
Celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation within Mass 
Preparation Guidelines 

 
For the Mass: 
 The Bishop is happy to meet with those to be confirmed five to ten minutes prior to the 

procession. This isn’t necessary, but it may put those who are nervous at ease.  

 The readings should always come from the Mass of the Day.  This includes the Responsorial 
Psalm.  The text, including the response and verses, should conform to the Lectionary.  
On Sundays and Solemnities, the appropriate prayers are used. On other days, the prayers 
For the Conferral of Confirmation from the Roman Missal will be used.  

 The Bishop will bring his own vestments. If Confirmation occurs during Ordinary Time, the 
Bishop will normally wear red vestments. If Confirmation occurs on major feasts or 
solemnities, he will usually wear white or gold.  

o All concelebrating priests, if at all possible, should wear a stole and chasuble. If there 
are not enough chasubles, at least the pastor should wear a chasuble.  

o Deacons that assist at the Mass should wear dalmatics if they are available.  

 At least four altar servers are required. They should be at the church thirty minutes before 
Mass for necessary instructions.  

o If there are any seminarians present, they should assist in serving the Mass and be 
present in the sanctuary vested in cassock and surplice.  

 If there is a deacon assigned to the parish, the deacon should proclaim the Gospel, read the 
Intercessions, assist the Bishop at the altar, and serve as a minister of Holy Communion. 

 The candidates must be seated 10 minutes before the main procession begins to allow for 
silence before the entrance of ministers. 

 The Knights of Columbus are always welcome at Masses celebrated by the bishop. They 
should be first in the procession.  

 Incense is not normally used at Confirmation Masses.  

 Since the Confirmation Mass has a renewal of baptismal promises, it is best not to use the Rite 
for the Blessing and Sprinkling of Holy Water.  

 The Gloria is sung/recited at all Ritual Masses for Confirmation, on Sundays, Feasts and 
Solemnities, except during Advent and Lent. 

 A deacon or priest who reads the Gospel receives a blessing from the bishop before the 
proclamation of the Gospel. 

o If the Book of Gospels is used, the one proclaiming the Gospel does not reverence it 
with a kiss, but brings it to the bishop who reverences it and blesses the people with it.  

o If the Lectionary is used, he does not bring it to the bishop. 

 Please use the Intercessions (Universal Prayer) from the Rite of Confirmation. 
o If no deacon is present, the Universal Prayer should be read by one member of the 

laity. 

 Please have a hand-held/portable microphone available for the bishop to use during the 
homily.  



During the Rite of Confirmation: 
 There is to be NO singing or instrumental music during the anointing.  
 Each candidate should have his/her individual sponsor. The sponsor may be either 

male/female, irrespective of the gender of the one being confirmed. According to the Code 
of Canon Law, the sponsor is to meet the same requirements as the sponsors for baptism (CIC 

894).  

 The confirmation name for each individual should be that of a Catholic Saint or Blessed and be 
printed clearly in bold letters on a sturdy name tag and attached to the candidate’s clothing, 
so that the Bishop can easily read it. 

 If the number of candidates is greater than 20, they should be presented to the bishop as a 
group, rather than individually. 

 Please arrange to have those to be confirmed seated together, with the sponsors seated 
separately, either in the back of the entire class or to the side.  

 Please have water, lemon, and sliced bread for the bishop to remove the Sacred Chrism from 
his hands following the anointing.  
 

Offertory Procession 
o The Bishop will receive the gifts at the chair.  
o At the preparation of the gifts, the deacon (if present), with the help of the servers 

prepares the altar. 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist/Rite of Communion 
o If more than one paten/ciborium is to be used to distribute the Eucharist, hosts should 

be placed in the additional patens/ciboria BEFORE Mass, so as to avoid dropping the 
hosts when transferring them after they have been consecrated. 

o Communion at the Mass of Confirmation will be distributed under one 
form, the Body of Christ.    

o Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion should only be used if there are not 
enough Ordinary Ministers.  

o The vessels should be purified at the altar by a priest. A deacon or instituted acolyte 
may purify the vessels at the credence table.  

o When the Bishop is finished distributing Holy Communion, the servers should bring 
the water to him so he can wash his hands.  

o At the end of Mass, those that were confirmed (not the sponsors) follow the Bishop 
down the aisle of the church in the liturgical procession. 

 

Other Notes:  
 No group photos are to be taken in the church after confirmation. The noise and commotion 

are disrespectful to the Blessed Sacrament. Photos should take place in another location. The 
Bishop will be available after Mass for individual or group photos and is happy to remain at 
the reception as long as necessary to have photos taken. 

 No stoles may be worn by, or given to those Confirmed. The stole is the sign of the ordained.  
Confirmandi should wear proper Sunday attire—special graduation-style robes may be used. 


