. The script, 

developed by PCAD, was further edited by 

members of a diocesan committee 

comprised of education administrators to 

place all of the information within the 

context of our faith.   

 

You will be receiving further information 

about these sessions and when they will be 

held in each classroom in the coming year.   
 

 

*Currently, Mary Wood and Patricia Toole, a 

parishioner and retired Catholic School teacher, 

have been trained to teach this revised curriculum. 
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Our Textbooks 

THERE ARE A FEW! 

We try to pay close attention from year to 

year as to what material our children 

respond well to, what types of lessons seem 

to make the most impact on their learning, 

and where gaps in their learning about our 

faith still exist.  Therefore, rather than using 

a “one size fits all” mentality, we opted this 

year to offer different textbooks to different 

grades based on our evaluation of the above 

factors. 

 

Kindergarten this year will be using the 

Finding God curriculum offered by Loyola 

Press.  Rich in storytelling, especially the 

traditional Old Testament stories, and 

engaging activities, I am confident that this 

year will lay a solid foundation for them as 

they continue on their faith formation 

journey. 

 

Grades 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6 will continue using 

the Alive in Christ curriculum from Our 

Sunday Visitor.  It has substantial content 

and the children are given ample 

opportunity through discussion and activity 

to learn the basic teachings of our faith. 

 

Grade 2 will be using the Go, Seek, Find 

curriculum developed by St. Mary’s Press 

that specifically walks them through in a 

comprehensive way their preparation for the 

sacraments they will be receiving this year.  

The content and styling of this curriculum is 

thoughtful, compelling, and interactive.  Our 

second graders are going to have an exciting 

year! 

 

The 7th grade will spend the first 5 – 6 

weeks engaging in the DVD study from 

Ascension Press: Altaration.  It is a study of 

the Mass, offering insights particularly 

suited to their understanding as to why and 

how the Mass is celebrated the way that it 

is.  They will then use Faith Fusion by Our 

Sunday Visitor for the remainder of the 

year, a particularly good overview of the 

teachings of our faith. 

 

Finally, the 8th grade will dive into two in 

depth courses offered by Our Sunday 

Visitor for middle school 8th graders: Jesus 

Christ and The Kingdom of God, with an 

occasional review, where appropriate, of the 

Faith Fusion content. 

 

The Catechists are excited to be using these 

materials this year, and I am confident that 

your children are going to come away with a 

whole lot of knowledge of our faith and a 

desire to bring it to the forefront of their 

lives.  As parents, I encourage you to ask 

them to “teach you” something they learned 

so that you can be a participant with them 

on this leg of their faith journey! 

 

  

 



FALL 2019   
IN CASE YOU 

MISSED IT! 
 

PAGE 4 

MAKE-UP WORK 

Lots to Do, But Only a Little to Turn In! 

Life happens, and every once in awhile your 

child may have to miss a class.  The best way to 

help them to stay on track is to complete the 

make-up work as soon as possible.  It will 

ensure that they are current with what their 

classmates have learned and that they are able to 

address any questions they may have in a timely 

manner. 

 

When your child misses a class, please see the 

child’s catechist upon their return.  They will be 

able to give you the chapter they missed (they 

will tear it right out of the book!)  For those 

 

using the Alive in Christ curriculum, it is 

expected that parents will sit down with their 

child to go over the chapter material.  There will 

be places for discussion and places to fill in  

thoughts and information.   

 

At the end of the Chapter, there will be a 

Chapter Review that your child may then 

complete.  After you have reviewed it and 

checked their answers, the Chapter Review 

may then be turned in so that the absence may 

be checked off as made-up and completed. 

Parents will be given more information about 

make-up work for Grades 2 at the Sacrament 

Parent Meeting on September 29. 

 

For Grades 7 and 8, please meet with your 

child’s catechist to get make-up work and 

determine what needs to be handed in.   

 

FORMS 

Annual Consent and Release 

Form A: It’s still required! 
STOP IN AT THE TABLE IN CORBALEY HALL TO SIGN OR GO TO 

WWW.SORROWSPARISH.ORG/RELIGIOUS-EDUCATION 

The Form A: Annual Consent and Release that is/must be on file for 

each child contains important emergency contact information as well 

as medical notifications such as food allergies, which is critical 

information for us.  If you have a Form A on file from last year, 

simply verify the info, make any changes, and sign and date the back. 

 

Those who are new to our program must complete a new Form A for 

each child.   

 

All forms (previously completed and blank) are available at Carolyn’s 

table when you walk into Corbaley Hall.  Please either complete a 

new form or verify, edit, sign and date a previous Form A as soon as 

possible. 

MISCELLANEOUS  

 Other (Important) Things to Note 
PLEASE READ THIS SECTION!!! 

GOING TO MASS AS A CLASS 

In addition to our Youth Masses (4th Sunday of 

every month!), each class will have the 

opportunity to attend the Sunday, 9:15am Mass 

together as a class.  Following Mass, Fr. Clem 

will offer the opportunity for individuals to 

receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  This 

is an important component to living what we 

learn in the classroom.  Please plan to have your 

children participate. 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

The diocesan requirement is that your child 

attends 80% of all classes in order to continue 

to the next grade.  With full confidence that 

your child, with your supervision, will do make-

up work for classes missed and that you will 

make every effort to help your children  

understand through thoughtful conversations 

and activities (such as attending Saturday or 

Sunday Mass and Family Days) that our faith 

is lived in every corner of our lives and that 

you believe it is a top priority in your family’s 

life, I have adjusted the requirement to 70%. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Parents must come into Corbaley Hall to 

pick up their children at the end of the faith 

formation session.  Children will not be 

permitted to leave the building without an 

authorized adult escort.  You may designate an 

adult(s) other than yourself by completing a 

Dismissal Form at Carolyn’s table indicating 

who else your child is permitted to leave with. 

You may also notify me by Remind or email 

when you know that your child will be leaving 

that Sunday with someone else. 

COMMUNICATION 

REMIND is a text messaging service that we 

use to communicate announcements to parents 

as well as individual messages.  To sign up, 

send the message @omos-k-8 to 81010.  If you 

would prefer to receive Remind messages by 

email, send a blank email to rmd.at/omos-k-8, 

and leave the subject line blank. 

EMAIL Occasionally I will send longer 

messages by email, so please make sure 1) I 

have an email address for you that you check 

regularly, and 2) that you check your email 

regularly. 

WEBSITE Special announcements, including 

weather-related announcements, are posted on 

the home page of the parish website: 

www.sorrowsparish.org 

There is a lot to discover on the website – I 

encourage everyone to take a few moments 

and check it out! 

http://www.sorrowsparish.org/
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Opportunities to Build Up Our Community 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 

CHILDREN: 

YOUTH CHOIR: Ann Niesz is leading a youth choir that practices for 

about 20 minutes after religion classes each Sunday and sings together 

at the monthly Youth Masses.  No special singing ability required, just a 

heart for Jesus and the desire to lift your voice!  And it’s fun, too! We 

started small last year – about six voices - but together they sounded like 

16 voices!  We have dreams of lifting the roof with as many voices as 

we can add – please encourage your children to give it a try! 

ALTAR SERVERS: We are in great need of altar servers.  Children who 

have completed 3rd grade and have received the sacrament of First 

Eucharist are eligible to serve.  We are in the process of revising the 

program to provide better partnering with experienced servers and 

overall training.   

PARENTS: 

TAMING TECHNOLOGY: We have available a 6-week study/conversation 

program just for parents to examine issues surrounding technology and 

exploring how our faith can help us as parents to navigate the often-

combative issue of screen-time.   

HELPERS: We need your help in lots of areas:  as substitute Catechists 

and assistants in the classrooms, door monitors, event set-up, and a lot 

of other areas for which there are presently sign-up sheets in the Hall.  

Please take a look and see where you might be called to lend a hand! 

ADULT FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES: The schedule is posted on the 

bulletin board at the entrance to Corbaley Hall and online.  There are a 

lot of great offerings this year! 

MINISTRIES:  There are many ways to become more closely involved 

with our parish community.  Check it out below! 

 

 

 

 


