
 
                      April 2020 

COVID-19 UPDATE: The community of St. Mary’s 
Abbey and Delbarton School takes most seriously the 
health and well-being of its guests, students, employees, 
and monks. In keeping with Bishop Serratelli’s Covid-19 
guidelines, all public masses in the Abbey Church are 
suspended. However, the Church will stay open for private 
prayer. We ask that you follow the CDC guidelines, 
especially hand-washing and social distancing,  to protect 
yourself and others. Please join us in praying for the world 
and the end of this pandemic. 

 
MESSAGE FROM  
ABBOT RICHARD: 
“O give thanks to the 
Lord, for he is good, for 
his steadfast love endures 
forever (Ps. 136:1).”  We 
sing this every Saturday 
evening at Vespers.  As 
we near the end of Lent 
and the beginning of 
Easter season, we are 
especially thankful to the 
Lord for you and your 
generosity to us through 
the annual Lenten appeal, 
and so many other ways. 
 
This year’s season of Lent has been marked by the 
devastation of Covid-19, and we understand that all of us are 
affected in many different ways, not least of which is 
potential financial challenges.  Due to the safeguarding of 
social distance, the public celebration of Mass has been 
suspended, sacraments are not being administered, schools 
are closed, and many businesses have been negatively 
affected.  Through it all, the monks continue to gather four 
times each day for prayer and remember all of you who are 
unable to join us in person.  Be assured of our continued 
prayers for your health, safety and well-being. 

 
Because Masses are suspended, the monks are unable to go 
out to local parishes; and, as a result, the abbey is 
experiencing a loss of income.  The postponement of the 
annual Abbot’s Table means an additional loss of revenue 
for this fiscal year.  We also depend on the Sunday 
collection, especially on Easter Sunday.  Should your means 
permit, the monks would be grateful if you could remember 
us this Easter to help us meet our financial obligations, 
mindful, as we are that you have your own. 

 
We continue to pray for you and your loved ones, as we 
“look forward to holy Easter with joy and spiritual desire 
(RB 49).”  We also pray for a swift end to the Covid-19 
crisis.  We look forward to that day when we can again give 
thanks to the Lord, together, around the altar in the abbey 
church.  On behalf of all the monks of St. Mary’s Abbey, we 
wish you a blessed Easter! 

5. Passion (Palm) Sunday (Abbot Richard) 
 
9. Holy Thursday 
Å Matins | 7:30 a.m. (thru 4/13) 
Å Mass of the Lord’s Supper | 5 p.m.  
Å Tenebrae | 7 p.m. 

10. Good Friday 
Å Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion | 3 p.m. 
Å Tenebrae | 7 p.m. 

   11. Holy Saturday 
   Å Easter Vigil | 8 p.m. 

12. Easter Sunday (Prior Edward Seton) 
 
13. Easter Monday 
 
14. Easter Tuesday 
Å Matins | 6:30 a.m. 
 
19. II Easter - Divine Mercy (Abbot Richard) 
 
21. St. Anselm, memorial 
 
25. St. Mark, feast 

26. III Easter (Father Hilary) 

29. St. Catherine of Siena, memorial 

This calendar follows the Order of Worship as approved by the Congregation for 
Divine Worship on 22 June 1972 in Rome for the American-Cassinese  
Congregation of Benedictine Monasteries. 



ABBOT-PRESIDENT ELIAS 
APPOINTED AUXILIARY 
BISHOP: American-Cassinese 
Congregation Abbot-President 
Elias Lorenzo, OSB, was 
appointed Auxiliary Bishop of 
the Archdiocese of Newark by 
Pope Francis on February 27, 
2020. He will work closely 
with Cardinal Archbishop 
Joseph Tobin, oversee the 
parishes in Union County, and 
reside in Summit. Please join 
us in praying for Abbot Elias 
in his new position!  
 
BROTHER 
FINNBAR ENTERS 
NOVITIATE: 
Postulant Timothy 
McEvoy, who has 
lived in the 
monastery since last 
August, was clothed 
as a novice, taking 
the name Br. 
Finnbar, on Saturday, 
March 21, 2020 (The 
Transitus of St. 
Benedict). Please 
join us in praying for 
him as he continues 
to discern his 
vocation! Discerning a vocation? Contact Fr. Joseph 
Voltaggio, OSB, Vocations Director, at 973.538.3235  
ext. 2027 or joseph@delbarton.org. 

ABBEY ORCHARD – THANK YOU! Br. Paul wishes to 
thank the stalwart group of volunteers who helped with the 
pruning of the Abbey Orchard. God blessed us with five 
sunny (but often chilly) Saturdays in a row. Thanks to 
their help, the apple trees are in better shape than they 
have been in recent years. It was often hard but rewarding 
work. A few of the volunteers are pictured below! 
 

 
 

MARCH COLLECTION: The March Sunday Mass 
collection was $1,638. Thank you for your generosity! 

 
 
 
 
 

Retreat Center News 
April  2020 

 
The Staff of the Retreat Center at St. Mary’s Abbey 
sincerely prays that everyone in the Abbey and 
Delbarton School communities is following the 
guidelines established by Public Health authorities 
and staying safe. 
 
These are truly extraordinary times and we are praying 
for the entire world, since no one remains unaffected by 
this virus.  Each day, we ask the intercession of St. 
Jacinta, one of the children who witnessed the 
apparitions at Fatima.  St. Jacinta died at the age of 10 
during the Influenza Epidemic of 1918.  St. Jacinta 
Marto was canonized by Pope Francis, along with her 
brother Francisco, on March 13, 2017 making them the 
youngest people who were not martyrs to be 
canonized. 
 

Retreat Center questions? 
Contact Paul Cocco at 973-538-3235 x 2100,  

(973) 409-3499 (Direct Line or Text Messages)   
or via e-mail at retreatcenter@delbarton.org. 

 

Visit our Web Page 
www.saintmarysabbey.org/retreat-center 

 
Like Us On Facebook 

      https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-Abbey-
Retreat-Center-1529297930701260 

 

Blessings & Peace… 
 


