
 

 

  

I have experienced Our Lady of Peace Catholic School to be a great blessing to our 
parish and one of its integral ministries. It is also a blessing to me personally to be 
serving at a parish with such a great school. I love hearing the excitement of parents 
and children who are new to the school, as well as the stories of families whose chil-
dren are the second and third generation of OLP students. My regular walks 
through the school and visits to classrooms bring me joy and encouragement as I 
witness the energy and enthusiasm of our students, as well as the dedication and 
skillfulness of our teachers and staff. 

At its core, education is about searching for and passing on the truth. That is why 
our students study math, science, history, language arts, and so on. It is also why 
they study religion. Faith itself is about seeking the truth, because it is about seek-
ing Jesus Christ, who identifies himself as the Truth (John 14:6). Studying the 
world and the things of God go hand in hand, because everything comes from God 
as the Creator. 

In addition to learning facts, we also seek to help students grow to be well-rounded 
individuals. As humans, we are more than just our minds; we have bodies and souls 
as well. We are attracted to beauty and goodness. This is why we include art, music, 
physical education, and sports opportunities into our school. It is why we train and 
form students to respect the dignity of others, through opportunities for prayer, 

school Masses, the PeaceBuilders 
curriculum, and other means. Be-
cause body, mind, and soul are not 
separate entities but parts of a whole 
human being, forming soul and 
body has a positive impact on our 
students’ minds as well, helping 
them in their studies. 

I find the following quotation from Mike O’Keefe, vice president of DeLaSalle 
High School, to be evidence that all these efforts have proven effective: “Our Lady 
of Peace graduates have consistently been among the best students and best 
young people I’ve known over 27 years at DeLaSalle. They truly are a gift to our 
community. They enter high school with exceptional academic skills, a cultivated 
and strong work ethic, and authentic intellectual curiosity about the world they 
will enter. More tellingly, OLP alums model goodness and grace—a sense of ser-
vice toward others—for their peers. Academic rigor and moral integrity are inter-
woven in the service and scholarship of an OLP alum.”  

We hope this booklet gives you a taste of the various elements that make Our Lady 
of Peace the fantastic school that it is. Even better, we invite you to visit and tour 
OLP, and to see in person the education that our students receive! 

-Fr. Joah Ellis 

Our Lady of Peace School 

5435 11th Ave S 

Minneapolis, MN 55417 

612-823-8253 

www.school.olpmn.org 

"Our Lady of Peace graduates have consistently been 

among the best students and best young people I've 

known over 27 years at DeLaSalle.” -Mike O'Keefe, V.P. 

Why OLP Students are Honor Roll Students 

School Report 



Every year, Our Lady of Peace joins 
Catholic schools across the country in 
celebration of Catholic Schools Week. 
Catholic schools create the environment 
in which to foster the spiritual develop-
ment of its students thus shaping the 
lives, moral development and character 
of its students. Our Lady of Peace firmly 
believes Catholic schools give students 
the tools they need to fulfill their roles 
as good citizens, productive employees 
and compassionate leaders within both 
society and their families.  

During Catholic Schools Weeks, these 
are some of the activities that help us 
celebrate who we are: Scholastic Book 
Fair, Hospitality Sunday Morning,  
Color Day Dress Code, Storybook  
Character Day, Service Projects,  
GeoBee, All School Mass, DARE 
Graduation, Eagle Bingo, Talent Show, 
Pajama Day, and Lightning Basketball.  

-Cecilia Crowley, Principal 

 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

Geo Bee Winner 

Service Project • Kindergarten—Grade 

2 made Valentines for Mount Olivet 

Service Project • Grades 3-8 helped 

out at “Feed My Starving Children.” 

There is no greater gift we can give our children 

than to provide them with a quality education that 

is infused with our faith and values. 

Mission Statement 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic 

School is a caring, collaborative 

community, educating students 

to be critical thinkers and 

thoughtful leaders. We nurture 

the whole child, preschool 

through eighth grade, preparing 

students to respond to Christ’s 

call to build peace at home, at 

school, in the community and in 

the world. 



Enriching our community, our school,  

through volunteering 

Giving their time, energy and talent in support of this community, 
volunteers live out the gospel teaching of service and faith. Parents, 
grandparents, and community members spend numerous hours  
mentoring students, planning and hosting magnificent events,  
coaching athletics, chaperoning field trips, serving on School Advisory 
Council, and helping with fundraising.  

Studies suggest volunteering can counteract the effects of stress and 
anger, increase self-confidence, and lead to greater fulfillment or  
happiness. We see the positive impact volunteers have in our  
community. We see students smiling with volunteers while engaged  
in school work, beaming faces as volunteers leave the building, and 
memorable events community members keep requesting.  

The favorite community events are Trivia Night and the Spring Gala. 
Over the years people have called to confirm and reserve tickets for 

these two events - a testament to 
our volunteers’ awesome work. 
Students' favorite events include 
the K-5 Halloween Party, 
Monthly Birthday Celebrations, 
and the skiing and tubing field 
trips.  

We are stronger together,  
practicing our faith through 
service and working together. 
Thank you to all volunteers that 
enrich the lives of our students, 
staff and community.  

 

Thank you!  

Thank you!  

Thank you!  

 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS 

 



Morning Program for ages 33 months to 5-year-olds 

The Early Learning Program is a play-based educational Catholic Program  
environment. It is our goal to provide a variety of experiences and opportunities 
for the social, emotional, cognitive, physical, spiritual, and language development 
of each student. Through the use of play-based curriculum, each child is given the 
opportunity to grow at their own pace. Children are encouraged to imagine,  
explore, invent, create, interact and express their ideas and feelings. 

To meet the developmental needs of the children and to offer families more 
scheduling options we have divided our classrooms into three age groups.  

Preschool consists of the youngest children. The daily group size has ten children 
or less. Schedule options range from 2 - 5 mornings a week. 

Preschool Plus is a combination of 4- and 5-year-olds who have the option of  
attending 3, 4, or 5 mornings a week. Some of those students will move into  
PreK the following year, and some children advance to kindergarten. During 
small group time, the children moving on to kindergarten will participate in  
activities similar to the PreK classroom. The younger children will focus on age 
appropriate activities. 

PreK classroom is a five mornings a week program where the children advance to 
kindergarten the following school year.  

-Dolly Hinze-Kinney  

 

 

 

Afternoon sessions and 

Aftercare  

We offer 11:15-3:00 pm and 

11:15-6:00 pm programming 

options which include lunch. 

Fun themes are planned on a 

weekly basis encouraging the 

children to be creative and 

imaginative.  

EARLY LEARNING 

ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM 
FOR ALL GRADE LEVELS 
A well rounded curriculum is very important to the devel-

opment of the brain, Our Lady of Peace offers the follow-

ing programs beginning in Preschool and continuing 

 Art 

 Information Literacy 

 Music 

 Physical Education 

 Spanish 

 STEM 

 Technology of iPads, 

Chromebooks and SMART-

boards 

Fluffy, a large stuffed dog, gets one more hug 

from his classmates as his bags get packed to 

spend the weekend at a PreK student’s home! 

We can hardly wait to read about their week-

end adventures on Monday morning! 
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A Year of Amazing Growth 

Kindergarten is an extension of the learning that began in preschool, but for many,  
it is the introduction to formal education that will shape and enrich their lives into 
adulthood. We build on the foundation of learning established by parents, the first 
teachers of their children, reinforcing and broadening what has already been learned 
about language, science, social structures/interactions, mathematics, art, music,  
problem-solving, and physical well-being all through the lens of our Catholic identity. 
We learn as we live by following the model that Jesus taught us. 

Kindergarten students participate in All School Masses, mixed-age Peace Circles,  
Big Buddies with 4th Grade, Service Projects, Field Trips, Art Adventure, Junior 

Achievement and Field Day. 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic School is committed to educating every student through 
challenging and creative curriculum, strategic intervention when needed, and fostering 
curiosity which will lead to lifelong learning. 

-Kathy Yates 

KINDERGARTEN 

GRADE 1 

A Year of Significant Growth and Increased Responsibility 

Students grow from the whole child approach to education. The focus is not only on 
academics, but also social emotional skills with different groupings and approaches to 
learning. Large motor skills with brain breaks and GoNoodle (a website that provides brain 
break and movement activity videos), fine motor skills in hands on learning centers, and  
creativity are used throughout the day. Going beyond the curriculum to meet the needs 
of each child is an important part of the daily schedule. Our PeaceBuilder curriculum 
and Responsive Classroom approach help to build a strong community in both our 
classroom and our school. Using these approaches, our students are better able to  
identify and regulate their own behavior. To help build the community, the First  
Graders have Big Buddies in Third Grade. They complete fun, cooperative projects  
together. The First Graders also sit with 
Middle School Buddies during All School 

Masses to learn and grow in the Catholic 
faith together. 

In the First Grade classroom, whole group, 
small group, and individual instruction are 
used regularly. Students are guided by the 
teacher, each other, and themselves as they 
visit learning stations to build on academic 
knowledge as well as learning to work to-
gether, become more independent, and 
leave with valuable real world skills. 

-Leah Kremer 

 

 

Curriculum K—Grade 8 

The curriculum is aligned 

with both the Minnesota 

State Standards and the 

Archdiocesan Religion 

Standards, which helps 

us to tie our curriculum in 

with our faith. Within the 

curriculum, there is a 

strong focus on differenti-

ation and meeting each 

student at his or her skill 

level. This can be seen in 

some of the learning 

groups during the day as 

well as learning centers 

and assignments.  

Students are assessed in 

many different ways 

which helps to drive  

Instruction. 

 

 



A Year of Becoming Stronger Readers, More Independent, and More 

Involved in Community 

Students in Second Grade build upon the foundation from kindergarten and First 
Grade. They become more independent readers who take part in the Accelerated 

Reader program. Second Grade students complete a variety of research projects that are 
done in collaboration with our library/media specialist. Students spend time research-
ing in the library, organizing information in the classroom, and creating a final project 
in the computer lab.  

Second Graders prepare for and celebrate 
the sacraments of Reconciliation and First 

Eucharist with students from the parish 
Deepening Our Faith program. They partici-
pate in parish activities, such as the Eu-

charistic Fair, with these peers. This ap-
proach allows the children to understand 
that they are part of the whole church 
community.  

-Katy Snee 

 

 

 
 

Grade 2 Programs 

There are many programs 

in place that help  

reinforce and enhance 

the curriculum used in 

the classroom. Second 

Graders take part in 

PeaceBuilders, Junior 

Achievement, Art  

Adventure, Big Friend- 

Little Friend, Maker-

space, and Social  

Justice Service Projects.  

 

 

A Year of Continued Growth Based on the Foundation Built in Early Grades  

It is a joy to see Third Graders continue to grow in their learning and faith! Students are 
engaged in a rigorous MN state standards-based curriculum across all subject areas, while 
individual learning styles and needs are reached through differentiated instruction.  

The classroom environment is a key aspect to the success 
of each child. Components of the Responsive Classroom 

approach are incorporated into Third Grade. Third 
Graders are encouraged to take ownership of their class-
room environment, working to make it one where all 
students feel welcome, safe, and ready to learn.  

Students today need to be responsible, digitally literate 
users of technology. Curriculum is taught with the use of 
a SMART Board in each classroom and Third Graders have access to individual iPads 

on a regular basis. Students are engaged in a variety of cross-curriculum based projects 
that allow students to research, collaborate, provide feedback and store their work in 
digital ways.  

-Marian Bradburn 

 

GRADE 2 

GRADE 3 

 

 

 



A Year to Develop Independence and Become More  

Responsible For Their Learning 

Fourth Grade students shift from learning to read to reading to learn. 
High expectations allow students to strive for excellence in faith, 
knowledge, and service. Students strengthen independent work habits 
and organizational skills through daily homework assignments and long 
term projects. 

Students are challenged in all core academic subject areas. In addition, 
the Fourth Grade religion curriculum focuses on the Beatitudes, The 

Ten Commandments, and our role as Christians in the world. 

Some of our fabulous activities are: School Masses, Robotics, STEM 

Challenges, Mystery Locations Skype Calls, the Global Read Aloud, 
Blogging about Reading, Genius Hour, Big Buddies to Kindergarteners 

and Recess Peace Patrol. 

-Megan Schuchman 

GRADE 4 

 

 

STEM • Science, Technology, Engineering and Math  

STEM is an acronym used to describe the  

disciplines of science, technology, engineering, 

and math. Combining the disciplines in this way 

allows students to approach problem solving 

through relevant real world challenges. Students 

hone critical thinking skills while working collabo-

ratively to solve complex problems.  

At Our Lady of Peace School, we have received 

grants from Minnesota Independent Schools  

Forum and Cargill. These grants allowed us to 

begin a Fourth Grade robotics curriculum, a 

school wide mobile Makerspace, and Project 

Lead the Way for our Seventh and Eighth Grade 

students.  

A Makerspace is a time and space for students to 

practice problem solving through discovery,  

exploration, and creativity.  

 

Makerspace during  

indoor recess 

Robotics Program 

 

 



 

 

Revolutionary Day  

This is one of the many engaging academic activities in Grade 5 

that work across the curriculum. By researching in Informational 

Literacy, reading a biography in Language Arts, and studying the 

elements that led to the American Revolution in Social Studies, 

the students conclude the unit with a day in which they reenact 

life in the late 1700s.  

GRADE 5 

A Transition Year Preparing for Middle School 

The students enjoy responsibilities such as raising and lowering the 
American flag daily, taking a younger student “under their wing” with 
Big Friend/Little Friend activities, and educating others about  
Veterans Day. They are also able to participate in the School Band. 

Going beyond the classroom curriculum and textbooks is important. 
Graduating from the Drug Abuse Resistance Education Program is a 
favorite semester-long activity of the students and has served as a 
“right of passage” for our students. Community volunteers teach  
Junior Achievement which focuses on entrepreneurs, advertising, and 
world trade. The students also enjoy working with parishioner  
volunteers who help in the classroom. 

Through the Notability App the students are able to take notes and 
complete formative assessments on their one-to-one device without 
using paper. With Google Drive they are able to collaborate, peer edit, and complete group projects simultaneously without  
leaving their individual homes. 

Public speaking opportunities are abundant throughout the school year. Students give speeches within the classroom, visit other 
classes presenting projects, and lead in Community Masses by being Lectors, Cantors, and Gift Bearers. 

-Mary Roth 

Annual Events/Celebrations 

 

 Advent and Lenten Service Projects 

 5-8 MCYO spelling Bee 

 Barnes and Noble and Scholastic 

Book Fairs 

 Catholic Schools Week  

 Christmas and Spring Concerts  

 Drama Club 3-8 

 Grandparents Day 

 Kindergarten Move Up Day 

 Monthly Birthday Celebrations 

 Monthly Peace Circle  

 Power of Peace Day 

 Quiz Bowl 

 Spelling and Geography Bees 

 St. Lucia Day 

 St. Nicholas Day 

 Talent Show 

 Unity Day 



 

Technology 

Technology is integrated throughout 

the curriculum. Students use iPads, 

Chromebooks, computers and SMART 

Boards to access information and 

practice skills.  

 6 iPads are located in Kindergar-

ten through Grade 4 classrooms 

for group sessions  

 iPad cart is available for  

PreSchool through Grade 4  

 Grade 5 has one-on-one iPads  

 Grades 6-8 have one-on-one 

Chromebooks  

 Computer lab is available to all 

students  

This instruction focuses on using  

technology tools to create and share 

new knowledge in the form of pictures, 

printed books, ebooks, presentations, 

and videos. The curriculum fosters 

developing independence and  

problem solving. Learning about and 

practicing good digital citizens is a key 

part of the curriculum.  

 

INFORMATION LITERACY 

Twenty-first century learners must be able to assess the many available  
information sources available today and identify the best options for their 
needs. Students receive biweekly instruction from a licensed library media 
specialist using a curriculum based on the Minnesota English Language 

Arts standards, the American Association of School Libraries standards a 
and the International Society for Technology in Education. Instruction in 
both the school library and computer lab provides students with skills, 
resources, and tools to gain knowledge, as well as familiarity with  
technology operation and concepts.  

Research and information fluency are key components of inquiry, critical 
thinking, and the ability to make informed decisions. Students begin  
research in Kindergarten and continue through Eighth Grade. Research 
expectations grow as the student does, allowing many opportunities to 
develop proficiency in research.  

Our Lady of Peace participates in the Minnesota Children’s Choice Book 

Award programs each year.  

 Students in the Early Learning Program (ELP) through Fourth Grade 
read eight of the ten nominees for the Star of the North Award and 
vote for their favorite.  

 Third through Eighth Grade students read three of the twelve nomi-
nees for the Maud Hart Lovelace Award and vote for their favorite.  

 Students are encouraged to read all twelve nominees and participate 
in the Battle of the Books contest that allows readers to share 
knowledge and work together to solve problems.  

-Deirdre Jameson 

 

 

Super excited readers are getting their books signed by the author. 



The Middle School Science program incorporates the three primary courses: 
Earth/Space Science, Life Science, and Physical Science. In addition to the three 
main courses Our Lady of Peace focuses on STEM: science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics, as another way to enhance problem solving and creativeness to 
the current curriculum.  

Fifth Grade science curriculum introduces students to all these elements. 

Physical Science (Grade 6) covers chemistry and physics, atoms and elements,  
mixtures and solutions, the periodic table, and states of matter. Creative methods 
are used to help students understand these concepts. For example, students design 
their own simple machine, create a boat out of tin foil, learn catchy songs to help 
with the periodic table, and figure out mysteries using only ketchup, pennies, and 
dish soap. The labs are endless when studying Physical Science. 

Life Science (Grade 7) introduces students to the characteristics of living things, 
plant and animal cell structures, the characteristics of unicellular and multicellular 
life, and genetics. Some of the projects that help instill these concepts are:  
dissecting frogs, creating Organ Wanted posters, looking at cheek cells under the 
microscope, and creating plant and animal cells out of everyday materials. 

Earth/Space Science (Grade 8) focuses on the Earth’s structure, geologic processes, 
plate tectonics, oceans and the water cycle, Earth’s atmosphere, weather and  
climate, our solar system, stars, and galaxies. Projects that help enhance these  
concepts are: designing a Mars Rover, creating a planet tourism brochures, and 
reading the novel “Into Thin Air.” 

-Regan Hartney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Within the Math Program, students attain  
mastery of 5th and 6th Grade Math, Pre-algebra, 
and Algebra Concepts. This is accomplished 
through a variety of different activities.  

1. Warm up session from past lessons (helps 
prepare for daily lesson) 

2. Correct homework from previous instruction (allows immediate feedback) 

3. Current lesson where students practice note taking. Most students take 
great pride in their notes and often take them with as they begin high 
school.  

4. Practice work and meet one-on-one with the teacher. This practice time 
allows the students to better understand the concepts that were taught as 
they begin using them through their own practice.  

The unique one-on-one engagement with the teacher provides multiple benefits  
to the students including the ability to receive mental, verbal, visual, tactile, and 
written examples in addition to the lesson. With the curriculum aligned to  
Minnesota Mathematical Standards, students excel in showing their mastery of 
critical Middle School concepts that provide the foundation for the future high 
school subjects of Algebra II, Geometry, Trigonometry, and Pre-calculus. The 
Eighth Grade Math Program incorporates an Automation and Robotics Course 

offered through STEM that will help develop unique skills to take with them to 
high school. 

-Shannon Wick  

Students working on building 

their model cars for the STEM 

program Design and Model. 

SCIENCE 

MATHEMATICS 

 



LANGUAGE ARTS 

The Middle School Language Arts program at Our Lady of Peace strives to foster a 
love of both reading and writing. Students build critical thinking, reading, and  
writing skills through curriculum aligned to the Minnesota Academic Standards for  
Language Arts.  

A few of the most loved projects from Middle School Language Arts include: 

 National Novel Writing Month: Called NaNoWriMo for short, students spend the 
month of November participating in National Novel Writing Month by working 
to write a novel. Students have individual word count goals, as well as a class goal 
they try to meet. Word counts are tallied and each class tries to surpass individu-
al and class word count goals. In addition, students also vie for the title of “Word 
Wizard” – the person who writes the most words in one day.  

 Art Movement Project: In this cross-curricular project, students research an  
important movement in Art History, write an essay, and create a piece of art  
inspired by the movement. At the conclusion of the project, students host an Art 
Expo for the parish after Sunday Masses to showcase their learning and projects. 

 Yearbook: 8th Graders use online editing software to design our school yearbook 
available for sale at the end of each year. 

-Erica Riehm  

Mythology Day • Who would-

n’t want to be a Greek god or 

goddess for a day? After com-

pleting extensive research on 

the ancient Greeks and their 

deities, students write myths, 

create visual displays, dress 

in costume, and prepare a 

presentation to teach others 

about the intricacies of this 

ancient culture. 

 
RELIGION  
The goals of the Middle School Religion program are: 

 To inspire in students a love for Christ and for their faith 

 To provide a foundation of academic knowledge according to 

the Archdiocesan Standards for Religious Education 

 To offer time for personal and group reflection on social and 

moral issues of today 

 To encourage students to ask questions about their faith 

 To give students the confidence to articulate their religious  

beliefs 

Learning experiences are focused on both one’s personal and  

communal relationship with God. Students grow and develop their 

own faith lives, but also lead mixed age level faith sharing groups, 

participate in leadership projects, lead service projects, and plan 

liturgical and worship services. 

Time and time again, alumni report being well prepared for future 

theology classes because of their experiences at Our Lady of Peace 

and continue a life of faith outside of the school walls. 

-Erica Riehm 



Skits in the Spanish language. Authentic cuisine experiences in class. Units that focus on 
culture. Traditional children’s songs from different Latin American countries. A yearly 
novel about Latino youth in real-life circumstances. Those are just a few reasons that 
Spanish at Our Lady of Peace is different from other Spanish classes. 

The Spanish curriculum is a combination of TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through  
Reading and Storytelling), CI (Comprehensible Input), Interactive Notebooks,  
technology, music 
textbooks and  
original work-
sheets. 

-Suzanne Garcia 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES  

SPANISH 

Current events are discussed and studied in all Grades using educational magazines,  
videos, and websites. 

6th Graders focus on Minnesota History. This includes studying the history of land use 
and resources, as well as the economic, political, and justice systems. Throughout the 
school year, the students are exposed to opportunities to work with younger students by 
writing and executing lesson plans around Native American folklore; researching major 
inventions of Minnesota and looking at the state as it changed throughout the decades 
by writing, producing, and directing a movie for the Decade Project. A day long Field 

Trip to the Minnesota History Center helps the students immerse themselves in Minne-
sota history that is interactive and fun. All 6th Graders receive free passes to visit any 
historical site around the state sponsored by the Historical Society. 

7th Grade studies American History. The students study the political, historical, and 
economic issues of America. When looking at different time periods, the students time 
travel to the decade of study. The students have the opportunity to dress in clothing of 
the time period, listen to music, and participate in pop culture activities from that time. 
In order to help prepare them for the demands of high school, the 7th Graders partici-
pate in History Day. History Day is an academic program focused on historical research, 
interpretation and creative expression. The students choose among creating a display, 
website, documentary, or a performance.  

8th Grade Social Studies focuses on Geography. The students study the elements of 
geography and apply them to countries around the world. They analyze landforms,  
climate, economy, history, and culture of these nations. . Students create Digital Infor-

mational Maps through Google Maps. The students look forward to the Festival of  

Nations field trip where they are able to “travel the world” and see cultures come to life. 

-Mary Roth 

“My goal is to not only 
have the students find 
their own comfort level 
with the Spanish lan-
guage, in their own time 
frame, but to also open 
their minds and hearts to 
other cultures, other ways 
of seeing the world, and 
creating in them an ap-
preciation of “foreign” 
things…taking into ac-
count that the only differ-
ence between foreign and 
familiar is time, experi-
ence and an open atti-
tude,” Señora García 
shares.  

 

Rosie the Riveter—History Day 



Our students learn the following fundamentals from the begin-
ning. We start with a strong foundation. Every child will leave 
with a deeper understanding of the beauty of the world.  

Art Production • Students get to try not only markers and  
crayons, but ceramics, printmaking, collage, watercolor, photog-
raphy, chalk, and oil pastels. Art can help students make  
connections across subjects. The 8th Graders have a capstone 
project presenting their work to the public at a gallery style 
event.  

Art History and Culture • We don’t just make art, we learn 
about it. Art history allows us to connect with other cultures 
and world events.  

Art Criticism • Communication skills are important tools stu-
dents receive from art class. Students learn art vocabulary and practice expressing them-
selves. Every age group practices giving and receiving criticism. The goal is that students 
be accountable whether talking about their art, examining famous pieces, or encouraging 
each other through peer feedback.  

Aesthetics • Students learn The Elements and Principles of Design. These include  
concepts such as value, space, form, texture, pattern, unity, and variety. Artists in every 
medium at every level use these terms to create art, to look at art, and to understand art.  

-Katherine Kenner 

 

ART 

 

What Music Is • Music is an art form through which feelings are expressed; it promotes mental development and 
also provides an outlet for emotional expression. Music is a fundamental part of a student's overall social, emotional, 
and cognitive development; music enhances reasoning, inspires creativity, and encourages critical thinking, self-
discipline, problem-solving, decision-making, cooperation, and imagination. In the music classroom students are 
given the opportunity to experience themselves and other cultures in a unique way. 

How We Teach It • The best way to teach music is to immerse students in music. We sing, play instruments, move 
around the classroom, and read and notate music on a daily basis in music class. We learn about composers and 
people who shaped the way we hear music today and dedicate time to listening to the masters of this craft. We also 
spend time learning about music from other cultures and other time periods. 

Other Opportunities • Our Lady of Peace offers a band 
program through Holy Angels. Our students are given 
the opportunity to learn band instruments and come 
together to make music with one another. We also sing 
at mass once a month and students learn about our 
faith’s rich heritage through the music that we sing and 
through their participation in the liturgy. 

-Michaela Swarthout 

MUSIC 

 

 
 

Art students have been working hard on the Google Doodle 

project for the year: "What I see for the future..." We're 

seeing a bright energy filled future in these drawings! This 

drawing was done by a Sixth Grader. 

https://www.facebook.com/kennerclassroom


Physical Education 

Physical Education curriculum provides a wide range of opportunities for every student 
that encourages learning through movement. These experiences result in understanding 
concepts of cooperation, fair play, and lifelong health-related fitness and wellness through 
enjoyable physical activity.  

In Grades K-4 students practice and play to demonstrate emerging motor skills and move-
ment patterns, concepts and strategies in games/activities, personal fitness and good 
sportsmanship. 

In Grades 5-8 students refine their motor skills specifically related to team sports,  
individual sports, tumbling, rhythms, and physical fitness activities. Students are  
encouraged to appreciate the benefits of play and develop positive attitudes and  
behaviors that encourage a physically active and healthy lifestyle. 

 

 

 

 

Health Grades 7-8 

A focus on life skills and learning activities that boosts students’ understanding of health 
concepts.  

 Nine Life Skills are developed throughout the program with an added  
emphasis on decision making and refusal skills.  

 Real life examples and hands-on activities keep students interested, dispel  
misconceptions and encourage active learning. 

 Cross curricular learning experiences with language arts are offered. 
 Writing skills are developed through essays and problem solving assignments. 
 are developed through essays and problem solving assignments. 

Athletics 

 Our students in Fourth through Eighth Grades have the opportunity to partic-
ipate in competitive team sports. Being a part of the school team is a great way 
to gain fitness and coordination, form friendships, practice sportsmanship and 
leadership, and gain self-confidence.  

 Athletics offered include soccer, 
cross country, basketball, base-
ball/ softball, girls’ volleyball 
and K-3 intramural basketball.  

 Students have great school spirit 
and look forward to playing on 
their school team. Over 80 per-
cent of our students participate 
on one or more of our teams. 
Our school participates in the 
MCYO and CAA Athletic  
Conferences. 

-Mary Loso 
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Our Lady of Peace students love “gym” where we  

believe that everyone’s a winner when they do their best. 

 



 

 

A key aspect to Our Lady of Peace’s sense 
of community is the PeaceBuilders curric-
ulum that strives to Create a Peaceful, 

Productive and Safe Place for all mem-
bers of the community.  

This school wide curriculum is embedded 
into the climate. Through the six main 
principles – Praise People, Give Up Put-
Downs, Seek Wise People, Right Wrongs, 
Notice Hurts, & Help Others – students 
are immersed in an environment that is 
cooperative, productive and academically 
successful.  

Students participate in monthly, multi-
Grade, Peace Circles where lessons focus 
on each of the main principles.  

 

 

PEACE  
BUILDERS 

Extended Day is an afterschool program that is offered to any student attending  
Our Lady of Peace in Grades Kindergarten through Grade 8. 

Our program offers a wide range of activities and opportunities for the students to 
engage each other in a more relaxed, social setting. It is a place to unwind and inter-
act with each other in a less structured environment, and to help improve their inter-
personal communication and negotiation skills. The program offers a lot of time to 
play and be active both inside the spacious gym and outside on the large playground. 
Healthy snacks are provided each day as well as help with homework when needed. 
Our classrooms provide a wide range of organized activities such as art projects, 
games, and creative play.  

-Teresa Pontious 

EXTENDED  
DAY 

 

Release Days (when school is not in session) 

On days when the school is closed, there are often Release Day Field Trips  

available during normal school hours. We go to many fun places and form a 

friendship bond that is deeper than what is possible in a more structured setting. 

Extended Day is very proud of our program. It helps the students develop strong 

intra personal social skills that will serve them well throughout their lives! 
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Who We Are 

Our Lady of Peace was formed in 1991 when two neighboring parishes combined.  

We dedicate our parish to inspiring worship, outstanding faith formation, community and  

outreach, solid academics and spiritual growth for children. 

Our spirit of hospitality and community is alive as we invite you to gather with us to  

celebrate the Eucharist. Our Church celebrates weekend Masses 5:00 pm on Saturday, and 

Sunday at 9:00 & 11:00 am. Weekdays Mass on Tuesday through Friday at 8:15 am.  

Our School offers a strong academic and faith-filled education for preschool through  

Eighth Grade. We are an accredited school with highly experienced staff,  

small class sizes and a commitment to the safety and learning of every child.  

We warmly invite families to come tour the school and see in person the calm, engaging  

learning environment offered here at Our Lady of Peace. 


