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Beneath the Mantle 
Text: Anthem to the Blessed Virgin Mary  
Music: André Gouzes, O.P. 
 

Beneath the mantle of your compassion,  
We seek refuge, Holy Mother of God: 
Hear our supplications when we cry to you. 
But deliver us from every danger, 
Mary ever virgin, glorious and full of grace. 

 
 
Ave Maria...Virgo Serena 
Text: Sequence Hymn in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Music: Gregorian Chant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Ave Maria, gratia plena, 
Dominus tecum - virgo serena. 
Benedicta tu in mulieribus 
que peperpisti pacem hominibus 
et angelis gloriam. 
 
Et benedictus fructus ventris tui  
qui coheredes ut essemus sui 
nos, fecit per gratiam. 
 
Per hoc autem Ave 
Mundo tam suave, 
Contra carnis iura 
 
Genuisti prolem 
Novum stella solem 
Nova genitura. 
 
Tu parvi et magni, 
Leonis et agni, 
Salvatoris Christi 
Templum extitisti, 
Sed virgo intacta. 
 
Tu floris et roris, 
Panis et pastoris, 
Virginum regina 
Rosa sine spina, 
Genitrix es facta. 
 
Tu civitas regis iusticie, 
Tu mater es misericordie, 
De lacu fæcis et miseriæ 
Pænitentem reformans gratie. 
 
 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, 
The Lord is with you - O serene virgin. 
Blessed are you among women, 
you who bore peace for humankind 
and glory for the angels. 
 
And blessed is the fruit of your womb  
he who makes us his heirs through grace, 
so that we might be his. 
 
But though this “Ave”  
So pure and sweet, 
Contrary to the law of the flesh  
 
You, O star, through a new birth 
Brought forth your offspring, 
The new sun. 
 
You stand out as the temple 
Of the humble and the great, 
Of the lion and the lamb, 
Of Christ the savior - 
Yet you remain a virgin. 
 
You have been made mother 
Of the bud and the dew, 
Of the bread and the shepherd 
You are queen of virgins, 
Rose without thorns. 
 
You are the city of the king of justice, 
You are mother of mercy, 
From the pool of impurity and misery 
You recast one who through grace 
becomes a lover of God. 
 
 

Recessional Hymn         
O God Beyond All Praising 
Text: Michael Perry     
Music: Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 

 
O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 
And sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
For we can only wonder at every gift you send, 
At blessings without number and mercies without end: 
We lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 
We honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 
 
The flow’r of earthly splendor in time must surely die, 
Its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high; 
But hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown; 
Though small in mortal stature, to heaven’s garden grown: 
For Christ the man from heaven from death has set us free, 
And we through Him are given the final victory. 
 
Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 
That we who know your favor may serve you as our king; 
And whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
We’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 
To marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
And make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 

 
 
 

In order for our guests to be able to greet the Sisters they know,  
below is a map of where each Sister will be after the Mass until 12:45 pm.  

 
 
 
 
 



Marian Antiphon        
Salve Regina Simple Tone 
Music: Votive Antiphon Post Pentecost 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness, and our hope! 
To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve;  
To thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.   
Turn then, O most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us,  
And after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus,   
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
O Pure Virgin 
Text: St. Nektarios of Aegina 
Music: Arr. by Nikola Resanovic 
 

R/.  Rejoice , O Unwedded Bride!  
 
O pure and virgin Lady, O spotless Theotokos: R/. 
O Virgin Queen and Mother, O dewy fleece most sacred: R/. 
O height transcending heaven above, O beam of light most radiant: R/. 
O joy of chaste and virgin maids, surpassing all the Angels: R/. 
O brilliant light of heaven above, most clear and most radiant: R/. 
Commanding chief of heavenly hosts, O holiest of holies: R/. 
 
O ever Virgin Mary, O Mistress of creation: R/. 
O Bride of all pure and spotless, O Lady of all-holy: R/. 
O holy Mary, Bride and Queen, O cause of our rejoicing: R/. 
O Maiden Queen most hon’rable, O Mother most holy: R/. 
More precious than Cherubim, more glorious than Seraphim: R/. 
Surpassing Principalities, Dominions, Thrones, and Powers: R/. 
 
Rejoice, song of the Cherubim, rejoice, hymn of the Angels: R/. 
Rejoice, ode of the Seraphim, and joy of the Archangles: R/. 
Rejoice, O peace, rejoice, O joy, and haven of salvation: R/. 
O bridal chamber of the Word, unfading, fragrant blossom: R/. 
Rejoice, delight of paradise, rejoice life everlasting: R/. 
Rejoice, O holy Tree of Life, and Fount of Immortality: R/. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Te collaudat celestis curia, 
Tibi nostra favent obsequia, 
Per te reis donatur venia. 
Per te justis confertur gratia. 
 
Ergo maris stella, 
Verbi Dei cella 
Et solis aurora, 
Paradisi porta, 
Per quam lux est orta, 
Natum tuum ora, 
 
Ut nos solvat a peccatis, 
Et in regno claritatis 
Quo lux lucet sedula, 

You the celestial curia together praises in song, 
To You our services are devoted, 
You who are mother and daughter of God, 
Through You the pardon for guilt is offered. 
 
Therefore star of the sea, 
Sanctuary of the word of God 
And dawn of the sun, 
Door of paradise 
Through which the Light is born: 
 
Pray to Him your Son, 
That He might free us from sins, 
And place us in the kingdom of clarity, 
Where the sedulous light shines 



 
Veni Creator Spiritus 
Text: Rabanus Maurus     
Music: Gregorian Chant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sicut Cervus 
Text: Psalm 42:1 
Music: Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1525 –1594) 
 

Sicut cervus desiderat ad fontes aquarum, 
ita desiderat anima mea ad te Deus. 
 
As the deer longs for running streams,  
so my soul longs for Thee my God.  

Veni Creator Spiritus 
mentes tuorum visita, 
Imple superna gratia 
quae tu creasti pectora. 
 
Qui diceris Paraclitus, 
donum Dei altissimi, 
fons vivus, ignis, caritas, 
et spiritalis unctio. 
 
Tu septiformis munere, 
dextrae Dei tu digitus, 
tu rite promissum Patris, 
sermone ditans guttura. 
 
Accende lumen sensibus, 
infunde amorem cordibus, 
infirma nostri corporis 
virtute firmans perpeti. 
 
Hostem repellas longius, 
pacemque dones protinus: 
ductore sic te praevio, 
vitemus omne noxium. 
 
Per te sciamus da Patrem, 
noscamus atque Filium, 
te utriusque Spiritum 
credamus omni tempore. 

Come Creator Spirit 
visit the souls of Thy people 
Fill with grace from on high 
The hearts which Thou hast created. 
 
Thou who art called the Paraclete, 
Best gift of God above, 
The living spring, the living fire, 
Sweet unction and true love. 
 
Thou who art sev’nfold in thy grace, 
Finger of God’s right hand 
His promise teaching little ones 
To speak and understand. 
 
O guide our minds with thy bless’d light,  
With love our hearts inflame; 
And with thy strength, which ne’er decays;  
Confirm our mortal frame. 
 
Far from us drive our deadly foe; 
True peace unto us bring; 
And through all perils lead us safe 
Beneath thy sacred wing. 
 
Through thee may we the Father know,   
Through thee th’ eternal Son, 
And thee, the Spirit of them both, 
Thrice-blessed Three in One. 

 
Great One in Three, of whom are named 
All families in earth and heav’n 
Hear us who have your promise claimed, 
And let a wealth of grace be giv’n. 
Grant them in life and earth to be 
Both joined in you eternally. 

 
 
Hymn of Praise 
Ave Verum          
Music: William Byrd (1543-1623)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
 

C  R  
Solemn Blessing 
 

Cardinal:    God inspires all holy desires and brings them to fulfillment.   
                 May He protect you always by His grace, so that you may fulfill the  
                  duties of your vocation with a faithful heart. 
   
All:            Amen. 
  
Cardinal:    May He make you a witness and sign of His love for all people. 
 
All:            Amen. 
  
Cardinal: May He make those bonds, with which He has bound you to Christ  
                  on earth, endure forever in heavenly love. 
  
All:           Amen. 
  
Cardinal:    May Almighty God bless you, 
                  the Father +, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
  
All:            Amen. 
 

 

Ave verum corpus natum 
de Maria Virgine:   
Vere passum, immolatum  
in cruce pro homine:   
Cujus latus perforatum  
fluxit aqua et sanguine.   
Esto nobis praegustatum  
mortis in examine: 
O dulcis, O pie, O Jesu  
fili Mariae, miserere mei.  Amen. 

Hail, true body,  
born of Mary the Virgin.   
You truly suffered on the cross  
for us children of earth. 
Your sacred side was pierced from which 
flowed a river of water and blood. 
May you, dear Lord, be given to us as food  
at the hour of death. 
O sweet, O merciful, O Jesus, Son of Mary, 
Have mercy on me.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
Communion Antiphon  
Visionem     
Text: Matthew 17:9 
Music: Proper Gregorian Antiphon for the Feast of the Transfiguration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Sisters who have professed perpetual vows come forward to receive    
Holy Communion first.  They receive from the chalice which belonged to   
their Father and Founder, John Cardinal O’Connor. 
 
For those who are not Catholic, or for those Catholics not prepared to     
receive Holy Communion today, we invite you to come forward with your 
arms across your chest, to receive a special blessing.  

 
 
Communion Hymn 
Father, Within Your House Today 
Text: Robert Hugh Benson (1871-1914) 
Tune: SURREY 
 

Father, within your house today 
We wait to see your gentle love: 
Since you have said in truth that they 
Are one in you who live in love, 
Bless those who for your blessing wait; 
Their love accept and consecrate. 
 
Dear Lord of love, whose heart of fire 
Inflames our hearts with love for you. 
May they who seek you, Lord, desire 
All things that are both good and true. 
Look down and bless them from above, 
And keep their hearts alight with love. 
 
Blest Spirit, who with life and light 
Inspires us all to sing God’s praise, 
Your presence here brings pure delight, 
And fills our souls with joy and grace. 
Bless those who now in love consent; 
Creator, crown your sacrament. 
 

Visionem quam vidistis, nemini dixeritis,  
donec a mortuis resurgat Filius hominis. 

Tell the vision to no man  
until the Son of Man be risen from the dead. 

I  R  
 

Procession of Sisters    (Please stand.) 
The Bridegroom is Here               
Text: Psalm 45:2-18 
Music: St. Meinrad Archabbey Modal Psalm Tone 5 
   

R/.  The Bridegroom is here; go out and welcome Him. 
 
 
Entrance Hymn        
O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair! 
Text: 15th c. Office Hymn, trans. by John M. Neale (1818-1866) 
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

O wondrous type! O vision fair 
Of glory that the Church may share, 
Which Christ upon the mountain shows, 
Where brighter than the sun he glows! 
 
With Moses and Elijah nigh 
Th’Incarnate Lord converses high; 
And from the cloud, the Holy One 
Bears witness to the only Son. 
 
With shining face and bright array,  
Christ deigns to manifest today 
What glory shall be theirs above 
Who joy in God with perfect love. 
 
O Father, with th’eternal Son, 
And Holy Spirit, ever One, 
Vouchsafe to bring us by thy grace 
To see thy glory face to face! 

 
 
Introit 
Tibi Dixit Cor Meum                    
Text: Psalm 26:8,9 
Music: Proper Gregorian Antiphon for Feast of the Transfiguration 
  

Tibi dixit cor meum quæsivi vultum tuum,  
vultum tuum, Domine, requiram. 
Ne avertas faciem tuam a me. 
 

My heart declared to you: 
“Your countenance have I sought; 
I shall ever seek your countenance, O Lord; 
Do not turn your face from me.” 



Mass Ordinary 
Missa de Angelis 
 
Kyrie                
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gloria                

 
Memorial Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great Amen 
 
 
Agnus Dei 
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Offertory Hymns 
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 
Text: Martin Janus (1620-1682)    
Music: Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 

Jesu, joy of man’s desiring,  
Holy wisdom, love most bright, 
Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring,  
Soar to uncreated light. 
Word of God, our flesh that fashioned, 
With the fire of life impassioned, 
Striving still to truth unknown, 
Soaring, dying round Thy throne. 

 
 
Jubilate Deo Omnis Terra 
Text: Psalm 100:2-3 
Music: Orlando di Lasso (1532-1594) 
 

Jubilate Deo, omnis terra:  O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: 
servite Domino in laetitae,  serve the Lord with gladness, 
intrate in conspectus eius in exsultatione, and come before his presence with song, 
quia Dominus ipse est Deus.  for the Lord is God. 

 
      
Sanctus       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
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First Reading     Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 
Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 9 
      Music: Theodore Marier  
   

R/.  The Lord is King, the most high over all the earth. 
 
Second Reading     2 Peter 1:16-19  
 
Gospel Acclamation     Matthew 17:5 
       Music: Theodore Marier 
 

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased: listen to Him. 
 

Gospel Reading     Luke 9:28b-36 
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Calling of the Candidates for Perpetual Vows      (Please be seated.) 
    

Cardinal: My dear Sisters, what do you ask of God and of His holy Church? 
 
Sisters:  I ask for perseverance in following Christ my Bridegroom in the  
   Religious Institute of the Sisters of Life all the days of my life. 
 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

  
 
Homily                       Timothy Cardinal Dolan 
 
 
Examination of the Candidates       (Please remain seated.) 
 

The sisters to be perpetually professed come forward.  The Cardinal questions 
them on their readiness to dedicate themselves to God and to seek perfect 
charity, according to the Rule and the Constitutions of the Sisters of Life. 

 
Cardinal:     Would those seeking perpetual profession please come forward? 
 
  Dear daughters, in baptism you have already died to sin and  have  
  been set aside for God’s service. Are you now resolved to unite your 
  self more closely to God by the bond of perpetual profession? 
 
Sisters:           I am so resolved. 
 
Cardinal:     Are you resolved, with the help of God, to undertake that life of  
  perfect chastity, obedience, and poverty chosen for themselves by  
  Christ our Lord and His Virgin Mother, and to persevere in it forever? 
 
Sisters: I am so resolved. 
 
Cardinal: Are you resolved to strive steadfastly for perfection in the love of God and  
  of your neighbor by living the Gospel with all your heart and keeping the 
  rule of the Religious Institute of the Sisters of Life? 
 
Sisters: I am so resolved. 
 
 
Cardinal:  Are you resolved, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to spend your whole life 
  in the generous service of God’s people, praying and working to protect and 
  enhance a sense of the sacredness of all human life? 
 
Sisters:  I am so resolved. 
 
Cardinal: May God who has begun the good work in you bring it to fulfillment  
  before the day of Christ Jesus. 
 
All:    Amen. 

 

Lord, Holy Father, guide the steps of Your servants 
and guard them on their pilgrimage through life. 
When they come at last to the throne of Christ the King, 
may they not fear Him as their Judge, but hear the voice of their Bridegroom 
lovingly inviting them to the wedding feast of heaven. 
 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 
All respond:  Amen.     (Please be seated.) 
 
 
Presentation of the Sign of Perpetual Profession  
 

The Cardinal blesses the rings that the Sisters wear as a sign that they are  
consecrated and set apart for Christ alone. 
 
Cardinal:  Receive this ring, for you are betrothed to the eternal King; 
  Keep faith with your Bridegroom so that you may come to the  
  wedding feast of eternal joy. 
 
Sister:  Amen. 

 
 
Embratio   
 

Sisters of Life greet the newly perpetually professed. 
 

Ubi Caritas 
Music: Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986) 

R/.  Ubi caritas et amor,  
       Deus ibi est. 
   
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor.   
Exultemus, et in ipso jucundemur.   
Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum.   
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. 
   
 
Simul ergo cum in unum congregamur:   
Ne nos mente dividamur caveamus.   
Cessent jurgia maligna, cessent lites.   
Et in medio nostril sit Christus Deus. 
 
  
Simul quoque cum beatis videamus  
Glorianter vultum tuum, Christe Deus:  
Gaudium, quod est immensum, atque  
probum, Saecula per infinita saeculorum.  
Amen. 

Where charity and love are found,  
God is there. 
  
The love of Christ has gathered us together  
into one. Let us rejoice and be glad in Him.   
Let us fear and love the living God, and love 
each other from the depths of our heart. 
  
 
Therefore when we are together,  
let us take heed not to be divided in mind.   
Let there be an end to bitterness and  
quarrels, an end to strife, and in our midst be 
Christ our God. 
  
And, in the company of the blessed,  
may we see Thy face in glory O Christ our God:  
pure and unbounded joy for infinite ages of ages. 
Amen. 



Prayer of Consecration                                                       (Please stand.) 
 

Cardinal: 
Father in heaven, our desire to serve You is itself Your gift 
and our perseverance needs Your guiding hand. 
How right it is that we should sing Your praise! 
 
With boundless love You created the human family 
through Your Word, in the Holy Spirit, 
and lifted it up in communion with Yourself; 
You make the human family Your bride radiant with Your own likeness, 
adorned with the gifts of everlasting life. 
 
When Your bride, deceived by the evil one,  
broke faith with You, You did not abandon her. 
With everlasting love, You renewed with Your servant Noah 
the covenant You made with Adam. 
Then You chose Abraham, the man of faith, 
to be the father of a people more numerous than the stars of heaven. 
By the hand of Moses, You sealed a covenant with them in the tables of the law. 
Throughout the ages there arose from this favored people 
holy women renowned for devotion and courage, justice and faith. 
 
In the fullness of time, You raised up the Holy Virgin from the stock of Jesse. 
The Holy Spirit was to come upon her, and Your power was to overshadow her, 
making her the Immaculate Mother of the world’s Redeemer. 
 
He became poor, humble, and obedient, the source and pattern of all holiness. 
He formed the Church into His bride, loving it with love so great 
that He gave Himself up for it and sanctified it in His blood. 
 
Father, in Your loving wisdom, You have singled out many of Your daughters 
to be disciples espoused to Christ and to receive the honor of His love. 
Holy Church shines with their rich variety, 
a bride adorned with jewels, a queen robed in grace, a mother rejoicing in her children. 
 
Father, we earnestly pray You: 
send the fire of the Holy Spirit into the heart of Your daughters 
to keep alive within them the holy desire He has given them. 
 
Lord, may the glory of baptism and holiness of life shine in their hearts. 
Strengthened by the vows of their consecration, may they be always one with You 
in loving fidelity to Christ, their only Bridegroom. 
May they cherish the Church as their mother  
and love the whole world as God’s creation, 
teaching all people to look forward in joy and hope to the good things of heaven. 
 

Litany of the Saints         (Please kneel.) 
Music: André Gouzes, OP; arr. Chris Mueller 

 
The sisters prostrate themselves in the sanctuary as we all call upon the           
intercession of the Saints in Heaven. 

  
Choir:      All: 
Lord, have mercy.    Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.    Lord, have mercy. 
 
Holy Mary, Mother of God,     
Our Lady of Mount Carmel,    
Our Lady of Lourdes,  
Our Lady, Queen of Confessors,   Pray for us.  
 
Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, 
All Guardian Angels, 
All Holy Angels of God,    Pray for us. 
  
Saint Moses and Saint Elijah, 
Saint Joachim and Saint Anne, 
Saint Zechariah and Saint Elizabeth,  Pray for us. 
 
Saint John the Baptist, 
Saint Joseph,     
All Holy Patriarchs and Prophets,   Pray for us. 
 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul, 
Saint John the Evangelist, 
Saint Mary Magdalene,    Pray for us. 
     
All you Holy Innocents, 
Saint Polycarp, 
Saint Thomas More,    Pray for us. 
 
Saint John Fisher, 
Saint Lorenzo Ruiz,  
Saint Issac Jogues and Saint Jean de Brébeuf, Pray for us. 
 
Saint Maximilian Kolbe, 
Blessed Stanley Rother, 
Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko,   Pray for us. 
 
Saint Perpetua and Saint Felicity,    
Saint Agnes and Saint Cecilia,    
Saint Maria Goretti,    Pray for us. 
 
Saint Augustine, 
Saint Patrick, 
Saint Charles Borromeo,    Pray for us. 
 
Saint John of the Cross, 
Pope Saint Paul the Sixth, 
Pope Saint John Paul the Second,   Pray for us. 



  
Saint Benedict and Saint Scholastica, 
Saint Francis and Saint Clare, 
Saint Dominic and Saint Catherine,   Pray for us. 
 
Saint Thomas Aquinas, 
Saint Ignatius of Loyola, 
Saint Claude de la Colombiere,   Pray for us. 
 
Saint Gerard Majella, 
Saint Junipero Serra, 
Saint John Neumann,    Pray for us. 
 
Saint Damien of Molokai, 
Saint John Henry Cardinal Newman,     
Blessed Michael McGivney,   Pray for us. 
    
Saint Padre Pio, 
Blessed Solanus Casey,     
Saint Josemaria Escriva,    Pray for us. 
 
Saint Margaret of Castello,    

Saint Teresa of Jesus,  
Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque,   Pray for us. 
 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
Saint Rose Phillipine Duchesne,    
Saint Jeanne Jugan,    Pray for us. 
 
Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, 
Saint Elizabeth of the Trinity, 
Saint Mary Mackillop,    Pray for us. 
 
Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, 
Saint Marianne Cope, 
Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska,   Pray for us. 
 
Saint Josephine Bakhita, 
Saint Katherine Drexel, 
Saint Teresa of Calcutta,    Pray for us. 
    
Saints Louis and Zélie Martin,    
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, 
Saint Monica of Hippo,    Pray for us. 
 
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, 
Saint Gemma Galgani,      
Saint Gianna Beretta Molla,   Pray for us. 
     

Blessed Chiara Luce Badano, 
Our Father & Founder John Cardinal O’Connor, 
All Holy Men and Women of God,   Pray for us. 

 
 
 

 
      For all the following respond:  Lord, deliver us, we pray. 
 

Lord be merciful,    
From all evil,     
From everlasting death,    
By your coming in the flesh as the Son of Mary,    
By your death and rising to new life,  
By your gift of the Holy Spirit, 
 
  For all the following respond:  Lord, we ask you, hear our prayer. 
 

Be merciful to us sinners, 
Guide and protect your Holy Church, 
Keep the Pope and all clergy in faithful service to Your Church, 
Lead all men and women to the fullness of Christian life, 
Give to all who profess the Gospel counsels a fuller share in the work of redemption, 
Reward a hundredfold the parents of your servants for the sacrifices they have made, 
Give these servants of yours the grace of perseverance, 
Jesus, Son of the Living God,  
  
Christ, hear us.    Christ, hear us. 
Christ, graciously hear us.    Christ, graciously hear us.  

 
                                                    (Please remain kneeling for the Closing Prayer.) 
 
 
 
Profession of Perpetual Vows     (Please be seated.) 
 

Each Sister kneels before the Superior General, and professes to God  
her perpetual vows of poverty, chastity, obedience, and to protect and  
enhance the sacredness of human life. 

 
 
 
Signing of Vows upon the Altar   
I Sat Down Under His Shadow 
Text:  Song of Songs 2:3-4 
Music: Edward C. Bairstow (1874-1946) 
 

I sat down under His shadow with great delight, 
And His fruit was sweet to my taste. 
He brought me to the banqueting house, 
And His banner over me was love. 
 
 


