
	

	

	

	

	

March 27, 2020 

Dear St. Maria Goretti Catholic School Families, 

This week begins our third week of distance learning through the various virtual learning 
platforms that we have implemented for our students to continue learning from home. The 
process has been a learning curve for us all, students, parents, faculty and staff alike, and though 
may not be the most ideal situation, most have taken the challenges presented and have settled in 
to a fairly balanced routine. 

As we continue distance learning, I would like to share with you some updates and information 
that I hope will help to continue to promote a more balanced week of learning in your homes. 

• Distance Learning Platforms: We will continue utilizing Seesaw and Google Classroom as our 
distance learning platforms. Seesaw will be the learning platform utilized by our PK-4 through 
1st Grade students and Google Classroom for our 2nd through 8th Grade students. If your 
student(s) experience any difficulties navigating the learning platforms, please email your child’s 
homeroom teacher as soon as possible. 
 

• Videos, Webcasts, Chats: Teachers will be checking in with students several times each week 
in each subject that they teach via videos that they’ve created, webcasts, and chats, etc. They 
might be teaching a lesson, hosting a discussion on a book or topic, re-teaching, reading a story 
or book, or simply hosting a Q & A session. Teachers will notify students directly through the 
learning platform of when these events will take place. 
 

• Assignments/Work Load: In classes where it is possible, assignments in grades 2-8 will be 
posted on Mondays and will be due the following Monday. We are hoping that allowing students 
to self-pace a little more through the week and to have the weekend to finish up will help make 
things a little less stressful at home, especially for families who have multiple children, parents 
trying to work either at home or away, students with limited internet access, or all of the above. 
As well, I have asked teachers not to post new assignments on Fridays that they expect to be 
completed and turned in either that day or on the upcoming Monday, and not to assign tests on 
Mondays. I encourage students (and families) to use Fridays as more of a “catch-up” day or an 
independent study day. Though students may use the weekend to catch or finish up assignments 
before they are due on Monday, we are really trying to preserve the weekends for family time. 
Finally, your student(s) should see more uniformity in how the assignments on Google 
Classroom are posted so that they are always in the same place on the class landing page in each 
subject. Please let the teacher know if your student(s) is experiencing any problems completing 
and submitting assignments on time or is unsure of due dates, etc. We are trying to be very 
flexible especially during this time and want to do everything we can to make the situation as 
stress-free as possible. 
 
 
 



• Grading: At this time, teachers are not deducting points for late assignments. That may change 
if we remain out of school and distance learning longer than the current Shelter in Place order, 
but for now please keep encouraging your students to complete and submit assignments on the 
due date or as soon as possible after the due date. Grades will continue to be posted on 
RenWeb/FACTS as that is our primary learning management system. Teachers will not be 
utilizing the grade book that is on Google Classroom. 
 

• Specials Classes: With the exception of Spanish class for grades 4-8, assignments from specials 
classes will be posted 1-2 times a week and are meant to be an extension for students seeking a 
challenge or other creative learning experience. 
 

• Mass, Stations of the Cross, Prayer: Most weekdays, Bishop Olson is celebrating Mass at 
12PM (noon) and it is being streamed live on the diocesan Face Book page, which I will also 
continue to share on the school’s official Face Book page (@StMariaGorettiArlington). As well, 
any invitations from Pope Francis for the faithful to join in prayer will continue to be posted 
and/or live streamed on our Face Book page, like the special prayer and blessing was last Friday. 
Finally, last Friday at 3:00PM I hosted a Watch Party on Face Book of the Stations of the Cross 
and will do so again this Friday. If you miss the live stream at 3:00PM, you can go back and 
view it later. Thank you to all who have been able to participate in these live stream 
opportunities to come together as a school community of faith. 
 

• School Closure: Governor Abbott ordered that Texas schools remain closed through April 3, but 
the Tarrant County Shelter in Place order issued last week does not expire until April 7th. I am 
waiting to hear clarification from the diocese on how that impacts our original hope to return on 
April 6th, and will relay any updates to that timeline as more information becomes available in 
the coming days. 
 

• Summer Vacation: Many parents have wondered whether the school year will be extended into 
the summer to make up for the closure. We will be requesting a waiver so that distance learning 
days will not have to be made up. We are documenting our instructional support to ensure that 
the waiver is granted. 
 
I ask that you please keep praying and keep the feedback coming. We will keep learning and 
becoming more fluent with the online platforms we are currently using, while becoming familiar 
with other ways of communicating and delivering meaningful instruction to our students. 

Please stay safe out there. I know I speak on behalf of all faculty and staff when I say that we 
miss all of you and are looking forward to having our students back in the classrooms hopefully 
in the near future!  

St. Maria Goretti, Pray for Us! 

Blessings,  

 

Laura Behee, M.Ed. 

Principal 
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