
May 20, 2020 

 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

 I must offer my deepest apologies for any confusion caused by my premature 
announcement this past weekend.  This past weekend I announced that the 
Church would be reopened for Masses with a congregation as of next weekend 
May 23 and 24.  I am afraid that I jumped the gun!  The reopening committee did 
meet this past Saturday to address the details for the reopening of the Church. 
However, I had not received their report by the time I celebrated the Mass on 
Sunday.  I assumed we would have no difficulty having the Church ready by this 
coming weekend for a return to our regular Sunday Mass schedule.  However, as 
they say, one should never assume.  I was unaware of the logistical issues that 
needed to be resolved before the Church could be ready for reopening.  His 
Excellency, Archbishop Wester, sent the pastors of the Archdiocese a list of 
protocols that need to be in place before we can once again open the doors of the 
Church to the people.  This list of protocols that we have to put in place is three 
pages long and is quite detailed.  These protocols have been put in place for the 
health and safety of the parishioners.  This list was received by your Pastor on 
Thursday, May 14, and a reopening committee was established to see to the 
details of the protocols so that the reopening of the Church could take place as 
soon as possible.  His Excellency, Archbishop Wester, did give his blessing for the 
Masses to resume this past weekend—May 16 and 17.  Given the long list of 
protocols and the short period of time in which to implement them, I thought it 
was best to live stream the Masses for that weekend.  It was my hope that we 
could begin celebrating the Mass with a congregation this coming weekend.  
However, there are still many details that have to be worked out.  The 
implementation of the protocols necessary for the reopening of the Church is 
going to take a lot longer than I anticipated.  One of the major issues that we have 
to address is the number of people who will be allowed into the Church.  The 



Governor has authorized 25%.  This would mean we are allowed to have 133 
people in the Church.  However, given the square footage of the Church and the 
spacing requirements, we can only allow 118 people into the Church per Mass.  
Parishioners will be asked to sit about six feet apart and in a checker board 
pattern.  This means parishioners will be required to sit only three persons to a 
pew.  Families may sit together in the pews in the two eaves.  The first two pews 
in all three sections will be reserved for parishioners who are handicapped or 
disabled.  Masks must be worn during Mass and hand sanitizer used.  Children 
three years old or older must wear a mask.  His Excellency has asked that children 
under the age of three remain at home.  His Excellency has requested that anyone 
over the age of 60 who has a compromised immune system remain at home for 
their safety.  The Mass schedule has been altered for the next couple months until 
this crisis passes or the restrictions are lifted.  Because His Excellency has 
requested that the Church is sanitized between the Masses.  This will take a lot of 
time.  The Mass schedule will be, as follows, once we resume the Mass being 
celebrated in the Church.  There will be two Masses on Saturday—4:00 p.m., and 
6:30 p.m., and two Masses on Sunday—8:00 a.m., and 11:00 a.m.  This schedule 
will begin on the weekend of June 6 and 7, 2020, and will remain in effect until 
this emergency passes.  His Excellency has also asked that the reception of the 
Eucharist take place at the conclusion of the Mass.  Parishioners will be 
administered Communion as they depart from the Church.  There are still many 
things that have to be done before we resume the Mass with a congregation here 
at San Ysidro.  Please disregard my previous announcement.  Please DO NOT 
show up at the Church this weekend.  We will continue to live stream the Mass on 
Sunday.  The live streaming of the Mass will continue even when the Church has 
reopened.  This will be done for the homebound and anyone who chooses to 
remain at home.  Please remember that his Excellency, the Archbishop, has 
dispensed with the Sunday Mass obligation until the restrictions are removed.  
Again, I apologize for all the confusion.  Please follow the directions we put forth 
during this unfortunate time.  More information is to come.  Please remember the 
protocols that we have been asked to enforce come from the Archbishop’s Office.  
If you feel the need to complain, you may do so.  Please complain quietly in 
groups of one or less and so quietly to yourself!  If you really feel the need to 



vocalize any complaint, please address it to the Archbishop’s Office.  Thank You.  
God Bless You! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. James M. McGowan 
Pastor 
San Ysidro Catholic Church 

 
 
 

 

 


