FALL 2020

BACK TO
SCHOOL
Re-Opening School Policies and Procedures
for Parents and Students of
Immaculate Conception School
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introduction

WELCOME BACK!
Immaculate Conception School remains committed to providing our students and families
with an educational experience of excellence grounded in our Catholic Faith. We have been
working diligently to prepare for safely returning to in-person instruction. This booklet outlines
our plans for the many different scenarios we are facing. We are following the
recommendations of the Minnesota Department of Health as well as the CDC. We are eager to
see our students again!

A FLEXIBLE APPROACH TO RE-OPENING
DISTANCE LEARNING
Students will be learning while at home. Teachers will provide instruction using various online
programs. Students are required to participate fully.
DISTANCE LEARNING HYBRID MODEL
This phase will be implemented should a teacher or student become ill with COVID-19. Some
students may be using distance learning while others are able to remain in our building.
IN-PERSON LEARNING: BACK TO SCHOOL ON SEPTEMBER 8th
All students are learning in the building exercising all safety and health protocols.
IN-PERSON WITH SOME RESTRICTIONS LIFTED
Face coverings may not be required and more activities may be added.
IN-PERSON WITH NO RESTRICTIONS ("BACK TO NORMAL")
Students are all learning together without face coverings and social distancing.

PREPARING FOR FLEXIBILITY
Communication during this pandemic is
crucial. We will be communicating any
changes as they arise and encourage parents
and guardians to do the same.
Communications will take place via email,
the Remind app and on our website
www.ICCSonline.org.
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the school day

AT-A-GLANCE
We will be implementing all health and
safety protocols for everyone's benefit.
Because of this, the school day will alter
slightly as we move less throughout the
building, wear face coverings and exercise
social distancing

HOW WE WILL
COMMUNICATE WITH YOU
All school staff will be utilizing
an app called Remind. Parents
are all asked to download this
free app.

HOW TO ACCESS YOUR
VIRTUAL CLASSROOM
Teachers will provide instruction
to parents and students during
the Meet and Greet sessions. K-5
will utilize Seesaw and 6-8 will
use Google Classroom.

9.8.20

First Day of School
~Tuesday~

7:45 AM
Arrival Time

3:00PM

Dismissal Time varies
slightly depending on
grade level
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our shared commitment

HEALTH AND SAFETY
The health and safety of our students and staff is of utmost importance to us. We are
following Archdiocesan protocols as well as guidelines from CDC and MDH. We will be
re-evaluating our plans as the situation warrants.

OUR COMMITMENT:

TEMPERATURE
SCREENINGS

HAND
WASHING

RESPIRATORY
ETIQUETTE

FREQUENT
SANITATION

Please check your
child(ren)'s temperature
each morning before coming
to school.

Students will wash their
hands upon arrival to school
and numerous times
throughout the school day.

Masks are required for all
students in grades K-8 as well
as all faculty and staff.

Handrails and doorknobs will
be sanitized 4 times per day.
Classrooms will be sanitized
before students enter the
classroom

HEALTH AIDE
Our Health office will
respond. We'll need
students picked up
immediately if they are ill.

YOUR COMMITMENT:

FOLLOW HEALTH
+ SAFETY PLAN

STUDENTS WITH
SYMPTOMS

PRAYER

RESPECT AND
CHARITY

Safety and Health Protocols
will be explained during the
Meet and Greet sessions.

If your child shows ANY symptoms of
illness, please keep them at home
until symptoms are gone for at least
24 hours.

Prayer is and always will be
an integral part of our life
here at ICS.

We will act with care and
compassion for all.
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putting policies into practice

A DAY IN THE LIFE AT
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Classrooms will be
organized with 3-6 feet
spacings of desks. All will
face in the same
direction.

We do need to follow the
directions on entering,
parking and exiting in the
parking lot.

All students in grade K-8,
as well as faculty and staff
will be required to wear a
face covering while in the
school building.

All are required to wash
hands frequently. Hand
sanitizer may be used.

Students will be eating
lunch in the cafeteria. We
will have three lunch
periods with appropriate
social distancing.

ICS students will be
attending mass each week
on Thursday wearing masks
and observing proper social
distancing.

We are following the
policies of the Catholic
Athletic Association.
(CAA)

At this time, we will not
hold any large group
gatherings.

We are waiting to hear
from the Columbia Heights
District on their bussing
plan.

Students should be
dropped off at their
assigned door where
teachers will be there to
greet and guide them
safely into school.

Recess will be split into
three different sections:
Preschool-Grade 1,
Grades 2-5 and Grades 68. Playground equipment
use will be rotated.

Visitors will be screened.
At this time we are not
allowing visitors inside
the building.
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planning for the year

KEY AREAS OF
PREPAREDNESS
MAINTAINING
HEALTHY FACILITIES
Routine cleaning and disinfecting of
classroom surfaces, restrooms,
lunchrooms, meeting rooms and drop-off
and pickup locations.

MAINTAINING
HEALTHY OPERATIONS
Families, students and employees have
been informed of and encouraged to
self-monitor for signs and symptoms of
COVID-19 through regular health checks.

COMMUNICATING, TRAINING
AND EDUCATING
Parents, staff, teachers and all others in
the school community have been
educated on health and safety
procedures for shared involvement and
responsibility.

ADD THESE
ITEMS TO YOUR
SHOPPING LIST:

THERMOMETER

PERSONAL
WATER BOTTLE

MASK OR
FACE COVERING
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FAITH + FAMILIES
TOGETHER
"The Joy of the Lord is Our Strength." Nehemiah 8:10
Positively Powered
Dear Parents and Guardians,
We are blessed with our faith life, our belief in the Lord as
our joy and our strength. Certainly, we have all experienced
great challenges during the past few months - times of
change, uncertainty, grief, unrest. However, our faith unites
us and provides us with the "positive power" to carry on
and rejoice as we come together once again as a Catholic
School Community in the reopening of our beautiful
Immaculate Conception School.
It is with great joy and extensive preparation that we
welcome our students back to school on Tuesday,
September 8. The health and safety of your children and
our staff is of the utmost importance. We have taken
measures to ensure you are confident with entrusting your
most important and precious children to our care for their
development of faith, academics and commitment to
service.
Welcome Back!
With Christ as Our Joy and Strength,
Jane Bona, Principal

OUR RE-OPENING LEADERS:
Fr. James Peterson
Jane Bona
Mary Beth Pfeifer
Jami Bridgeman

Debbie Blake
Elisabeth Pender
Amanda Wallrich
Pam Patnode

GET THE LATEST INFORMATION
Webpage: www.ICCSonline.org
Download the Remind app
Follow all email communications from
the school

4030 Jackson Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
www.ICCSonline.org

763.788.9065

Mission Statement
The School of the Immaculate Conception is a Catholic community ministering to the children within the
parish and throughout the surrounding neighborhoods. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are dedicated to
fostering academic excellence, spiritual growth, and a strong commitment to living Gospel values.

