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Welcome to week 13 of Ordinary time.  Time 

sure seems to be flying by – it’s hard to believe that 

next weekend is Fourth of July Weekend already.  

Once again, our readings for today provide 

several topics to consider – but what with the 

proximity of July fourth, I’ll focus on freedom.   

What is freedom?  The secular world would 

have us believe that we are free in the measure that 

we’ve escaped from the people, hang-ups, fears and 

even laws that have shackled us – so that we can do 

whatever we want, whenever we want. Sounds like 

the motto of the ‘1960’s, “If it feels good, DO IT!”  

Virtually all of our modern media promote this great 

myth.   

But that, my brothers and sisters is not 

freedom – it is anarchy. And the devil revels in 

anarchy.   

 We look at freedom in an entirely different 

way.  Biblical freedom is freedom from attachment to 

worldly things so as to be free for doing God’s will. 

 Our first reading tells the story of the 

commissioning of Elisha as the successor of the 

Prophet Elijah.  We learn first that God told Elijah to 

anoint Elisha as a prophet to succeed him.  Next, we 

learn that Elisha is plowing with 12 yoke of oxen.  

Now, that might seem like a minor detail, but in the 

ancient world, if you owned even one animal, you 

were well to do.  To own 12 yoke of oxen – twenty-

four, meant you were exceedingly wealthy.  Elisha 

had a great deal to lose in terms of worldly goods and 

status. 

 When Elijah found Elisha plowing, he threw 

his cloak over him.  That gesture was a way of 

claiming him and Elisha recognized it immediately.  

 When Elisha, with Elijah’s permission, returns 

to kiss his parents goodbye, slaughter his oxen, and 

burn his plow, he is accepting his new vocation by 

destroying the tools of his old one.  He took every 

aspect of his former life and gave it away.  In today’s 

terms it would be like selling the tractors, the farm, 

the crops, and livestock, and cashing in the 401K and 

IRA.  Why?  Because in biblical terms, all of these 

assets that allow you to do what you want to do in this 

world, are seen as barriers to true freedom – as 

distractions that can keep you from discovering and 

doing what God calls you to do. 

 This theme continues in the Gospel reading 

when someone comes up to Jesus and says, I will 

follow you wherever you go.  Jesus answers him, 

“Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but 

the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head.”  In 

other words, he’s asking this eager young man – are 

you willing to give up comfort, security, home, and 

family; all that you have, to follow me? Are you truly 

free? Or are there attachments that are going to block 

your freedom to do God’s will? 

 To another Jesus said, “follow me” and the 

young man responded, “Lord let me go first and bury 

my father.”  Jesus answers - “Let the dead bury their 

dead.”   

 For most of us, that seems harsh.  But for a 

first century Jew, this was a breathtaking thing to say.  

Remember, 2000 years ago, family, tribe and village 

were essential to survival.  There was no obligation 

more pressing, less negotiable, than a family 

obligation.     

 OK, but family is a good thing, right?  

Absolutely – it is the bedrock of society.  As we have 

seen before, Jesus is using an extreme example to 

make a point. He’s asking – when push comes to 

shove, where do you go, what do you do, what is your 

priority?  You have to be free from the attachments of 

the world, even from your family, if you want to 

follow Jesus as the apostles did.  I think that’s key 

here – we’re not all called to be apostles.  We are all 

called to be disciples – students.   

 Albert Einstein was a German-born theoretical 

physicist, who watched his homeland slowly give in 

to Adolf Hitler's Fascist dictatorship. Einstein 

wondered if any were going to stand up and oppose 

Hitler. He told Time magazine in 1940 (23 DEC), 1 

year before the US entered the war, that he had 

watched as the universities in Germany that boasted of 

their love of truth were silenced. Then he watched the 

great newspapers who proclaimed their love of 

freedom silenced a few weeks later.  Only the 

Catholic Church stood squarely across the path of 

Hitler’s campaign to suppress the truth of the Nazi’s 

actions.  The Church alone has had the courage and 

persistence to stand for intellectual truth and moral 

freedom. 

 The Church in Germany in the 1930's 

understood the cost associated with their actions, and 

they did not back down even as priests and bishops 

were being arrested and sent to their deaths in 

concentration camps. They refused to submit to the 

yoke of slavery offered by the Nazis. 

Today in the US, the Church stands resolutely 

for intellectual truth and moral freedom in our 

country. 

⎯ the Church speaks for the human embryo 

that is frozen, sold, discarded, or torn apart 

for harvestable biological material.  
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⎯ the Church speaks out against the seek-and-

destroy missions going on against those who 

are not deemed "genetically fit," or whose 

existence upsets the parents’ plans. 

⎯ the Church speaks up for the sanctity of the 

marriage of one man and one woman. 

⎯ the Church speaks up for the wisdom and 

necessity of families led by Fathers. 

 It has been said that those who do not study 

history are doomed to repeat it.  Only the blind or the 

ignorant could fail to see the unmistakable parallels 

between Germany’s decline into Nazism and our 

current decline into the moral abyss.  

 God has blessed America in so many ways – 

with men and women of wisdom and courage to forge 

a nation based upon Christian principles. With an 

entire generation who gave up their freedom for the 

things of this world – in order to halt tyranny during 

two World Wars and to maintain a form of 

governance which remains a beacon to the world.   

 We have not always “gotten it right,” but over 

the years we have edged ever more closely toward 

attaining those principles that God led our forefathers 

to enshrine in our constitution. 

 To state the obvious – our world and our 

country are challenged.  In just 75 short years, since 

the end of World War II, nearly the entire western 

world has degenerated into a quagmire caused by an 

insatiable clamor for more of what the world defines 

as freedom; so much so that our way of life is in peril. 

What then are we to do?  We need to do three 

things: trust, obey, and vote.   

First - Trust:  Trust that God has a plan.  Trust 

that our puny minds are not capable of understanding 

His plan and that God has an eternal view which is far 

greater than we can comprehend. Most importantly, 

trust that God has a role for us to play.  

Second - Obey.  God gave us ten 

commandments, Jesus reduced them to two:  

 ‘The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

with all your mind, and with all your strength.  And: 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  

So, pray for our families, friends, and 

neighbors, to listen to God’s call and put others needs 

above our worldly wants. 

And finally - Vote:  Elections have 

consequences.  That is the beauty and curse of our 

democratic system, and we are now reaping the 

consequences of the last election.  At paragraph 898, 

the Catechism says that Christ calls the faithful to the 

perfection of holiness, and that the vocation of the 

laity consists in seeking the Kingdom of God by 

engaging in temporal affairs and directing them 

according to God’s will.   

The Church encourages us to be involved in 

politics – to know what the issues are, to know what 

the candidate’s party platforms are, and to know 

where the candidates stand on the issues.  Most 

importantly, we are called to vote for those candidates 

who most closely represent the values and goals that 

we espouse, no matter what religion they profess.    

Start your research now – don’t wait until November!  

On Friday, shortly after noon, the president of 

the United States, addressed the nation following the 

announcement of the decision in the Dobbs case.  He 

made this basic principle about the consequences of 

elections perfectly clear.  In fact, he used that point to 

fire up his base. 

Also on Friday, Bishop Zarama released this 

statement: 

Quote – The Supreme Court ruling on the 

Dobbs case is a testament to the patience and 

perseverance of so many who have lifted their voices 

and prayers to protect the lives of the unborn.   

But our work is not done. Respect for life is 

not created only through laws, but through love.   

 Please join me in praying for wisdom and 

humility as we work to create a culture which respects 

and reveres life and the dignity of the human person. 

End Quote. 

I invite you to join us at Tufts Park next 

Saturday at 9 o’clock in the morning to pray a rosary 

in gratitude for the Dobbs decision and for a renewed 

reverence for the dignity of life from conception to 

natural death.   

The next two elections will be critical in 

determining the future of our country.  Please pray 

that God will continue to Bless America and grant us 

leaders and citizens with the courage, biblical 

freedom, and willpower to do what God wills for this 

nation.    


