
By Cindy Wooden  
Catholic News Service 
 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Around the 
world, listening sessions for the Synod of 
Bishops gave many participants a sense of 
finally being listened to, but they also 
raised questions about how to promote 
greater inclusion in the Catholic Church 
while staying true to church teaching. 

Two of the issues raised most often in 
reports sent to the Vatican were the need to 
respect and value the contributions women 

make to the church and the need to face 
"the impact of a lack of trust and credibil-
ity resulting from the abuse crisis," accord-
ing to the working document for the 
synod's continental stage. 

Titled "Enlarge the Space of Your 
Tent" — the Lord's command to the people 
of Israel in the Book of Isaiah — the doc-
ument said, "This is how many reports en-
vision the church: an expansive, but not 
homogeneous dwelling, capable of shelter-
ing all, but open, letting in and out, and 
moving toward embracing the Father and 

all of humanity." 
The document released Oct. 27 is the 

result of a group reflection on the syn-
theses of synod discussions submitted by 
112 of the world's 114 bishops' conference, 
all 15 Eastern churches, 17 of the 23 dicas-
teries of the Roman Curia, the men's and 
women's international unions of superiors 
general, dozens of Catholic associations 
and more than 1,000 individuals, it said. 

The general secretariat of the synod 
chose an international group of laity, reli-
gious, priests and bishops to read the sub-

missions, pray about them and then draft a 
document that would help participants in 
the next phase reflect on the faith, hopes 
and concerns witnessed to in the reports. 
The document was approved by the cardi-
nals and bishops belonging to the synod's 
general council. 

What emerged from the reports, it 
said, "is a profound re-appropriation of the 
common dignity of all the baptized. This is 
the authentic pillar of a synodal church  

 
See SYNOD, Page 18 
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These are some of the 30 couples who attended Messy Family University Oct. 7 and 8 at St. Ann 
Parish in Midland. The event was sponsored by the parish’s Connections ministry and featured 
podcasters Mike and Alicia Hernon as the main speakers (the Hernons are the couple in the top 
photo in the yellow and blue shirts, front row, just left of center). In addition to the 30 couples 
who attended both days, there were others who attended a Friday-only option. 
 
The couples who attended the weekend workshops learned about building a family culture, par-
enting, prioritizing marriage, and being spiritual leaders in the home. 
 
At left, Msgr. Larry Droll, pastor of St. Ann Parish, mingles with workshopping couples.

St. Ann Parish hosts messy families

Enlarge the tent: Synod document sees desire for greater inclusion

COURTESY
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It was a pleasant fall morning. I was enjoying my 
walk on the campus of Texas A&M University on a busy 
class day. In those days, it was my regular practice to 
stroll around with my Roman collar, just striking up ran-
dom conversations with people as they made their way 
to their classes. I called it my “ministry of walking 
around.” It opened the door to many blessed encounters. 

As I walked near the outdoor fountain in a crowded 
plaza at the Memorial Student Center, a young woman 
whom I had never met approached me. She asked, “Ex-
cuse me, are you a Catholic priest?” I said, “Yes,” and 
she said she had been hoping to find a Catholic priest but 
didn’t know where to look for one. She noticed my col-
lar and thought I might be Catholic. Since I had my cal-
endar in hand, we set an appointment to meet at my 
office in a few days, and she rushed off to class. 

When the time came for her appointment, she was 
very prompt. She explained why she wanted to meet 
with me.  She wanted to receive the sacrament of confes-
sion in order to be absolved of a sin that she was getting 
ready to commit. 

I asked her to tell me more about the situation. She 
was a single graduate student, very far from home, with 
very little money, and she had recently found out that 
she was pregnant. The young man with whom she had 
been romantically involved did not want to take any re-
sponsibility, and her family was not in a position to help 
her. She didn’t have any Catholic friends or family in the 
area, and she didn’t know how in the world she would be 
able to give birth and raise a little child in her situation 
as a struggling university student. 

So, what was the sin that she was preparing to com-
mit? She had already been to her first appointment at the 
local Planned Parenthood facility, and she had set up an 
appointment to have a surgical abortion in just a few 
days. As a Catholic, she wanted to go to confession first. 

Of course, the sacrament of confession is not for sins 
we are getting ready to commit, but I wanted to engage 
her in more conversation, to try to open her eyes to other 
alternatives in her very difficult situation. I told her 
about a group of local Catholic volunteers called the Ga-
briel Project. They had organized themselves to provide 
a support network for pregnant women who needed help 
to see a way through their crisis pregnancy. 

I shared with her how the people of the Gabriel Proj-
ect are ready to help, and they have some doctors on 
their list who are willing to provide care and do the de-
livery free of charge. The group offers friendly support, 
practical resources, diapers, baby clothes, food, a car 
seat, and maybe even some babysitting when needed. 

Of course, she had never heard of such a thing. I 
gave her the phone number for their contact person, I en-
couraged her to let her baby live, and I let her know that 

she could call me any time for any questions. At that mo-
ment, she didn’t promise me anything. She said she 
would think and pray about it. After she left, I prayed 
fervently for the Lord to inspire her to choose life. 

After some time, I learned that she did actually call 
the volunteers with the Gabriel Project, and they helped 
her just like they said they would. They became her sup-
port network. They helped her find more local resources, 
and they gave her hope. She brought the baby to term, 
had a safe delivery, and decided to raise the child her-
self. 

After a few months, I got a call from her. She wanted 
to baptize that baby at our parish, and she wanted me to 
do the baptism. I was overjoyed. Although the deacons 
usually did the baptisms in that parish, I couldn’t pass up 
this one. I don’t know if I have ever had a more pro-
foundly grateful experience of baptizing an infant. 

That child would not have survived if there had not 
been that network of support available for that young 
mom in her hour of need. Many years have since passed, 
and her child is now an adult somewhere. I have since 
lost track of that young family, but I hope to spend lots 
of time with them in heaven. 

Here in West Texas, in our parishes in the Diocese of 
San Angelo, we can also form similar networks of sup-
port for women in challenging situations of pregnancy. 
This is the compassionate face of our pro-life church that 
people need to encounter. Of course, there is no need to 
duplicate the fine services already available in the preg-
nancy resource centers in our major cities. Our goal is to 
form Catholic groups who will work in collaboration 
with those centers, helping people make connections to 
available services and providing friendly support from 
the loving heart of the local parish community. 

If any parish would like to explore how to get started 
with this rewarding ministry, you can contact Dr. Jim 
Sulliman at the phone number or email address below. 
The Catholic Pro-Life Committee of the Abilene Dean-
ery has recently established its own Gabriel Project and 
would be happy to work with our other deaneries to 
create Gabriel Projects throughout our diocese. For more 
information, please see the helpful Walking With Moms 

in Need Action Guide at https://www.usccb.org/re-
sources/walking-moms-need-action-guide. 

The document is 78 pages in length, available in 
English or Spanish. 

If anyone would like to ask more questions, feel free 
to contact any of the area coordinators of our Pro-Life 
Ministry in the Diocese of San Angelo: 

 
Diocesan Contact 
Jerry Peters, Diocesan Pro-Life Director 
325-374-5300 (Cell) 
jmpoutdoorsmen@aol.com 
 
Abilene Area Coordinator 
Dr. Jim Sulliman 
325-692-4976 (Cell) 
sulliman@camalott.com 
 
Midland Area Coordinator 
Faustino Rodriguez (bilingual) 
432-638-9299 (Cell) 
tinorodriguez777@gmail.com 
 
Odessa Area Coordinator 
Deacon Edward Gonzalez 
432-413-6156 (Cell) 
egonzalez@sanangelodiocese.org 
 
San Angelo Area Coordinator 
Stephanie Socha 
325-277-3652 (Cell) 
stephaniesocha@yahoo.com 

From the Bishop’s Desk

From the ministry of walking around
Bishop  

Michael J. Sis 
 

Diocese of   
San Angelo

I am wonderfully made
The Prayer Square

You formed my inmost being; 
    you knit me in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, because I am wonderfully made; 
    wonderful are your works! 
    My very self you know. 
My bones are not hidden from you, 
When I was being made in secret, 
    fashioned in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes saw me unformed; 
    in your book all are written down; 
    my days were shaped, before one came to be. 
 
Psalm 139:13-16 

Bishops urge Congress to be in 'radical solidarity' with mothers, children
By  Catholic News Service 
 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Calling 
upon Congress for "radical solidarity" 
with mothers and babies — both born and 
unborn — four bishops advanced an ambi-
tious legislative and policy agenda that 
prioritizes the well-being of families in a 
letter to lawmakers. 

The measures proposed by the 
chairmen of four U.S. Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops' committees detail a "vision 
for an authentically life-affirming society." 

Dated Oct. 26, the letter explained that 
following the U.S. Supreme Court's deci-
sion  in June that reversed the court's 1973 
Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abor-
tion, there is an opportunity to "redouble 
efforts toward a culture of life that re-
spects and supports the dignity of every 
person at every stage." 

Describing the court's decision as "ex-
traordinary," the bishops said that the work 
to support families must be widened. 

"We are praying and working for 
changes in hearts and minds, circum-
stances and policy, that will help everyone 
to treasure each and every fellow human 
being in a society oriented to supporting 
children and their parents," the letter said. 

"In other words, we hope for the day 
when abortion is unthinkable because so-
ciety has successfully reckoned with the 
challenges of raising children in the mod-
ern world and has decided to make the full 
flourishing of children and their families 
the highest goal, without anyone being ex-
clude," it said. 

The letter was sent to all members of 
Congress by Oklahoma City Archbishop 
Paul S. Coakley of the Committee on Do-
mestic Justice and Human Development; 

Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori of 
the Committee on Pro-Life Activities; San 
Francisco Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordi-
leone of the Committee on Laity , Mar-
riage, Family Life and Youth; and 
Washington Auxiliary Bishop Mario E. 
Dorsonville of the Committee on Migra-
tion. 

Specifically, the bishops outlined 15 
measures that they said they have long 
supported. They include passage of the 
Pregnant Workers Fairness Act and the 
PUMP for Nursing Mothers Act, extend-
ing the child tax credit, support for preg-
nancy resource centers, and ending 
marriage penalties in tax policy and social 
programs. 

Other provisions the bishops urged 
Congress to act upon relate to paid family 
leave, child care and prekindergarten pro-
grams, nutrition, education, maternal and 
child health, housing, domestic violence 
and family relationships, adoption support, 
environmental policies to ensure the health 
of women and children, and lifting limits 
on the eligibility of immigrant and mixed-
status families in accessing government 
programs. 

"There are serious cultural, social, 
economic and spiritual challenges that 
face women, families and children today. 
These are challenges that concern the 
common good," the bishops wrote. 

They emphasized that children should 
not grow up in poverty and that parents 
should be able to take time away from 
work to care for them. They also said af-
fordable health care for moms and chil-
dren is necessary and that workplace 
polices should respect pregnant and nurs-
ing mothers. 

The bishops are calling for affordable 

and high quality day care as well as an end 
to childhood hunger and homelessness and 
to toxic chemicals causing defects or 
cancer. They also said immigrant families 
need to be "treated in accord with their in-
violable dignity." 

"All of these goals require the cooper-
ation of all and the exclusion of none," 
they added. 

The letter said these goals cannot be 
achieved by individual efforts and will re-
quire collaborative work on the part of 

government leaders. 
The bishops urged members of Con-

gress "to find bipartisan solutions and en-
sure that these and other similar legislative 
proposals are given high priority." 

"We hope with a particular concern 
that we all can agree on coming to the aid 
of pregnant and single parenting women in 
need, so that they will have the support, 
comfort, and hope that they require to 
build their lives for the better and realize 
their aspirations," the bishops wrote.

CNS PHOTO | TYLER ORSBURN

People are seen near the U.S. Capitol in Washington June 24, 2022. Earlier the same day the 
Supreme Court overruled the landmark Roe v. Wade abortion decision that legalized abortion 
nationwide in 1973.



Era una agradable mañana de otoño. Estaba disfrutando 
de mi caminada por el campus de la Universidad Texas 
A&M en un día de clases muy atareado. En aquellos días, 
era mi práctica habitual pasearme con mi cuello romano de 
sacerdote y entablar conversaciones al azar con las per-
sonas que se dirigían a sus clases. Lo llamé mi “ministerio 
de la caminada.” Abrió la puerta a muchos encuentros ben-
ditos. 

 Mientras caminaba cerca de la fuente al aire libre en 
una plaza llena de gente cerca del Memorial Student 
Center, una mujer joven a la que nunca había conocido se 
me acercó. Ella preguntó: “Disculpe, ¿es usted un sacerdote 
católico?” Le dije: “Sí”, y ella dijo que esperaba encontrar 
un sacerdote católico, pero que no sabía dónde buscar uno. 
Notó mi cuello romano y pensó que podría ser católico. 
Como tenía mi calendario en la mano, fijamos una cita para 
encontrarnos en mi oficina en unos días y ella se fue rápi-
damente a clase. 

Cuando llegó el momento de su cita, fue muy puntual. 
Me explicó por qué quería reunirse conmigo. Quería recibir 
el sacramento de la confesión para ser absuelta de un pe-
cado que estaba a punto de cometer. 

Le pedí que me contara más sobre la situación. Era una 
estudiante de posgrado soltera, muy lejos de casa, con muy 
poco dinero, y recientemente se había enterado de que es-
taba embarazada. El joven con el que había tenido una rela-
ción romántica no quería asumir ninguna responsabilidad y 
su familia no estaba en condiciones de ayudarla. No tenía 
amigos ni familiares católicos en la zona, y no podía imagi-
narse como iba a poder dar a luz y criar a un niño pequeño 
en su situación de estudiante universitaria con dificultades. 

Entonces, ¿cuál era el pecado que ella se disponía a 
cometer? Ya había ido a su primera cita en el centro local 
de Planned Parenthood y había concertado una cita para 
someterse a un aborto quirúrgico en unos pocos días. Como 
católica, quería confesarse primero. 

Por supuesto, el sacramento de la confesión no es para 
los pecados que estamos a punto de cometer, pero yo quería 
entablar más conversación con ella, para tratar de abrirle 
los ojos a otras alternativas en su situación tan difícil. Le 
hablé de un grupo de voluntarios católicos locales llamado 
Gabriel Project (Proyecto Gabriel). Se habían organizado 
para proporcionar una red de apoyo a las mujeres embara-
zadas que necesitaban ayuda para encontrar una salida a su 
embarazo en crisis. 

Compartí con ella cómo la gente del Proyecto Gabriel 
está lista para ayudar, y tienen algunos médicos en su lista 
que están dispuestos a brindar atención y ayudar con el 
parto gratuitamente. El grupo ofrece apoyo amistoso, recur-
sos prácticos, pañales, ropa de bebé, comida, un asiento 
para el automóvil, y tal vez incluso un poco de cuidado de 
niños cuando sea necesario. 

Por supuesto, ella nunca había oído hablar de tal cosa. 
Le di el número de teléfono de la persona de contacto, la 
animé a que dejara vivir a su bebé, y le hice saber que 
podía llamarme en cualquier momento para cualquier pre-
gunta. En ese momento, ella no me prometió nada. Ella dijo 

que lo pensaría y oraría al respecto. Después de que se fue, 
oré fervientemente para que el Señor la inspirara a elegir la 
vida. 

Después de un tiempo, supe que en realidad llamó a los 
voluntarios del Proyecto Gabriel, y ellos la ayudaron tal 
como dijeron que lo harían. Se convirtieron en su red de 
apoyo. La ayudaron a encontrar más recursos locales y le 
dieron esperanza. Llevó al bebé a término, tuvo un parto se-
guro y decidió criar al niño ella misma. 

Después de unos meses, recibí una llamada de ella. Ella 
quería bautizar a ese bebé en nuestra parroquia y quería que 
yo hiciera el bautismo.  Estaba encantado. Aunque los diác-
onos generalmente hacían los bautismos en esa parroquia, 
yo no podía dejar pasar esta. No sé si alguna vez he tenido 
una experiencia más profundamente agradecida de bautizar 
a un bebé.  

Ese niño no habría sobrevivido si no hubiera habido esa 
red de apoyo disponible para esa madre joven en su hora de 
necesidad. Han pasado muchos años desde entonces, y su 
hijo ahora es un adulto. Desde entonces he perdido el rastro 
de esa familia joven, pero espero pasar mucho tiempo con 
ellos en el cielo. 

Aquí en el oeste de Texas, en nuestras parroquias de la 
Diócesis de San Ángelo, nosotros también podemos formar 
redes similares de apoyo para mujeres en situaciones difí-
ciles de embarazo. Este es el rostro compasivo de nuestra 
iglesia pro-vida que la gente necesita encontrar. Por su-
puesto, no hay necesidad de duplicar los excelentes servi-
cios que ya están disponibles en los centros de recursos 
para el embarazo en nuestras principales ciudades. Nuestro 
objetivo es formar grupos católicos que trabajarán en cola-
boración con esos centros, ayudando a las personas a es-
tablecer conexiones con los servicios disponibles y 
brindando apoyo amistoso desde el corazón amoroso de la 
comunidad parroquial local. 

Si alguna parroquia desea explorar cómo comenzar con 
este ministerio gratificante, puede comunicarse con el Dr. 
Jim Sulliman al número de teléfono o dirección de correo 
electrónico a continuación. El Comité Católico Pro-Vida 
del Decanato de Abilene ha establecido recientemente su 
propio Proyecto Gabriel y estaría feliz de trabajar con nues-
tros otros decanatos para crear Proyectos Gabriel en toda 
nuestra diócesis. Para obtener más información, consulte la 
útil Guía de Acción Walking With Moms in Need en 
https://www.usccb.org/resources/walking-moms-need-ac-
tion-guide. 

El documento tiene 78 páginas, disponible en inglés o 
español. 

Si alguien desea hacer más preguntas, siéntase libre en 
comunicarse con cualquiera de los coordinadores de área 
de nuestro Ministerio Pro-Vida en la Diócesis de San 
Ángelo: 

  
Contacto diocesano 
Jerry Peters, Director Diocesano Pro-Vida 
325-374-5300 (Celular) 
jmpoutdoorsmen@aol.com 
 
Coordinador del área de Abilene 
Dr. Jim Sulliman 
325-692-4976 (Celular) 
sulliman@camalott.com 
 
Coordinador del área de Midland 
Faustino Rodríguez (bilingüe) 
432-638-9299 (Celular) 
tinorodriguez777@gmail.com 
 
Coordinador del área de Odessa 
Diácono Edward González 
432-413-6156 (Celular) 
egonzalez@sanangelodiocese.org 
 
Coordinador del área de San Ángelo 
Stephanie Socha 
325-277-3652 (Celular) 
stephaniesocha@yahoo.com 
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Maravillosamente he 
sido hecho

Espacio de Oración

Porque Tú formaste mis entrañas; 
Me hiciste en el seno de mi madre. 
Te daré gracias, porque asombrosa y maravillosa-

mente he sido hecho; 
Maravillosas son Tus obras, 
Y mi alma lo sabe muy bien. 
No estaba oculto de Ti mi cuerpo, 
Cuando en secreto fui formado, 
Y entretejido en las profundidades de la tierra. 
Tus ojos vieron mi embrión, 
Y en Tu libro se escribieron todos 
Los días que me fueron dados, 
Cuando no existía ni uno solo de ellos. 
 
Psalmo 139:13-16

Del ministerio de la caminada
Obispo  

Michael J. Sis 
 

Diócesis de  
San Ángelo

Por Barbara Fraser 
Catholic News Service 
 

LIMA, Perú (CNS) — La iglesia en 
América Latina y el Caribe está llamada a 
ser una iglesia misionera, una que atiende 
el clamor de los pobres y excluidos; una 
iglesia sinodal donde las mujeres, los jó-
venes y los laicos tienen un mayor protag-
onismo; y una iglesia que se evangeliza 
mientras evangeliza, según el documento 
final de la Primera Asamblea Eclesial de la 
iglesia celebrada hace un año en México. 

El documento de reflexiones y desa-
fíos pastorales resultante de la asamblea 
fue dado a conocer por los líderes del con-
sejo episcopal latinoamericano, CELAM, 
el 31 de octubre durante una conferencia 
de prensa en el Vaticano. La conferencia se 
transmitió en vivo en varias plataformas. 

La publicación refleja el deseo de una 
iglesia que "salga a la periferia… una igle-
sia samaritana… una iglesia que construya 
fraternidad, que se funda en el amor, en el 
encuentro con los que más sufren", dijo 
Mons. José Luis Azuaje de Maracaibo, 
Venezuela, presidente de Cáritas en Amé-
rica Latina y el Caribe, en un mensaje de 
video en la presentación.  

El documento es el fruto de un proceso 
de meses que incluyó un período de "escu-
cha" de abril a agosto de 2021, durante el 
cual unas 70,000 personas de toda la re-
gión brindaron sus comentarios, tras una 
asamblea de una semana del 21 al 28 de 
noviembre. 

Ese proceso, que usó la metodología 
utilizada para el Sínodo de los Obispos 
para la Amazonía en octubre de 2019, con-
virtió a la asamblea eclesial en "un labo-
ratorio práctico" para el Sínodo de los 

Obispos sobre la sinodalidad, que co-
menzó con sesiones de escucha este año, a 
las que seguirán reuniones en Roma en 
2023 y 2024, dijo el arzobispo Miguel Ca-
brejos de Trujillo, de Perú, presidente del 
CELAM. 

Publicado en inglés, español, por-
tugués, italiano y alemán, con una versión 
en francés también prometida, el doc-
umento pretende ser no solo un resumen, 
sino una guía para la acción en los próx-
imos años, dijo el cardenal Leopoldo José 
Brenes de Managua, Nicaragua, y segundo 
vicepresidente del CELAM. 

"Este no es un documento más", dijo, 
y agregó que las reflexiones y propuestas 
"son algo mucho más dinámico... que dará 
un nuevo impulso a nuestra labor pasto-
ral". 

El documento, titulado " Hacia una 
Iglesia sinodal en salida a las periferias", 
comienza resumiendo los "signos de los 
tiempos" en la región, incluida la pan-
demia de COVID-19, lo que significó que 
solo unos 100 participantes asistieron a la 
asamblea mientras que otros 1,104 partici-
paron en línea. 

Estos signos de los tiempos, basados 
en los aportes de las sesiones de escucha, 
incluyen desigualdades sociales y económ-
icas exacerbadas por la pandemia; la cor-
rupción gubernamental y la fragilidad de 
las democracias de la región; devastación 
del medio ambiente, especialmente en la 
Amazonía; migración masiva; el creci-
miento de las ciudades; y una expansión 
tanto de las iglesias pentecostales como 
del secularismo. 

Los temas dentro de la iglesia que se 
mencionaron durante el proceso de escu-
cha y en la asamblea incluyeron la necesi-

dad de "superar el clericalismo", un lla-
mado a la transparencia en el manejo de 
casos de abuso, mejor formación para sac-
erdotes y religiosos, y oportunidades para 
una mayor formación y participación de 
laicos, incluyendo mujeres, jóvenes, in-
dígenas y afrodescendientes. 

Los religiosos y religiosas de la región 
"estamos abrazando nuestra identidad de 
discípulos y misioneros, y entendemos que 
es necesario que nos convirtamos", dijo 
sor Liliana Franco Echeverri, de la Com-
pañía de María Nuestra Señora, presidenta 
de la Confederación Latinoamericana de 
Religiosos, dijo en un video menaje.  

"Todos necesitamos formación para 
ser mejores testigos y priorizar la form-
ación en la sinodalidad para superar las 
muchas y muy diversas formas de clerical-
ismo", añadió. "En contextos tan comple-
jos como los de nuestro mundo, estamos 
llamados a ser signo, a ser expresión de 
una forma de ser y de valores que en defi-
nitiva deben ser contraculturales y elo-
cuentes". 

Los participantes en la Asamblea Ecle-
sial de 2021 también pidieron un papel 
más importante para los jóvenes, un pe-
dido repetido por Paola Balanza, líder del 
ministerio juvenil boliviano, en un men-
saje de video en la conferencia de prensa. 

Los jóvenes, con su creatividad y entu-
siasmo, "pueden hacer un gran aporte a la 
iglesia. Pero necesitamos estar en espacios 
donde se tomen decisiones, donde se nos 
tome en cuenta y donde se escuche nuestra 
voz", dijo Balanza. "Es importante que nos 
demos cuenta de que somos obra de Dios, 
somos tierra santa, no solo somos el fu-
turo, también somos el presente". 

Instó a los líderes de la iglesia de la re-

gión a no dejar el documento posterior a la 
asamblea en el estante, sino a tomar medi-
das para implementarlo. 

El documento finaliza con decenas de 
"líneas de acción" para afrontar los retos 
planteados en el apartado "signos de los 
tiempos". Cuando se les preguntó a los líd-
eres del CELAM en la conferencia de 
prensa sobre cómo se implementarían esas 
acciones, la respuesta general fue que los 
pasos específicos dependerían de cada 
conferencia de obispos. 

En cierta medida, eso deja al doc-
umento de la Asamblea Eclesial en la 
misma situación que el documento que 
puso fin a la V Conferencia General de 
Obispos de América Latina y el Caribe en 
Aparecida, Brasil, en 2007. Esa reunión 
terminó con un llamado a una "gran mis-
ión continental" para llegar a los católicos 
que habían dejado la iglesia e invitar a 
otros a unirse. 

Si bien las jurisdicciones individuales 
pueden haber hecho esfuerzos, sin em-
bargo, nunca se desarrolló un plan a nivel 
regional. 

Fue por esa razón que cuando los obi-
spos latinoamericanos propusieron una 
sexta conferencia general para conmem-
orar el 15º aniversario de Aparecida, el 
papa Francisco, quien dirigió la comisión 
que redactó el documento de Aparecida 
como cardenal Jorge Bergoglio de Argen-
tina, en cambio les pidió que encontraran 
una forma de implementar las conclu-
siones de Aparecida que quedaron pen-
dientes. Esa petición dio lugar al proceso 
de escucha y de la Asamblea Eclesial. 

Pero aunque no hay un plan  
 

Véase CELAM, Página 19 

Líderes católicos quieren una iglesia latinoamericana sinodal
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CALENDARS

November 2022 
 
1 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Mass 

at 6:30 p.m. 
2 SAN ANGELO, Calvary Cemetery, Blessing of the 

graves at 4:30 p.m., Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
3–6 SOUTH BEND, IN, University of Notre Dame 
10–12 WASHINGTON, DC, USCCB, Inauguration of Insti-

tute on the Catechism 
13–18 WASHINGTON, DC, USCCB Plenary Assembly 
19 SAN ANGELO, St. Mary, Baptism at 11:00 a.m. 
19 ODESSA, Holy Redeemer, Christ the King Mass at 

7:00 p.m. 
22 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Vocation 

Team meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
29 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Pension 

Plan Committee meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
December 2022 
 
2 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, joint meet-

ing of Finance Council and Presbyteral Council at 
11:00 a.m., meeting of Presbyteral Council at 2:00 
p.m. 

2 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, An-
nual Priests, Deacons and Wives, and Religious Ad-
vent Dinner and Social at 5:00 p.m. 

3 ROUND ROCK, Texas State Council, Knights of Co-

lumbus meeting 
6 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Liturgical 

Commission meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
6 SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, RCIA meeting at 6:00 

p.m. 
7 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, An-

nual Staff Advent Dinner and Social at 6:30 p.m. 
8 MIDLAND, St. Ann Catholic School, Mass at 8:30 

a.m. 
8 MIDLAND, St. Stephen, St. Stephen’s Homeschool 

Coop 
11 BIG SPRING, Holy Trinity, Mass at 11:00 a.m. with 

blessing of Grotto and Stations of the Cross 
11 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Proj-

ect Miriam Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
12 ROBERT LEE, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mass at 

11:30 a.m. 
12 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Mass 

at 6:00 p.m. with Procession 
14 SAN ANGELO, Angelo Catholic School, Mass at 8:30 

a.m. 
14 ABILENE, Sacred Heart, Mass at 5:30 p.m. with ded-

ication of new Parish Hall 
18 ODESSA, Holy Redeemer, Mass at 6:00 p.m. with 

Posadas 
18 ODESSA, St. Mary, Masses at 5:00 a.m. and 8:00 

a.m. 
19–21 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Semi-

narian Gathering 

November 
 
10 Rev. James Coleman (D — 2002) 
12 Rev. Robert Vreteau, OMI (D — 2013) 
13 Deacon Floyd Schwartz (B) 
19 Deacon Abel Fernandez (B) 
19 Rev. Frank Zimmerman, CM (D — 

1999) 
23 Deacon Jesse Guajardo (D — 2020) 
23 Rev. Ariel Lagunilla (B) 
23 Rev. Colm Mulligan, MSC (D — 2003) 
24 Deacon Leroy Beach (D — 2016) 
26 Rev. Fabian Rosette (B) 
27 Rev. Michael Dwyer, MSC (D — 1997) 
 
 
December 
 
1 Rev. John A. Pierce (D — 1979) 
1 Rev. Joseph Uecker (B) 
2 Rev. Juan Lopez (B) 
4 Rev. Thomas Manimala (B) 
4 Rev. Larry Cyr, CPPS (D — 2017) 
5 Rev. Laurent Mvondo (O — 1981) 
5 Rev. Angel Vizcarra, OP (D — 2004) 
7 Deacon Arturo Casarez (O — 2002) 
7 Deacon Michael Kahlig (O — 2002) 
7 Deacon Michael LaMonica (O — 2002) 
10 Rev. Francis Njoku (B) 
12 Rev. James Aaron (D — 1999) 
12 Rev. Romanus Akamike (D — 2015) 
12 Deacon Jose Gallegos (B) 
12 Deacon Nestor Perez (D — 1993) 
12 Deacon Lorenzo Salazar (B) 
14 Rev. Albert Ezeanya (B) 
14 Rev. Bernardito Getigan (O — 1985) 
15 Rev. Peter Vaitonis (D — 1968) 
17 Rev. Joseph Vathalloor, CMI (D — 

2020) 
17 Rev. Lázaro Hernández (B) 
18 Deacon Fred Greene (O — 1977) 
19 Deacon Salvador Primera (B) 
20 Deacon Julio Carrasco (B) 
20 Rev. John Waldron (D — 1995) 
21 Rev. Thomas Manimala (O — 1995) 
21 Bishop Michael Pfeifer (O — 1964) 
21 Rev. Bala Anthony Govindu (B — 

1982) 
21 Rev. Adam Droll (B) 
23 Rev. Yesuratnam Mulakaleti (O — 

2004) 
27 Rev. Mark Woodruff (B) 
28 Rev. Nicholas Femenia, CM (D — 

1999) 
28 Rev. Knick Knickerbocker (B) 
28 Rev. Msgr. Benedict Zientek (B) 
29 Deacon Miguel Lopez (B) 
30 Rev. Joseph Choutapalli (O — 1990) 
30 Rev. John Hoorman, CPPS (D — 

1995)

Bishop’s Calendar 
 

Please contact the bishop’s assistant, Lupe Castillo, for information about the bishop’s calendar. 

325-651-7500 | lcastillo@sanangelodiocese.org

Please pray for our clergy

Reporting Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San 

Angelo is firmly committed to creating 
and maintaining the safest possible en-
vironment for our children and vulner-
able adults. If you or someone you 
know has been sexually abused by 
anyone who serves the Church, and you 
need a place to talk with someone 
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt 
by the Church, we are here to help you. 
To report incidents, call Lori Hines, 
Victim Assistance Coordinator, 325-
374-7609 (cell), or write Diocese of 
San Angelo, Victim Assistance Mini-

stry, PO Box 1829, San Angelo, TX 
76902. If the incident occurred outside 
this diocese, our Victim Assistance Co-
ordinator will assist in bringing your 
concern to the attention of the appropri-
ate diocese.  Please keep in mind that 
one always has the right to report abuse 
to civil authorities, and civil law re-
quires that any abuse of a minor must 
be reported. To report about a bishop, 
the Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting 
Service can be accessed by visiting Re-
portBishopAbuse.org or by calling 800-
276-1562 (national hotline).

Reportar Abuso Sexual
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo 

está firmemente comprometida a crear y 
mantener el ambiente más seguro posible 
para nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables. 
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha 
sido víctima de abuso sexual por cualquier 
persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y necesita 
un lugar para hablar con alguien sobre sus 
sentimientos de traición o herido por la 
Iglesia, estamos aquí para ayudarle. Para 
reportar incidentes, llame a Lori Hines, 
Coordinadora de Asistencia a Víctimas, 
325-374-7609 (celular), o escriba a la 
Diócesis de San Ángelo, Ministerio de 
Asistencia a Víctimas, PO Box 1829, San 

Ángelo, TX 76902. Un intérprete de espa-
ñol está disponible. Si el incidente ocurrió 
fuera de esta diócesis, nuestra Coordina-
dora de Asistencia a Victimas le ayudará a 
traer su preocupación a la atención de la 
diócesis correspondiente. Por favor, tenga 
en cuenta que uno siempre tiene el dere-
cho de reportar el abuso a las autoridades 
civiles, y la ley civil requiere que cualquier 
abuso de un menor de edad debe ser repor-
tado. Para reportar sobre un obispo, se 
puede acceder al Servicio de Reportes de 
Abuso de Obispos Católicos visitando Re-
portBishopAbuse.org o llamando al 800-
276-1562 (línea directa nacional).

B = Birthday | O = Date of Ordination 

D = Date of Death

Campaign for Human Development  
November 13, 2022 

 
The goal of the CHD is to break the cycle of poverty by help-

ing low-income people  
participate in decisions that affect their lives, families and 

communities. 
 
 

Retirement Fund for Religious 
December 11, 2022 

 
The Retirement Fund for Religious helps religious communities 

care for senior members.

Upcoming  
Special  

Collections

 
November 2022 
 
1 CKRC Offices Closed in Observance of All Saints Day 
2 Shannon Volunteers 
4–6 DOSA Deacons’ Retreat 2 
9 DOSA Staff Meeting, Mass & Lunch 
18–20 Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
24–25 CKRC Offices Closed for Thanksgiving

December 2022 
 
1 Advent Morning Reflection 
2 Bishop's Advent Clergy Party 
7 Bishop's Advent Staff Party 
8 CKRC Offices closed in Observance of Immaculate 

Conception 
8–11 Deacon Formation  
11 Marion Dinner 
15 DOSA Pot Luck/Ugly Sweater 
19–21 Seminarian Winter Gathering 
23–26 CKRC Offices Closed in Observance of Christmas 
30 CKRC Offices Closed for New Year Holiday 

Christ the King Retreat Center

Saturday, Nov. 12 
St. Mary Queen of Peace Parish, Brownwood 

1103 Main Ave. 
325-646-7455 

 
Sunday, Nov. 13 

St. Joseph Parish, Rowena 
506 Edwards 
325-446-3521 

Fall Festivals

The ASU Neman Center is hosting their 5th 

annual Awakening Retreat for college stu-

dents Nov. 18-20 at St. Boniface Parish in 

Olfen. Register at www.catholicram.org/rama 
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Updates from Angelo Catholic School
By Lea Kelley 
 
Students visit pumpkin patch 
 

Our 1st though 4th grade classes took 
a field trip to Circle S Corn Maze and 
Pumpkin Patch. Students took part in a 
science experiment on pumpkin buoyancy, 
walked through the Noah’s Ark corn 
maze, and enjoyed a picnic lunch. At the 
end of their field trip, each student was 
given a small pumpkin to take home. 

The 3K, 4K, and kindergarten classes 
toured the pumpkin patch at Sierra Vista 
United Methodist Church. They were 
greeted by staff, read a story and were 
able to enjoy a morning playing in the 
pumpkin patch. 

A great time was had by all! We are 
thankful to Circle S and Sierra Vista UMC 
for allowing our students the opportunity 
to visit their beautiful pumpkin patches. 
 
St. Francis Mass, dogs, kitties, and 
snakes ... oh my! 
 

It was a glorious morning as we cele-
brated the Feast of St. Francis Mass out-
side with ACS students, families, 
community members and our beloved 
pets. We had turtles, dogs, kittens, stuffed 
animals, and photos — all blessed by 
Father Santiago Udayar. 

ACS was able to bless Concho Valley 
PAWS with pet supplies that were so gen-
erously donated by ACS families. We pray 
that it blesses the homeless pets that CV 
PAWS serves. 

 
Volleyball, flag football, and our new 
Eagle pep squad 
 

Our Lady Eagles volleyball team 
worked hard this volleyball season, and 
while they came up short on wins, they 
gained confidence and improved signifi-
cantly. Couch Stroud stated that “they all 
did great” and is proud of the strides they 
have made. 

Our Eagles flag football team re-
cently won their first game of the season. 
It is a young squad this year, but they are 
developing their skills and techniques. 
We are proud of all their hard work this 
season and can’t wait for next year! 

This is the inaugural year of our 
Eagles pep squad. They are a wonderful 
addition to our athletic events. The girls 
have worked hard learning cheers and 
routines to cheer our Eagles to victory! 

Come join in the fun and watch our 
Eagles in action! Check the ACS website 
for dates and times:  
www.angelocatholicschool.org. 

Angelo Catholic School celebrates  
Principal Elizabeth Mata 

 
October was 

National Principal 
Month, and Angelo 
Catholic School has 
been blessed with 
one of the best. Eliz-
abeth Mata has been 
principal at ACS for 
two years, but she is 
hardly a new face 
around campus. 
Mrs. Mata served as 
ACS secretary for many years, prior to 
teaching at Glenn Middle School. 

All of the Mata children have attended 
Angelo Catholic School over the years. Two 
of her children are still Eagles. 

Last year, ACS students scored excep-
tionally well on the IITBS standardized test, 
particularly in math and science. She is 
working to expand not only enrollment, but 
also service projects, extracurricular clubs, 
and, most importantly, the students’ faith. 
Mrs. Mata is a shining example of our Cath-
olic faith, and sharing that with her students 
is her most important calling as a principal. 

We pray that God continues to bless 
Mrs. Mata and Angelo Catholic School. 

- - - 
Lea Kelley is Director of Recruitment 

and Marketing at Angelo Catholic School.

NCEA reports quicker academic  

recovery from pandemic for Catholic schools
By Mark Pattison  
Catholic News Service 
 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The National Catholic 
Educational Association says Catholic schools have 
recovered more quickly from the pandemic than their 
public school counterparts. 

The successes, according to the NCEA, go across 
the board when looking separately at Black students, 
Hispanic students, students from low-income house-
holds, and students who qualify for free and reduced-
price meals. 

The scores were first reported in October by the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress, collo-
quially known as "The Nation's Report Card." The 
numbers tracked the progress, or lack thereof, in math 
and reading by both fourth graders and eighth graders. 

While Catholic schools' scores are generally better 
than those of their public school counterparts — 
Annie Smith, NCEA vice president of data and re-
search, said eighth graders pre-COVID-19 were about 
5% better in math and 6% better in reading — the new 
numbers, based on testing conducted in 2021, showed 
a wider separation between the two. 

Catholic schools' scores have pretty much 
bounced back to the levels they had achieved prior to 
the coronavirus pandemic's onset in March 2020. The 
only area that is still not up to snuff is eighth-grade 
math, which is still five points behind pre-pandemic 
levels. 

Even so, said NCEA president Lincoln Snyder, 
those numbers are 15 points ahead of the comparable 
figures reported by public schools. 

"It wasn't a surprise to me at all," Snyder told 
Catholic News Service in an Oct. 28 phone interview. 
"We've been monitoring testing data, really, through-
out COVID." 

The NAEP numbers, Snyder said, bear out what a 
private firm found in 2021 when it conducted a lateral 
study of 3 million U.S. students to assess learning 
loss. 

Given the upheaval wrought by the pandemic 
within society in general, and education in particular, 
Snyder said, "you would expect all students to have 
some learning loss." But it was the ability to bounce 
back that characterized much of Catholic education, 
he added. 

"It's a testament to our educators to meet in person 
as soon as possible," Snyder said. "It greatly did im-
prove our Catholic school outcomes." 

The NAEP numbers dovetail with the NCEA's 
own census showing that, for the first time in 20 
years, enrollment in Catholic schools across the 
United States increased by 62,000. The number of 
Catholic schools also stayed steady, as 50 new schools 
were created to offset the closing of 50 other schools. 

"We did have a big uptick in enrollment. We had 
an initial drop. In March of '20, when we went to dis-
tance learning, people were fearful for losing their 
jobs. Or they did lose their jobs, but they quickly re-

covered. " 
"Our retention of those new families was very 

high," Snyder told CNS, citing a rate of 90% percent 
and "some dioceses were really as high as 98%." 

"They fell in love with the school, but they also 
stayed because of the community. This is a real oppor-
tunity for us to shine," he said. 

Only about one-third of dioceses had reported en-
rollment numbers for the current school year to the 
NCEA. A final tally is not expected until the spring. 

Smith told CNS in a Nov. 1 phone interview that 
for Catholic schools to get back to their 2019 achieve-
ment levels, "our teachers are doing what they need to 
do already. They're in the classroom, they're working 
with students, they're creating individualized learning 
plans." 

She confessed to being "a little disappointed with 
the drop in the eighth-grade math" scores, but "they're 
going to graduate into our high schools, so we're 
going to make sure this doesn't have a long-term im-
pact." 

Snyder said the NCEA has to "do a good job of 
telling our story." 

"I think we have a very compelling story to tell," 
he explained. "We educate the whole children. We 
teach them to be servant leaders in Christ. Our 
teachers really model that servant leadership. I think 
they were committed to an adult that was committed 
to them. They can see that commitment and they re-
sponded to it."
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Give to the Bishop Sis Endowment Fund
By Lois Folger 
President of the Board of Trustees 
Catholic Charitable Foundation  

 
Shortly after his appointment as the 

Bishop of San Angelo on Dec. 12, 2013, 
benefactors from our diocese made a dona-
tion to establish the Most Rev. Michael J. Sis 
Endowment Fund of the Catholic Charitable 
Foundation for the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of San Angelo. The fund is set up as an unre-
stricted endowment, which means the princi-
ple is invested in perpetuity while the 
earnings from the fund are used to support 
the areas of greatest need in our diocese.  

Bishop Sis serves as Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees for the Catholic Charitable 

Foundation. Through his leadership, he pro-
vides guidance and governance to the trust-
ees and trustee meetings. He knows firsthand 
the urgent needs of the various parish com-
munities and ministries throughout our dio-
cese. It is with this knowledge and 
experience in administration that he ensures 
the foundation achieves its mission.  

In visiting with Bishop Sis about the en-
dowment, he said, “A contribution to the 
Catholic Charitable Foundation is a proac-
tive investment in the future of the church in 
West Texas. It is an expression of good stew-
ardship in gratitude to God. On a perpetual 
basis, the earnings from this fund will sup-
port the pastoral, educational, and charitable 
activities of the Roman Catholic Church in 

our diocese through the annual grant pro-
cess. These grants will allow parishes, 
schools, and organizations to receive much-
needed financial support as the years go by. I 
am very grateful to those generous members 
of our diocese who have given of their per-
sonal resources to continue building this 

fund.”  
Anyone can contribute to the Most Rev. 

Michael J. Sis Endowment Fund by going 
online to the foundation’s website at 
www.catholicfoundationsanangelo.org or by 
calling Deacon Les Maiman at 325-651-
7500. 

Bishop Michael J. Sis and Father Albert Ezeanya vis-
ited students at Abilene Christian University on Oct. 6.

COURTESY

COURTESY

COURTESY

The Knights of Columbus from Holy 
Trinity Parish in Big Spring recently col-
lected $1,500 and a table full of items for 
the Life Center in Big Spring.

Catholic  
students at  

Abilene 
Christian 
University

Knights gather 
supplies for  

Life Center in 
Big Spring
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What’s new with St. Mary Parish in Odessa?
By Sister Maria Theresa Arzagon, OND 
 

Gratitude overflows from our hearts here at 
St. Mary's Church in Odessa. After a year of re-
pairs and construction for the new face of St. 
Mary's Church, we are now back in the newly-
renovated place of worship where the presence 
of the tabernacle occupies the heart of the altar. 
Indeed, on time for our diocesan and parish-level 
Eucharistic Revival. Christ's presence being 
adored not only during Masses but on the first 
Saturday and all Wednesdays, where the faithful 
gather for a novena to Our Lady, Mother of Per-
petual Help, followed by an hour of adoration 
and silence. To top them all, the opportunity of 
the faithful to encounter Christ in his Real Pres-
ence at the altar and in confession during the si-
lence period. 

Thanks to the generosity of all who became 
part of achieving this new phase and new face of 
our church today. 
 
Diocesan Conference Day 
 

Eighteen active catechists and parish leaders 
of St. Mary’s gathered for the virtual Diocesan 
Conference Day Oct. 15, 2022. Through the ini-
tiative of Sr. Maria, OND, the then-Director of 
Religious Education, this yearly encounter was 
facilitated. The challenges at present impel us to 
be more innovative and creative in our desire to 
offer a more  holistic formation for all the stu-
dents under our care. This may require from us 
our talent, treasure, our time, even a lot of pa-
tience, but the work of our hands now will need 
for our students and fellow ministers to appreci-
ate the beauty God has given us in various ex-
pressions and fields. As we commemorate the 
importance of the Eucharist, we are more chal-
lenged to go down into the deepest meaning of 
every part of the Mass. We are called to enter 
into renewal of our own faith so that we will be-
come worthy of receiving Jesus all the days of 
our life. This will never be easy but, putting our 
trust to God the source of everything, we know 
in our hearts that renewal will always begin with 
us. It may not be so soon, but the little goodness, 
change, and transformation that happens from 
any of us may create a ripple of hope for those 
who desire for change and growth, not only as a 
person, but as God's faithful minister servant 
who will dedicate his or her life to make the Eu-
charist alive in the home, in the work place, in 
the community, and in the whole world.

COURTESY

COURTESY

Left: A new stained glass window at St. Mary Parish in Odessa 
shows the parish’s patroness. 
 
Below: Catechists and parish leaders gathered at St. Mary to 
participate in the virtual Diocesan Conference Day Oct. 15.

Fishers of Men Dinner

COURTESY

Father Donald Calloway, a priest of the Congregation of Marian 
Fathers of the Immaculate Conception, known as “the surfing pri-
est” was the keynote speaker at the 2022 Guadalupe Radio Net-
work’s Fishers of Men Dinner Oct. 1 at the Odessa Marriott Hotel 
and Conference Center. 

Eucharistic Revival at the priests’ fall convocation

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

The priests of the Diocese of San Angelo gathered for their annual fall convocation at Christ the King Retreat Center 
Oct. 4 and 5, 2022. The presenter was Father Michael G. Earthman, STD, a priest of the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston, and Director of Liturgical Formation at St. Mary’s Seminary.
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Catholic Daughters of the Americas

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Bishop Michael J. Sis was the guest speaker 
at the Oct. 20, 2022, meeting of the San Angelo 
Court of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 
Court #1736, Santa Angela. 

Bishop Sis shared updates from around the di-
ocese and his desire that more parishes in the dio-
cese become involved with the USCCB’s program 
Walking with Moms in Need and the Gabriel 
Project (see Bishop Sis’ column on Page 2 for 
more information on this ministry). 

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas is a 
service and charity organization for Catholic 
women. In the Diocese of San Angelo, there are 
currently Catholic Daughters courts in Brown-
wood, Olfen, Rowena, San Angelo, and Wall. 

If you are interested in joining an existing 
court or starting one in a new town, visit with 
your pastor.

Bishop Michael J. Sis spoke at the Oct. 20 meeting of Court #1736 of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas at Holy Angels Parish in 
San Angelo. Seated, left to right, are Priscilla Keating, Araceli Padilla, Claudette Molina, and Jo Ann Franke.

COURTESY

Praying the Rosary in Ballinger

Parishioners of St. Mary, Star of the Sea Parish in Ballinger

COURTESY

Seminarian 

from Abilene 

becomes an 

acolyte

Seminarian Humberto Diaz was insti-
tuted into the ministry of acolyte on 
Monday, Oct. 10, 2022 by Bishop Mi-
chael Duca, the Bishop of Baton 
Rouge. The ministry of acolyte is the 
final ministry before a seminarian is 
ordained to the diaconate. Diaz 
studies at Notre Dame Seminary in 
New Orleans.

Everyone is invited to 

Sacred Heart Parish in Abilene 

for the grand opening  

of the new parish hall. 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2022 

Solemn High Mass at 5:30 p.m. 
Chief celebrant: Bishop Michael J. Sis 

Guest of honor: Mr. Scott Dueser and 

friends 

 

There will be a social in the new parish 

hall following Mass. 

 

FMI: Dan Cottner, 325-677-7951 

 

Sacred Heart Parish 

837 Jeanette St., Abilene, TX
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#iGiveCatholic returns Nov. 29
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The annual #iGiveCatholic day of giving returns the Tuesday after Thanksgiving. 
Through this initiative, you can donate directly to local Catholic parishes, ministries, and 
schools. 

Participating entities in the Diocese of San Angelo this year are: St. Joseph Parish, San 
Angelo; St. Charles Parish, Eden; Christ the King Retreat Center, San Angelo; Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Parish and Shrine, Midland; Catholic Charities Odessa; Our Mother of Mercy 
Mission, Merkel; St. Stephen Parish, Midland; Holy Cross Catholic High School of Mid-
land/Odessa; Holy Angels Parish, San Angelo; St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Abilene; ASU 
Catholic Newman Center, San Angelo; St. Joseph Parish, Stanton; Angelo Catholic School, 
San Angelo; Sacred Heart Cathedral, San Angelo; Holy Redeemer Parish, Odessa; St. Marga-
ret of Scotland Parish, San Angelo; St. Vincent Pallotti Parish, Abilene; St. Ann Catholic 
School, Midland; Holy Trinity Parish, Big Spring; St. Mary Parish, San Angelo; St. Mary 
Queen of Peace Parish, Brownwood; and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Ozona.

Marriage Encounter Weekend Nov. 18–20
MARRIED COUPLES: How 
would you like to spend a 
weekend away with your 
spouse – just the two of you? 
Away from everything: the 
kids, job, phone, bills and 
house? Plan to get away to a 
Worldwide Marriage En-
counter Weekend Nov. 18–20 
at Christ the King Retreat 
Center (San Angelo). For 
more information call Zeb or 
Geraldine Evans at (619) 559-
1860 or visit us online at 
www.wwme.org.

Learn about vocation of sisters at 

Project Miriam
On Sunday, Dec. 11, 2022, the Vocation Office of the Diocese of San Angelo will be host-

ing the first annual “Project Miriam” dinner. This is an opportunity for young women to meet 
women religious from around the country, to learn more about this particular vocation.  

For more information and to register, please contact Kristie Garcia at 325-651-7500 or 
kgarcia@sanangelodiocese.org.
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St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Parish, Junction

COURTESY

Left: Father Mark Woodruff, pastor of St. Theresa of the Child 
Jesus Parish in Junction, has overseen some recent ren-
ovations to the church, including a new sign. The sign re-
places one that was 18 years old. The purchase of the sign 
was made possible by a grant from the Catholic Charitable 
Foundation for the Roman Catholic Diocese of San Angelo.

COURTESY

Middle: St. Theresa Parish also has a new stained glass win-
dow. Designed by IHS Studios of Fredericksburg, the window 
was donated by the children of Father Knick and Sandie 
Knickerbocker in honor of their 60th wedding anniversary.

COURTESY

Right: The 2022 confirmation class at St. Theresa Parish in 
Junction were confirmed in a Mass Sunday, Oct. 16, 2022.

Confirmation at Sacred Heart, Menard

COURTESY

Kaiden Tanner, a student at Angelo State University, was confirmed at Sacred Heart Parish in Menard, Sunday, Oct. 16, 2022, and joined by Bishop Michael J. Sis and 
the 4th-degree Knights of Columbus from the parish.

Men knighted as members of 4th degree

COURTESY

New 4th-degree members of Council 12657 at St. Stephen Parish in Midland were knighted in a ceremony in Lubbock Sept. 17, 2022. The new members are members of 4th Degree Assembly 2229 in Midland. 
Left to right are Abel Abundez, Lewis Hinojos, Gene Valdez, Javier Guebara, Art Corrales, Roberto Mesa, Richard DeHoyos and Rey Garcia. Abel Abundez and Rey Garcia were the sponsors.
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Vocation to religious life: A fateful email
It all began with one fateful email. A senior in college, I 

was preparing to travel to the U.S.-Mexico border for thesis 
research on women in migration. 

During my search for lodging, a mentor connected me 
with a small community of Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati 
who lived near El Paso, Texas. 

Just hours after receiving my request, Sister Janet Gildea 
wrote back: "Welcome!" Without ever having met me, 
Sisters Janet, Carol and Peggy hosted me in their cozy home 
and even helped me with my research. 

I was touched by the experience, but joining their reli-
gious congregation was light-years off my radar. 

Six months later, I graduated with degrees in psychol-
ogy and Spanish, a hunger for faith and service, and an inter-
est in immigration — but no clear career path forward. 
Beyond all logic, I felt God beckoning me to volunteer in 
Ecuador with a program called Rostro de Cristo.  

Fearful but open, I plunged into what became two years 
of living in community with other young adults, serving in 
outreach organizations and sharing life with my Ecuadorian 

neighbors. 
On dirt roads, over steaming plates of plantains and in 

open-air chapels, I encountered Christ in a way that trans-
formed me irrevocably.  

In the midst of all that, a strange thing happened: I 
sensed God inviting me to become a nun. I was praying on a 
beach when the alarming thought first arose. Over the next 
weeks, it kept popping up until I couldn't ignore it anymore. 

I eventually started to meet with a spiritual director, and 
to my dismay, the possibility of a call to religious life only 
got clearer. 

I realized that my volunteer experience of community, 
simplicity, spirituality, and mission on the margins echoed 
religious life — and it was bringing me deep joy and pur-
pose. So, I emailed Sister Janet Gildea. 

In the fall, after returning from Ecuador, I moved in with 
the sisters on the border as a volunteer associate. 

I often say that the first few months in the convent were 
like a wildlife show: "Observe the sisters in their natural 
habitat!" I was surprised by how "normal" they were. They 
brushed their teeth, got oil changes, watched movies and — 
gasp — got on each other's nerves. 

At the same time, I was awed by how they lived out the 
extraordinary commitment they had made to God, one 
another, and the world. One of the biggest surprises was the 
array of ways sisters ministered: in health care, pastoral 
ministry, social work, music, activism, education, and more! 

I began to understand that I could come as I was and put 
my gifts at the service of God's people. 

Through shared prayer, reflection days, ministry, advo-
cacy and long meals at the long kitchen table, I tasted the 
living charism of the Sisters of Charity, and I started to sense 
that I, too, was born to be "urged by the love of Christ" and 

"dare to risk a caring response." 
In a real-life plot twist, just as my heart began to beat in 

tune with the call of the Sisters of Charity, it also began to 
fall for a person. 

Steve was a dear friend who had been a fellow volunteer 
in Ecuador. We stayed in touch once back in the U.S., pro-
cessing our mission experience and musing about where our 
lives were headed. 

Through long phone conversations from El Paso to Bos-
ton, our friendship clearly evolved into something more.  

I had heard that true discernment is between two goods, 
but I wasn't prepared for the anguish of such choosing. 

Steve was faith-filled, passionate, gentle, funny, com-
mitted to justice, and deeply kind. If I were called to mar-
riage, he would be the one. 

And yet, discerning with the Sisters of Charity had set 
my heart afire in ways I couldn't have imagined. What to 
do? 

My heart tossed and turned all year with indecision be-
tween two paths. Eventually, with the help of an excellent 
spiritual director and the selfless support of both Steve and 
the sisters, I realized that although I loved Steve dearly, I 
simply couldn't imagine my future as a wife and a mother.  

Despite the cost, I sensed that religious life would allow 
my gifts to flourish for the good of the world, and that 
brought breathtaking inner freedom. Somehow, my heart 
was made to love widely, in community with other women 
who felt the same uncommon call. 

I entered the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati in 2012. 
More than a decade later, I marvel at what that first, fateful 
email to Sister Janet set in motion. 

My curiosity met the sisters' radical hospitality, and my 
life changed forever. Sadly, in 2019, Sister Janet passed 
away too young after a long journey with cancer. I now 
serve my congregation as vocation director, as she did. 

A photo of her smiles at me as I type this story, the twin-
kle in her eyes urging me forward and assuring me of God's 
faithfulness. At the same time, another tab lies open on my 
laptop screen: the inbox for my vocations email account, 
ready to welcome those who come seeking.  

- - - 
Sister Tracy Kemme is a pastoral minister and the voca-

tion coordinator for her congregation, the Sisters of Charity 
of Cincinnati. Follow her on Twitter @cincyscvocations.

Sister Tracy Kemme 
Catholic News Service 
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Vocation to the priesthood:  
Finding the extraordinary in the normal
It was 20 years ago, on May 27, 2002, that I was given the 

profound privilege of receiving the sacrament of holy orders 
and began my life as a priest of the Diocese of Sacramento, Cal-
ifornia. 

I have heard priests and bishops share their incredible and 
profound experiences of recognizing the vocation to the priest-
hood. I wish I could say the same. My recognition of the call in-
volved a long period of discernment and acceptance. 

I grew up in Manila, Philippines, and both my parents 
worked. We did not have a lot, but our parents made sure that I, 
my two sisters and brother were never in need of basic neces-
sities. 

Our parents taught us values in life and encouraged us to do 
well in school. They may not have had much to pass on, but a 
good education was for them a worthy legacy to impart.  

The faith practice in our household was not too different 
than anyone else's family that I knew then. My family went to 
Mass on Sundays. 

The notion of a vocation to the priesthood did not come to 
me until my sophomore year at the University of the Philippines 
Diliman. 

I intended to obtain a degree in philosophy as my requisite 
undergrad degree for law school. I had wanted to be a lawyer as 
far as I can remember.  

I got involved with our local choir that sang for Mass in our 
area. It eventually led me be involved with the parish youth 
ministry. 

One summer, a group of seminarians came to do their apos-
tolate in our area. One of them jokingly told me that I would do 
well in the seminary. Nothing profound, but it was enough to 
initiate my discernment of becoming a priest. I had to forego 
my intention to become a lawyer.  

I presented myself to the stringent seminary screening pro-
cess, hoping that I would not be admitted. I entered San Carlos 
Seminary in the city of Makati, Philippines, in 1992. 

During my junior year in seminary, my family immigrated 
to the United States. I was not able to join them due to my age.  

Prior to my senior year, the Diocese of Sacramento started a 
program that looked for families who had sons who are in the 
seminary in the Philippines. 

My mother asked me if I was interested. I inquired and was 
accepted. This allowed me to be united with my family sooner 
than the normal immigration process would have allowed.  

It also made me give the vocation to the priesthood a sec-
ond look. Before I was given the opportunity to come to Sacra-
mento, I was in the process of convincing myself that I had 
given the vocation to the priesthood a try, and I thought I needed 
to move on to do other things.  

By the time I was in my third year of formation in theology 
at St. Patrick Seminary in Menlo Park, California, I embraced 
the undeniable truth that the priesthood was the life for me, and 
I came to accept that God had made this evident in my everyday 

mundane experiences. 
After ordination, I was named the parochial vicar of St. Jo-

seph Parish in Elk Grove from 2002-2003, then as the same at 
St. Philomene Church in Sacramento, from 2003-2004. Our or-
dinary named me diocesan vocation director in 2004 until 2009, 
the pastor of St. Joseph Church in Auburn, from 2009-2012, and 
as the pastor at St. Joseph Church in Elk Grove from 2012-
2016.  

I was then asked by our ordinary to obtain a degree in 
canon law, which I completed at The Catholic University of 
America's School of Canon Law in 2019. I am currently work-
ing as one of the canon lawyers in our tribunal. 

Many have often associated the realization of the vocation 
to priesthood and religious life with some incredible epiphany-
like experience. 

The reality for me was that it was a gradual confirmation of 
a vocation through the undeniable joy and peace I experienced 
in the formation process and being open to it. 

I liken the years of formation to an extended period of en-
gagement. The discernment was both on the candidate and 
those involved in formation. Though not free of its share of 
crises and challenges, the decision to move forward toward or-
dination was mutually agreed upon by all parties in formation.  

The support from my parents, siblings and a few close 
friends sustained me throughout my time in formation, and they 
continue to inspire me each day to humbly, with everything I 
have and hold, serve the people of God. 

Today, I continue to experience the confirmation of the vo-
cation to the priesthood in the most normal of daily tasks as a 
priest, from the daily routine of prayers, the celebration of the 
Mass, immersion in the lives of the flock, and to holding a 
plunger for the church toilet.  

Vocation was and is a gradual finding the extraordinary in-
vitation in the normal daily occurrences. God's voice appears to 
be clearer in the ordinary moments of daily life, a constant and 
consistent truth in the last 20 years for me. 

- - - 
Ordained for the Diocese of Sacramento, California, in 

2002, Father Brian Atienza is currently serving his local church 
as the defender of the bond in the marriage tribunal. Father 
Atienza was born and raised in the Philippines.

Father Brian Atienza 
Catholic News Service 
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The Catholic Church is quickly approaching the litur-
gical season of Advent, which will begin on Nov. 27, 
2022. We know from our experience of Advent that cer-
tain things in our churches will look different in the 
weeks to come: purple vestments, advent wreaths, and the 
occasional gesture towards Christmas. It is possible that 
floral arrangements, music, and liturgical banners will 
also mark the changing seasons.  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, echoing the 
Second Vatican Council, reminds the faithful that, “A sac-
ramental celebration is woven from signs and symbols” 
(CCC, 1145). The changing elements in our church build-
ings — from banners to music to vestments — are signs 
and symbols meant to impress something on the minds 
and hearts of believers. In the case of our transition from 
ordinary time to Advent, these signs and symbols are 
meant to communicate something about the liturgical cal-
endar.  

Most people keep personal calendars. Without our 
calendars, we would be lost with the many appointments 
and meetings we keep as professionals, parents, and stu-
dents. Similarly, the church in her wisdom also keeps a 
calendar to help the faithful in their own pursuit of holi-
ness.  

Most Catholics are familiar with the liturgical seasons 
that make up the liturgical calendar: Advent, Christmas, 
Lent, the paschal triduum, Easter, and ordinary time. 
These seasons are usually evident with the liturgical 
colors, Mass texts, and church environment. For example: 
we associate lilies with the Easter Season, or poinsettias 
with Christmas.  

Within these seasons, however, there is a further de-
lineation amongst days: ferial weekdays, memorials, 
feasts, and solemnities. How do we understand these 
days, and how can we mark these with appropriate signs 
and symbols?  

 
What’s in a day?  

 
Solemnities are counted amongst the most important 

days in the church year, usually celebrating a mystery of 
faith such as the Trinity, an event in the life of Jesus or 
Mary, or another important saint. Solemnities are marked 
liturgically with the inclusion of a Gloria, creed, and three 
readings, that is, from a prophet (the first reading), an 
apostle (the second reading), and a Gospel (General In-
struction of the Roman Missal, 357). Those who pray the 
Liturgy of the Hours also pray first vespers (evening 
prayer I) on the preceding day, beginning the solemnity 
(Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year and the General 
Roman Calendar, 11). Christmas and Easter are the two 
greatest solemnities and are extended over a period of 
eight days (called an octave). Solemnities are oftentimes 
holy days of obligation.   

Feasts are the second most important days in the 
church year, usually celebrating a central event in the life 
of Jesus and Mary, or a saint. Feast days are usually 
marked liturgically with a Gloria, but no creed, and will 
usually include only two readings (General Instruction of 
the Roman Missal, 357). These celebrations can some-
times trump the usual Sunday celebration, depending on 

what day takes liturgical precedence. 
Memorials can either be optional or obligatory, 

usually commemorating a saint. Liturgically, these cele-
brations will not include either a Gloria or creed, and the 
assigned readings for the weekday are normally used 
(General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 357).  

Ferial Weekdays have no commemoration assigned to 
them, and the priest celebrant has options with their litur-
gical observance. 

 
 Signs, symbols, solemnities, and feasts  

 
The Church delineates these days liturgically with the 

inclusion of the creed, Gloria, and options for readings. 
Are there, however, other options that can be integrated 
into the celebration to mark their special character?  

Candles: The church mandates that there be candle-
sticks on or around the altar for the celebration of Mass. 
In the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, the 
church makes this observation: “On or next to the altar 
are to be placed candlesticks with lighted candles: at least 
two in any celebration, or even four or six, especially for 
a Sunday Mass or a holy day of obligation, or if the dioc-
esan bishop celebrates, then seven candlesticks with 
lighted candles” (GIRM, 117). 

Does your parish always opt for two candlesticks on 
the altar, regardless of the day being celebrated? If so, is 
this truly in keeping with the church’s vision of progres-
sive solemnity? Does the parish own multiple candle-
sticks to delineate between memorials, feasts, and 
solemnities? A potential model for candlesticks can be: 
six for solemnities, four for feasts, and two for memori-
als. A pastor will need to discern what is best with and for 
his community.  

 
See ROJO, Page 18 
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The goal of a lifetime realized by Mother Philippine
Rose Philippine Duchesne was a young French girl 

when she first heard about the mission work in Lou-
isiana. It was the mid 18th century and she was the 
daughter of a prosperous French family in Grenoble. 
The family frequently met the Jesuits who came back 
from the New World and talked of their work evangel-
izing the Native Americans. Learning of these experi-
ences kindled Rose’s enthusiasm for missionary work 
and it became her lifetime goal, but it wasn’t until she 
was in her 70s that she lived her dream. 

She received a good education that was meant to 
prepare her for marriage. When she was 11, her wealthy 
merchant father sent her to a boarding school run by the 
Visitation Sisters. It was there that she developed a 
deep devotion to the Sacred Heart and decided to be-
come a nun.  

When she was 17, she joined the Visitation Order at 
Sainte-Marie-d’en-Haut. But her stay there didn’t last 
long. Editor Michael Walsh writes in Butler’s Lives of 
the Saints that the country was in the grip of revolution. 
The nuns were expelled from their convent and Rose 
returned home.  

For the next several years she worked with the sick, 
those in prison for their faith, and children. After the 
French Revolution ended and the government’s anti-
cleric and anti-Catholic sentiments subsided, Rose be-
came a nun in 1804 and became known as Mother 
Philippine. She entered the Society of the Sacred Heart 
and came under the guidance of Mother Madelaine So-
phie Barat. 

In 1817 Bishop Valentine Louis Du Bourg of Lou-
isiana visited the convent. He wanted foundations to 

come from France to Louisiana. He asked Mother Barat 
and her nuns for help. Mother Philippine and four other 
sisters answered his call and left for the mission fields 
of the United States in 1818. Rose was 49 years old.  

The sisters founded the first American Sacred Heart 
house at St. Charles near St. Louis. John Delaney writes 
in the Pocket Dictionary of Saints that this was the first 
free school west of the Mississippi. The Sisters had to 
deal with extreme poverty and intense weather while 
learning the language and coping with disease.  

After about a year, the nuns moved to Florissant, 
where they were joined by 12 Jesuits, including Father 
Pierre-Jean  de Smet, who became a staunch supporter 
of Mother Philippine’s work.  

Although these Sacred Heart nuns and Jesuit priests 
lived and worked among pioneer families in the raw 
Missouri wilderness, Mother Philippine still longed to 
work directly with the Indians and their children.  

Finally, in 1841, she and three other nuns went to 
the Potawatomi Indians at Sugar Creek, Kansas, where 
they opened a school for young Indian girls. Mother 

Philippine was 72 years old and had almost realized her 
lifelong dream. Ann Ball writes in Modern Saints that 
Mother Philippine could not learn the Indians’ language 
and therefore, could not teach them. 

The priest in charge of the mission knew of Mother 
Philippine’s drawbacks — her age and her language 
limitations — but Ball says he wrote to his superiors: 
“Let her come. It she can’t work she will obtain the 
success of the mission by her prayers.”  

In the Encyclopedia of Catholicism, editor Richard 
McBrien writes that the Indians loved Mother Philip-
pine even though she could not communicate with 
them. They called her “The Woman Who Prays Al-
ways.” 

The Jesuits of the Missouri mission field owed a 
special debt to Mother Philippine. Father William Rob-
inson said, “She saved the struggling Missouri mission 
and prevented it from failing through absolute lack of 
resources.” Mother Philippine worked for 34 years in 
the American mission fields. Her contribution to educa-
tion in that area is noted in the Jefferson Memorial 
Building in St. Louis: her name is the first inscribed on 
the Pioneer Roll of Fame there. 

Mother Philippine spent the last 10 years of her life 
praying for her society and its missions. She died in St. 
Charles on Nov. 18, 1852. Her relics remain at a shrine 
in St. Charles. She was canonized by Pope John Paul II 
in 1988. Her feast day is Nov. 18, and she is known as 
the missionary of the American frontier. 

- - - 
Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the 

West Texas Angelus from her home in Austin.

Mary Lou Gibson 
 

Speaking of  Saints

The love of our lives
Time and again, most of us have heard that when our 

bodies die, we will face our final judgment, the time 
when the destination of our eternal lives will be deter-
mined. It has often been depicted as standing before God, 
who opens our own personal “book” and then weighs all 
the good and bad which we have done to see which way 
the scale of justice is tilted … our fate hanging in the bal-
ance. 

Is it God or is it us that is responsible for that final, 
fateful decision? Our gift of free will gives us the ability 
to love and to devote our lives to who or what is most im-
portant to us. We would not be able to love unless we 
were also able to “not love.” 

Short of us having the powers that are God’s alone, 
our creator has given each of us tremendous latitude in 
self-determining that which is most important to us as we 
go through life. I can imagine God watching and listening 
to someone who throughout their life makes it clear that 
above all else, they “love money,” while another person 
“lives for the day” when they will be able to have their 
very own Lamborghini. Someone else is consumed with 
“self-love” and is not at all interested in anyone or any-
thing other than self-gratification. 

For the final judgement, then, what if a loving Father 

looks at each one of his children and asks, “What is it that 
will make you happiest? Where would you most want to 
be forever? It is clear to me as I have watched you live 
and seen the choices you have made, but you must tell me 
now, for the last time.” 

Saving someone from the consequences of their 
choices is not always possible. It is something we might 
try do in “life or death” situations, but otherwise, it is 
highly disrespectful to not honor another’s decision and it 
is an affront to their self-will. At some point, no matter 
how many times we may have tried to tell someone what 
we “knew” was good for them, the choice was theirs and 
we had to honor it. 

Souls are being lost every day by the choices that are 
being made. Someone dies and when they stand before 
God he asks, “What will make you the happiest for all 
eternity?” Their response is, “A million dollars!” God 
may repeatedly ask, “Are you sure?!” After one affirma-
tion after another, they may then be led to a small room 
filled with money and they are ecstatic, as the door closes 
behind them … forever. Another is led to a room with a 
beautiful vehicle that is exactly the right color. He can be 
seen on his knees, kissing it as the door to his room is 
sealed. Yet another, who needs nothing but their cell-
phone to be happy, establishes permanent residence in a 
room far from the “reception” of heaven. Jesus told us “In 
my Father’s house there are many dwelling places” (Jn 
14:2). So, too, may there be in hell, each one providing 
personally chosen eternal torment. Blessed are they, as 
they make their final judgment, who see the love of their 
lives and say, “All I want in heaven is you!” 

- - - 
Dr. James Sulliman has 50 years’ experience in indi-

vidual, marriage, and family therapy. He is also the Abi-
lene-area pro-life coordinator for the Diocese of San 
Angelo.Taking the first word of each paragraph here, in 
order, forms a sentence.

James R.  
Sulliman, PhD

Father Ryan Rojo 
 

Diocese of   
San Angelo

Liturgical seasons
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Catholic Voices

Mother Alfred and the need for women religious
My new hero is Mother Alfred Moes. I realize that 

she is not a household name, even among Catholics, but 
she should be. She came on my radar screen only after I 
became the Bishop of the Diocese of Winona-Rochester, 
where Mother Alfred did most of her work and where 
she lies buried. Hers is a story of remarkable courage, 
faith, perseverance, and sheer moxie. Trust me, once you 
take in the details of her adventures, you will be put in 
mind of a number of other gritty Catholic Mothers: Ca-
brini, Teresa, Drexel, and Angelica, to name a few. 

Mother Alfred was born Maria Catherine Moes in 
Luxembourg in 1828. As a young girl, she became fasci-
nated by the possibility of doing missionary work among 
the native peoples of North America. Accordingly, she 
journeyed with her sister to the New World in 1851. 
First, she joined the School Sisters of Notre Dame in 
Milwaukee but then transferred to the Holy Cross Sisters 
in La Porte, Indiana, a group associated with Father 
Sorin, CSC, the founder of the University of Notre 
Dame. After clashing with her superiors — a rather typi-
cal happenstance for this very feisty and confident lady 
— she made her way to Joliet, Illinois, where she be-
came superior of a new congregation of Franciscan 
sisters, taking the name “Mother Alfred.” When Bishop 
Foley of Chicago tried to interfere with the finances and 
building projects of her community, she set out for 
greener pastures in Minnesota, where the great Arch-
bishop Ireland took her in and allowed her to establish a 
school in Rochester.  

It was in that tiny town in southern Minnesota that 
God commenced to work powerfully through her. In 
1883, a terrible tornado tore through Rochester, killing 
many and leaving many others homeless and destitute. A 
local doctor, William Worrall Mayo, undertook the task 
of caring for the victims of the disaster. Overwhelmed 

by the number of injured, he called upon Mother Al-
fred’s sisters to help him. Though they were teachers 
rather than nurses and had no formal training in medi-
cine, they accepted the mission. In the wake of the de-
bacle, Mother calmly informed Dr. Mayo that she had a 
vision that a hospital should be built in Rochester, not 
simply to serve that local community, but rather the 
whole world. Astonished by this utterly unrealistic pro-
posal, Dr. Mayo told Mother that she would need to raise 
$40,000 (an astronomical figure for that time and place) 
in order to build such a facility. She in turn told the doc-
tor that if she managed to raise the funds and build the 
hospital, she expected him and his two physician sons to 
staff the place. Within a short span of time, she procured 
the money, and the St. Mary’s Hospital was established. 
As I’m sure you’ve already surmised, this was the seed 
from which the mighty Mayo Clinic would grow, a hos-
pital system that indeed, as Mother Alfred envisioned 
long ago, serves the entire world. This intrepid nun con-
tinued her work as builder, organizer, and administrator, 
not only of the hospital that she had founded, but of a 
number of other institutions in southern Minnesota until 
her death in 1899 at the age of 71. 

Just a few weeks ago, I wrote about the pressing 

need in our diocese for priests, and I urged everyone to 
become part of a mission to increase vocations to the 
priesthood. With Mother Alfred in mind, might I take the 
occasion now to call for more vocations to women’s reli-
gious life? Somehow the last three generations of 
women have tended to see religious life as unworthy of 
their consideration. The number of nuns has plummeted 
since the Second Vatican Council, and most Catholics, 
when asked about this, would probably say that being a 
religious sister is just not a viable prospect in our fem-
inist age. Nonsense! Mother Alfred left her home as a 
very young woman; crossed the ocean to a foreign land; 
became a religious; followed her instincts and sense of 
mission, even when this brought her into conflict with 
powerful superiors, including a number of bishops; in-
spired Dr. Mayo to establish the most impressive medi-
cal center on the planet; and presided over the 
development of an order of sisters who went on to build 
and staff numerous institutions of healing and teaching. 
She was a woman of extraordinary intelligence, drive, 
passion, courage, and inventiveness. If someone had 
suggested to her that she was living a life unworthy of 
her gifts or beneath her dignity, I imagine she would 
have a few choice words in response. You’re looking for 
a feminist hero? You can keep Gloria Steinem; I’ll take 
Mother Alfred any day of the week. 

So if you know a young woman who would make a 
good religious, who is marked by smarts, energy, crea-
tivity, and get-up-and-go, share with her the story of 
Mother Alfred Moes. And tell her that she might aspire 
to that same kind of heroism. 

- - - 
Bishop Robert Barron is the founder of Word on Fire 

Catholic Ministries and bishop of the Diocese of Wi-
nona-Rochester in Minnesota.  

Bishop Robert Barron 
 

Word on Fire 
Ministries

How to pray when we don’t feel like it
If we only prayed when we felt like it, we wouldn’t 

pray a lot.  
Enthusiasm, good feelings, and fervor will not sustain 

anyone’s prayer life for long, good will and firm intention 
notwithstanding. Our hearts and minds are complex and 
promiscuous, wild horses frolicking to their own tunes, 
with prayer frequently not on their agenda. The renowned 
mystic, John of the Cross teaches that, after an initial 
period of fervor in prayer, we will spend the bulk of our 
years struggling to pray discursively, dealing with bore-
dom and distraction. So, the question becomes, how do 
we pray at those times when we are tired, distracted, 
bored, disinterested, and nursing a thousand other things 
in our heads and in our hearts? How do we pray when lit-
tle inside us wants to pray? Especially, how do we pray at 
those moments when we have a positive distaste for 
prayer? 

Monks have secrets worth knowing. The first secret 
we need to learn from them is the central place of ritual is 
sustaining a prayer-life. Monks pray a lot and regularly, 
but they never try to sustain their prayer on the basis of 
feelings. They sustain it through ritual. Monks pray to-
gether seven or eight times a day ritually. They gather in 
chapel and pray the ritual offices of the church (Matins, 
Lauds, Prime, Terce, Sext, Vespers, Compline) or they 
celebrate the Eucharist together. They don’t always go 
there because they feel like it, they come because they are 
called to prayer, and then, with their hearts and minds per-
haps less than enthusiastic about praying, they pray 
through the deepest part of themselves, their intention, 
and their will. 

In the rule that St. Benedict wrote for monastic life 
there’s an oft-quoted phrase. A monk’s life, he writes, is to 
be ruled by the monastic bell. When the monastic bell 
rings, the monk is immediately to drop whatever he is 

doing and go to whatever that summons is calling him to, 
not because he wants to, but because it is time, and time is 
not our time, it’s God’s time. That’s a valuable secret, par-
ticularly as it applies to prayer. We need to go pray regu-
larly, not because we want to, but because it’s time, and 
when we can’t pray with our hearts and minds, we can 
still pray through our wills and through our bodies. 

Yes, our bodies! We tend to forget that we are not dis-
incarnate angels, pure heart and mind. We are also a body. 
Thus, when heart and mind struggle to engage in prayer, 
we can always still pray with our bodies. Classically, we 
have tried to do this through certain physical gestures and 
postures (making the sign of the cross, kneeling, raising 
our hands, joining hands, genuflection, prostration) and 
we should never underestimate or denigrate the impor-
tance of these bodily gestures. Simply put, when we can’t 
pray in any other way, we can still pray through our 
bodies. (And, who is to say that a sincere bodily gesture is 
inferior as a prayer to a gesture of the heart or mind?) Per-
sonally, I much admire a particular bodily gesture, bowing 
down with one’s head to the floor which Muslims do in 
their prayer. To do that is to have your body say to God, 
“Irrespective of whatever’s on my mind and in my heart 
right now, I submit to your omnipotence, your holiness, 

your love.”  Whenever I do meditative prayer alone, nor-
mally I end it with this gesture.  

Sometimes spiritual writers, catechists, and liturgists 
have failed us by not making it clear that prayer has dif-
ferent stages — and that affectivity, enthusiasm, fervor are 
only one stage, and the neophyte stage at that. As the 
great doctors and mystics of spirituality have universally 
taught, prayer, like love, goes through three phases. First 
comes fervor and enthusiasm; next comes the waning of 
fervor along with dryness and boredom, and finally comes 
proficiency, an ease, a certain sense of being at home in 
prayer that does not depend on affectivity and fervor but 
on a commitment to be present, irrespective of affective 
feeling. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer used to say this to a couple when 
officiating at their marriage: Today you are very much in 
love and believe that your love will sustain your marriage. 
It won’t. Let your marriage [which is a ritual container] 
sustain your love. The same can be said about prayer. Fer-
vor and enthusiasm will not sustain your prayer, but ritual 
can. When we struggle to pray with our minds and our 
hearts, we can still always pray through our wills and our 
bodies. Showing up can be prayer enough. 

In a recent book, Dearest Sister Wendy, Robert Ells-
berg quotes a comment by Michael Leach, who said this 
in relation to what he was experiencing in having to care 
long-term for his wife suffering from Alzheimer’s. “Fall-
ing in love is the easy part; learning to love is the hard 
part; and living in love is the best part.”  True too for 
prayer. 

- - - 
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, 

and award-winning author. He can be contacted through 
his website: www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Father Ron  
Rolheiser

Jesus is in the chapel – Really!
By Sister Constance Veit, lsp 
 

When I was a kid, I was fascinated by magnets. I 
loved to watch the little magnetic skaters glide across a 
mirror in our family’s Christmas village at the flip of a 
switch, and I enjoyed doing science experiments with 
magnets and iron shavings in school. 

I recall a comparison Pope St. John Paul II made be-
tween the Eucharist and the force of a magnet’s pole. 

“The presence of Jesus in the tabernacle must be a 
kind of magnetic pole attracting an ever greater number of 
souls enamored of him, ready to wait patiently to hear his 
voice and, as it were, to sense the beating of his heart,” he 
wrote just six months before he died.  

These words of John Paul II came to mind when I 
heard about the National Eucharistic Revival launched by 
the U.S. bishops earlier this year. It is a beautiful, power-
ful image — the idea of Jesus acting as a magnet drawing 
people to himself in the Blessed Sacrament. 

I have begun to ask myself, do I allow myself to be 

drawn to Jesus in the tabernacle? Do I cling to him the 
way iron shavings cling to a strong magnet? Or do I allow 
myself to be pulled away too easily by distractions and 
my lack of love? 

The Eucharistic Revival will help us to renew our ap-
preciation for many aspects of Jesus’ ultimate gift to us, 
beginning with the centrality of the Mass as the re-presen-
tation of Jesus’ saving sacrifice on the cross.  

But it seems to me that when all is said and done, our 
devotion to the Eucharist will be proportionate to our faith 
in what we call “the real presence” — our unwavering 
conviction that Jesus is really and truly present on the 
altar during every eucharistic sacrifice and in every taber-
nacle around the world. 

Our foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan, was not a highly 
educated woman, but she was a person of profound faith 
and committed action.  

She often told the young sisters to remember the pres-
ence of Jesus in the tabernacle, in the poor and in their 
own souls. And she gave them this very practical advice: 

“Jesus is waiting for you in the chapel. Go and find 
him when your strength and patience are giving out, when 
you feel lonely and helpless. Say to him: ‘You know well 
what is happening, my dear Jesus. I have only you. Come 
to my aid.’ And then go your way. And don’t worry about 
knowing how you are going to manage. It is enough to 
have told our good Lord. He has an excellent memory.” 

Jeanne Jugan didn’t have an easy life.  
As a young person and then the foundress of a reli-

gious congregation, she worked hard and shared every-
thing she had with the poor.  

Although she was chosen to be superior by the young 
women who joined her and she even achieved a measure 
of public notoriety, she was treated unjustly by a priest 
who had been appointed to assist the nascent religious 
community and stripped of all authority in it, until, 27 
years later, she died in total anonymity.  

But Jeanne Jugan possessed something no one could  
 

See VEIT, Page 18 



The Angelus NOVEMBER 2022 Page 15

Voces Catolicas

Cómo orar cuando no sentimos ganas
Si sólo oráramos cuando sintiéramos ganas, no orar-

íamos mucho. 
El entusiasmo, los buenos sentimientos y el fervor 

no sostendrán durante mucho tiempo la vida de oración 
de uno, por más que haya buena voluntad y firme inten-
ción. Nuestros corazones y mentes son complejos y pro-
miscuos, potros salvajes que retozan a su propio ritmo, 
con la oración frecuentemente  sin estar en su agenda. 
El renombrado místico Juan de la cruz enseña que, des-
pués de un periodo inicial de fervor en la oración, pa-
saremos la mayor parte de nuestros años luchando por 
orar discursivamente tratando con el aburrimiento y la 
distracción. Así, la cuestión radica en cómo oramos en 
esos momentos en que nos sentimos cansados, distraí-
dos, aburridos, desinteresados y alimentando mil cosas 
más en nuestras cabezas y en nuestros corazones. 
¿Cómo oramos cuando poco en nuestro interior quiere 
orar? Especialmente, ¿cómo oramos en esos momentos 
en los que tenemos un verdadero hastío para orar? 

Los monjes tienen secretos dignos de ser conocidos. 
El primer secreto que necesitamos aprender de ellos es 
que el lugar central del ritual es sustentar una vida de 
oración. Los monjes oran mucho y con regularidad, 
pero nunca tratan de sustentar  su oración sobre la base 
de los sentimientos. La sustentan a través del ritual. Los 
monjes oran juntos ritualmente siete u ocho veces al 
día. Se reúnen en la capilla y rezan los oficios rituales 
de la iglesia (Maitines, Laudes, Prima, Tercia, Sexta, 
Vísperas, Completas) o celebran la Eucaristía juntos. 
No siempre van allá porque sienten gana, vienen porque 
se sienten llamados a orar, y luego, con sus corazones y 
mentes quizás menos que entusiasmados con la oración, 
oran a través de la parte más profunda de sí mismos, su 
intención y su voluntad. 

En la regla que san Benito escribió para la vida mo-
nástica, hay una frase citada frecuentemente. La vida de 
un monje, escribe, es para estar regulada por la cam-
pana monástica. Cuando la campana monástica suena, 

el monje se dispone inmediatamente a dejar cualquier 
cosa que está haciendo e ir a lo que sea que le esté lla-
mando, no porque lo quiera, sino porque es la hora, y 
esa hora no es nuestra hora, es la hora de Dios. Ese es 
un secreto valioso, principalmente en cuanto se aplica a 
la oración. Necesitamos acudir a la oración regular-
mente, no porque lo queramos, sino porque es la hora; y 
cuando no podemos orar con nuestros corazones y 
mentes, todavía podemos orar por medio de nuestras 
voluntades y por medio de nuestros cuerpos. 

¡Sí, nuestros cuerpos! Tendemos a olvidar que no 
somos ángeles desencarnados, puro corazón y mente. 
Somos también un cuerpo. Así, cuando corazón y mente 
luchan por ocuparse en la oración, aún podemos orar 
siempre con nuestros cuerpos. Clásicamente, hemos tra-
tado de hacer esto a través de ciertos gestos y posturas 
físicas (hacer la señal de la cruz, arrodillarse, elevar las 
manos, juntar las manos, genuflexión, postración) y 
nunca deberíamos subestimar o denigrar la importancia 
de estos gestos corporales. Dicho sencillamente, cuando 
no podemos orar de ninguna otra manera, todavía pode-
mos orar por medio de nuestros cuerpos. (Y, ¿quién va a 
decir que un sincero gesto corporal es inferior como 
oración a un gesto del corazón o de la mente?). Person-
almente, admiro mucho un gesto particular corporal: in-
clinar la cabeza hacia el suelo, que los musulmanes 
practican en su oración. Hacer eso es sentir que tu 

cuerpo dice a Dios: “Al margen de todo lo que haya en 
mi mente y en mi corazón, ahora mismo me someto a tu 
omnipotencia, tu santidad, tu amor”. Cuando quiera que 
hago  una oración meditativa, normalmente la acabo 
con este gesto. 

A veces, los escritores espirituales, catequistas y li-
turgistas nos han frustrado al no dejar claro que la ora-
ción tiene diferentes etapas, y que la afectividad, el 
entusiasmo, el fervor son solamente una etapa, la etapa 
neófita, sin más. Como han enseñado universalmente 
los grandes doctores y místicos de espiritualidad, la ora-
ción, como el amor, pasa por tres fases. Primero, viene 
el fervor y el entusiasmo; después viene el decreci-
miento del fervor junto con la aridez y el hastío, y final-
mente, viene el perfeccionamiento, una fácil y cierta 
sensación de estar en casa en la oración, que no de-
pende de la afectividad ni del fervor sino del compro-
miso de estar presente, al margen del sentimiento 
afectivo. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer solía decir esto a una pareja 
cuando estaba oficiando su matrimonio: Hoy estáis muy 
enamorados y creéis que vuestro amor sustentará vues-
tro matrimonio. No lo hará. Dejad que vuestro matrimo-
nio (que es un contenedor del ritual) sustente vuestro 
amor. Lo mismo se puede decir sobre la oración. El fer-
vor y el entusiasmo no sostendrán vuestra oración, pero 
el ritual sí. Cuando luchamos por orar con nuestras 
mentes y nuestros corazones, aún podemos orar siempre 
por medio de nuestras voluntades y nuestros cuerpos. 
Presentarse puede ser suficiente oración. 

En un libro reciente, Dearest Sister Wendy (Queri-
dísima Hermana Wendy), Robert Ellsberg cita un co-
mentario  hecho por Michael Leach, que decía esto en 
relación a lo que estaba experimentando al tener que 
cuidar durante largo tiempo de su esposa, que sufría de 
Alzheimer. Enamorarse es la parte fácil; aprender a 
amar es la parte dura; vivir en amor es la mejor parte. 
Esto es verdad también para la oración.

Padre Ron  
Rolheiser
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Papa: Los cristianos 

deben ver a los 

demás con  

compasión

Por Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 
 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — Dios siem-
pre ve el potencial de las personas, mira más allá de 
sus errores y sabe muy bien lo que pueden llegar a ser, 
dijo el papa Francisco. 

Si las personas sienten que "no están a la altura de 
los desafíos de la vida y, menos aún, del Evangelio, 
sumidos en problemas y pecados, Jesús siempre nos 
mira con amor", dijo el papa a las personas reunidas 
en la Plaza de San Pedro el 30 de octubre para el rezo 
de la oración del Ángelus. 

Jesús "viene hacia nosotros, nos llama por nuestro 
nombre y, si lo acogemos, viene a nuestra casa", dijo. 

Al comentar sobre el encuentro entre Jesús y 
Zaqueo, que recaudaba impuestos en nombre de los 
gobernantes romanos, el papa dijo que Zaqueo era 
rico, odiado y tildado de traidor y pecador. 

Pero, a pesar de su bajeza, Zaqueo "siente la nece-
sidad de buscar otra forma de mirar" y "espera a al-
guien que lo libere de su condición", dijo el papa. 

"Zaqueo nos enseña que, en la vida, nunca todo 
está perdido", dijo. "Siempre podemos encontrar es-
pacio para el deseo de volver a empezar, de volver a 
empezar, de convertir". 

El papa dijo: "Recordemos esto: la mirada de 
Dios nunca se detiene en nuestro pasado lleno de er-
rores, sino que mira con confianza infinita en lo que 
podemos llegar a ser". 

"Dios nunca nos ha menospreciado", no humilla 
ni juzga a las personas, dijo el papa Francisco. "Al 
contrario, se rebajó hasta el punto de lavarnos los 
pies, mirarnos desde abajo y devolvernos nuestra dig-
nidad". 

"¿Cómo nos miramos a nosotros mismos?" pre-
guntó el papa. "¿Nos sentimos inadecuados y nos re-
signamos, o precisamente ahí, cuando nos sentimos 
deprimidos, buscamos un encuentro con Jesús?" 

Y luego, agregó, "¿qué mirada tenemos hacia 
aquellos que se han equivocado y que luchan por le-
vantarse del polvo de sus errores? ¿Es una mirada 
desde arriba, que juzga, desdeña, excluye?" 

"Los cristianos debemos tener la mirada de Cristo, 
que abraza desde abajo, que busca con compasión a 
los perdidos. Esta es, y debe ser, la mirada de la igle-
sia, siempre, la mirada de Cristo, no la mirada con-
denatoria", él dijo.



"Lord, now let your servant go in peace; your 
word has been fulfilled." 

Thus begins the Canticle of Simeon, the prayer 
drawn from the words of the prophet who held the 
baby Jesus in the Temple at the presentation (Lk 
2:29-32), a prayer often known by its Latin name 
"Nunc Dimittis" ("now dismiss"). 

A canticle is a hymn of praise, and the church's 
daily prayer through the Liturgy of the Hours in-
cludes multiple canticles. 

The Canticle of Zechariah (Lk 1:68-79, known 
as the "Benedictus") begins the day in morning 
prayer, and Mary's Magnificat (Lk 1:46-55) is 
lifted up in evening prayer. Add in the Canticle of 
Simeon for night prayer, and the whole day is 
wrapped round in praise to God. 

But the wisdom of Simeon's song can speak to 
us not just at night when we release to God's 
mercy all that has been done and undone in the 
day. Its words also bring truth to each stage of life 
and each moment in which we need to ask God's 
help in closing a chapter. 

This fall I found myself praying the words 
when I pictured my sister and brother-in-law as 
empty nesters, launching their last child off to col-
lege: "Lord, now let your servant go in peace; your 

word has been fulfilled." 
The words can speak to both parents and chil-

dren, caught up in the endless dance of drawing 
close and letting go. The canticle came to mind 
again as I watched my fourth son leave for his first 
day of kindergarten, the lump welling in my throat 
as it did for all his brothers. 

Let him go in peace into this new chapter that's 
beginning. Let me go in peace from this stage 
that's now ending. 

Picture those you know who are transitioning 
into retirement, leaving behind single life for mar-
riage, starting a new stage in life or watching a  

 
See FANUCCI, Page 19 

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the 
opening of the Second Vatican Council. I've found 
myself rereading the council documents, since they 
are a treasure trove of insights about the liturgy, 
Scripture and the universal call to holiness, among 
other topics. 

I never ceased to be stirred when reading the 
opening lines of Gaudium et Spes: "The joys and 
the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the men 
of this age, especially those who are poor or in any 
way afflicted, these are the joys and hopes, the 
griefs and anxieties of the followers of Christ." 

But it's a text from the closing of the council 
with which I'm preoccupied these days, and one 
that underscores Pope Francis' characterization of 
St. Paul VI as prophetic. 

In 1965, on the feast of the Immaculate Con-
ception, Pope Paul VI penned an address to 
women, summoning them to meet the challenges 
of the modern world: "The hour is coming, in fact 
has come, when the vocation of woman is being 
achieved in its fullness, the hour in which woman 
acquires in the world an influence, an effect and a 
power never hitherto achieved." 

The pope was not referencing a worldly power, 
as if he were calling for more female world leaders 
or C-suite executives. 

The church would, in the decades after the 
council, advocate for women's equal dignity and 
treatment and insist that their gifts be welcomed 
into every social, political and economic sphere. 
And the church would even apologize for the ways 

in which it was complicit in women's oppression 
throughout history. 

But the power and influence the pope refer-
enced was to be like our Lord's. It was to be lead-
ership for the sake of others. It was an explicit call 
to women to "reconcile men with life" and help all 
people understand both the fullness of their hu-
manity and our common destiny. 

One glance at today's headlines shows that our 
work is still cut out for us. 

Take the steady number of women who face an 
unplanned pregnancy each year. With the question 
of abortion now open for debate in America, 
women have a critical role in persuading men and 
women against taking the lives of their children. 

Because women are "present in the mystery of 
a life beginning," they have an intimate knowledge 
that can inform their arguments. They know first-
hand what challenges are present in pregnancy,  
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Seeking the  
spiritual side  
of dementia

The possibility of 
suffering from dementia 
later in life is a worri-
some and unpleasant pro-
spect for many of us. 
Most people I know 
would like to remain in 
possession of their mental 
faculties until the end. 
Stephen Post, Director of 
the Center for Medical 
Humanities, Compassion-
ate Care and Bioethics at Stonybrook University describes it this 
way:  

 “The leading symptoms of dementia are, frankly, terrifying: 
loss of memory, of language, and of reasoning ability. We all feel 
at least a slight anxiety about dementia because these dreaded 
symptoms seem to assault our very identities, to dissolve the 
autobiographical narratives that constitute the very story of our 
lives.” 

 The dreaded symptoms of dementia may lead to spiritual 
temptations. The prospect of losing autonomy and control can 
lead some to despair and even attempt suicide.  

What can we say about the meaning of a life-changing reality 
like dementia for ourselves and our loved ones? Could it be that 
God is seeking to carry out a particular spiritual work? 

For some who face dementia, it can have the effect of getting 
them off the treadmill and detaching them from those aspects of 
their lives that may be binding them, whether it’s work and ca-
reer, hobbies or pastimes, or something else that may be drawing 
them away from a needed spiritual focus. 

In one of his articles, Stephen Post mentions Peter, who 
through his struggle with a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s, experi-
enced a spiritual reawakening and encountered the Lord’s grace:  

“I’d say, ‘Why did you let this happen to me? I had such a 
good career. Everything was going fine for me.’ He would say to 
me probably, ‘Well, why did you fight it? I was trying to lead 
you in this direction.’ Oh, I didn’t realize that. Well, I’ve come to 
the conclusion that everything has a purpose, so the Good Lord, 
he knows the best for you. So maybe this was to slow me down 
to enjoy life and to enjoy my family and to enjoy what’s out 
there. And right now, I can say that I’m a better person for it, in 
appreciation of other people’s needs and illnesses, than I ever 
was when I was working that rat race back and forth day to day.” 

It can be very hard for a family, especially a spouse, to watch 
the slow destruction of a loved one’s faculties. At times the per-
son suffering from dementia can become so frustrated they are 
aggressive towards those around them. There is need for a great 
deal of patience and spiritual and social support in these situ-
ations. 

The lives of caregivers tend to be upended and changed pro-
foundly by caring for a family member, relative or friend with 
dementia, and the generous love they share is itself often sus-
tained by faith in God. As caregivers watch their loved ones with 
“deep forgetfulness” disengage from the people around them, 
and from other previously important reference points in their 
lives, they also witness the emergence of an unmistakable sim-
plicity in those they care for.  

In a 2010 essay, Mary Anne Moresco beautifully sums up her 
dad’s and her family’s transformative spiritual journey this way: 

“My 83-year-old father has dementia. He can remember 
things that happened a lifetime ago like it was yesterday, but he 
often can’t remember yesterday at all… My father needs this 
time in life. And we, his children, need it too. We need to 
glimpse into his past days, as he journeys backward. We need to 
show him love, as best as we can. We need to offer up our 
prayers for him. This time is useful. It is valuable. For everything 
there is a season, and this winter season of my father’s life is part 
of what will help guide his soul into eternity. Dad, through his 
dementia is working out his salvation. He isn’t doing that the 
way his children wanted him to do it. He isn’t doing that the way 
he wanted to do it. He is doing it the way God has deemed that 
he must do it. ‘Unless you become like little children, you will 
not ender the Kingdom of Heaven’  (Mt 18:3). … With each 
passing month, my father grows more humble and more child-
like, more dependent and more trusting and I do not doubt, closer 
to our Lord and to heaven.” 

As the symptoms and complications of dementia unfold, the 
challenges we face from the disease can unexpectedly become an 
invitation from God. Although dementia can contribute to spiri-
tual growth, it almost always involves a great deal of suffering 
for all concerned, and the challenges should not be underesti-
mated. Such moments, nevertheless, offer important opportuni-
ties to grow in grace, to slow down, to reevaluate our priorities 
and to enter into a more profound relationship with him who is 
our final destination and abiding hope. 

- - - 
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in neu-

roscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He 
is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the Di-
rector of Education at The National Catholic Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org and www.fathertad.com. 

Father Tad  
Pacholczyk 

 
Making Sense 
of  Bioethics

Catholic Voices

Reconciling the world with life

Our identity is serving others, like Christ
It gives me pause to hear people say they 

"identify" as Christian, or see questionnaires and 
forms asking people to check if they identify with 
a particular religion or none. 

To identify as a Christian implies that this is a 
totally individual act and choice, self-determina-
tion expressed through the language of a particular 
belief system. 

But to become a Christian, one always needs a 
sponsor (godparent). Where we see an exception 
was in the early church, when a person in a situ-
ation of immediate martyrdom could, at that mo-
ment, choose to be a Christian alone, without a 
sponsor. 

We are perplexed these days about who we 
are, where we are going and whether we will sur-
vive as a planet. 

No wonder there's a desire to hear and respect 
the identities people claim, and try to invent new 
ways of being, in our eagerness to avert disaster. 
It's natural, too, for Christians to pick up the lan-
guage of our era and use it in expressing the faith. 

But how do the words we use shape meaning 
and, yes, identity? Language is as transient and 
changeable as the humans who use it. And lan-
guage is powerful, affecting how we perceive and 
live. 

Whether we identify as Christian or as anti-
choice, in picking up language we pick up its 
power, without necessarily knowing how to wield 
it wisely. How does this change us? 

The power of the word is foundational to all 

religions that have sacred scriptures and is at the 
heart of Christianity. Judeo-Christian tradition 
cherishes words, written and spoken, recognizing 
that the word carries a power like no other. 

From the earliest days, Christians spoke of the 
Word ("Logos") of God becoming flesh and dwell-
ing among humans, so that humans might dwell 
with God. 

How do we receive the language, or lan-
guages, of our time? How do we meet today's 
words with the silent eternal language of the Word 
who we have received and been asked to carry? 

The Second Vatican Council described itself 
as listening to the signs of the times and called on 
the church to continue to listen, recognizing that 
God's eternal truth comes to us in a limited histori-
cal context. 

You might say our two ears have to be cocked 
in different directions, one toward the infinite and  
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Finding God in All Things

The wisdom of night prayer
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Cartoon Corner

Catholic Voices

Revisiting and relitigating 
Vatican II

Since most Catholics alive today 
have no lived memory of the Second 
Vatican Council, it remains surpris-
ing that it is -- at least for some -- 
still debated, defended or despised 
with a passion one might wish re-
served for more productive spiritual 
witness. 

A variety of commentators of 
various stripes and even Pope Fran-
cis himself have weighed in to mark 
the council's 60th anniversary, in-
cluding Ross Douthat, a Catholic 
columnist for The New York Times. 

Douthat takes his characteristi-
cally bleak view of the church's con-
temporary state, opining that the 
council was (a) necessary, (b) a fai-
lure and (c) impossible to undo. 
Something there for every faction to 
choke on. 

In assessing the council, it is dif-
ficult not to get caught up in the 
narratives that erupted simulta-
neously with the council itself. 

Efforts to shape the agenda even 
before the council fathers gathered, 
efforts to interpret what they in-
tended even as they met and efforts 
to debate what next to do when it 
ended: These narratives are all still 
evident in the debates we are having 
today. 

Most Catholics, of course, are 
blissfully unaware of these debates, 
but they are still fought almost as 
passionately as during the first years 
after the council itself. 

The Francis pontificate is in-
creasingly being shaped by this 
fight, as some try to pit St. John 
Paul II or retired Pope Benedict XVI 
against Francis, with the council as 
the particular battlefield for waging 
a larger war. 

How we remember or under-
stand the past shapes much of what 
and how we debate now. I am dis-
trustful of commentaries that tend to 
idealize the pre-Vatican II church. 

In fact, the fissures in faith and 

practice were already visible, in Eu-
rope, but also in the United States. A 
perusal of Catholic journals from the 
mid-20th century will see colum-
nists bemoaning declining religious 
fervor and practice, as well as in-
creasing divorce and contraception 
rates. 

Educated laity chafed at a 
heavily clericalized church, and lay 
guilds and movements were grow-
ing. Complaints about mediocre lit-
urgies coincided with movements 
agitating for more use of English 
and other vernacular languages. 

At the same time, two world 
wars, the Shoah, the rise of com-
munism, the collapse of colonialism, 
an accelerating consumer culture -- 
all of these tectonic shifts impacted 
religious life and challenged the 
church's response. 

To not have held the council was 
not an option, as Douthat under-
stands. Whether the council failed is 
what much of the debate now seems 
to swirl about. 

Yet people who look at the sta-
tistics of declining religious practice 
in the West as proof of a failed at-
tempt at "aggiornamento" cannot tell 
us how bad that decline might have 
been if the church had done nothing. 

The tsunami of change that was 
the 1960s (and continuing decades) 
might have been far more shattering 
if the church had not created a vi-
sion of engagement and renewal. 
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Amid the Fray

The truth about DACA
The Deferred Action for Childhood Arri-

vals program was created by an executive order 
issued by President Barack Obama in 2012 to 
provide temporary protection from deportation 
and work permits to more than 1 million child-
hood arrivals, of which at least 60% have ap-
plied for the program. 

These are people who were brought to the 
United States before they were 16 years old and 
thus did not break the law of their own volition. 

The history of DACA has been marked 
with ups and downs in the past 10 years. Some 
states have challenged the legality of the pro-
gram in court. It has left the program vulner-
able to elimination and its beneficiaries living 
in the fear that they could be eventually de-
ported. 

Their profile is very interesting. The major-
ity, 80%, have been here for 15 years or more, 
half of whom have been here for more than 20 
years. Most came when they were preadoles-
cents and now speak English fluently and with-
out an accent. 

They are deeply embedded in the American 
culture. Eighty-five percent of them hold jobs, 
and many of those have graduated from high 
school and some have gone on to higher educa-
tion. The vast majority of these young people 
have never returned to their home country. If 
deported they would be at a loss, not knowing 
its language and culture. 

The majority of these immigrants are from 
Mexico, followed by El Salvador, Guatemala 
and Honduras. However, at least 30 other coun-
tries are represented. Given the fact that most 
come from Mexico, there is even a greater rea-
son to strengthen our ties with our best trading 
partner. 

Globalization involves not just the move-
ment of goods and services, but also the inev-
itable migration of people. Equalization of 
economic opportunity between Mexico and the 
U.S. will deter some migration. 

The main reason for this quasi-legalization 
program is a humanitarian one, since they were 
not responsible for their illegal entry. It is also 
interesting to note that of the 650,000 who have 
already applied for DACA, half already have 
American-born children. 

Another interesting fact is that they pay 
over $9 billion in taxes annually. There has 
never been such a unique population who are 
more part of our nation than DACA beneficiar-

ies. 
When we look at their profiles, we wonder 

what the problem is in giving these immigrants 
a legal status that will eventually lead them to 
full citizenship. The recent public opinion polls 
find that a majority of Americans agree that 
these young people should be placed on a path 
to citizenship. 

However, there are those who believe that 
either these people have taken jobs from Amer-
icans or that they threaten the complexion of 
the American population. These kinds of ex-
cuses ultimately will not prevail in a just soci-
ety. 

Congress should have solved this problem 
over a decade ago by passing the DREAM Act 
in 2010, prior to the creation of the DACA pro-
gram. This legislation would provide this pop-
ulation a chance to become citizens. 

In fact, the U.S. Senate failed to pass it in 
the lame duck session of 2010, falling five 
votes short of overcoming a filibuster. 

It is now 12 years later, and these 
"Dreamers," as they are known, remain in 
limbo. Congress must stop playing politics and 
pass the DREAM Act as soon as possible. This 
would be a great first step toward the full ac-
ceptance and integration of people who have 
contributed much already to our country and 
will continue to do so in the future. 

In his annual message for World Migration 
Day 2022, Pope Francis said, "Brothers and 
sisters, and, in a special way, young people! If 
we want to cooperate with our heavenly Father 
in building the future, let us do so together with 
our brothers and sisters who are migrants and 
refugees. Let us build the future today!"   

- - - 
Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio is the retired 

bishop of the Diocese of Brooklyn, New York. 
He writes the column "Walking With Migrants" 
for Catholic News Service and The Tablet.

Bishop Nicholas  
DiMarzio 

Catholic News Service 
 

Walking with  
Migrants

'Take care to guard against all greed'
My great-grandfather, a refugee from the devastat-

ing famine in Ireland, came to Nebraska to farm. Gener-
ations later, I grew up on that farm. 

I have roots — literal and figurative — in the land 
he purchased, a very small acreage of which I still own. 

These roots help me to identify with the farming 
images of the Gospel. Jesus lived in a largely agrarian 
economy. 

Sowing, reaping, noticing weeds along the roadside 
— this was Jesus's world. He saw sheep grazing on hill-
sides, fishing boats plying the waters, full measures of 
grain being pressed into laps. 

He knew the familiar smells of manure, and the 
fishy odor of a catch being unloaded. Jesus lived in an 
earthy, messy, tactile world. 

So, the other day when the Gospel reading was 
about the man who was harvesting so much grain that 
he decided to tear down his barns and build bigger ones, 
I could identify. 

I'm familiar with the language of grain prices, yields 
(how many bushels did an acre produce), the perennial 
worries about hail and drought. 

And I certainly know people who have built bigger 
barns. We might call that success or business acumen, 
and sometimes it is. 

But in the reading from Luke 12, Jesus couches his 
story about the rich man who built bigger barns as a 
story of greed. Why? 

First of all, notice how often Jesus rails against hy-
pocrisy and greed. These are the social sins he cares 
deeply about. 

Jesus lived among the poor, in a society that offered 
no "safety net." The rich grew richer without fair taxa-
tion, a story familiar in America today. 

So what's the problem with the successful farmer? I 
don't think his ample harvest is what Jesus decries. No, 
instead it's his attitude toward wealth and his inability to 
see the bigger picture of his own life. 

In Jesus' parable, the rich farmer dies and is called 
to account for his life that very night, after his big barns 
are built and he's feeling flush. What good is his wealth 
to him now? All of us will face that day. 

Jesus says, "Thus will it be for the one who stores 
up treasure for himself but is not rich in what matters to 
God." 

He adds, "Take care to guard against all greed, ... 
for one's life does not consist of possessions." 

Stuff. We Americans have an enormous amount of 
stuff, and yet we always want more. We rent millions of 
storage units for our possessions, and yet we want more. 

It's a spiritual challenge, especially with the excess 
and consumerism of an American Christmas approach-
ing. 

It's normal to save and plan for retirement. And yet, 
how often do we obsess about it? 

Like the greedy farmer, we yearn to eat, drink and 
be merry — when we have "enough." But what is 
"enough"? 

Our church proclaims a "preferential option for the 
poor." This term was first used by Father Pedro Arrupe, 
leader of the Jesuits, in 1968. St. John Paul II wrote of 
an "option for the poor" in his 1991 social encyclical 
Centesimus Annus. This concept runs throughout He-
brew and Christian Scripture. 

Does it run through our lives? Do we vote with this 
concept in mind? Do we give, not just from our excess, 
but sacrificially, to the Lord through his poor, first? Do 
we feed the hungry? Welcome the refugee, like my 
great-grandfather? Clothe the naked? 

When Jesus tells us to "take care," I think he wants 
us to understand how short life is and how much better 
our lives and world could be if we lived simpler, more 
generous lives in every way.

Effie Caldarola 
Catholic News Service 
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Vestments: The church mandates that 
ministers should wear vestments appropri-
ate to their office. For priests, the General 
Instruction of the Roman Missal com-
ments that “the vestment proper to the pri-
est celebrant at Mass … is the chasuble 
worn, unless otherwise indicated, over the 
alb and stole” (GIRM 337). For deacons, 
the proper vestment is “the dalmatic, worn 
over the alb and stole; however, the dal-
matic may be omitted out of necessity or 
on account of a lesser degree of solem-
nity” (GIRM 338). In another place, the 
church elaborates that “on more solemn 
days, festive, that is, more precious, sacred 
vestments may be used even if not of the 
color of the day.” This continues: “The 
colors gold and silver may be worn on 
more solemn occasions in the dioceses of 
the United States of America” (GIRM 
346). In the Diocese of San Angelo, dea-
cons are ordinarily required to wear dal-
matics on feasts and solemnities. Has your 
parish invested in dalmatics for your dea-
cons? Has the parish considered investing 
in a more precious set of vestments for 
significant celebrations, in either gold or 
silver? These are small ways to impress on 
the faithful the significance of the liturgi-
cal calendar and the importance of differ-
ent solemnities and feasts.  

Book of the Gospels: Readings are 
usually read from a book on the ambo 
called a lectionary. There exists, however, 
a special book which only contains the 
Gospels for solemnities and feasts, called 

the Book of the Gospels. The Book of the 
Gospels is set apart from the lectionary, in 
that it sits on the altar for the majority of 
the Liturgy of the Word (GIRM 117), is 
carried in procession (GIRM 119), and is 
reverenced and used as an instrument of 
blessing when the bishop presides (GIRM 
117). Does your parish have a Book of the 
Gospels, in both English and Spanish, if 
this is your church’s pastoral situation?  

Incense: The General Instruction of 
the Roman Missal reads, “When the en-
trance takes place with a procession, the 
following are to be prepared … on Sun-
days and festive days, a thurible and in-
cense boat, if incense is being used” 
(GIRM 119). The same document reminds 
the faithful that “incensation is an expres-
sion of reverence and of prayer, as it signi-
fied in Sacred Scripture (c.f. Ps 141 
[140]:2; Rev 8:3)” (GIRM 276). Incense 
can be used optionally at the entrance pro-
cession; at the beginning of Mass, to in-
cense the cross and altar; at the procession 
before the Gospel and at the proclamation 
of the Gospel itself; to incense the offer-
ings after the bread and the chalice have 
been placed on the altar, and at the el-
evation of the host and chalice after the 
consecration” (GIRM 276). Does your par-
ish make frequent use of incense, or is it 
something rarely seen?  

Singing: The inclusion of singing will 
depend on the community and the gifts 
and talents of the priest. That being said, 
the church does imagine that singing at 
Mass be guided by a degree of progressive 
solemnity, depending on the nature of the 
celebration. The USCCB’s document, Sing 
to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship, re-

minds the faithful that preference should 
be given to those parts that are of greater 
importance. These parts include firstly, ho-
wever, the dialogues and acclamations, 
such as The Lord be with you; And with 
your spirit in the Mass (Sing to the Lord, 
115). The document continues, noting that 
“even the priest with very limited singing 
ability is capable of chanting The Lord be 
with you on a single pitch.”  

 
What about Sunday?  

 
The Second Vatican Council brought 

renewed emphasis to Sunday as a unique 
liturgical category: "The Lord's day is the 
original feast day" (Sacrosanctum Con-
cilium, no. 106). It "must be observed in 
the universal church as the primordial holy 
day of obligation" (Code of Canon Law, 
canon 1246 §1). Thus, only a limited 
number of feasts of the Lord or the saints 
may take the place of the scheduled Sun-
day celebration. 

We must admit that Sunday carries a 
certain liturgical weight that demands it be 
set apart from ordinary weekday celebra-
tions. Does the celebration of Mass on 
Sundays in your parish look no different 
than the celebration of Mass throughout 
the week? Is it possible to integrate some 
of the above-mentioned signs and symbols 
into a Sunday celebration, to elevate and 
impress the significance of the Lord’s res-
urrection on those who participate?  

The challenge of pastors is to forgo the 
temptation towards pragmatism, often-
times expressed in the lowest common de-
nominator. Finding recourse to the shortest 
option, or to the most convenient resource, 

is not to approach the liturgy with the dis-
cernment called for by Pope Francis in his 
recent Desiderio Disideravi: “In visiting 
Christian communities, I have noticed that 
their way of living the liturgical celebra-
tion is conditioned — for better or, unfor-
tunately, for worse — by the way in which 
their pastor presides in the assembly. We 
could say that there are different ‘models’ 
of presiding. Here is a possible list of ap-
proaches, which even though opposed to 
each other, characterize a way of presiding 
that is certainly inadequate: rigid austerity 
or an exasperating creativity, a spiritualiz-
ing mysticism or a practical functionalism, 
a rushed briskness or an overemphasized 
slowness, a sloppy carelessness or an ex-
cessive finickiness, a superabundant 
friendliness or priestly impassibility. 
Granted the wide range of these examples, 
I think that the inadequacy of these models 
of presiding have a common root: a 
heightened personalism of the celebrating 
style which at times expresses a poorly 
concealed mania to be the center of atten-
tion” (Desiderio Disideravi, 54). The chal-
lenge of the pastor is to periodically 
unpack the signs of the Mass while ensur-
ing that nothing contrary to this criteria 
enters into the environment of Mass. As 
pastor, he is to ensure that he understands 
the consciousness of the community he is 
charged with, knowing which options are 
best suited for the spiritual inspiration of 
his people. 

It is my prayer that the above reflec-
tions on the liturgical calendar, along with 
corresponding signs and symbols, might 
serve as a starting point in these pastoral 
conversations. 

ROJO 
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and the theological foundation of a unity which is capable of resist-
ing the push toward homogenization. This enables us to continue to 
promote and make good use of the variety of charisms that the 
Spirit with unpredictable abundance pours out on the faithful." 

Those who most often feel unwelcome in the church or under-
valued, it said, include: women, young people, people with disabil-
ities, the poor, those who are divorced and civilly remarried, single 
parents, those in polygamous marriages and members of the 
LGBTQ communities. 

Responding to experiences of exclusion and discrimination 
shared by Catholic with disabilities, the document said that "in spite 
of its own teachings, the church is in danger of imitating the way 
society casts them aside." 

Reflecting the central place of the Eucharist in the life of the 
church, it said most submissions included a call for greater partici-
pation by all Catholics in the liturgy, working to ensure that it is less 
"concentrated on the celebrant," involves more young people and 
women, including in preaching, and is more reflective of local cul-
tures. 

At the same time, the document also noted that in several re-
ports, including that from the United States, some participants in the 
local listening sessions "lamented" Pope Francis' decision to limit 
celebrations of the Latin-rite Mass according to the rite used before 
the Second Vatican Council. 

"The quality of homilies is almost unanimously reported as a 
problem," it said. 

But the document also highlighted a common desire to find so-
lutions to various forms of "sacramental deprivation," including for 
people in remote towns and villages without a priest, as well as for 
civilly remarried Catholics and those in polygamous marriages. 

While the reports were not "against priests or the ministerial 
priesthood," the document said, many of them cited "clericalism" as 
an obstacle to being a "synodal church," one where all the baptized 
share responsibility for the life of the community and for its mission 
of spreading the Gospel. 

"Clericalism is seen as a form of spiritual impoverishment, a 
deprivation of the true goods of ordained ministry, and a culture that 
isolates clergy and harms the laity," it said. Clericalism produces 
"rigidity, attachment to legalistic power and an exercise of authority 
that is power rather than service." 

In synod listening sessions around the world, participants noted 
that women are the majority of Catholics regularly attending the lit-
urgy and staffing most paid and volunteer parish activities, yet it is 
mostly men who make the decisions in the church. 

"Many reports ask that the church continue its discernment in 
relation to a range of specific questions: the active role of women in 
the governing structures of church bodies, the possibility for women 
with adequate training to preach in parish settings, and a female dia-
conate," the document said. "Much greater diversity of opinion was 
expressed on the subject of priestly ordination for women, which 
some reports call for, while others consider a closed issue." 

Between January and March, smaller groups of church repre-
sentatives are to meet on a continental or regional level; organized 
by bishops' conferences, the groups are to include bishops, priests, 
religious and laypeople to read the document, pray about it and dis-
cuss which issues raised it in are most important and urgent for 
Catholics in their region to address in order to increase participa-
tion, a sense of communion and a commitment to missionary out-
reach.

SYNOD 
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take from her — a very real, strong and intimate re-
lationship with Jesus, whom she knew was always 
waiting for her “in the chapel.” Jesus Christ was real 
to her — more real than anyone or anything else. 

No doubt St. Jeanne Jugan often told Jesus ev-
erything that was happening in her life, in both good 
times and bad.  

Pope Francis recently spoke to seniors about how 
they should pray. I think his words would resonate 
with our foundress. 

The pope said, “If you have some wound in your 
heart, some pain, and you want to object, object even 
to God. God will listen to you. God is a Father. God 

is not afraid of our prayer of protest, no! God under-
stands. …  Prayer should be like this: spontaneous, 
like that of a child with his father, who says every-
thing that comes out of his mouth because he knows 
his father understands him.” 

I believe that St. Jeanne Jugan was like a child 
with her father. She shared with him from the depths 
of her heart because she knew that God heard and 
understood her.  

May her example, and the words of Pope Fran-
cis, convince you that it’s okay to be honest with 
Jesus, truly present and waiting for us in every 
chapel or parish church! 

- - - 
Sister Constance Veit is the communications di-

rector for the Little Sisters of the Poor in the United 
States and an occupational therapist. 

VEIT 
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Collection for U.S. church's domestic  

anti-poverty campaign is Nov. 12-13

By  Catholic News Service 
 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The work supported by 
the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, the 
U.S. bishops' domestic anti-poverty campaign, "is em-
powering communities to build resilience and stand in 
solidarity with their most marginalized members," said 
Auxiliary Bishop David G. O'Connell of Los Angeles. 

"Whether it is assisting a family to gain access to 
affordable housing or facilitating dialogue among 
members of a local community and law enforcement, 
CCHD is an essential part of the church in the United 
States' social mission," he said. 

Bishop O'Connell made the remarks in a Nov. 1 
statement as chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops' CCHD subcommittee. 

The annual special collection for CCHD will be 
taken during Masses the weekend of Nov. 12-13 at 
most U.S. parishes. 

It coincides with the annual World Day of the Poor 
Nov. 13. The special day is marked each year on the 
33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time. The theme for this 
year's observance is: "For your sakes Christ became 
poor." 

Established by the U.S. bishops more than 50 years 
ago, CCHD's mission continues "to empower people 
most impacted by economic and social injustice in the 
United States to advocate for better communities," said 
a USCCB news release announcing the dates of the col-
lection. 

"CCHD responds to the call to accompany our 
brothers and sisters experiencing poverty," the release 
said, quoting from Pope Francis' message for what is 
the sixth World Day of the Poor: "Where the poor are 
concerned, it is not talk that matters; what matters is 
rolling up our sleeves and putting our faith into practice 
through a direct involvement, one that cannot be del-
egated." 

CCHD grants are awarded to community groups 

that typically train residents of neglected neighbor-
hoods to become leaders who help others determine 
their community's most pressing problems and work for 
solutions. 

For example, seven dioceses in Arizona, California, 
Nevada and Texas engaged in an initiative, "Recogniz-
ing the Stranger," where 700 immigrant parishioners 
were mentored to become social and pastoral leaders. 

These new leaders in turn facilitated conversations 
between members of the community and local law en-
forcement. 

According to the USCCB, this dialogue resulted in 
three police departments agreeing to honor parish iden-
tification cards for those lacking government identifica-
tion. The cards eased community tensions and led to a 
surge in parish registrations by Catholics "who had pre-
viously stayed in the shadows," it said. 

Grounded Solutions Network, another recent 
CCHD-grant recipient, assisted community land trusts 
from Baltimore to Nevada and California to help 
people become homeowners in stable and safe com-
munities. 

"Whether it is assisting a family to gain access to 
affordable housing or facilitating dialogue among 
members of a local community and law enforcement, 
CCHD is an essential part of the church in the United 
States' social mission," Bishop O'Connell said. 

In 2021, CCHD distributed more than $12.7 mil-
lion to over 200 groups across the United States that are 
addressing the root causes of poverty and empowering 
people who are most vulnerable. 

In addition to supporting grassroots anti-poverty ef-
forts around the country, 25% of the national collection 
remains in the local diocese to address the root causes 
of poverty locally. 

"I wish to express my gratitude to those who have 
given to this national collection and invite you to con-
tinue supporting this important work by giving gener-
ously this year," the bishop added.
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childbirth and childrearing, and can work 
to eliminate the obstacles that create the 
demand for abortion. 

Women, with their "love of begin-
nings," can help other women be recon-
ciled with the new life growing inside of 
them. 

Or take the growing number of people 
seeking assisted suicide. One recent news 
report chronicled the story of a Canadian 
mother who happened upon her 23-year-
old son's appointment to die at the hands 
of a doctor. Afflicted with diabetes and 
blindness, her son filled out an online ap-
plication for "medical assistance in dying." 

As of 2021, more than 30,000 Cana-
dians died this way, many meeting the 
minimum criteria of having a condition 
that is "intolerable to them," terminal or 
not. 

Women often intuit when others are si-
lently suffering or feel like a burden. They 
can play a crucial role in helping those in 
distress to be reconciled with their own 
lives, no matter the painful physical, psy-
chological, or social difficulties that they 

might be facing. 
Last, consider the growing number of 

men who are opting out of education, 
work and relationships, who spend more 
time in front of screens than with other 
people. 

Women who seek justice need not 
dream of a world without men, or one in 
which they are optional but unnecessary. 
Women must summon these men to be 
better, dream bigger and find a place in 
families and society at large. 

Men must be reconciled with life in its 
fullness — with adventure and courage — 
and not be content to pass their days list-
lessly or without purpose. 

Many people in our midst struggle to 
recognize God's presence in life's tribu-
lations. It is more important than ever that 
women, with their capacity to make the 
"truth sweet, tender and accessible," share 
the good news that our God is a God of the 
living. 

In so doing, they will do as Pope Paul 
VI encouraged and "save the peace of the 
world." 

- - - 
Elise Italiano Ureneck is a communi-

cations consultant and a columnist for 
Catholic News Service.
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the other toward the finite, a task both 
joyful and agonizing. Our faith makes it 
possible to hold this tension by giving us 
the one Christ. 

That's the tension in which we dwell. 
Without the Spirit, the letter kills (2 Cor 
3:6), yet it's necessary that the Spirit be 
carried by the letter, so that not an iota is 
lost (Mt 5:18). 

How do we hold the truth for the next 
generation, as it was held and passed on to 
us? Words alone are not enough, yet 
words — the least-false words possible — 
are needed to help us in our living and 
dying (in the truth). 

St. Gregory of Nazianzus, one of the 
most brilliant theologians who ever wrote, 
delivered some of his greatest words in 
the most profound obscurity. 

His writings on the Trinity were dis-
missed by many as heretical. He preached 
the sermons that became dogma to barely 
more than a dozen people in a small 
chapel. To write and share those words 
cost him. 

Could we, all these centuries later, 
have received the witness and guidance of 
great teachers of the Trinity like St. Thé-
rèse of Lisieux, a doctor of the church, 
without the painstaking study and witness 
of Gregory? 

Could we understand our life of shar-
ing with God and sharing with one 

another in Christ without receiving the 
language that makes the Trinity approach-
able to our faith? 

Our joyful task is to become Chris-
tian, which means to become, in Christ 
the incarnate word, partakers of the 
Trinity who partakes in humanity. This 
truly is our identity. 

What does this mean — for each of us 
and all of us — as we take up the task of 
listening to the signs of the times, while 
we live our faith in the world? 

It relieves us of the burden of self-de-
termination that identifying suggests, 
while breathing in the power of the Spirit 
to become full people, in real relationship 
with one another, through our relationship 
with the Trinity. 

As a homiletics professor observed, 
the more we preach the one Christ, the 
more relevant our preaching will be. So 
too, the more we bear the eternal Word 
who God has spoken out of the silence, 
the more we will be able to hear and 
speak in our own time and language. 

Can we perceive in ourselves God's 
desire that we come to him not as individ-
uals but together, carrying and supporting 
each other, listening even to our enemies 
while never ceasing to listen to the voice 
of God in Scripture and tradition? 

We serve him in serving one another 
— rather than serving our own ideas and 
agendas. This word is clear and beautiful. 

- - - 
Marrocco can be reached at 

mary.marrocco@outlook.com.
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child do the same. 
A thousand times in the span of a 

human life, if we're lucky, we can lift up 
our hands to heaven and pray the prophet's 
words as our own hope: "My own eyes 
have seen the salvation which you have 
prepared." 

The church's wisdom invites us to re-
member Simeon's words each night. This 
short canticle reminds us of God's prov-
idence, preparing a way for salvation, and 
our own humanity, humbled to praise God 
for what we have witnessed even as we 
step back in surrender. 

Imagine if we could truly end each 
day, each week or each year in peace, 
trusting in God's word and believing in 
God's care. The practice of prayer invites 
us to engrave these words on our hearts as 
we engrain these truths in our souls: What 
God has spoken will be fulfilled. 

Even if it takes a lifetime to see. Even 

if some days we fear it will never come. 
Each year on the feast of the Presenta-

tion of the Lord, I love to picture Anna and 
Simeon holding the Christ Child as his 
parents watch in wonder. I catch echoes of 
grandparents meeting grandchildren, the 
joy of older faces beholding brand-new 
ones for the first time. 

Simeon's wisdom invites us to behold 
-- and to let go. To marvel at what God is 
doing in our lives, in each chapter's open-
ing and closing. 

Then to let ourselves step back, slip-
ping into the silence of the night or the 
dawning of a new stage, trusting that what 
comes next has been prepared for us, too. 

May "Nunc Dimittis" become your 
own prayer wherever you find yourself to-
night: "Lord, now let your servant go in 
peace." 

- - - 
Fanucci is a writer, speaker and au-

thor of several books, including Everyday 
Sacrament: The Messy Grace of Parenting. 
Her work can be found at laurakellyfa-
nucci.com.
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EDICTAL SUMMONS  
November 1, 2022 

CASE:  BARRIOS -- ONZURES 
NO.:  SO/22/41 

 
The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seeking GA-

BRIEL ESPARZA ONZURES. 
You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the Catholic 

Diocese of San Angelo, at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 76905, on or 
before the 30th day of November 2022, to answer to the Petition of JOSEFA 
BARRIOS, now introduced before the Diocesan Tribunal in an action styled, 
“Josefa Barrios and Gabriel Onzures, Petition for Declaration of Invalidity of 
Marriage.” Said Petition is identified as Case: BARRIOS -- ONZURES; Proto-
col No.: SO/22/41, on the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo. 

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing.  Failure to 
communicate within the prescribed period of time will be considered your con-
sent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in the above-named case. 

Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on November 1, 2022. 
 

Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL 
Judicial Vicar

Both left and right have put their 
spins on the council and its aftermath. 
For Pope Francis, the council's purpose 
was unique and historic: "To rekindle 
her love for the Lord, the church, for the 
first time in her history, devoted a coun-
cil to examining herself and reflecting 
on her nature and mission." 

We can agree this task is not com-
pleted, and perhaps the debate that con-
tinues is the church wrestling with a 

fuller understanding of her nature and 
mission. Perhaps this debate is nec-
essary, even if it is wearying and divi-
sive. 

If so, then no better prayer would be 
the prayer to the Holy Spirit uttered by 
the council fathers 60 years ago: 

"We stand before You, Holy Spirit ... 
/ Teach us the way we must go / And 
how we are to pursue it." 

- - - 
Erlandson, director and editor-in-

chief of Catholic News Service, can be 
reached at 
gerlandson@catholicnews.com.
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específico, el documento sí enumera las 
áreas de acción para cada desafío. Los 
obispos en la conferencia de prensa tam-
bién coincidieron en la necesidad de im-
plementar las directrices de la Asamblea 
Eclesial, algunas de las cuales también 
están sirviendo como insumo para el sí-
nodo sobre la sinodalidad. 

Con su habilidad en el uso de la tec-
nología para la creación de redes, los jó-
venes pueden desempeñar un papel clave 
en la continuación del proceso, dijo el 
Cardenal Odilo Pedro Scherer de São 

Paulo, primer vicepresidente de 
CELAM. Durante la Asamblea Eclesial, 
dijo, los jóvenes participantes aprove-
charon las redes sociales para formar rá-
pidamente grupos de discusión con 
miembros de hasta 20 países. 

El documento es parte de un proceso 
que comenzó con el discernimiento, con-
tinuó con la asamblea y no termina con 
la publicación de las conclusiones, dijo 
monseñor Cabrejos. "Es como una 
puerta que se abre, pero que no se va a 
cerrar”. 

Al enfatizar la participación de los 
laicos, incluidas mujeres y jóvenes, 
agregó: "Este fue el resultado de un di-
álogo del pueblo de Dios".

CELAM 
 
Continúa de Página 3
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COURTESY

Father Joe Barbieri was recognized as chaplain to Odessa Fire Res-
cue, a first in the department’s history. He was pinned with a badge by 
Assistant Chief Joey White (ret.) at OFR's Quarterly Promotion Cere-
mony on Oct. 25.

Serving those who serveSpeaking for the voiceless

COURTESY

Prayerful counter-protesters lined the steps of Immanuel Baptist Church in San Angelo Oct. 13 after a protest was 
announced in front of the church to oppose the “Sanctuary City for the Unborn” ordinance. The ordinance, on the 
ballot in both San Angelo and Abilene for the Nov. 8 election, would outlaw abortion in each of the two municipal-
ities, respectively.

Día de los Muertos

Left: Bishop Michael J. Sis gave the opening 
prayer at the San Angelo Hispanic Heritage 
Día de los Muertos celebration at the San 
Angelo Museum of Fine Arts Oct. 28, 2022. 
 
Below: Faith Carrillo and Madison Kissko 
from Ballet San Angelo provided a dance 
number after the bishop’s prayer.
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All Souls Day

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Father Mamachan Joseph, CMI, joined other clergy in 
blessing graves at Calvary Catholic Cemetery in San 
Angelo on All Souls Day, Nov. 2, 2022.
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