
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 12, 2021 

St Henry and St Stephen Catholic Churches 

Introductory Rites 
Entrance Antiphon [Introit]:  Cf. Sir 36: 18 
Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear 
the prayers of  your servant, and of  your people Israel. 

Kyrie:  Deacon or Priest/All:   Lord, have mercy.    Lord, have mercy. 
        Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy 
        Lord, have mercy.    Lord, have mercy 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of  good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of  God, Son of  the Father, 
you take away the sins of  the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of  the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of  the Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of  God the Father.  Amen. 

Collect 
Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of  all things, and, that we may feel the 
working of  your mercy, grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



Liturgy of  the Word 
First Reading  Isaiah 50:4c–9a 

A reading from the Book of  the Prophet Isaiah 

The Lord GOD opens my ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have not 
turned back. I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked 
my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting.  

The Lord GOD is my help, therefore I am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint, 
knowing that I shall not be put to shame. He is near who upholds my right; if  anyone 
wishes to oppose me, let us appear together. Who disputes my right? Let that man 
confront me. See, the Lord GOD is my help; who will prove me wrong? 

The Word of  the Lord 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 116:1–2, 3–4, 5–6, 8–9 (9) 

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of  the living. or R. Alleluia.  

I love the LORD because he has heard my voice in supplication, because he has 
inclined his ear to me the day I called.  

The cords of  death encompassed me; the snares of  the netherworld seized upon me; I 
fell into distress and sorrow, and I called upon the name of  the LORD, “O LORD, 
save my life!”  

Gracious is the LORD and just; yes, our God is merciful. The LORD keeps the little 
ones; I was brought low, and he saved me.  

For he has freed my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. I 
shall walk before the LORD in the land of  the living.  

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of  the living. or R. Alleluia. 



Second Reading  James 2:14–18 

A Reading from the Letter of  Saint James 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if  someone says he has faith but does not 
have works? Can that faith save him? If  a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has 
no food for the day, and one of  you says to them, “Go in peace, keep warm, and eat 
well,” but you do not give them the necessities of  the body, what good is it? So also 
faith of  itself, if  it does not have works, is dead.  

Indeed someone might say, “You have faith and I have works.” Demonstrate your faith 
to me without works, and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my works. 

The Word of  the Lord 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia: Galatians 6:14 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of  the kingdom and cured every disease among the 
people.  
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel    Mark 8:27–35 
The Lord be with you.  All:  And with your spirit. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.  All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of  Caesarea Philippi. Along the way he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” They said in reply, “John the 
Baptist, others Elijah, still others one of  the prophets.” And he asked them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” Peter said to him in reply, “You are the Christ.” Then he 
warned them not to tell anyone about him.  

He began to teach them that the Son of  Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief  priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise after three days. He 
spoke this openly. Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. At this he 
turned around and, looking at his disciples, rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.”  



He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “Whoever wishes to 
come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever 
wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of  the 
gospel will save it.” 

Priest or Deacon:   The Gospel of  the Lord 
All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Homily 

Profession of  Faith - The Nicene Creed  

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, 
of  all things visible and invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of  God,  
born of  the Father before all ages.  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;  
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of  the Virgin Mary,  and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of  sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of  the dead 
and the life of  the world to come. Amen.  

Prayers of  the Faithful 



Liturgy of  the Eucharist 
Offertory Antiphon:  Exodus 24:4-5 
Moses consecrated an altar to the Lord, offering on it burnt offerings and sacrificial 
victims. He made the evening sacrifice as a fragrant offering to the Lord God, in the 
sight of  the children of  Israel. 

Presentation of  the Gifts 
Priest:  Blessed are you, Lord God of  all creation, for through your goodness we have 
received the bread we offer you: fruit of  the earth and work of  human hands, it will 
become for us the bread of  life.   All:  Blessed be God for ever. 
Priest:  Blessed are you, Lord God of  all creation, for through your goodness we have 
received the wine we offer you: fruit of  the vine and work of  human hands, it will 
become our spiritual drink. 
Priest:  Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and yours may be 
acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of  his name, for our 
good and the good of  all his holy Church. 

Prayer over the Offerings 
Look with favor on our supplications, O Lord, and in your kindness accept these, your 
servants’ offerings, that what each has offered to the honor of  your name may serve 
the salvation of  all. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of  hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of  your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

The Mystery of  Faith 
Save us, Savior of  the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. 



Priest:  Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day.  
In your mercy keep us free from sin and protect us from all anxiety  
as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of  our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours now and for ever.  

Lamb of  God 
Lamb of  God, you take away the sins of  the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of  God, you take away the sins of  the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of  God, you take away the sins of  the world, grant us peace. 

Communion Antiphon:   
Cf. Ps 36 (35): 8  How precious is your mercy, O God! The children of  men seek 
shelter in the shadow of  your wings. Or:   
Cf. 1 Cor 10: 16   The chalice of  blessing that we bless is a communion in the Blood 
of    Christ; and the bread that we break is a sharing in the Body of  the Lord. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of  the altar. I love You above 
all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart ... I embrace You as if  You were already there 
and unite myself  wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.” 

Prayer after Communion 
May the working of  this heavenly gift, O Lord, we pray, take possession of  our minds 
and bodies, so that its effects, and not our own desires, may always prevail in us. 
Through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Prayer of  Pope Francis during the COVID-19 Pandemic 
O Mary, you always shine on our path 
as a sign of  salvation and of  hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of  the Sick, 
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm. 
You, Salvation of  all people, know what we need, 
and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of  Galilee, 
we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of  trial. 
Help us, Mother of  Divine Love, 
to conform to the will of  the Father 



and to do as we are told by Jesus, 
who has taken upon himself  our sufferings 
and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, 
to the joy of  the resurrection. Amen. 
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of  God.  
Do not disdain the entreaties of  we who are in trial,  
but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Concluding Rites  

Solemn Blessing  

May God bless you with every heavenly blessing, 
make you always holy and pure in his sight, 
pour out in abundance upon you the riches of  his glory, 
and teach you with the words of  truth; 
may he instruct you in the Gospel of  salvation, 
and ever endow you with fraternal charity. 
Through Christ our Lord.   Amen.  

And may the blessing of  almighty God, 
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain with you for ever.  Amen.  


